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EDITORIAL

Well the controls have been handed over to a far less experienced
harnd on word processors but 1 hope the join isn't too apparant. May I give
my tharks to Erian Clay who has managed to provide an excellent report over
the last fa¢ years. The benchmark he set will be difficult to meintain hut I
shall endeavour to do my best. Also thanks for the help you gave to me
especially on showing me how to get started |

Thanks must also go out to all those who served on the comuittees and
for all those people who volunteered to help with providing refreshments at
the indoor meetings. Those intrepid leaders of the autdoor meets should also
be thanked as many members were shown a good selection of species and T am
sure that each outing will be remembered for the camaraderie and the special
identification tips en the birds sesn,

1988 524 the appearance of the Society's om publir:.atim : Bipds of
Shoreham , this book has put us firmmly on the mep and the data provided will
bemedas 2 base line for any specific survey work that we shall be
undertaking in the future ., Congratulations should be given to all those who
put in their time and effort to produce such a high class piece of work.

Mike Hall is stepping down as Chaimman owing to work commitments and
we mst thank him for his work and the legacy that he and the society have
left at Ferring rife which will, no doubt, reap benefits as the trees and
bushes really take hold.

The cover has been changed to show a change in stewardship but I trust
that the quality will remain the same or even bettered. Finally thanks mist
be given to Dave Smith for all his hard work in eollating the records and
presenting them in such a way that it wasn't such a damting task compiling
this report and to my poor wife Eva who has managed to keep her patience on
those lonely nights as I tapped away on the Society's latest asset.

There would be nothing to write about without your contributions so
please keep sending Dave your records.

Richard Ives



Sponsored Birdwatch

On behalf of the Society I would like to thank everyone who took part
in the sponsored birdwatch in July.

A total of £325.48p was raised by the ten people who toock part and by
donations given st the Bar-B.Q. This figure covered the cost of the computer
and allowed us to make a donation to the R.5.P.B. for their Caledonian Pine
Forest Appeal. Two prizes were given: 1 for the person who raised the most
money — won by Phil Clay (£75),and the other for the most species seen Won
by Erian Clay (B8 species). A clean sweep by the brothers- perhaps next time
someone else will be able to play.

Richard wWeal
{Secretary)

NOTABELE BIRDS OF THE SHOREHAM AREA IN 1968

1988 contained neither hurricanes nor hard weather as experienced in
1987, but still had its moments with a scattering of rarities and an
excellent offshore passage in the spring.

The weather was umsually mild and wet in Jamuary and February, and
consequently brought no influx of species associated with colder conditioms.
Jamuary brought single "ringtail" Hen Harriers to Shoreham Airport on 4th
and Chantry Hill on 6th, a Buzzard over Steyning on 18th and two Scaup mn
Widewater on 4th. Few wildfowl were noted, Wigeon being almost nor-existent
and Pochard and Tufted Duck mumbers were lower than usual. Waders included 3
Purple Sandpipers at Brighton Marina and 35 Golden Plovers on the upper Adur
levels lo large passerine flocks were reported; Fieldfares and Redwings were
very scarce, only 1 Black Redstart was reported with few Blackcaps and
Chiffchaffs; 6 Bramblings were at Shoreham Airport on Jan 4th.

High rainfall caused extensive flooding on the upper Adur levels
attracting unusual mmbers of dabbling duck. Peak counts in February were
300 Teal, 66 Pintail, 40 Mallard, 15 Shoveler and 9 Gadwall, plus a herd of
24 Bewick's Swans, noW becaming regular at this locality. Other notable
February sightings were a Merlin at Mill Hill cn 9th, 1-3 Jack Snipe at New
Salt's Farm on Feb 6th with | at Wiston on Feb 7th, and a nos rare record of
the decreasing Bam Owl, on the upper Adur levels on Feb lith.

March began with a cool north to northwesterly airstream bringing low
temperatures for the first half of the month, after which wammer westerlies
dominated. The highlight of the month, if not for the year, was a male



Little Bittern fosrdd on Hove Seafront on Mar 30th and released at Ureham
Common, near Woods Mill that day, More than usual Shags were evident aleng
the coastline, and at the beginning of the month a Red-necked Grebe was off
Hove on Mar lst. Seldon seen on seawatches, the herd of 27 Fewick's Swans
flying eastwards along the tideline at Widewater on the early morning of
Har. 9th mist have been a magnificent sight for the lucky cbserver.

