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EDITORIAL

My first Annual Report has been unfortunately delayed owing to the postpone-
ment of purchasing a computer. Most of the typing used old traditional
methods and also involving much extra work by Brian Clay whose welcome
input once again eventually got the Report published. My thanks to Rod Shaw
for his well written copy for the systematic list and apologises to him for the
needless rush earlier in the year! Thanks too to all the contributors and
members who have given me advice, and most particularly to the afore-
mentioned Brian Clay for his expert guidance and involvement.

It was extremely encouraging to see a high proportion of the membership
contributing records, but I am sure the Hon. Recorder would like to press for
even more! Coastal migrantsightings and seawatching are of course important,
but data on some of the area’s other resident birds seems to be getting
overlooked? Surely we have Nuthatches in our recording area? There must be
breeding Barn Owls? Are House Martins declining? Do the Stretham Manor
Tree Sparrows breed? These are just a few examples that come to mind. The
systematic listis the mostimportant feature of the Reportand should accurately
reflect the birding scene of the Shoreham area.

Lastly some praise for the backroom boys (and girls) who serve on the various
committees; to those who plan and lead the outdoor outings, and who in turn
are encouraged by the support; to the arrangers of the indoor meetings where
the attendance is increasing so much that a larger venue is being sought; and
finally some overdue thanks to Richard Ives whose drawings have been
extensively used for both newsletters and Reports over a long period. I am
proud to be editor of such an enthusiastic membership.

Peter Whitcomb Hon. Editor

99 Barnett Road
Brighton BN17G]J
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TABLE B ET AM AREA IN 1994

1994 has produced not only a crop of interesting birds in our area, but also a
liberal sprinkling of local and national rarities. It is always heartening to know
that our area is being well watched and not totally forsaken in favour of more
exotic locations in the county. With this, please bear in mind that your ‘bread
and butter’ records are equally as welcome as your ‘unusual’ records. Good
luck in 1995.

For yet another year January failed to provide the icy, inclement weather
required for radical bird movements on an intensive scale. Winter resident Jack
Snipe were on Ferring Rife, there were a smattering of Black Redstarts, some
Mediterranean Gulls and local Peregrine sightings. The only interesting
seaduck was a Long-tailed Duck passing west at Shoreham Harbour on 23rd
and also at the Harbour a 1st winter Iceland Gull was present from 11-13th.
Away from the coastal strip, a Water Rail at the Sanctuary on 31st, and a Short-
eared Owl over a Southwick garden on 11th.

Although February produced a couple of snowy mornings (with associated
interesting observations), there still remained little to lend itself to a hard
weather movement. The best birds for the month were 2 Bewick’s Swans on
Shoreham Airfield before flying south downriver on the snowy 15th, and a
Dartford Warbler reported at Shoreham Fort on 13th.

In March, spring weather at the month end promised the lure of an early
migration especially after Serins at Goring Gap between 19th and 26th (see
systematic list). Atsea, a GreatNorthern Diver passed Worthing eastbound on
28th, 31 White-fronted Geese also eastbound on 31st and 3 Garganey sped past
Brighton Marina on 30th. Few and far between these days, a ringtail Harrier
was quartering the Goring area on 29th, and passerines included Firecrests in
a Broadwater garden and at Woodvale Crematorium, a Brambling calling over
Broadwater on 20th, and also a Crossbill a week later.

The spring-like weather of early March gave way to ceaseless northerly winds
for the first 3 weeks of April! However, after a brilliant weekend embracing the
23rd and 24th, more unsettled weather threatened to prolong the long antici-
pated migration yet further. Migrants arrived sporadically throughout the
month but nothing of great note was reported until 21st when 3 Black Necked
Grebes in summer finery graced the sea off Worthing Beach and the following
day a similar Slavonian Grebe off Widewater and an adult Glaucous Gull east
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there. Inland on the same day a Goshawk reported at Stanmer Down. The first
flock of Pomarine Skuas appeared on 24th with 6 east off Worthing and 2 east
off Brighton Marina. On the same day asingle Roseate Tern passed bothof these
locations and a grand total of 60 Black Terns passed Worthing. The month
bowed out with a singing Grasshopper Warbler at Shoreham Airfield on 25-
26th, and the 28th provided a female Pied Flycatcher in the Pavilion Gardens,
Brighton,and a Hobby over Preston Park Station. Finally, another Grasshopper
Warbler at Hollingbury Camp on 30th.

Periods of SE winds near the beginning of May failed to produce a mass
migration and thereafter the weather remained fairly unsettled. Atsea, Manx
Shearwaters were seen off Worthing on 3rd with 12 east and 12 west, a single
passed Widewater east on 10th, and 2 eastbound Roseate Terns were noted
from Goring and Worthing on 21st. Inland, a Wryneck at Sussex University on
3rd is a ‘rare’ spring record, a Black Kite over Lancing Ring on 13th is under
consideration, as is a Red-rumped Swallow seen at Cuckoo’s Corner on 28th.

A quiet June and July produced breeding records of Buzzard and Peregrine,
and keeping to the raptor theme which dominated the early summer, a Honey
Buzzard was reported over Preston park on July 19th.

August was a generally unsettled month with warm periods alternating with
cooler periods. Autumn migration was under way by the end of the monthand
the highlights included a female or immature Marsh Harrier west over Wor-
thing Beach on 7th, an Osprey south over Hollingdean, Brighton on 13th, and
a single Little Egretin the Lower Adur Valley from 15th was joined by a second
bird from 18th, both remaining around the railway bridge area until the month
end. The 18th saw also the return of the ringed Mediterranean Gull to Shoreham
Harbour, now a fully fledged aduit.




Early September threatened the start of a long wet winter but for the saving
grace of an Indian Summer towards the end. Autumn passage of common birds
continued, now in full swing, and our area produced a crop of interesting
records. Although apparently absent since August 31st, a Little Egret reap-
peared on the Adur on the 11th and remained there until October 2nd. The best
wader record was of a Curlew Sandpiper along the Saltings on 11th, but Little
Stints ignored us. A Corncrake was flushed at Sheepcote Valley on 17th, then
the 24th produced a Grasshopper Warbler at Cissbury and a juvenile male Red-
backed Shrike at Sompting which saw the month out and stopped until October
2nd. Finally, a Short-eared Owl circled Goring Gap on 27th and Ring Ouzels
were present at Hollingbury Camp.

October was a bumper month for rarities, semi-rarities and infrequently
recorded birds. The early part of the month saw Ring Ouzels continuing to
linger around Hollingbury Camp before a Brambling was noted at Goring Gap
on 13th. First of the ‘goodies’ was a winter-plumaged adult White-winged
Black Tern in Shoreham Harbour on 15th, then two days later, before dawn on
the 17th, a pair or small flock of Cranes were heard passing approx. SE over
Findon. A positive gem, a Pallas’s Warbler, was recorded in East Brighton Park
on 22nd and a second individual graced a Ferring garden on 23rd. Observers
vainly attempting to locate the Brighton Pallas’s Warbler on 24th had to settle
for the area’s second Red-backed Shrike for the year, another immature. Last
butnotleast, member’s gardens in the west of our area continued to exploit their
monopoly on Eastern Palearctic Warblers with a Radde’s Warbler in a West
Worthing garden on 26th and 27th.

The mildest November since records began was rather an anti-climax after the
excitement of October. Bird of the month was undoubtedly the Crane on the
Upper Adur Levels north of Bramber from 7-9th. Other birds of interest
included a Dartford Warbler on Hollingbury Camp, a male Goosander west
pastGoring Beachon 13thand 6 Bewick’s Swans briefly in the vicinity of Ferring
Rife on 29th.

After an unseasonally mild start to December, cold weather set in just before
Christmas only to be broken by rain and gales over the holiday period. As a
result, bird populations remained rather staticand there were very few reports
of bird movements. The month’s best bird was a Merlin at Ferring Rife on 13th
but otherwise December saw the year out on a somewhat disappointing note.

Rod Shaw




YSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1994

This systematic list of birds in the Shoreham District is based upon records
submitted by the following:

T Agate, S R Allen, ] Andersson, V P Bentley, P M Brayshaw, C Brooks,
P Brown, ] Bujok, M C Casemore, G L Champion, B R Clay, R Edney,
G Edwards, R Eyre-Walker, R ] Fairbank, ] A Feest, A R Fenton, B F Forbes,
M Hall, L E Hemblade, C E Hope, R A Ives, H Jackson, I Lawes, N Lever,
J M and S P Maskell, B Metcalfe, Dr ] A Newnham, A Polkey, M Prince,
B Reeve, R ] Sandison, R M and S ] D Shaw, R Simpson, D I Smith,
R Tofts, D Walker, Dr A B and A E Watson, R Westwater, P J and A D and
I ] Whitcomb, K Wood.

See also acknowledgements in the seawatching report.

Abbreviations: 1y = first year etc, 1st W= first winter, 2nd S = second summer,
ad = adult, f = female, ha = hectare, imm = immature, juv = juvenile, m = male,
N = North, etc., pr= pair, sp = summer plumage, wp = winter plumage, km =
kilometre.

‘Downs’ refers to the downland area between the Adur Valley and the A24,
including Cissbury and Chanctonbury. References to Worthing Beach in
seawatching data include all seawatch sites unless separately identified. ‘Adur’
refers to the river and associated mudflats between the footbridge and Shore-
ham flyover.

0002 RED-THROATED DIVER (Gavia stellata)

Regular on passage and winter resident. Early year records away from
Worthing Beach were 1 Shoreham Harbour on Jan 14 and 12 E with 2 W off
Shoreham on Feb 2. Spring seawatching at Brighton Marina produced 1 E Mar
26,3 E Apr23and 14 E Apr 24.

Records for Worthing Beach between Jan 1 and May 21 and from Nov 12, give
the following totals




Jan Feb Mar Apr May Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 9 99 11 14 - - - 2
w - - 4 1 -

Peak spring movement was 72 E on Mar 27. Apart from 2 W Worthing Beach
on Nov 12 there were no other late records received.

0003 BLACK-THROATED DIVER (Gavia arctica)

Fairly rare passage diver. Passage birds specifically identified came from
Worthing Beach, Widewater and Brighton Marina. Totals for April were 22 E
and 5 W; totals for May being 14 E. Peak movement was 8 E Worthing Beach
on Apr 23, when there was also a single bird on the sea.

