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Waltham Brooks & Coates (Compon
- Friday 10th June,

‘Meet at Greatham Bridge at 20,00 hours, Even;ng only. Leader
John Dixon, : _

Earbwcue

**tt*########x#*t#**##**#####kt*####*#**#**##*t#**#**#x***x##
Saturdey 16 th July

Mezet €1 Grand Avenue from &, 00 onwards, Bring & bottle, cask
of homebrew, magnum of champers or whatever, No doubt '
volunteers will be needed to help so anyone willing plttﬁe
contact John, Sponsored bivdwatch results !
**t***###x##*#*#*#*##x*##**x*x*#*******##***#tt#*x****ﬂ*##*#*
Sidiesham Ferry and Fagham Harbour

Saturday 17th Saptember,

Meet at the Information Centre at 9,00 hours. All day, Leader
Dave Smith

Climping Beach

Sunday 156th October,

Maet at Car Park on east side of Climping Beach at 3,00, All
day, Leader Richard lves

\\\ Langstone and Farlington
7 Saturday 26th November,

Meet at car park at Farlington Marsmes at 9,00 hours, All day b\

\\ Leader Dave Smith, [




Aclur Walk
Slet Dacembar‘

Mest outside the Lady Jane Fub at 9,00, Morning only, Leader
to be arranged,

Monday 3rd October 1928

Mr Stephen Morphew " Islay

Mowday 7th November 1983

" Eirda of South-West Spain

Monday Sth December 1988

" Members Evenimg "
5 CHANGE

Well it's swoemer and for once one can say  that we have
actually had a warm spring to herald the changing seasons,
There have beaen many people waxing on lyrically about ‘Poms',
'rosies', auks sp, and the likes ~ yes the insane seawatcherws
have had a good time and the notable bivds section will show
that this is the case,

The changing seasons have alsd affected the higher eschelons
of the society and we must express our gratitude to those who
have helped in the running of our merry band over the last
few yaars, Jomm Dixon stepped into the breech , or 18 it
breach 7, during the society's crisis and parformed his job
admirably and so many thanks for all you have done to kaep us
alive His successor, Richard Weal, is no stranger 1o many and
I wish him every success in his rnew post,

Thanks must alss be given to Stanley Allen whose wizzardry
_ with the figures have kept us soalvent over the last faw years

and I am sure Ris new poset as contact man for  TeEw  members
will be performed with alacrity, Another member who has also
been given the same post is Brian Clay, the microchip marvel,
Erian has worked extremsly hard producing the report  and
writing the newsletters, This wrneviable task was done without
complaint and the report has developed in  leaps and bounds
urder his stewardship, It is ot an easy act to follow but 1
shall try to do my best, especially once I  learn whera all
the letters are on this micro—computer, I trust that I will
have enouwgh time to collate all the information and manage
the odd sketch in time for next year's report,

Another committes member who has stood down is  Enid Chadwell
and no doubt all those involved would like to  express their
appreciation for her help, Les Hemblade has taken over
responsibility as Outings Secretary and I wish him well in
that post,

Our Recoarder, Dave Smith, would appreciate it if the first
batct of records could be sent to him soon so that he can
begin to collate them and start the systematic list for naxt
year, Don't forget the Barba-gque, the sponsored bird watch to
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pay for this wonderful machine, It really is an asset to  the
Editor and I feel that we should try our hardest to  recoup
the investment in this bit of hardware, Good luck and I look
forward to sesing you at the summer “dJdo, :

Richard Ives

Notable Birds of the Avea,. Spring 19298

The season began on a high note with the male Little Bittern
tound by the County Recorder »n 30 th March at Hove seafront
and released later on a small pond at Orebham Commeon near
Woods Mill, where it remained for over a week giving superb
views as it ate its way through the local newt population,
Woods Mill, however, was not to be outdone in the rarity
stakes with a brief visit from an adult Night Heron in early

May, Other unusual sightings. included a Hoopoe at Hollingbury -

Park in April and an amazing total of & Cory's Shearwaters
flying west of f Worthing beach on the early morning of May
Znd: fortunately nearly all the regular seawatchers were
present to see one or more of these " mini-albatrosses”,

After the dismal spring of 1987, the 1988 seawatching season
was far more productive with several days of heavy ooffshore
passage, mainly on south-east winds in late April  and early
May, Numbers of the regularly recorded species wers up on the
previous year with good movemsnts of Common Scoter, ‘Commic’
Sandwich, and Little Terns, Bar tailed Godwits and Arctic
Skua,

Appearing in lesser but significantly improved numbers were
Fomarine Skuas (including a party of 16 on May 3rd), Great
Skuwas, Black Terns and Little Gulls; several Mediterranean
Gulls were seen and other highlights were 3 Roseata Terns, at
least 9 Grwat Northern Divers ( 6 of which passed eastwards
ot April 30th), a party of 5 Avocets in Mid-May, a possible
Little Auk, amd a most unusual party of & Gereat Bkua on April
16th,

Most passerine and hirundine migrants arrived on time with
some early individuals, Chiffchaffs and Wheatears were as
usual seen from mid-March, arriving in force towards the end
of that month to peak in the firet ten days of April with
Willow Warblers, Elackcaps, Whitethroats, Lesser Whitethroats
Redstarts, Cuckoos, Sand Martins, and Swallow close behind,
Initial impressions are that Whitethroats, and to a lesser
extent Sedge and Garden Warblers are up in  numbers on  last
gpring, although the picturs will not be fully revealed until
your records are received and analysed at the end of the
yaar,

Apart from early singletons House Martins appeared late this
year with observations from Worthing beach noting few
arriving until towards mid-May, although at the time of
writing, end-May, they ssem to be present in reasonable
rumbers, It is hoped that this specie has not suffersd a



decline in its African wintering guarters,

Yellow Wagtails have not been rumerous and Whinchat, usually
a scarce spring migrant in our area, has been noticable by
its absence ( wunless you know better!), However, so far