Vying for raptor of the year was a Fed Kite at Hollingdean on Mar
22nd, probably part of an influx into southemn counties at the time, and an
escaped Eagle Owl was present in the Adur Valley from Mar 15th.

Toe first Sandwich Tems, Sand Martins, Wheatears, and Chiffchaffs
arrived on typical dates but a Swaliow at Widewater on Mar 25th and a Tree
Pipit there on Mar 3lst were early. Other notable species were Purple
Sandpiper (5}, a Glaucous Gull, and a leucistic Common Gull, rounding off a
good month.

April was rather cool with anticyclones bringing predaminant easterly
and south-easterly winds, ideal for seawatching. Full details are given in
the 1988 sea-watch report but suffice to say that good mmbers of Aretic,
Pomarine and Great Sluss were seen passing the beaches, with high totals of
Cammon/Arctie, Sandwich and Little Temns, also Common Scoter and Little
Gulls, S5ix Great Morthern Divers and a Roseate Tern at Worthing Beach on Apr
30th are worthy of mention, and up to 7 Mediterranean Gulls were noted
between March and May. The anly record of Black-necked Grebe was 3 off
Worthing beach on Apr 2nd. A Hoopoe was at Wild Park an Apr 20.

The first Whinchat on Apr 15 was early but Redstarts, Whitethroats,
Lesser Whitethroats, Willow Warblers and Garden Warblers appeared on typical
ot slightly early dates. House Martins, after the first arrivals on Apr 10th
became scarce, not being recorded again until 24th, The first Ring Duzel was
st West Durrington on Apr 16th and the first of 4 spring Grasshopper
Warblers was at Hollingbury golf course on Apr 17. Splendid black and white
male Pied Flycatchers were at Goring Wood on Apr 16th and Southwick Hill aa
Apr 17th. Raptors during the month included a Peregrine at Widswater on Apr
Jrd, two Buzzards, and the first Hobby on 26th.

After an unsettled start, May improved weather-wise with settled,
spring-like periods but still with dominant easterlies, Rarities ineluded an
amazing 6 Cory's Shearwaters at Worthing beach on May 2nd and an adult Night
Heron at Woods Mill on 6th.

Several Roseate Terns were seen passing the beaches during the month,
also 2 further Great Northern Divers and 3 Spotted Redshanks. Raptors
included another Peregrine,at Wild Park an May 2Bth, and two further
Buzzards. Quail arived mid-month, with up to 4 calling in the Cissbury area;



the first Spottoed Fiyeatcher was seen on May 9th, and other notable
passerines included 3 Pied Flycatchers and 4 Wood Warblers at wild Park.

45 usuzl Jme and July were guist months; June was cool with few fine
days and fewer highlights. Encouraging were churring Rightjars at Cissbury
and Sullington Warren, and 2 reeling Grasshopper Warblers at Devil's Dnke
but few bresding Turtle Doves were noted. Otherwise, a Crossbill flew over
Cissbury on Jun 19th and a BEam Owl was present at Washington Bostal on Jun
Sth.

July was one of the wettest on record with Atlantie depressions
persistently further south than usual, bringing an associated south-westerly
airstream, Mot surprisingly, there were few birds of note; single
Mediterranean Gulls were logged at Worthing beach and brighton Marina, an
early Litle Rinmged Plover was on R.Adur on Jul 7th, two more Crossbill were
noted at Cissbury, and a Buzzard flew over Wild Park on 30th.

A wammer settled spell occurred in the first two weeks of August after
which unsettled conditions again took over. Returning waders includad Little
Stints on R.Adur on Aug 17th and Widewater on 18th and the first Curlew
Sandpiper was noted on Aug 18th, on which date a Spotted Redshank was
present on R. Adur. The second Little Ringed Plover of the autum was at
Widewater on Aug 3lst but generally passage waders were seen in low rembers.

There were few uusual passerines, with a scattering of Pied
Flycatchers, and 2 Crossbills at Sullington Warren.

Weather conditiens were much improved in September with dry and warm
days dominating the month. A Earred Warbler was reported from Wild Park on
lst and 2nd with a Honey Buzzard there 3rd, and a Merlin at Shoreham oo Sth,
High mmbers of Curlew Sandpipers were seen along the south coast, and the
specie's presence was noted at Widewater and R. Adur throughout the month,
with a maximm of 20 at the latter localiry between 4th and 6th. Smaller
numbers of Little Stints and Greenshanks were reported, plus 3 Ruff and a
Spotted Redshank.