0004 RTHERN DIVER (Gavia immer)

Rare visitor, just 1-2 peryear. 1 E Worthing Beach on Mar 28 (PMB) constitutes
the only record.

DIVER SP
Caution should always be exercised when identifying distant divers. Unspeci-
fied birds from Worthing Beach were recorded between Jan 1 and May 21 and
from Sep 23 giving the following totals :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 1 9 419 47 64 - - s
w 9 J 9 &5 1 1 - 11 10

Peak spring movement was 297 E on Mar 27.

0007 LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)

Mainly winter visitor, occasional breeder. Noted from January to March from
Southwick Canal, New Salts Farm, Cuckoo’s Corner, Brooklands and Ferring
Rife - either in singles or pairs. The overall picture from October to December
was similar but with 3 recorded from Brooklands.

0009 GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)

Regular offshore for most of year. Offshore reports received only from
Worthing Beach with a peak of 8 on Mar 20. After 5 there on Apr 20, odd birds
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were reported until May 7. Spring seawatches, again only from Worthing,
produced a March total of 17 E and 6 E for April. The only late record was 1 E
Worthing Beach on Sep 14. This species is probably well under-reported. All
records gratefully received.

0011 SLAVONIAN GREBE (Podiceps auritus)

Regular winter visitor offshore. No early records, but recorded off Worthing
Beach in Spring with 2 Eon Mar 21; 1 offshore on Mar 24; and 2 there on Apr 13.
An individual in summer plumage was off Widewater on Apr 22. No late year
records reported.

0012 B -NECK REBE (Podiceps nigricollis)
Rare visitor, 1-2 only per year. Three s.p. birds off Worthing Beach on Apr 21
(DIS et al) was the only record.

0020 FULMAR (Fulmaris glacialis)
Common spring passage species, no suitable nest sxtes Seawatches from
Worthing Beach produced monthly totals as follows :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep

E - - 74 39 181 8 - 1 3
w - - 35 76 85 6 = 7 4

Peak movement was 112 E on May 21. Monthly totals from Brighton Marina,
where birds nest on the cliffs a mile or so to the east (outside recording area)
were 30 in Mar and 127 in Apr. Continuous summer sightings from the few
pairs breeding. Curiously, an inland record was 1 over Findon on July 28.

After an unremarkable autumn passage, birds were again around Brighton
Marina from Dec 3. The only other December record was 1 E Brighton Beach
on 15th.

0046 MANX SHEARWATER (Puffinus puffinus)

Fairly uncommon spring/autumn visitor. Spring records were 12 E and later
12 W Worthing Beach on May 3 (DIS); 1 E Widewater on May 10 (SRA); and 1
W Worthing Beach on June 4 (R]S). In the autumn there were 2 W Worthing
Beach on Sep 14 (MP).




0071 GANNET (Sula bassana)
Regular in most months. Monthly totals for Worthing Beach were as follows :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

E - 44 35 171 9 - 86 18 13
W - - 22 17 127 44 = e T 15 - 1

Peak movements were 78 E on May 21 and 30 E on Aug 7. At Brighton Marina
were 1 on Mar 26, 21 on Apr 16 and 2 on Apr 24 (no directions given).

Away from Worthing Beach very few autumn records were received. Unusual
was a report of an immature SSW over Maybridge on Sep 13 chivvied by
Herring Gulls.

0072 CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)

Common at coastal and some inland sites. The Wyckham Farm roost was 67
on Jan 16 and other early year counts were 39 East Worthing Sewage outfall on
Mar 20 and 36 there on Apr 12. Late year counts included 41 along the Lower
Adur on Sep 19; 24 Southwick on Nov 5; and 116 roosting on pylons along the
Upper Adur Valley on Nov 8.

0080 SHAG (Phalacrocorax aristotelis)

Fairly uncommon winter visitor, regularly only at Brighton Marina. In the
early months were up to 4 at Brighton Marina Jan-mid Feb, and 2 Southwick in
early January. In spring an adult was at East Worthing Sewage Outfall on Apr
12, and passing Worthing Beach were 2E on Apr 24 and 1 E on May 13. There
were no late year records.

-

0119 LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)

Once a very rare vagrant, now annual in area. A single reported in the Lower
Adur Valley near Botolphs on Aug 15 (BM) was probably the same bird
reported on the west bank of the Adur between railway and tollbridges on 16th.
This bird remained in the area until at least Aug 31 and was joined by a second
bird from 18th (mo). Another well-watched bird (or probably one of the
previous birds) was reported from various sites around the Lower Adur from
Sep 9 to Oct 2 (mo). Finally, a further single was present by the tollbridge on Dec
21 (PMB).




0122 GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)

Common, with breeding colony in area. No significant counts were received
from the early months and Worthing Beach recorded only 2 E on May 2. The
Wyckham Wood heronry contained 24 nests. Fairly regular along Ferring Rife
and late year counts for the Adur Saltings were 5 Aug, 6 Sep, 11 Octand 9 Nov.
Of interest were 10 landing on Widewater lagoon well after dark at22.00 hrson
Aug 3rd.

0134 WHITE STORK (Ciconia ciconia)
Rare vagrant. A record of a bird in the Adur Valley near Coombes reported to
a member by several casual walkers would need substantiating re. status etc.

0152 MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)

Common breeding species. Early year records were31 WyckhamonJan1,and
20 there on Jan 23. During Feb 2 adults with 1 imm were in Brighton Marina,
then spring seawatches at Worthing produced 2 W on Apr 17 and 1 E on May
13. During the breeding season a pair raised 7 young on Patching Pond.

A total of 73 were in the Lower Adur Valley on July 3, and later in the year
seawatches produced 2 on the sea off Goring on Oct 7 and 3 E Brighton on Nov
28. There was a countof 33 birdsat Wyckham Farmon Nov 16 and in December,
the Brighton Marina birds had increased to 4 adults and 3 imm.

0153 BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus columbianus)

Small regular wintering herd. The Upper Adur Valley count for Jan was 9
which included 2 juvs. Elsewhere, 2 on Shoreham Airfield in snowy weather
on Feb 15 flew south along the River Adur. The only late year records were of
6 birds near Ferring Rife on Nov 29 and 2 Wyckham Farm on Dec 21.

0159 WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (Anser albifrons)
Rare winter visitor. A skein of 31 E Worthing Beach on Mar 31 (PMB) was our
only record.

0161 GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)
Fairly scarce feral species. 1 W Goring Beach on Mar 26.

EY E SP
15 S over Sussex University on Nov 11.
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0166 CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)

Increasing within area. Three records for our area: after 12 on the Upper Adur
levels on Mar 1, there were 5 near tollbridge on May 8, and at the end of the year
an unprecedented 120 were on flooded fields in the Upper Adur Valley on Nov
15.

0168 BRENT GOOSE (Branta bernicla)
Common on passage; small winter flocks at coastal sites. Monthly totals from
Worthing Beach were :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 40 991093 412 140 - 44 - 14
W - 15 7 % 2 24 79 111 14

Peak spring passage was 697 E on Mar 27 and the last were 62 E on May 22.
Elsewhere, 4 were noted on Adur Saltingson Mar 27; Brighton Marina peak was
205 E on Mar 26; and from West Pier, Brighton there were 110 E on Apr 21.

Autumn passage was noted from Sep 21 with 6 W at Worthing Beach. Other
records were until the end of the year including 6 on the sea off Goring on Oct
7; 4 in Shoreham Harbour on Oct 16; and 1 Ferring Rife on Nov 16.

An individual showing characteristics of the Pale-bellied sub-species (B.b.
hrota) was noted flying east with a flock of nominate race birds off Worthing
Beach on Mar 23 (PMB).

0173 SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)

Increasing in numbers. Seawatching totals from Worthing Beach were :-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec

E - - 11 15 40 - -
w - 4 3 7 10 17 - 8 1

Max. were 18 E on May 8 and 15 E on May 22. Other records were up to 3 on
the Adur from Jan to atleast Apr 6; and a pair on Widewater on Mar 30 and Apr
23.
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0179 WIGEON (Anas penelope)

Regular winter visitor. Early year records were 17 Henfield Brooks on Jan 1,
and 4 Ferring Rife on Feb 14/15. The only spring seawatching record was of 2
passing Brighton Marina on Apr 24. Two autumn records were 30 W Worthing
Beach on Sep 19 and 2 W Shoreham on Sep 29. Winter records were 30 Adur
Levels on Nov 8 and a single near the railway bridge on Dec 25.

0182 GADWALL (Anas strepera)

Uncommon in the area. No records received for 1994.

0184 TEAL (Anas crecca)

Regular within the area. Recorded from Worthing Beach in March with a total
of 57 E. This total was largely comprised of 29 E on Mar 27 and 26 E on Mar 21.
The only other record received was of a single on Ferring Rife on Aug 13.

0186 MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos)

Common species. Breeding records from Ferring Rife show chick counts of 5
in April, 2 June and 10 July. By Adur Kennels 6 chicks were noted on May 13.
During September a regular easterly movement at dusk from Goring was
noted, a count of 46 being made on 25th. At the end of the year, counts around
the Lower Adur showed a December peak of 62.

0189 PINTAIL (Anas acuta)

Regular winter sightings from both coastal and inland sites. After 4 on
Henfield Brooks on Jan 1, there were no records until spring when Worthing
Beach recorded totals of 35 E and 1 W between Mar 18 and Apr 23, with a peak
of 26 E on Mar 27. Other spring records were 2 E West Pier, Brighton on Mar
21, and 4 E Brighton Marina on Mar 26. The only late year record was of 7 W
Worthing Beach on Dec 31.

0191 GARGANEY (Anas querquedula)
Rare passage migrant. One record - 3 E Brighton Marina on Mar 30.

0194 SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)

Regular winter visitor depending on weather conditions. No early records
and in spring the Worthing Beach total was 26 E, all in March. At Brighton
Marina were 10 Eon Apr 16. Late year records were 1 W over a residential part
of Shoreham Beach on Oct 16; and 2 in flooded fields in the Upper Adur Valley
on Nov 15.
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0198 POCHARD (Aythya ferina)

Regular winter visitor in small numbers. Only recorded from Brooklands and
Widewater between which the same birds obviously commute. Early year
maxima were 39 Jan; 31 Feb, and 28 Mar. Attheend of the year birds were noted
from Sep 14 with 2 on Brooklands and late year maxima were 26 Oct; and 36 Nov
and Dec.