* Nightingales have been well reported for the second spring
runming, Spotted Flycatehers seemed a little late: there were
none on my local patch at Goring Wood wuntil the first arrival
on May 15 th, a week later than usual,

0f the wcarcer passerine migrants, up to 4 male FPied
Flycatchers and a male Ring Ousel were seen near Goring Baach
o April 16 th and at least 2 singing Grasshopper Warblers
have been noted, at Sompting and Devil's Dyke,

With the country reeling from influw<es of Red Kltes in April
and Black Kites in May, we could have expected more than our
usual share of large raptors; however, this was again not to
be, although single Red Kite, Buzzard and Peregrine have been
reported, and there have been a number of Hobby aightings,

Quail have been recently heard between Cimsbury and
Chanctonbury Rings,

Dutside our recording area, other sites in Sussex have again
experienced a good spring for the unusual in recent weeks !
examples being Little Egret, Osprey, Temminck's Stint and
Garganey at Waltham Brooks, Black Kite, Eroad Billed
Sandpiper and 2 Temminck's Stints at Pevensay levels, 2
Little Egrets and Osprey at Cuckmere Haven, Black Eared
Wheatear at PBewl Water, Woodchat Shrike at Pagham, 2 Red
Rumped Swallow over Rye Harbour and a singing male Sub-alpine
Warbler at Beachy Head,

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks to all those
menbers (and non-mambers) who took the time and trouble to
prepare and submit records in 1987, The size of the
systematic list in the current Annual Report illustrates that
not only are the numbers of individuals submitting records
increasing but also the volume of records now being received,
which is to be applawded; keep them coming in 1988~ please!
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September and not what was stated in the outings card, -
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The Flover Flas landed

At the begimming of May three intrepid members of the
SDOS made the Jjourney across strike bowund waters to forge the
first links with our internatinonal brethren in Northarn
Holland, The weather was hot, calm and perfect for the
crossing, Ynfortunately there were not many seabirds on  show
but therse was enough of interest 1o punctuate tha smooth
journey across the water,

Tha moment we touched land at Dunkirk an unfamiliar
call was picked up, it didn't take long to find the owner
it belonged to a Crested Lark, The journey novrthwards was
trouble free and we arrived in Schagen at 8.00, Qur hosis
invited ws to their committes meeting which was held in a
Chinese Restaurant, a good start for the waeekend,

The following day we visited the dune area _which -is .-

iveide their recording area and it was alive withh birds,
Nightingales were everywhere and we were fortunate in seeing
the only pair of Mediterranean Gulls on the reserve, The star
bird for the area is Spoonbill and we saw many constructing
thair nests among the reeds- a  lovely sight, The sky was

full of Marsh Harriers which was superb,

Black Terns and Lithe Gulls were also feeding over this
large reed fringed lake, Gresnshank , 8 Spotted Redshank and
AumErous Curlews ware the waders of the area, A male Bearded
Reedling was also picked up skimming across the top of the
reads, OQur guides were very informative and thay tried 1o
show ue everything that the reserve had to offer, The
Bluethroat of the previous day couldn't be re—located which
was unfortunate as they are really supar birds when seen in
full breeding plumage,

The afterroon was taken wp by their tenth anniversary
meeting in which several distinguished guests gave speeches,
T+ was a shame that we hadn't participated in a quick Dutch
revigion course as averything want over our heads, They ware,
however, grateful that we had made the affort to attend their
spacial meeting, The town iteelf is absolutely gorgeous with
dykes, traditional buildings and of course numarous bulb
timlds, Thae people were incredibly friendly and it was a real
pleasure to be among such a group,

In the evening we were taken to another marshy area on
the coast and it was wonderful to see breeding avocets from
snly 10 feet away! There ware 2 couple of Curlew Sandpipers
coming into summer plunage, a faw Little Gull and a nolsy
Common Tern colony, It was  like a very large Sidlesham
Ferry Pool but full of breeding birds, We walked over the
large sand dune and looked towards England and did a bit of
seawatching but Marine Gardens was not in sight nor were any
juicy seabirds,

We mat off a 7,00 the following morning and reached
Dunkivk four hours later, The motorway system in that part of
Europe is second to none and &0 further visits are not as
daunting as the map would have one o balieve,



Cn behalf of the SDOS 1 wouwld like to thank Trimja for  theie
mspitality and I bope we will make theair members feel at
fhwome when they come over for our barbecue, They will also be
participating in  the sponsored birdwatch, ne doubt , 50
there'll be no execuse for mot talking to them,

I would aleo like to express my thanks to Richard Weal for
@ll Mis work in setting up this arrangement amd I am sure
that many people can benefit from our European link-up, We
managed to 1og 100 species in & day which may be enough to
encourage others to spread their wings, who khnows 7

R, Ives

ETO BREEDING ATLAS

Tt is now June and I trust that all those responsible for
logging the local species ivn their tedrads have completed the
first stage of this exercise., Don't forget if you have any
problems JAN is ready to answer any gqueries,

Fagham — a reminder

We were told at one of  the indoor meetings that the
wildfowlers skhooting Licencs for Fagham is wp for renewal
soor, We showld, therefore |, take this opportunity to express
Cmur feelings on this subject o those responsible,  The
Society has written an owr behalf but as it was mentioned
this only counts for one letter |

If you regard Fagham as the most important wetland in  Sussex
then please write o County Hall | Chichester to register your
complaint, If enough people show concern  the council might
tlen consider the birds and the enviromment, Disturbance by
hunters should ot be tolerated and so this is youwr chance to
do aomething about it