& Wryneck was at Cissbury on Sep 20th and an early Fieldfare fles
eastwards there on Sep 1lth, whilst a significant influx of Siskins and
Redpolls began which contimied, to peak in October.

Miscellany ineluded a Red-necked Grebe flying west at Worthing beach
on Sep 23rd, 2 Shags in Brighton Marina on Sep 10th, and a long—eared Owl at
Hollingbury Camp on Sep 19th.

October began warm and settled but the inevitable depressions were not
far away, and a south-easterly airstream soon returned.

Highlights of the month were single Yellow-browed Warblers in the
Editor's garden an Oct 4th and 5th, a most agile and attractive eastem



species; and a Montagu's Harrier at Lancing Clump on Oct l4th, Cther raptors
included 2 Hen Harrier at Cissbury, 2 more Merlins, and another Buezard. Up
to 3 Short—earad Owls were at Wild Park at the erd of the month.

Unusual waders were few, but an Avocet flying westwards at Worthing
beach on Get 30th and 4 Black-tailed Godwits on R. Adur were notabile. fecord
nuriers of King (uzels were at Cissbury and Wild Park mid-month, together
with a sizable passage of Goldecrests; with them were several Firecrests. A
large easterly passage of Goldfinches also occurred mid-month, and a smll
passage of Elack Redstarts and Stonaechats was recorded, Many sumer visitors
stayed an through the month and there were late records of Spotted
Flyecstcher, Beed Warbler, Whitethroat, and Redstart. A Wood Warbler was
ringed at Cissbury on Oct 6th.

ApaTt from a far nights of frost in November, this month and December
contined mild. Up to 4 Mediterranean Gulls were at a Brighton roost to the
end of the year, there were 2 Green Sandpipers at Ferring Rife during
November plus a Purple Sandpiper at Brighton Marina.

The latest-ever Sandwich Temn passed westwards at worthing beach on
Nov 20th; 3 Twite were on the Adur recreation ground on New 13th and 6
Eramblings were at Patcham in Nov/Dec. Fieldfares and Redwings remained
scarce,

In December large concentrations of auks and divers appearad offshore;
raptors included a Hen Harrier st Upper Beeding on Dec 29th and a Merlin at
Broadwater on Dec 30th. 2 Short—eared Owls were on the upper Adur levels at
the end of the moath, Two Red-necked Grebes were feeding offshore at
Worthing Pier on Dec 24th, as were 2 Slavonian Grebes of Worthing beach on
Dec 27th with 1 on Dec 30th. The year ended as it began, with mild weather
dominating.

Dave Smith



WOTAELE BIRDS OF THE AREA

This systamatic list of birds In the Shoreham Uistrict is based on tecords
submitted by the foliowing:-

P.Allen, S.R.Allen, R.Bayne,M.Erayshas, F. Erayshas, E.Qhadwell, , %
M.L., & H.J.Champion, E.R.Clay, P.J.Clay, G. Edwards, J.A. Feest,
B.F.Forbes, C.J.Fox, J. Halls, M.P.Bail, S.Harthill, L.E. Hemblade, C.Hope,
R.Ives, H. Jackson, R, J,B, Jackson, L.R.Keen, G.T.J.Martin, N.Mathais,
V.Mzynard-Smith, Mrs.C.M. Newconbe, Dr.J.A.Nesmham, K.Noble, M. Prince,
M.Russell, R.J.Sandison, T.C.Smart, D.1.S5mith, H.Sturman, A.B. Watson,
A.D.Whitcanh, P.J.Whitcome. I.C.Whitcome.

See also acknosledgements in the sea watching report.

Abbreviations:- ly — first year etc, ad - adult, f - female, ha - hectare,
irm ~ immature, juv - juvenile, m - male, N - North ete., pr— pair, sp -
sumer plumage, wp — winter plumage.

"hams" refers to the domland area between the Adur Valley and the A24
including Cissbury/Chanctonbury, References to Worthing Beaches In
seavatching data include all seawatch sites unless separately identified.
“adur' refers to the river and associated mxiflats between the footbridge
and the flyover.

The table below of time spent semsatching should be considered when reading
the seavatch summary tables.