0203 TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula)

Declining winter visitor. Another poor year for records with 8 noted Brooklands
during the early months at least until March but 4 were present there May 14th-
17th. Spring seawatches from Worthing produced a total of 15E between Mar
22 and May 19. After 4 on Brooklands on Sep 19 there were 14 during October
but no records received for Nov or Dec.

0204 SCAUP (Aythya marila)
Scarce winter visitor. One record:- 2E Worthing Beach Mar 21.

0206 EIDER (Somateria mollissima)

Regular offshore in winter, and passage migrant. A regular flock of 7 between
Hove and West Pier in the early months dwindled to 3 by May before dispers-
ing. Spring seawatching from Worthing Beach produced totals of 50E Mar; 21E
Apr; 430E May with peaks of 13E on Apr 21 and 16E on May 18. At the end of
the year 7 were off Shoreham Harbour on Oct 16 otherwise a single east off
Widewater on Sep 18.

0212 LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemalis)
Rare winter passage migrant. IW close to Shoreham Harbour entrance on Jan
23 was the only record.

0213 COMMON SCOTER (Melanitta nigra)

Common on spring passage. There were no significant records for the early
months then spring seawatches from Brighton Marina between Mar 26 and Apr
24 produced 331E witha peak of 221 on Apr 24. The totals from Worthing Beach
were :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

3 561 6711538 66 - 3 10
1 - 3 36 12 - - 26 - 1

s=m
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Peak movements were 228E on Mar 27; 199E on Apr 23 and 249E on May 13.
Away from Worthing Beach the only autumn record was 1W Shoreham
Harbour on Sep 19, and later on were 25 there on Dec 2.

0214 VELVET SCOTER (Melanitta fusca)

Fairly regular on passage. A flock of 9 were recorded off Hove on Feb 10, then
in spring were 4E off Brighton Marina on Mar 26 and the seawatch log from
Worthing Beach recorded 24E between Mar 27 and May 21 with a peak of 11E
on Apr 21. In the ‘wrong direction’ were 2W Widewater on Apr 20. There were
no late year records.

0218 GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
Regular winter visitor in small numbers. One record:- 3E Worthing Beach on
Mar 21.

0220 SMEW (Mergus albellus)

Rare winter visitor. No records for 1994.

0221 RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator)

Common offshore. At least 2 of the December visitors to Widewater lagoon
maintained a presence until early April. A single was on Brooklandson Jan 2,
3 wereon Adur Saltings on Jan 24 and in the harbour area (including Southwick
Canal) up to 8 were present in Jan and Feb. Monthly totals passing Worthing
Beach were :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 3 25 490 65 10 - - - 1 9 - 7
W r 6 30 M 1 - . e 6 = 7 <23

Peak movements were 111E on Mar 27 and 107E on Mar 30. Other spring
records were of 20 off Widewater on Mar 20 and 6 passing Brighton Marina on
Apr 24. In the later months a single on Brooklands from Oct 31 was noted (on
Nov 19) to be feeding on bread with the Mallards! Also on Nov 19 were 26W
Widewater and finally 2 birds frequented Widewater lagoon during Dec.

0223 GOOQSANDER (Mergus merganser)

Rare winter visitor. 1 male W, Goring Beach, on Nov 13 (DIS).
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0231 HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis apivorus)
Rare vagrant. 1 report of 1 over Preston Park on July 19 (GLC). The recorder is

interested to know if this record has been submitted to S.0.5..

0238 BLACK KITE (Milvus migrans)
Rare vagrant.1W over Lancing Ring between 1302 hrs and 1307 hrs on May 13
(RMS and SJDS). Full details to SOS and BBRC.

0260 MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)

Scarce passage migrant, almost annual. Only 1 record for 1994 - 1W (female or
imm) Worthing Beach on Aug 7 (JAN).

0261 HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)
Passage and occasional winter visitor, no longer annual. Another poor year
for this species with only a ringtail in the Goring area on Mar 29 (HJ).

0263 MONTAGU’S HARRIER (Circus pygargus)

Rare on passage. No records in 1994.

0267 GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
Very rare. A single reported over Stanmer Down on Apr 23 (JA). Details have
been submitted.

0269 SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)

Common and well established. Regular sightings throughout our area con-
tinue to reflect this species’ success. Reported from 10 localities during the
breeding season with pairs from Bevendean Down and Wild Park known to
have raised 2 young to flying stage.

0287 BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)

Regular sightings in the area. Fewer records than 1993 but still 1 probable
breeding record. Other records were: 1E Lancing Ring Mar 19; 1 Michelgrove
Apr 30; 1W Storrington May 1; 1 Mill Hill at dusk mobbed by corvids June 14;
1E Storrington Aug 14 and 3 September records from Steyning Round Hill,
Sompting Abbotts and Lancing Ring.

0301 QSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
Rare passage migrant. 1N over Preston Circus, Brighton on Aug 7 (ADW) and
1 south over Hollingdean at 5.50 pm on Aug 13 (ADW).
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0304 KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)

Common and well established. Breeding records received from 12 locations
with the following known successes:- 1 pair at Long Furlong raised 3 young; 1
pair Bevendean Down raised 2 young; 1 pair Devil's Dyke raised 2 young. No
significant records were received for the other months.

0309 MERLIN (Falco columbarius)

Regular in autumn/winter. The only early year record was of 1E Lancing on
Mar 17. The firstautumn record wasa single at Sompting Downs on Sep 27 then
in October were 1N Mill Hill on 12th and a female or juv. east over Shoreham
Harbour on 16th. Finally, a single at Ferring Rife on Dec 13.

0310 HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)

Regular passage migrant, may breed. First for the year was over Preston Park
Stn, Brighton on Apr 28 then nothing until May 8 with 1W over a Storrington
Garden. Between Apr 18 and Oct 5 recorded from 12 localities with monthly
totals as follows :-

Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct

1 5 4 1 8 1

The last record (Oct 5) was at Goring Gap.

0320 PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus)

Increasing within the area. The status of this species within the SDOS record-
ing area is currently under review. Frequent sightings at regular locations are
probably attributed to certain behavioural patterns; likewise the glut of records
from across the region. 1E Worthing Beach on Mar 19 was probably a passage
migrant.

0358 RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa)
Regular, with hybridisation reducing true stock. Probably under-recorded.
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During the breeding season recorded only from Devil's Dyke and Foredown
Hill.

0367 GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)

Common, maybe declining. Significant counts included 14 Stretham on Jan 1;
10 Foredown Hill on Aug 31; 8 Sheepcote Valley on Sep 17 and 13 there on Oct
29; and 7 Goring Gap on Oct 9. Breeding season pairs were noted from
Bevendean Down, Wild Park, Devil's Dyke, Highdown, Lower Adur Valley,
Lancing Ring, Goring Gap and Ferring Rife.

0370 QUAIL (Coturnix coturnix)
Rare but regular summer visitor. East Brighton Golf Course singing 16th June
(ADW). 1 calling Ditchling Beacon on Aug 10 (ADW; IJW).

0394 PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus)
Common. Presentin suitable habitatacross the region. Breeding season counts
received were 2 prs Devil’s Dyke and 1 pr Wildpark.

0407 WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)

Regular winter visitor, may breed. Three records for the year: 1 Upper Adur
Levels Mar 2; 1 Shoreham Sanctuary Jan 31 and a bird was again present in
Upper Adur Valley on Nov 16.

0421 CORNCRAKE (Crex crex)
Extremely rare passage migrant. One flushed from Sheepcote Valley, Brighton

on Sep 17 (ADW). This is the first record since March 1973, and has been
submitted to SOS.

0424 MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)

Common. Counts from Brooklands show maxima of 40 Jan, 46 Marand 22 Nov.
Early year peak counts on Ferring Rife were 8 during Jan, and in the breeding
season up to 6 juvs were noted there in Apr and another 5 juvs in June. Up to
10 were on the Rife Sep/Oct before a peak of 40 in Nov. Elsewhere, birds were
recorded regularly from New Salts Farm and Upper Adur Valley.

0429 COOT (Fulica atra)
Common. Maxima at Brooklands were 87 Jan, 50 Mar, 93 Sep (including 10

juvs), 86 Oct, 80 Nov and 71 Dec. A single was on Widewater on Apr 21.
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0433 CRANE (Grus grus)

Rare vagrant. A pair or a small flock was heard calling over Findon Valley
before dawn on Oct 17 heading approx. SE -S (R]S). Later, a well watched single
on the Upper Adur Levels north of Bramber from Nov 7 to 9th (BFF, SRA et al).
All records have been submitted for consideration.

0450 OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)

Common. Unfortunately the Goring wader roost had apparently moved to
Kingston Beach, just west of our recording boundary, but maxima were 25 Sep,
22 Oct, 15 Nov and 23 Dec. Maxima for the Adur were 10 Jan, 27 Feb, 2 Sep, 7
Oct and 9 Nov.

Spring seawatches from Worthing Beach between Mar and May produced 223
Eand 51 W with peaks of 37 Eon Mar 27 and 30 E on Mar 30. At Brighton Marina
26 passed east on Apr 23.

0456 AVOCET (Recurvirostra avosetta)
Uncommon but regular passage wader. 2 passing Brighton Marina on Apr 23
was the only record.

0469 LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)

Irregular in recent years. No records submitted for 1994.

0470 RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)
Common, with breeding pairs. Maximum counts from Adur and Goring water
roosts are as follows :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

A 142 95 51 - 48 - - 147 102 152 228 NC
G - - - = - - 15 80 3 NC &85

The use of the Goring Gap roost is no longer consistent. Early year counts
elsewhere included 125 on Shoreham Beach on Jan 11 and a max. of 70 at
Brighton Marina on Jan 30. Late year counts on Shoreham Beach (west of the
Fort) gave a maximum of 335 on Nov 22 and there were 45 in Brighton Marina
on Nov 19.

Spring movements were insignificant but totals at Worthing Beach were 37E in
August and 31E with 38W in September.
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Breeding records included 1 pr. holding territory on the beach near Brooklands
and 2 prs. in Brighton Marina. A nest containing 3 eggs was noted at
Widewater.

0482 DOTTEREL (Eudromias morinellis)
Rare passage migrant. No records for 1994.

0485 GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)

Regular winter flocks. Early year counts in the Upper Adur Valley gave a
maximum of 50 for January and there were 26 there on Feb 8. The only other
records were 22 New Salts Farm on Jan 15 and 26 Shoreham Airfield on Feb 19.