Hours Watched Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July
worthing Beach 15 11 4 150 151 14 36

fng  Sep Oct  Nov  Dec Total
G TR S S ) 16 29 580



1o BB THEQATED DINVER

Racorded at Woerthing beach betscon Jan gnd May, &d again after Oct 29,
Toe monthly tutals were:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Ang Sap Oct hov Z=c

E 2 1 831 B = = = = = 374
W 4 - 3 3 = = = = = 1 =4

last date recorded in spring was 3E on May 23. Peak movements at
Worthing were 9E/2W on Jan 1; 14E on Apr 14, and 2E/184 on 27 Dec. Larger
than usual rmmbers seen feeding offshore there with 13 on Dec 24 and 10 Dec

21,

2 ELAK THROATHED DIVER

woted at Worthing beach from Jan to May 23 and again after Fov 20, the
maathly totals were:-—

Jan Feb Mar 4pr May Jun Jul Ang Sep Oet Nov Dec

- = 1 3 4 = = = = = = =
I = Q. = === 5 == 1 §

2| m

The largest movement at Worthing involved W on 26 Dee. Additionally .2
reported offshore there on 24 Dec, with 1 on Dec 26. Other reports were of
2E Brighton Marina on May 2 7 again ZE there o0 May 8. IW Brighton Marina
Dec 31.

3. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER

A remarkable total of 6, all in summer plimage passed E off Worthing
Beach on Apr.30 (PMB/BAEM/DIS/RAI). Additionaily, singles there on May 8
(PB) and May 22 (JAN)- all records subject to acceptance by Sussex 0.5.
1987 1 between Hove and Brighton Marina from 16-23 Jan,



DIVER 5P,

Records solely fram Worthing beach where recordad from Jan to May 30
and again after 2% Oct, the monthly totals were:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 26 5 18102 89 - - - - 2 10 €I
W O 5 5 2 = - = o= 127133

Peak movements were 19 W on Dec 24, 1% on Dec 26 and 21E/ 5% ( in
only two hours) cn Dec 27, illustrating the high mmber of divers present in
the Channel at this time. The vast majority of the December birds were
considered by observers to most likely have been Red throsted Divers.

6. LITTLE GREEE

Lower mmbers than usual reported at both ends of the vear, probably
due to the prevailing mild weather conditions. Highest early year counts
wereﬂmmelmrﬁdmmFebl?a:ﬂﬁatBrmkla:ﬁstanl?an:lFebﬁ.
Smremﬂnemrmknsmlmzﬁ,andapartfrmzatswtl'uickc‘anal
-:unJanZlmﬂrhrlﬂmlysinglesweremtedfrunZExmﬂnrsitﬁ.

Inﬂua:umjmtﬁwerevqmrmdfmn&sinm:ﬂmeimluded 2at
Widswater on Dec 17.

7. GREAT CRESTED GREBE
In contrast to 1987, few were noted in 1988; groups included 5
fo'mmrhrﬁa:ﬂﬁoffwurthﬂghamhmapr L.
The monthly totals of those seen in flight off Worthing were:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Cct Nov Dec

B 2 = MmS s 2 s -
R s, (S T

At ﬂmaﬂof&emrmemmﬂmd‘m&rbmrmnml?arﬂ
9 together off Goring Beach en Dec 31. 1987 100 at Shoreham on Feb 24,



8. RED NEQED GREEE

A typical wear, the records were as follows; 1 off Hove on Mar 1 (SRA);
lE in s/p at Worthing Beach on Sep 23 (JAN); 1 at W from Ock7-31 (SRA);
ard 2 off Worthing Pier on Dec 2§ (SH). 1387 2 off Howe on Jan l}: 2 off
Worthing on Jan 15; 1 Erighton Marina Jan 16 - Feb 3.

9. SLAVONIAN GREEE
The early year influx of 1967 was not to be repeated; there were just two
early records, of singles at Brooklands on Feb 6 and off Worthing oa Mar 13.

At the year- end 2 were off Worthing beach o Dec 27 with 1 on Dec 28 and an
oiled individual there on Dec 30.

10. ELACK NECKED GREEE

The only record was of 3 In summer plumge off Worthing beach on
April 2 (DIS).

12, FULMAR

Recorded on seswatches at Worthing from Jan & to Sep 9, the
moathly totals were as follows:—

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

E - 415 12153 9 229 2 = = =
W 2 ~-19 29160 21 14 63 8 - - =~

This table again, as in previocus years, illustrates the species'
scarcity from Sept to Mar. Peak movements at Worthing were 50E/208 on May 1}
32E/204 on May 2; 6E/56W an Apr 22; and 3E/6W on Aug 31.

Seldom recorded away from the coast, singles flew E over Broadwater
on May 18 and W on May 31.

= 10 =



15, COPY'S SHEARWATER

A remarkable cccurrence at worthing beach on May 2 when
6 flew W in a foree 6§ south—east wind; these comprised
a party of 3 W at 0630 hrs (JAN/PMB/DIS et al), a
singleton W at 0652 (JAN/ERC/DIS et al), and W at 0853
hours {(GEE/CEH/RAL et al). If asccepted by the Sussex
0.S. these constitute only the fourth, fifth and sixth
records for the area.

y

18, MANY SHEAFWATER

All records were for the period May-Aug and were as follows:— 2 W
at WW on May 1, with singles W at Worthing beach on May 30 and May 31; 1E/2W
at Worthing beach on Jun 3; in July all sightings from Worthing beach with
5 on Jul 3, 7W on Jul 4 and 4E on Jul 29; finally, IW there on Aug 27.

1 considerd to be the western Mediterranean race 'Mauretanicus",
flaew W with 3 Cory's Shearwaters on May 2 (JAN/PMB/DIS et al) 1987 4E at W
on Apr 11; 2E Brighton Marina May 23 with IW there on 26th.

25, GANNET
Again, recorded offshore at Worthing Beach in every memth, as the
following table shows:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 2 - laliyiay 22 52 7% 37 3 2 =
W 1 1 47 55162 52139146 73 0 5 8

Larger numbers in both spring and autum than 1987 with peak

movements of 49E/11W on May 1; 53 on May &; 26E/17W on May 2; and 29E/% on
Apr 30. Autum pesks were 384 on fug 20; and 33 on Aug 21.

- 11 -



26, OORMUEANT

Aoost counts received are as follows and show the Novesmber and
December totals of birds on pylons at Wykham Farm to be a very high number
for this site:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Wykham Fatm 30 NC 32MC NC NG NC NC 26 NC ST 74
Southwick 4 27 22 6 NC 2 NCONC NC 17 2% 26

The following monthly totals are from the seawatch log at
Worthing Beach:-

E % 3717 950 7 4 "% 95 &5 13
W 8 5 70 89 5 3 31 319 120 65 69
Additionally, 54 flew in from the sea at Southwick on Nov 21.

27, SHAG

More records than usual with a notable inflix in March, all
sightings caming fram the coast, 1 was at Brighton Marina on Jan 16 after
which 8 were off W on Mar 8, 7 at Brighton Marina on Mar 5, 7 at Southwick
from 9-27 Mar, and up to 4 between Shoreham Harbour and WW from 6-13 Mar.

At Worthing beach singles were recorded as follows; 1E on Mar 13;
IWon Apr 1; IW &pr 3; 1E/SW Apr 30: 1E May 3; IE May 13; 1E May 15; 1E May
ZE.Amlxbernfmﬁesid‘xtingsmymfermr}Emirdiﬂdml.

Autum reports were 2 at Brighton Marina on Sep 10 and Dec 31,
and W at Worthing beach on Oct 29, otherwise singles at the latter site on
Jul 10 (IW), Jul 17 (IW) and Cet 30 (1w).

32, LITTLE BITTERN
A male, faund exhausted in the gutter at Hove seafrant on the

aarl}-dateof!hriﬂwasreleasuihterthatthymapmdatﬂrdmm
near Woods Mill (PJ et al). It remined for over e week giving excellent

S



viess to the many hundreds of observers who came to see it. This constcitutes
the fourth record for-the area, the last being as recently as 1986.

33, KICHT HERON

an adult male was flushed from cover at Woods
Mill at 0850 hrs on May 6 and relocated thers
at 0905 hrs (JHMR/Sw). 1f accepted by BERC
this constitutes only the second record for
the area, the first being at lancing in

= Decamber 1954.

39, HERON

Fewer than usual noted, the largest concentrations being just 9
at New Salt's Famm on Jan 21, and 6 on the lower Adur on Dec 11, Otherwise a
scattering of singles through the year flying either E or W over 9 widely
spaced sites. There was a winter roost of 7 near Hole Street at the end of
the year.

46. MUTE SWAN

Coumts from the upper Adur were as follows:— 22 on Feb 2; 54 on
Feb 7: 62 on Mar 15; 21 on May 5; 54 on Jul 6; and 3 pairs plus 13 juveniles
on Aug 29. Additionally, 36 were on the lower Adur on Jun 16 and at Brighton
Marina, 2 on Jan 10 and up to 4 between (ct and Dec. Again, all comts of
pairs and young during the breeding season, together with non-breeding and
wintering herds are most welcome.