First autumn record was 8 over Sompting Downs on Sep 26 then after 3 in the
Upper Adur Valley on Nov 30 the Dec maximum here rose to 10. There were
19 at Goring Gap on Dec 19.

0486 GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)

Regular coastal winter flocks, passage migrant. The only count from Goring
wader roost was 121 as a December max. although 30 were noted on Goring
Beach in Mar. Between Jan and Mar the Adur max. was 13, butonly 3 at the end
of the year.

Totals for Worthing Beach during spring passage were 45E in Mar and 172E in
May with peaks of 34E on May 2 and 33E on May 11.

0493 LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)

Common, but now rare as a breeding species. Counts for January were 2,000
on the Upper Adur levels and 1,000 for New Salts Farm, Airfield, etc. A count
along Ferring Rife on Jan 19 produced 60 birds. Birds were noted displaying on
Lancing Hill but no breeding records were received.

Winter flocks progressively built up after July: at Ferring Rife there were 30
present on July 26 then up to 60in Aug, 150in Octand a peak of 800in Nov. The
Lower Adur flock was noted at 169 on Aug 13,338 on Sep 1, 805 on Sep 14 and
1500 by early Dec. Max. count on the Upper Adur was 1,000 on Dec 14.

0496 KNOT (Calidris canutus)
Regular passage wader. A relatively poor spring passage at Worthing brought
a Mar-May total of 53E comprising 1E Mar, 5E Apr, and 47E May.
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A single present on the Adur from Feb 19 to Mar 19 may possibly have been the
bird noted in summer plumage later in the spring. No late year records.

0497 SANDERLING (Calidris alba)

Common winter wader. Another casualty of the decline of the Goring wader
roost, the only count here was of 45in Dec. Goring Beach countsincluded a max.
of 14 in Mar and 15 in Aug.

Spring passage past Worthing Beach gave the following totals:

Mar Apr May
E 99 70 186
w - 8 52

Peak movement was 59E on Mar 27. Other beach counts included 40 Worthing
Beach on Mar 10 and 14 Lancing Beach Jan 13.

0501 LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta)
Irregular passage wader. A very poor year with one spring record from the
Adur on May 8.

0509 CURLEW SANDPIPER (Calidris ferruginea)
Irregular passage wader. A single noted on the Adur from Sep 11th-14th and

2 noted there on Sep 18.

0510 PURPLE SANDPIPER (Calidris maritima)

Small wintering flocks annually. Between Janand Apr reported from 3 coastal
sites. A pair in Brighton Marina remained until at least April 23;3 in Shoreham
Harbour also remained until April and there is a record of 2 on Worthing Beach
on Jan 9.

Late records were 2-3 in Shoreham Harbour from Oct 30 to the end of the year;
up to 4 at Brighton Marina Nov/Dec.

0512 DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
Commonest wader species in area. The only counts for Goring wader roost
were from two dates in December when there were 162 on 3rd and 603 on 31st.
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Adur counts for the year with monthly maxima were as follows:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1397 97 2 - 4 - - 20 31, 6 23 232

Movements were noted from Worthing Beach between March and June giving
the following totals:-

Mar Apr May Jun

E 82 146 86
W 3 1 1 3

Peak movement was 86E on Apr 22. The only beach counts were 267 Shoreham
Fort on Jan 11, a pre-roost gathering on Worthing Beach of 80 on Mar 5; and a
Goring Beach count during March of 166.

0517 RUEFEF (Philomachus pugnax)
Normally regular passage migrant in small numbers. No records for 1994.

0518 JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)

Regular winter visitor in small numbers. Up to 2 Ferring Rife from Jan-Mar
with 1 there on Mar 21. The brief cold snap in February which produced a
covering of snow on the morning of 15th also produced a single at Widewater.
A single at the same place on 21st was probably the same bird and there were
subsequently up to 3 there into early March.

The regular Rife birds may have deserted us as the only record for late year was
a single on Nov 5. Elsewhere, a single on Beeding Brooks on Oct 28.

0519 SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)
Common outside breeding season. Early year maxima were 123 Lower Adur
in Jan; 200 Upper Adur in Feb; and 100 Ferring Rife in Mar.

Few records received for the late year but unusual were singles at Sheepcote
Valley on Sep 17 and Oct 18.
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0529 WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)
Irregular winter visitor and passage migrant. Three records:- 2 at Wild Park
on Mar 26; 1 at Wild Park on Nov 5, and 1 at Sheepcote on Nov 8.

0532 BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa)

Regular but uncommon in area. Three records for the year comprising 9E
Worthing Beach on Apr 23 with 17E there on May 13, and 4E over Steyning
Round Hill on Aug 6.

0534 BAR-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa lapponica)

Common passage wader. Totals for Worthing Beach spring seawatches were
5E for Mar, 91Eand 1W for Apr, and 416E with 22W for May. Peak day was May
10 with 107E.

Noted, during May, at Widewater and Adur with the last record being a single
on May 22. The only autumn record was of an individual on the Aduron Sep 11.

0538 WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus)

Common onspring passage. First for the year were 5E Brighton Marinaon Apr
16. Spring records passing Worthing Beach were 247E/60W in Apr and 95E/
2W in May with a peak of 95E on Apr 22. Elsewhere were 22NE over West
Worthing on Apr 22; 18E Marina on Apr 23 with 10E on the 24th; and a single
by the tollbridge on May 7.

Only 1 autumn record: 1W Widewater on Aug 11.

0541 CURLEW (Numenius arquata)

Common on passage. A disappointing year for this species with records for the
first half coming only from Worthing Beach seawatches where 13 passed east
and 1 passed west from Feb-May inclusive.

Records for July-Dec from across the region were 2W over Broadwater on July
3 with 1W nearby on Aug 1; 2W Widewater on Sep 18; and 1E Lancing on Sep
21. Worthing Beach totals for Sep and Oct were 1E and 3E respectively.

0545 SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus)

Rare passage wader. No records in 1994.
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0546 REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)
Common. Counts from the Adur estuary produced monthly maxima as fol-
lows:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
136 132 105 - - - - - 38 103 63 NC

The regular leucistic bird was present early year on the Adur and again from Oct 2.

0548 GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia)

Regular passage wader. The recorder has received no spring records for this
species.

Autumn fared little better with only 5 records. After 1 over Shoreham Sanctu-
ary on July 9 there were 1E Ferring Beach and 1E Worthing Beach on Aug 12;
a single on the Adur on Aug 20 and finally and 1 calling over Brighton at 4am
on Sep 17.

0553 GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)

Regular wintering wader. Recorded only from the Upper Adur levels where 6
were noted in Jan and 3 in Feb. Not recorded again until a pair on Nov 8 which
stayed into the new year.

0554 WOOD SANDPIPER (Tringa glareola)

Rare passage wader. No records for 1994.

0556 COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)

Common passage wader, occasionally over wintering. No winter records for
the first part of the year and the first for spring were 2 Brighton Marina on Apr
30. On May 14 a single passed Worthing Beach which may have been the
individual reported at Widewater that day, and there were 2 adjacent to the
Adur Flyover. A further single passed Worthing on May 22.

A solitary bird was near the cement works on June 26; 2 were at Goring Gap on
Aug4, and a max. of 3 frequented sites around the Lower Adur during Aug and
Sep. After asingle in Shoreham Harbour on Oct 15, aregular visitor around the
Lower Adur during Oct and Nov may have over-wintered.

23




0561 TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres)

Passage wader and regular winter visitor. Recorded from seawatches at
Worthing Beach during Mar (29E), Apr (11E), and May (33E) with a peak of 12E
on May 14. No significant records were forthcoming from the Adur Estuary or
Goring Gap. A beach count at Shoreham Fort on Feb 19 produced 17 birds, and
later in the year up to 25 were noted in Nov and Dec. There were 14 on Ferring
Beach on Nov 5.

0565 GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius)

Very rare visitor. No records for 1994.

0566 POMARINE SKUA (Stercorarius pomarinus)
Regular on spring passage in varying numbers. At Worthing Beach recorded

on 7 dates between Apr 23 and May 13 with a total of 62 comprising the
following:- 6E Apr 23, 3E May 2, 5E May 3, 1 on sea May 8, 2E May 10, 9E May
11 and 36E May 13. Other records were 2E Brighton Marina on Apr 23, 2E West
Pier and 7E Widewater on May 3.

0567 ARCTIC SKUA (Stercorarius parasiticus)
Regular spring/autumn. Monthly totals from Worthing Beach were:

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

E 7 53 25 - - - .
w - - 2 1 - . 1

First were 7E on Mar 27 and peak movement was 18E on Apr 23. Elsewhere,
there were 3E Brighton Marina on Apr 23 with 10E there on Apr 24, and 1E West
Pier on May 3. Another unexceptional autumn with TW Widewater on Sep 3,
1W Worthing on Sep 10, 2W Widewater on Sep 14 on 1 imm E over Shoreham
Harbour on Sep 19.

0569 GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius skua)

Regular visitor in small numbers. Spring records from Worthing Beach were
2E on Mar 30, 1E on Apr 23, 1E on May 11 and 2W on June 6. The only other
record was 1E Brighton Marina on Apr 23. There were no autumn records.




0575 MEDITERRANEAN GULL (Larus melanocephalus)

Increasing numbers within area. Spring seawatches from Worthing Beach
produced passage birds between Mar 30 and May 13 as follows :-

22nd year Eand W on Mar 30, 12nd year E on Apr 20, another 2nd year on Apr
23,1 1st year E on Apr 29, 1 1st year E on May 3, 1 1st year offshore on May 11
and 1 1st year E on May 13.

Early year records come from Shoreham Harbour and Brighton Marina, the
former having the regular ringed 2nd winter bird and an adult bird during Jan
and Feb, and the latter having anadultduringearly Feb. Also there, were adults
east on Mar 26 and Apr 24.

After a Ist summer bird on Goring Beach from Aug 1 - Aug 3, the ringed
individual returned to Shoreham Harbour on Aug 18 now in adult plumage
and remaining until the end of the year and later joined by a second unringed
adult, possibly the bird recorded on Shoreham Airfield on Oct 30. The
Shoreham Harbour saga intensified during December with a 1st winter bird
present between 10th and 19th and a further adult with one leg and oil on the
belly in the company of a 2nd winter bird on Dec 6th.