47, BEWICK'S SWAN

A rather confusing picture emerges from the early months; On Feb
2, 24 (21 adults plus 3 juvs) were present on the upper Adur levels
(ERC/CJF/RAI/DIS); but 45 were photographed in this area on Feb 12 (SRA). 24
were again reported on Feb 14 (KN); 24, including this time 11 juvs were
present an Mar 15 (GLC), well after the 24 in Feb were reported to have
left, giving rise to speculation that possibly up to three herds visited
this area during the period.

S b P



A herd of 37 fles along the shoreline at widewater on Mar 9 (SRA).
3 were recorded flyins W over Hole Street on the Dee 12,

33. GREYLAG GOOSE

Tre ooly record was of 10 on the upper Adur levels on Jan 21,

53. CARADA GOOSE

The only records were of 14 on the upper Adur levels on Jan 31, 2
at Brooklands on Feb 17, 2 on the upper Adur levels on Apr 24, 20 flying S
down Findon Valley on Apr 30, and 7 at Small Dole on Aug 4.

A pair bred at Woods Mill, raising 3 of the 4 goslings to the
flying stage. (MR)

0. ERENT GOOSE

Noted at Worthing beach up to May 24 and again after Sep 17;
monthly totals were:—

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Sep (et Nov Dec

E 8 77 57171130 & e e e 19 =mAD
W 3B 7 3 &5 & = 17 761 141 94

Feak movements were 693E/1W on Apr 1; 234 E on Mar 20; 18ZE on
Apr l4; and 19E/135 W on Oct 29.

Singles were at Shoreham on Jan 10 and Mar 10, and an individual
of the palebellied race "hrota' flew east at Worthing beach on May 4. In
autum 65 flew SW over Wild Park on Oct 18 ard singles were at Shoreham
harbour between 13-20 Nov, and at Widewater for several weeks from Oct 27.

GREY QOOSE SP.

18 flew MW over Broadwater at 0830 on Nov 5.

- 14 -



&1, SHELOUK
Frq recorded other than from sea—watch log at Worthing beach:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

B - = 8 38 & §Vs == 9 = 3
W 37 23 21 44 43 2 =21 2 51 43 42

Pesk movaments were 24W on Jan 8; 20E/2W on May 29; 17E/2W on May
B; and 9E/26W on Oct 29.

Far fewer were noted in the early months, no doubt due to the
milder than usual weather conditions. 1 was on the.upper Adur levels on Jan
30 with 2 there 7-14 Feb, and there was just a singleton on the Adur at
Shoreham 4-14 Jan. | was at Widewater 9-12 Dec.

6h, WIGEON
In the absence of hard weather, few were recorded at both ends of
the year. 10 were on the upper Adur levels on Jan 30 with 35 there Feb 7 and
18 Feb 14. 2 were at New Salt's Farm on Jan 24 and the only record fram
wWorthing beach between Jan & Jun was 1E on May 21.
Autum totals from Worthing beach were as follows:—

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Peak movements were 27W on Sep 9 and 20W on Sep 15. 1 flew SH
over Broadwater on Dec 2.

67. GATWALIL
Mmlymmrdswerenf?{ﬁmlesﬁfmﬂlus]mmeumarm

levels on Jan 24, 2 (lm,1fm) at MNew Salt's farm or River Adur between Feb
g-Mar 28, and finally 3W at Worthing beach on Aug 20.

- 15 =



6%, TEAL

Extensive flooding of the upper Adur levels in the early months
of the year brought more than usual to the area; 100 were present there on
Jan 30, 102 cn Feb 7 rising to 300 on Feb 14, 1 was at New Salt's Farm on
Feb 6.

Again neoted in small mmbers passing Worthing beach as the
following monthly totals demonstrace:—

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

The last spring record was 2ZE on May 21, Peak movement was 14E/IW
on Feb 14,

70, MALLARD

Recorded in very low mumbers during seawatches atﬂnrth.mgbead‘i
with a total of just 10E/1SW for the period Jan to Jum.

Coumnts included 40 on floodwater en the upper Adur levels Feb 7,
39 on the lower Adur on Oct 15 and 34 at Small Dole on Jan 3. Breeding was

not recorded at Storrington Mill Pond this year where 3-8 broods have been
noted anmally fran 1982-1987,

72, PINTATL

More than usual recorded in the early months when floodwater on the
upper Adur levels attracted 30 on Jan 30 increasing to 66 on Feb 2 (KN), an
area tecord, and reducing to 22 on Feb 7 and 10 Feb 14, The largest group
recorded prior to 1988 was 25 in November 1985.