Other late year records were an example of each of the three plumage phases on
Worthing Beach on Sep 23rd, 1 1st year on Brooklands on Nov 20, another 1st
year at Goring Beach on Dec 12th, and an unspecified bird west at Worthing on

Dec 31st.
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0578 LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus)

Regular on spring/autumn passage. An adult wasresidentin Brighton Marina
from late Jan to early Feb. Spring seawatches from Worthing recorded a total
of 71E from Mar-May comprising 3E in Mar, 31E in Apr and 37E in May.
Brighton Marina recorded 8E on Apr 23 and 2E on 24th. Autumn and late year
records were 1 off Widewater on Aug 13, 1 off Shoreham on Aug 27 and 5W
Shoreham on Nov 19.

0582 BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus)
Common. Spring passage at Worthing produced the following totals :-
Mar Apr May
E 1185 832 155
w 8 584 13

Monthly maxima from Ferring Rife were as follows :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
200 300 160 50 - 200 400 300

Other early year counts were 1500 Wyckham on Jan 1st, 2000+ Shoreham
Airfield on Jan 6th, and 250 Wild Park in Feb. An aberrant adult with all white
plumage relieved only by black primary tips was at Goring Beach from Sep 4
- Oct 21 and Wild Park maxima for Nov and Dec were 100 and 250 respectively.

0590 COMMON GULL (Larus canus)
Common in winter. Monthly totals from the Worthing seawatch log from Mar-
May were :-

Mar Apr May
E 820 81 35
w - 70

Early year counts included a max of 200 at Wild Park in Jan, 30 Ferring Rife on
Jan28, 1250 in fields north of Cissbury on Feb 2, 300 Saddlescombe on Mar 5, and
48 (mainly 2nd year) at Shoreham tollbridge on Apr 11. An albino bird was at
Cuckoo’s Corner on Feb 22. Some late year counts were 100 Cissbury on Sep 4,
510 Lower Adur on Dec 26, and max. 350 Wild Park in Dec.




0591 LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)

Common in winter, now breeding in small numbers. Lower Adur totals for
Jan and Feb were 12 for each month. Worthing Beach monthly seawatch totals
were 28E March and 1E April peaking on Mar 27 with 15E.

Breeding records included at least 2 pairs on central Brighton rooftops and a
pair near Palmeira Square, Hove.

0592 HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)

Common, expanding breeding population. Breeding season records received
included a pair raising 2 young in Hangleton Road, Hove, and 10 pairs in two
streets in the Hollingdean area of Brighton. At least 3 nests were reported from
residential Shoreham.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus michahellis)

Regular autumn flock. Recorded on the Adur between July 11th and October;
monthly maxima were 4 July, 11 Aug, 6 Sep and 2 Oct.

0598 ICELAND GULL (Larus glaucoides)

Rare winter visitor. A 1st winter bird was present in Shoreham Harbour from
Jan 11th-13th (BFF). Details to S.0.S.

0599 GLAUCOQUS GULL (Larus hyperboreus)

Rare winter visitor. A single adult east off Widewater on Apr 22.

0600 GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)

Common. The only Adur counts received were 90 on May 22 and 223 on Nov
28. Counts from Ferring Rife were 26 on Apr 4 and 30 on Nov 20.

0602 KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla)

Fairly common on passage. The monthly totals from Worthing Beach were :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E - 133 42 128 4 -2 - - - -
W 24 - 9 18 21 8 -1 2 2 - -

Peak movement was 117E on Mar 27. Spring movements from Brighton Marina
included 105E on Mar 26,48E on Apr 16, 40E on Apr 23,and 11E on Apr 24. The
only late year record was 1 imm E Shoreham Harbour on Dec 9.
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0611 SANDWICH TERN (Sterna sandvicensis)
Common on passage. First for the year were 2E Worthing Beach and a single
off Widewater on Mar 20. Monthly totals from Worthing were :-

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
E 1911615 559 12 - 21 15 2
W 2 21 13 22 - 17 77

Peak movement was 1069E on Apr 23 and the last were 2E on Oct 19th.

Autumn records included 4 on Widewater on Aug 13 with 77W there during 40
mins. during the evening of 16th. Shoreham Harbour recorded 10on Sep 19and
6 on Oct 2.

0614 ROSEATE TERN (Sterna dougallii)

Very rare on passage. 1E Worthing Beach on Apr 24 (JAN) may have been the
bird recorded off Brighton Marina on the same day (JA, visiting Swedish
observer). Also, 2E Goring and Worthing on May 21 (JAN et al). All records
have been submitted to S.0.S.

0615 COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)
Common on passage. The only record of specifically identified birds relates to

10 juvs. in Shoreham Harbour on Sep 26.

0616 ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea)
Seen on passage, but rarely split from Common Tern. The only substantiated
record was of a juvenile off Widewater on Aug 25 (MCC).

COMMON/ARCTIC TERN
After the 1st record of 7E at Worthing on Mar 27, monthly totals from the
Worthing log were :-

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
E 115504 556 1 - 46 41
w - - 5 1 . 2 96

Peak movement was 5155E on Apr 23. Peak movement at Brighton Marina on
the same day was 3795E. Last record for the year was 16W Worthing Beach on
Sep 28.
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0624 LITTLE TERN (Sterna albifons)

Fairly common on spring passage. First for the year were 13E Worthing Beach
on Apr 22. Monthly maxima here were 87E Apr and 66E /1W May with a peak
of 66E on Apr 23. Brighton Marina recorded 21E on the same day. No autumn
records.

0627 BLACK TERN (Chlidonias niger)

Regular on passage. At Worthing Beach favourable conditions produced a
grand total of 60E on Apr 23; thereafter 2E on May 3, and 1E on May 24. Brighton
Marina recorded 16E on Apr 23 and 2E on 24th.

The only autumn record was of a single west off Worthing on Sep 19.

0628 WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN (Chlidonias leucopterus)

Rare passage migrant. A record of a winter-plumaged adult in Shoreham
Harbour on Oct 15 (BFF) has been submitted to SOS and BBRC.

0634 GUILLEMOT (Uria aalge)

Regular in winter. Recorded from Shoreham Harbour in the early months with
singles on Jan2 and Feb 6. A bird off Widewater on the previous day (5th) may
have been the same individual. Brighton Marina recorded an oiled bird on Feb
19 and another bird offshore on Mar 26. Specifically identified from Worthing
during March with 1E and 2W. Unusual was a bird on the Upper Adur on Feb 6.
In the second half of the year were 1 in summer plumage off Goring on Aug 3,
1 off Worthing on Aug 20 with 1E there on Sep 20, and 3 off Shoreham Harbour
on Dec 16.

0636 RAZORBILL (Alca forda)

Regular off-shore. Spring passage from Worthing produced totals of 1IE/11W
for Mar and 4E for May, with a peak of 10W on Mar 22nd. In addition was a
single on the sea on May 6. There were 2 off Brighton Marina with a small party
of Common Scoter on May 7 and a single there on May 11.

0647 LITTLE AUK (Allealle)

Very rare late autumn migrant. No records in 1994.

0654 PUFFIN (Fratercula arctica)
Extremely rare winter migrant. No records in 1994.
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AUK SPECIES
Recorded only between January and June, monthly totals from Worthing were
as follows :-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
E 2 2 830 9
W 5 TR R

Peak movement was 75W on Mar 22. Records from Brighton Marina were 4 on
Apr 16 and 2 on Apr 24 but direction was not specified.

0668 STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)

Common breeding species. Breeding season records come from Devil's Dyke,
Lancing College Farm, Bevendean Down (1pr), and Wild Park (3 prs). Signifi-
cant counts come from Goring Gap with 25 on Mar 20, 38 Wild Park on Feb 27,
and 16 Sompting Downs on Sep 23.

0670 WOQODPIGEON (Columba palumbus)

Extremely common. Breeding season counts included 42 prs Wild Park, 14 prs
Bevendean Down and 12 prs Devil's Dyke. Early year counts were 380 near
Lancing College on Feb 12 and 120 Ferring Rife on Mar 5. Later in the year were
200 SE over Worthing on Nov 6 and 500 NW over Brooklands on the same day.
Specific counts for Nov were 55 Brighton Cemeteries, 35 Withdean Park and 65
Wild Park, whilst December’s counts for the same were 77, 22 and 48 respec-
tively.

0684 COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto)

Common. 19 prs bred Wild Park and 6prs bred Bevendean Down. Early counts
included 26 Manor Garden, Southwick, in Jan, and 54 Burstead Woods, Brighton.
Significant late year counts were 300 over Adur tollbridge on Nov 8, 40 Ferring
Rife on Dec 14, and a max. of 44 Wild Park during Dec.

0687 TURTLE DOVE (Streptopelia turtur)

Summer visitor, declining as breeding species. The first in our area was a
single on Newtimber Hill on May 11, and during the breeding season there were
pairs on Southwick Hill and Devil's Dyke.A very poor autumn passage in-
volved 6 birds from Aug 6 (Shoreham Sanctuary) to the last on Sompting
Downs on Sep 23.
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0712 RING-NECKED PARAKEET (Psittacula krameri)

Small breeding colony. The maximum count for Wild Park /Hollingbury was
4 all year. Other records were 2W over Patcham on Mar 22, 3 in a Withdean
garden from Aug-Nov, 1E calling over Goring on Sep 2, and 1 Hove Fire Station
on Oct 19.

0724 CUCKOQO (Cuculus canorus)

Common breeding summer visitor. A rather poor spring with 4 from Cissbury
between Apr 24 and June 6, a single at Wildpark on Apr 28 and only one other
record of an arrival off the sea at Brighton Marina on May 18. Breeding season
records were from Devil's Dyke, Lancing Ring, Highdown, Lower Adur Valley,
Clapham and Castle Goring. The only autumn record was at Cissbury on Aug
14.

0735 BARN OWL (Tyto alba)

Small breeding population, possibly declining. Only one record received of
1 W over Hangleton Link Road at dusk on Mar 29.

0757 LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)

Small breeding population in area. Residents birds also present during the
breeding season were at Michelgrove, New Erringham Farm, Findon Valley,
Winding Bottom (Bramber), Devil's Dyke area, Wyckham Farm, Applesham
Farm and Benfield Valley. A single bird was on Mill Hill on Dec 6.

0761 TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)

Breeds in both urban and rural areas. Resident pairs recorded from Shoreham
Sanctuary, Applesham Farm, Portslade, Southwick, Cissbury, Goring, Wor-
thing and Maybridge. Two birds at Broadwater on Oct 11 were only the third
record therein 10 years. Known breeding successes were 2 chicksat Applesham
Farm and Shoreham Sanctuary.

0767 LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)

Small winter population. One calling in our area from Mar 4 to Apr 1.

0768 SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)

Migrant and small winter population. Only 1 record for the early months was
a single over a Southwick garden on Jan 11. Two autumn records were 1 W
Goring Gap on Sep 27 which circled overhead and returned eastwards, then 1
Sheepcote Valley Oct 18-28.
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0778 NIGHTIJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)

Rare summer migrant, formerly bred. No records for 1994.

0795 SWIFT (Apus apus)

Common and widespread. First for the year was 1 W Goring Gap on Apr 23.
General arrivals occurred after Apr 30 with peaks noted on May 13/14. After
this date were 100+ W at Brighton Marina on May 18 and 150 Ditchling Beacon
on 28th. Records of breeding colonies were from Dudley Road, Brighton; urban
Hove; Shoreham; Steyning and Broadwater.

An early departure was indicated with local populations falling rapidly after
late July, and August movements included 100 Hollingbury Camp on Aug 3
and 150 W Broadwater on Aug 15. After singles at West Worthing and
Broadwater on Sep 1and 6th respectively, last was at Hollingbury Camp on Sep
17.

0831 KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)

Breeds in small numbers, winter visitor. Resident in Lower and Upper Adur
valleys, probably 2-3 birds early and late year in each valley but breeding
numbers uncertain. A single present along Ferring Rife throughout Feb, and
from Sep 13 to at least Dec 23. Other records were singles in Queen's Park,
Brightonand at the Marina during Feb/Mar and 1 at WestPier during Mar. Late
year records were singles in Shoreham Harbour on Oct30and Sompting Brooks
on Dec 22.

0846 HOOPOE (Upupa epops)

Rare passage migrant. None in 199%4.

0848 WRYNECK (Jynx torquilla)
Rare passage migrant. An unsubstantiated record of a single at Sussex Univer-
sity on May 3.

0856 GREEN WOQODPECKER (Picus viridis)

Regular breeding resident. Breeding records come from Wild Park (2 prs),
Devil's Dyke, New Salts Farm, Lower Adur Valley, Newtimber (2 prs), Lancing
College, Lancing Ring and Findon Valley where 2 prs were reported as
successful. Regular reports were also received from Shoreham Sanctuary,
Cissbury, Goring Gap and Ferring Rife.
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0876 GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos major)
Regular breeding resident. Resident birds were reported from Findon Valley,
Cissbury, Washington Common, Devil's Dykeand Wild Park. All were present
during the breeding season. Odd records were of singlesat Lancing Ring on Jan
1, Goring Gap on Oct 8, Shoreham Sanctuary on Dec 19 and Brighton Cemeter-
ies throughout Dec. A 1st year female was ringed in Shoreham Sanctuary on
Dec 20.

0887 LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos minor)
Scarce, has bred. A single on the Upper Adur Valley near Stretham on Oct 24
is our only record.

0974 WOODLARK (Lullula arborea)
Rare migrant. Two records: a single N over Wild Park on Oct 6 (ADW), 1E near
Hollingdean on Oct 15 (IJW).

0976 SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)

Common. Early year counts received were 100 Sheepcote Valley on Feb 19 and
200 Ditchling Beacon on Feb 26. Breeding season records were 11 prs Wild Park,
5 prs Bevendean Down, 3 prs Devil's Dyke, 16 prs Benfield Valley, 14 prs
Foredown Hill, 6 prs Highdown, 7 prs Goring Gap, 2 prs Ferring Rife, and 1 pair
Widewater. Autumn migration at Hollingbury Camp between Sep 25 and Nov
26 produced a total of 600+ whilst max. counts during Sep from Sompting
Downs and Lancing Ring were 45 and 61 respectively. Visible movements at
Goring Gap were80E on Oct 11and 50E onOct 17. Finally, acounton Southwick
Hill on Dec 23 produced 88 birds.

0981 SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)

Summer migrant, breeds at one site. First of the year were 3 over Sompting
Brooks on Apr 1 followed by 6 there the following day (2nd). Spring passage
was unremarkable (or unreported!) and at Sandgate Park 120 holes were
occupied during the breeding season.

Autumn passage gave a Hollingbury Camp total of 64 between July 23 and Sep
28; Lancing Ring’s total for Sep was 91 and 150 were over Sompting Brooks on
Sep 22. Elsewhere records totalled 49 from across the region, until the last at
Woodvale Cemetery, Brighton on Oct 20.
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0992 SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)

Common summer visitor. First for the year was a single at Goring on Mar 29
followed by 2 at Stretham on Mar 31. Again, spring passage was unremarkable
and breeding season records came from Bevendean Down(1 pr), Patcham Place
(2 prs), New Salts Farm(1 pr) New Barn Farm, Portslade (1 pr),and Saddlescombe
Farm where 2 prs raised 6 young.

Mammoth movements occurred during autumn with Lancing Ring recording
15,000 during Sep (peak 5,634 on Sep 23); Sompting Downs 20,500 during Sep
(peak 12,000 on Sep 22), and Hollingbury Camp noting 14,235 fromJuly 23-Oct
21 (peak 10,200 on Sep 23). Elsewhere, other heavy movements were noted
between Aug 21 and 23, and generally between Sep 22 and 24. Ostensibly, last
for the year were 2 at Woodvale Crematorium on Nov 8 barring a single at Mill
Hill on Dec 14.

0995 RED-RUMPED SWALLOW (Hirundo daurica)

Rare spring passage migrant. A singleat Cuckoo’s Corner withother hirundines
on May 28 (CEH). Details have been submitted.

1001 HQUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica)

Summer visitor. First for the year were 2 Ferring Rife on Apr 24 followed by 3
there on Apr 30. Breeding records were from Sussex University (12 prs), North
Portslade, Lancing College (large colony), Broadwater (4 prs), and a pair in
Southwick successfully raised 2 young.

Peak autumn movements from a total area count of over 15,000 birds were 4,100
Hollingbury Camp on Sep 23, 2,485 Lancing Ring same day and 1,726 Sompting
Downs on Sep 26. Largest movements occurred from Sep 23-26. Last record
was a single over Shoreham Harbour on Oct 28.

1009 TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)

Fairly common on passage. There was 1 spring record - a single at Cissbury on
Apr 21. Autumn passage at Hollingbury produced 76 birds between Aug 20
and Oct 1; and at Cissbury 10 birds from Aug 2 to Sep 18 and elsewhere were
singles at Lancing Ring on Sep 23 and 28, and 2 over Waterhall on Aug 28. Last
record was at Hollingbury Camp on Oct 1.
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1011 MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)

Common. February counts included 30 at Widewater on Feb 15 and 30 along
the A27 by-pass at Hove on Feb 20. Noticeable movements took place between
Mar 17 and 26 with northerly movements of up to 100 birds noted from
Widewater, Broadwater, Goring Gap and Worthing Beach. At this time were
77 Sompting Brooks and 143 Lancing Ring both on 26th. A further influx
occurred on Apr 16 with 42 crossing over Brighton Marina.

Breeding records received were 10 prs Devil's Dyke, 1 pr Fulking Down, 1 pr
Beeding Hill and 1 pr Wild Park. Doubtless there were many more. Autumn
records involved a total of 2,154 at Hollingbury Camp between Sep 16 and Nov
26, a Sep total of 626 at Sompting Brooks, 251E in 30 mins at Worthing Beach on
Sep 23 and 180E there in 2 hrs on Sep 24.

1014 ROCK PIPIT (Anthus petrosus)

Regular winter resident, occasionally breeds. Present in the early months at
Shoreham Fort (max. 12 on Jan 15), and Widewater (4). A pair noted at Brighton
Marina in late April were later seen with young.

After a single at Shoreham Fort on Sep 10 the count increased there to at least
a regular 10 by the end of the year although 12 were noted on Dec 31. Other
records were 2 Hove Lagoon Sep 17, 4 Goring Gap Oct 19, and 2 Brighton
Marina Oct 22.

1015 WATER PIPIT (Anthus spinoletta)
Irregular winter visitor. No records in 1994.

1017 YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava)

Common on passage. First for the year were 2 Sompting Brooks on Apr 15th
then 8 there on 16th and on the same day 3 arrivals were noted at Brighton
Marina. Other spring records were 3 New Salts Farm on Apr 22, 2 Hollingbury
Camp on Apr 30 and a single there on May 9. Breeding may have taken place
in the vicinity of Ferring Rife.

Autumn passage involved a total of 273 birds (very under-reported) with 76 of
these recorded from Sompting Brooks, 43 from Goring Gap, 40 from Cissbury
and 24 from Hollingbury Camp. Last were 7 Sompting Downs and 17 Sompting
Brooks on Sep 28.
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1019 GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)

Noted on passage, may breed. Wintering birds were recorded from Ferring
Rife (Jan/Feb), Wyckham Farm/Stretham area (Jan), Kings Barn (Jan 1st), and
Buckingham Road, Shoreham (Jan 17). A pair bred along the river Storr at
Storrington, but success is unknown.

The autumn total at Hollingbury Camp was 19 between Sep 16 to Oct 12, with
a peak of 5 on Oct 12. There were also records from Cissbury on 3 dates from
Aug?21 to Sep 18. Then regular on Ferring Rife from Sep 21 to the end of the year
with up to 2 birds present. Also recorded sporadically from many locations
including Sompting Downs, Sompting Brooks, Adur Saltings, Shoreham Har-
bour, Upper Adur Levels, Brighton Level, and central Brighton, the latter in
residence from Oct to the year end.

1020 PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)

Common with large winter roosts. Early year counts were 70 Lancing/
Widewater Beaches on Jan 23 and 16 Shoreham Harbour on Feb 19. Present
during the breeding season at Maybridge, Durrington, Patching Pond and
Titnore Lane. Late year counts were 50 E Goring Gap on Oct 11, 40 N Goring
on Oct 16, and 20 Brighton Marina on Nov 24.