None were recorded during spring sea—watches at Worthing but a total
of 14 were noted in the autum, as follows:- 1E on Aug 21, 10W on Aug 31; 1
E on Sep 15; 1 Won Sep 22; and 1 E on Nov 21.

75, SHOVELER

Counts from the flooded upper Adur levels were 1 on Jan 24, 6 on Feb
2, 22 on Feb 6, 15 on Feb 7 and 10 on Feb 14, Few were noted during spring

- 16 =



and autum seswatches at Worthing, the following represent all the reconis:
IWanMar 30, 4 E on Apr 30, 3 £ on May 1, and singles oo Jul 17, Aug 9,
4ug 17, and Nov 19.

76. RED CRESTED POCHARD

The probable—escaped male present at Erocklands in 1987 remainsd
thers for the whole of 1988.

77. POCHARD

Maximm early year counts from Widewater were 12 1 n Jan ard 15 in Feb, and
a female was presentwimmftedhmksmmeupperﬁdur levels oa Feb 7. AL
worthing beach 3 flew W on Aug 31 and & W on Oct 2.

In the autum, maxima at WW were | in Oect, 9 in Nov & 19 here or
at Brooklards in Dec. A rather poor yeat.

80, TUFTED DUCK

As Pochard, fewer recorded than usual, maximm early year counts
from W being 13 in Jan and 17 in Feb. 10 at Brooklands on Jan 31 may have
been the WW birds. Ummmuyﬂ-wremflundmtecmﬂmmpermrlmls
Feb?[s&ahme}.mrmlyrmrdedmmtdmatﬁnrmm&. the
only sightings were 1 E & 1 W ( probably the same individual) on May 8 and 1
W there on Jul 27.

At the end of &Eyaarmximatmwereﬁinﬂnvamﬁmnec
with up to 5 present at Brocklands during the period. 1987 29 on Patching
Pond, mid-October,

81. SCAUF

The only record was of a mle plus a female at Widewater on Jan
4, A poor year by recent standards.

B2, EIDER

rbremtﬁdﬂmmlgﬂ?.nllrmrdsmingfmﬂorﬂﬁmhmth.
The monthly totals were:-

I b



Jan Feb Mar &pr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct hNov Dec

3
I =6

= m

B G e e =oa m e iB
9 6§ - = = 3 1 1213

The last spring record was J offshore on May 24, and the maximum mumber
feeding offshore in spring was 15 on May 1, and in autuwmn 4 on Cet 8, Peak
movement was 7/W on 15 Dec,

87. CGMON SCOTER

Fecorded in each month passing Worthing beach, the totals were:-

Jan Feb Mar JApr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dee

E 4 10 1112591 724 5 29 14 - 38 79 25
W& 1 @& 3 31 = 3% 20 15 & 3 1%

Peak movements were 1005 E on Apr l4; 545E on Apr 18; 231 E on Apr 10;
and 20 E/60 W on Dec 31. The largest flock noted offshore in spring was 20
on Mar 27 and in autum just 6 on Dec 21. Additionally, 134 fles E at
Erighton Marina on May 8th,

89, VELVET SCOTER

All records from the seawatch log at Worthing beach with again
small mumbers recorded, autum being particularly disappointing as the
following table demonstrates:-—

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
B = = X3 e e s e =
W = = 3= = = = = = 2 = =

Peak movement was 4 E on May 1; the only autum sighting was 2 W on Oct 29,
Again a poor year. 1987 3 offshore Brighton in Jamary.
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91. GOLDENEYE

Unusually, very few recorded; the only records were from Worthing
heach with 3W on Oct 31 and IW on Nov 19, A reversal of recent trends, no
doubt associated with the mild weather conditions prevailing at both ends of
the year.

94. FED BREASTED MERGANSER

Concentrations off the coast in the early months. Here low,
maxima at Worthing beach being 3 in Jan, 28 in Feb, 2E in Mar and 16 in Apr.
10 were noted off W on Mar 6.

7 were on the Adur on Feb 5, a male was on WW on Mar 26, and on
Mar 27, 2 were seen fishing successfully there.