1066 WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes)

Common. No early year counts were received. Breeding season counts were
103 prs Wildpark, 33 prs Devil’s Dyke, and 24 prs Bevendean Down. Countsin
the late year were 37 Brighton Cemeteries in Nov and 51 in Dec; 21 Withdean
Park in Nov and 22 in Dec; 68 Wildpark in Nov/Dec.

1084 DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis)

Common. Breeding counts were 19 prs Devil's Dyke, 14 prs Bevendean Down
and 62 prs Wildpark. Late year counts were 8 Brighton Cemeteries in Nov and
12in Dec; 13 Withdean Park in Nov and 14 in Dec; and 64 Wildpark in Nov and
61 in Dec.

1099 ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula)

Common. Breeding counts were 44 prs Devil's Dyke, 33 prs Bevendean Down,
and 137 prs Wildpark. Late year counts were 45 Brighton Cemeteries in Nov
with 58 in Dec; 48 Withdean Park in Nov and 28in Dec;and 182 Wildpark in Nov
and 103 in Dec.

36




1104 NIGHTINGALE (Luscinia megarhynchos)

Passage species, but declining as a breeding bird. The only spring records
were of 3 singing in the Lower Adur Valley within a mile radius of the Cement
Works. In the autumn 8 records from Cissbury between Aug 1 and Aug 21
including 5 rung.

1121 BLACK REDSTART (Pheonicurus ochruros)

Fairly regular autumn/winter, occasional breeder in area. Winter records
from Jan-Mar were of singles at Brighton Marina, Southwick Power Station, and
Shoreham Harbour. During the breeding season a male was in full song at a
location in Brighton.

During October a single was present on Hollingdean Allotments on 13th and
possibly the same bird from Nov 9-23. Two were on Ferring Beach on Nov 5,
2 in Upper Adur Valley on Nov 8, and odd sightings from either side of
Shoreham Harbour entrance during Nov/Dechaveinvolved atleast 5 different
birds. On Dec 23, 4 individuals were noted on the Southwick side coinciding
with 1 on the Fort side. There were also 2 at Brighton Marina from Nov to year
end.

1121 REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)

Fairly common passage migrant, especially in autumn. Only one spring
record - a male in a West Worthing garden on Apr 20. Noted from late Aug to
early Oct with 44 passing through Hollingbury Camp between Aug 23 and Sep
27 (peak 9 on Sep 14), and from various other locations. Last was at Cissbury
on Oct 3.

1137 WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)

Common on autumn passage. Firstof the year was a male on Sompting Brooks
on Apr 15. A total of 14 passed through our area during the spring and of
interest was an adult female at Goring Gap on June 13.

Autumn passage involved 290 birds, with Hollingbury Camp recording 122 of
these between Aug 12 and Oct 3, with a peak of 27 on Sep 14. Other large
gatherings were 35 Sheepcote Valley on Sep 17 and 23 New Erringham Farmon
Sep 17 also. After the last Hollingbury Camp record on Oct 3, the recorder
would be interested in brief details of the individual reported from Sheepcote
Valley from Oct 22 to Nov 12, in view of the late date.
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1139 STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)

Regular in winter, occasionally breeds. In the early months, singles or pairs
were reported from a variety of coastal and downland sites. Breeding season
records were 1 pr Steep Down and 1 pr Falmer Hill. A confusing scenario
always attends the later months as migrant birds overlap with winter residents.
The largest gathering was 6 at Sheepcote Valley on Oct 29.

1146 WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)

Common on passage. First of the year occurred at Shoreham Fort on Mar 6. A
good spring passage involving a reported 105 birds included “flocks’ of 36 on
Sompting Downs on Mar 26 and 12 at Sheepcote on Mar 30. During April an
unfortunate individual at Brighton Marina was caught and eaten by a Herring
Gull!

First return birds were at Hollingbury Camp on July 22, where 104 birds passed
through up to Oct 15, with a peak of 33 on Sep 14. September total for Sompting
Downs was 42 and Sompting Brooks recorded 93 in the same month. Well
reported from other sites well into October, the lastbeing at Hove Lawnson Oct
23, then later a male at Shoreham Harbour on the late date of Nov 30.

1186 RING QUZEL (Turdus torquatus)

Regular on autumn passage. The only spring record involved a single at
Cissbury on Apr 21. A poor or under-recorded autumn compared to 1993. On
Sep 26 a single noted on Sompting Brooks and 2 Lancing Ring on the same day
until 28th. Hollingbury Camp recorded a single from Sep 22-24, then up to 2
until the month end, and 1-3 between Oct 17 to 26. Last was at Race Hill,
Brighton on Nov 18.

1187 BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula)

Common. Breeding season counts were 133 prs Wildpark, 109 prs Devil's Dyke,
51 prs Bevendean Down, 7 prs Ferring Rife and 1 pr in a Southwick garden
raising 3 young. Late year maxima were 12 Ferring Rife in Nov, with 14 in Dec;
66 Brighton Cemeteries in Nov and 78 in Dec; 64 Withdean Park in Nov with 66
in Dec; and 118 Wildpark in Nov with 81 in Dec.

1198 FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)

Common and widespread in winter. Early year counts were 60 Upper Adur
Levels on Jan 23, 14 Hollingbury Camp on Feb 5, and 50 Ditchling Beacon area
onFeb 26. Last for the winter were 2 on Sompting Brooks on Apr 2. First return
birds were a single at Lancing Ring on Sep 26 and 3 Sompting Downs the
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following day. Noted during Oct/Nov as ‘occasional’ at Hollingbury Camp,
and in the Upper Adur Valley a flock of 15 on Oct 18 had increased to 200 on
28th, but diminished to only 2 on Nov 2. There were 18 over Cissbury on Nov
13. In December were 30 Lancing College cricket field on 31st.

1200 SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)

Common. A significant early year count was of 18 along Ferring Rife on Jan 7.
Breeding records involved 14 prs Wildpark, 4 prs Bevendean Down, 4 prs
Devil's Dyke and 2-3 prs Ferring Rife. There was an autumn count of 32 at
Lancing Ring on Sep 26 and in November, Withdean Park maximum was 10,
whilst the Wildpark maximum was 12. December counts for these two sites
were 11 and 2 respectively.

1201 REDWING (Turdus iliacus)

Common and widespread in winter. Widely reported during the early
months. Ferring Rife recorded a max of 30 for Jan and 68 for Feb; the Upper
Adur Levels recorded 500 on Feb 6 with 35 on Mar 8; 60 were noted at Wildpark
on Feb 12; and elsewhere were 6 at Southwick on Jan 26, 30 at New Barn Farm,
Portslade on Feb 13, and 28 Lancing Ring on Mar 26. A nocturnal movement
over Goring on Mar 8 involved 142 birds between 20.10 and 20.55 hrs.

A quieter late year with the first being 3 Lancing Ring and 2 Sompting Brooks
both on Sep 26, followed by 14 Lancing Ring the following day. Nocturnal
movements were heard over Goring from mid Oct to early Nov, then only a
handful of records for the remainder of the year, best being 30 Upper Adur on
Dec 6.

1202 MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)

Common. Breeding season records were 4 prs Wildpark, 1 pr Bevendean
Down, and 2 prs Devil's Dyke. However, late family parties included 17 Sweet
Hill on July 16, 7 Southwick July 20, 12 Patching Aug 5, and 25 Stanmer Park on
Aug 22. A party of 4 at Shoreham Sanctuary on Aug 6 was welcome as this
species has become scarce at this location. Late year counts were 7 Brighton
Cemeteries in Nov with 3 in Dec; 8 Withdean Park Nov with 10 in Dec; and 6
Wildpark in Nov with 2 in Dec.

1220 CETTI'S WARBLER (Cettia cetti)

Rare visitor to area. No records in 1994.




1236 GRASSHOPPER WARBLER (Locustella naevia)

Regular on passage, formerly bred. Two spring records; 1 singing from the
north end of Shoreham Airport on Apr 25 and 26; and 1 Hollingbury Camp on
Apr 30. In autumn were singles at Hollingbury Camp on Sep 2 and a total of 9
at Cissbury from Aug 1 to Sep 24, including 4 rung.

1243 SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)

Common breeding summer visitor. First for the year were singles at Ferring
Rife and Sompting Brooks on Apr 12. Spring passage were generally slow and
breeding season reports were of 3 prs Ferring Rife and 4 prs north end of
Shoreham Airfield. Reports from other sites would be very welcome. Autumn
records received from Hollingbury Camp involving 12 birds between July 24 to
Sep 18; and at Cissbury a total of 38 between Aug 1 to Sep 18, including 10 rung,.

1251 REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)

Common breeding summer visitor. First spring record was a single at
Sompting Brooks on Apr 16. Breeding season records were 2 prs north end
Shoreham Airport, 2-3 prs New Salts Farm, and 2 prs Ferring Rife, although the
last mentioned not holding territory until late June. Unusual was a bird singing
in a Worthing garden on June 18. Autumn records were from Cissbury where
a total of 52 recorded between Aug 1 and Sep 18, including 13 rung; 9
Hollingbury Camp July 24 to Sep 14; singles at Sompting Brooks and Lancing
Ring on Sep 27 and 28 respectively; 3 Shoreham Sanctuary on Oct 2, and last
were singles at Sheepcote and East Brighton Park on Oct 23.

1262 DARTFORD WARBLER (Sylvia undata)

Mainly rare autumn migrant. Anearly year record of a single at Shoreham Fort
on Feb 13 (JB); and late year records were singles at Brighton Race Hill on Oct
8 (ADW, IJW); Sheepcote Valley on Oct 24 (ADW); and Hollingbury Camp from
Nov 5 to Dec 20 (GLC, PJW).

1274 LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)

Common breeding summer visitor. First of the year was around Brighton
Pavilionon Apr 20, followed by further singleson Southwick Hillon Apr21and
West Worthing on 22nd. Arrivals continued into mid May and breeding season
records involved 16 prs from 9 locations.

Autumn passage from July 22 until the last at Lancing Ring on Sep 28 involved
224 birds of which 133 were recorded from Hollingbury Camp area. Sizeable
concentrations included 40 between Waterhall and Newtimber on Aug 28, 24
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Hollingbury Camp on Aug 19, and 12 Bevendean Down on Aug 20. Only 12
birds were rung at Cissbury, the lowest total since ringing commenced in 1984.

1275 WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)

Common breeding summer visitor. First spring record was a single at
Hollingbury Camp on Apr 16, followed by singles in a Hangleton garden and
at Ferring Rife on 20th, and at Southwick Hill on 21st. Breeding season records
from 13 locations involved 77 prs, including 20 prs Devil's Dyke, 16 prs
Wildpark, and 10 prs Sheepcote Valley.

Observers at Hollingbury Camp reported the best autumn for 5 years with a
total of 434 between July 20 and Oct 4 (our last record), peaking at 26 on Aug 21.
Other autumn concentrations were 40 between Waterhall and Newtimber on
Aug 28, and 25 Bevendean Down on Aug 20.

1276 GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)

Fairly common breeding summer visitor. Two spring records of 1 singing in
a Southwick garden on Apr 20 and 1 Wildpark on May 3. Breeding season
records were 2 prs Wildpark (the lowest count for 10 years), 2 prs Devil's Dyke
and 1 pr Southwick Hill. Between Aug 13 and Sep 22 Hollingbury Camp
recorded 14 birds, and elsewhere were 1Southwick Hill on Aug 6, 2 Ferring Rife
on Aug 10, 1 Lancing Ring on Sep 23/24, and the last at Sompting Downs on Sep 26.

1277 BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)

Common breeding summer visitor, regular in winter in small numbers. A
bumper year for wintering birds with 15 recorded from a variety of locations
between Jan and March. First spring bird was probably on Apr 3 with a male
in a Southwick garden, but no more reported until Apr 23 with a male at Goring
Gap. Breeding season counts involved 34 prs from 8 locations including 14 prs
Wildpark and 8 prs Devil's Dyke.

Autumn passage involved over 500 birds comprising 184 from Hollingbury
Camp between July 26 and Oct 14; 110 from Lancing Ring; 100+ from Cissbury;
and other records from Sompting, Southwick Hill, Ferring Rife and at East
Brighton Park where possibly the last bird on Oct 23 was noted, although the
number of November records indicated an overlap with over-wintering birds.
Late year records from 8 locations involved 10 birds, the most unusual of which
was probably a female behind Western Road, Brighton, on Christmas Eve.
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1298 PALLAS’S WARBLER (Phylloscopus proregulus)
Rare autumn vagrant. Two birds presentin bushesat East Brighton Park on Oct

22 (TJW, ADW et al); and a single in a member’s garden along the Ferring Rife
on Oct 23 (DIS).

-
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1301 RADDE’S WARBLER (Phylloscopus schwarzi)

Very rare autumn vagrant. One ina West Worthing garden (Reigate Road) on
26/27 Oct (KW, RJF, DIS). This is the first from the area, and details submitted
to BBRC.

1308 WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)
Fairly scarce spring/autumn passage migrant. One rung at Cissbury on May
8 the only record.

1311 CHIFECHAFEF (Phylloscopus collybita)

Common breeding summer visitor, withsmall wintering population. Records
of singles in Jan/Feb came from residential Lancing, Lancing Ring, Goring
Wood and central Brighton. Two were at New Salts Farm between Feb 12 and
Mar 5. There were records throughout March and it is not possible to establish
the first spring migrants. Breeding season records received totalled 28 prs,
including 11 prs Wildpark, 7 prs North Portslade area; and 3 prs from Devil's
Dyke and Lancing Ring.

Autumn records from well watched areas included 354 at Hollingbury Camp
between July 26 and Oct 26; and Sep totals of 205 for Lancing Ring and 88 for
Sompting Downs. Records for Nov/Dec were of singles or pairs at Withdean
Park, Wildpark, Portslade Village, Shoreham Sanctuary, Ferring Rife and New
Salts Farm.
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1312 WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)

Common summer migrant. First for the year was at Wildpark on Mar 28
followed by a singing male in a Southwick garden on Mar 30. Observers
reported a generally poor spring migration and breeding records were 4 prs
Bevendean Down, 10 prs Wildpark, 4 prs Newtimber Hill, 22 prs Devil's Dyke,
8 prs Southwick Hill, where adults were noted feeding young, and 1 pr Lancing
Ring.

During autumn migration Hollingbury Camp recorded 410 between July 26
and Sep 29 with a peak of 43 on Aug 12. Other concentrations were 76 at
Cissbury on Aug 5and 50 on Aug 13;35 Bevendean on Aug 20; and 25 between
Waterhalland Newtimber on Aug28. A laterecord and very unusual wasabird
singing in Sheepcote Valley on Oct 23.

1314 GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)

Common. Records for Jan/Feb were of 1-2 in Wildpark and Hollingbury
Woods throughout, and 1 in a Storrington garden on Feb 12. In March there
were 11at Lancing Ring on 26th, 3ina Worthing garden, but Wildpark reported
no definite spring passage. Breeding season records were 2 prs Wildpark and
Devil's Dyke, and a bird was present in Storrington from Apr 1 until August.

Abumperautumnincluded a Hollingbury Camp total of 432 between Sep 6and
Nov 26, with peaks of 27 on Oct 5 and 28 on Oct 14, although many were
probably resident during the period. Other notable records were 30 at Goring
Gap on Oct 8; 25 Stanmer Park on Oct 30; 20 Newtimber Hill on Oct23;and 15
Wildpark during Nov. December records were 2 Goring Wood from 12th to the
year end; 2 in a Worthing garden 23-31st; 4 Brighton Cemeteries; and upto5
Wildpark throughout the month.

1315 FIRECREST (Regulus ignicapillus)

Regular passage migrant in small numbers.
Spring records were 4 Woodvale Cremato-
rium, Brighton on Mar 21; 1 in a Broadwater
garden on Mar 22; and 1 singing at
Hollingbury Camp on Apr 7. In autumn 2
were at Hollingbury Camp on Sep 29, a single
was present on Brighton Race Hill on Oct 9,
and the last was rung at Cissbury on Nov 6.




1335 SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)

Fairly common summer migrant. Spring records commenced at Wildpark on
Apr 30, then 1 at Sheepcote on May 11,and 1ina Southwick garden on May 17
were the only reports. The only breeding season record was of a singing male
at West Durrington mid-late May. '

Autumn passage involved 131 birds with a September total of 33 from Lancing
Ring, and 68 at Hollingbury Camp from Aug 12 to Sep 29 (our lastrecord). Peak
here was 20 on Sep 14. Other autumn records came from Sompting Downs/
Brooks, Goring Gap, Cissbury Ring, Southwick Hill, Adur Rec and Brighton
Cemeteries.

1349 PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)

Regular passage migrant. One spring record - a female in Brighton Pavilion
gardens on Apr 28. Autumn records were 2 Selden Farm, Patching on Aug 5;
5 Cissbury Aug 21; 1 Wildpark Aug 23; 1 Steyning Round Hill Aug 26; and in
September, 2 Shoreham Sanctuary on 4th; 1 Brighton Cemeteries on 7th; and 1
Ferring Rifeon 14th. Hollingbury Camp/Wildpark recorded singles on4th, 6th
and 8th, the last bearing a ring.

1437 LONG-TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)

Common. Under-reported in the early months, but birds were present in the
breeding season at Devil's Dyke, Newtimber Hill, Wildpark, Preston Park,
residential Hollingbury, Highdown, Lower Adur Valley and Lancing Ring. In
August 12 were at Maybridge early in the month, and 26 were in Findon Valley
on 28th. A flock of 20 were in a Worthing garden on Sep 4. Late year records
were 14 Brighton Cemeteries in Nov and 23 Dec; 20 Withdean Park Nov with
7 Dec; and 55 Wildpark Nov with 50 Dec. Also, 5 West Worthing on Oct27 and
10 in a Broadwater garden on Dec 16.

1440 MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)

Fairly uncommon. A pair bred at Devil's Dyke and a pair were also noted at
Newtimber Hill on Aug 28 and Oct 23. Up to 2 were reported from the Cissbury
area.

1442 WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)

Sparse population in the area. Two were along Ferring Rifeon Jan 22 but only
1noted on23rd. A pairbred at Devil's Dyke. A single wasresidentin Wildpark
in July and there was a further single at Cissbury on Sep 4.
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1461 COAL TIT (Parus ater)

Fairly common. A pair were resident in a Broadwater garden from Jan to Apr
and a single was at Ferring Rife on Apr 4, and also June 6, but no breeding
records have been received. Late year residents were 2 ina Broadwater garden
from Sep to year end; 2 in a Southwick garden from Oct 9 to Dec 31; and 2
Wildpark Sep-Dec. Odd sightings were a pair at Goring Gap on Oct 6/7
reported as unusual here and possibly of the continental race; 2 Cissbury Sep 4;
2 Stanmer Park Oct 30; 1 Worthing garden Nov 17; and 1 Hove Park Dec 17.

1462 BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus)

Abundant. Breeding records were 60 prs Wildpark, 17 prs Devil's Dyke, 7 prs
Bevendean Down; and 1-2 prs Ferring Rife. Late year counts were 24 Brighton
Cemeteries Nov and 38 Dec; 22 Withdean Park Nov and 26 Dec; and 53
Wildpark Nov and 48 Dec.

1464 GREAT TIT (Parus major)

Common. Breeding season records were 37 prs Wildpark, 10 prs Devil's Dyke,
5 prs Bevendean Down and 1 pr Ferring Rife. End of year counts were 15
Brighton Cemeteries Nov and 23 Dec; 16 Withdean Park Nov and 10 Dec; and
28 Wildpark Nov and 26 Dec. '

1479 NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)
Small breeding population. Only one record received 2 Newtimber on Oct 23.

1486 TREE CREEPER (Certhia familiaris)

Small breeding population. Early year records were 2 Lancing Ring on Jan 2,
1 overa Broadwater garden on Jan 29, and 1 Goring Wood on Feb 19. Breeding
season records were of pairs at Highdown and Devil's Dyke. A single in
Wildpark was noted on 4 occasions between July 22 and Aug 11, and 1-2 were
again noted there between Sep 17and Oct 6. A total of 6 were rung at Cissbury
in autumn, the highest total there. Elsewhere singles were at Shoreham
Sanctuary on Sep 25 and at Goring Wood on Dec 31.

1515 RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius collurio)

Rare vagrant, formerly bred. Two records for 1994 have both been submitted
for consideration: a juv male at Sompting from Sep 24 to Oct 2 (PMB et al); and
an imm. at East Brighton Park on Oct 24 (CEH).
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1539 JAY (Garrulus glandarius)

Common. During the breeding season there were 2 prs at Devil's