Regularly noted passing Worthing beach from Jan to Mey 13 and again from Oct
to the year-end, The monthly totals were as follows:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 64 Wie42%0 12 - - 1 3 39
W 8 D8k 7 - =154 39

Urusually, lh'asrewrdaiﬁﬂaaﬂmﬂmmperaduratﬂirﬂmmmtll.
97, HREY BUZZARD

1 over Wild Park, Brighton on Sep 3 (GLC/LW), if accepted by the
Sussex 0.5. will constitute the third record for the area; the previcus GWo
being singles in 1985 & 1986,

99. RED KITE

1 over Hollingdesn at 12.00 hrs on Mar 22 was again seen, being
mobbed by crows, at 16.00 hrs (ADW/IJW). It is worthy of note that a
substantial influx of this species ocourred in southern and eastern counties
at this time.

If accepted by the Sussex 0.S. this constitutes only the third or
fourth area record this century, the previous records being in Nov 1971 and
Oct 1979.

_.19_



105, H RAFRIER

There were five records for the year, all involving ''ringtails' as
follews:— 1 at Shoreham Airport on Jan Sth; 1 at Chantry Hill, Sterrington
on Jan 6th; | Cissbury on Oct 15; 1 at Hollingbury Camp Nov 18; and 1 on the
Adur levels at Upper Peeding on Dec 29, A typical showing of dates and

sites,

105. MINTAGU'S HAFRIER

A juvenile ( proably male) flew S54 over Lancing Clump on Oct 14 (BE).
If accepted by the Sussex 0.5. this constitutes the secord-latest autum
record for the area, the latest being at No Man's Land on 2lst Oct 1972,

108, SPARRCWHARE

Again well-distributed in the area and noted from at least 19 ccastal,
urban, downland and wealden sites. Breeding season records indicate a
minimm of 11 pairs in the area; given its preference for wooded nest-sites
this may be a low estimate as it is undoubtedly under-recorded in the weald.
Again noted regularly humting in urban areas throughout the year. The
maximm rumber recorded at any one locality was 4 at Cissbury in October,
and four were recorded migrating high over Hole Street on Sep 25. Single
males were trapped and ringed at Cissbury on Aug 27 and Oct 15.

109. BUZZARD

A typical scattering of singles were noted during the year, the
following are all the records:- over the Steyning by-pass on Jan 18; over
Hill Barn and Broadwater Apr 11; Chanctonbury on May 15; Cissbury on May 17;
Wild Park on Jul 30; Lychpole Hill on Oct 30; E over Swandean Hospital Nov
23; and finally over Broadwater Dec 1. One pair present in summer - whether
breeding occurred is unknown.



115 KESTEEL

As in 1987, noted From at least 23 localities during the yearidetails
of 16 confirmed breeding paitrs were reported with a possible further 8
pairs; where breeding success was noted, 4 pairs raised a total of 8 youns.
A significant percentage of birds chose urban nest sites with fewer reported
from dovmland; as Sperrowhack this specie is undoubtedly under-recorded in
woodland areas.

1 was seen foraging on shingle st Worthing beach on May 12, There
wers no sizable auturn concentrations, the larsest being 7 at Long Furlong
on Jul 30. The only possible migrant was a female which arrived from the
south at Goring beach on Mar 26.

An albino was reported from Wild Park on Aug 15th.

118. MERLIN

A similar year to 1987, the following are all the records :— I at Mill
Hill Feb 9; a probable immature male over the River Adur at Shoreham on Sep
5; 1 noted pursuing a Green Woodpecker over Worthing Golf Course an Cet 12;
1 male Wild Park Oct 24; and finally | chasing Meadow Pipits over Manor
Sports ground, Broadwater on Dec 30,

119, HOBBY

First of the year was cne at the upper Adur levels on Apr 26, after
which the usual scattering of sightings until the last at Chanctonbury on

Sep 18. The monthly totals were:—
April 2 May 7 ume 1 July 1 Aug 5 Sept & Oet O
No breeding records were received,
123, PEREGRINE FALOMN
There were 2 records, as follows; an immature bird flew E at Widewater

on Apr 3 (BFF), and a first-year male was at Wild Park on May 28 (GIC).
Details of both have been sent to the Sussex Ornithological Society.
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149, BED LECGED PARIRIDGE

Coveys of 25 were teported on the downs above Storrington on Jan 4
with 15 there oa Nov 12 also 15 at Cissbury on Sep 17. Dtherwise singles
were noted, unusual being one at Hollingdean between Mar-May, 1 at Widewater
in Mar, and 1 around the buildings at Shoreham Airport on Mar 19.

RO PARTRIDGE

| Besding Will | Dec. Many of these released binds remain unrecorded in
our area.

130. GREY PARTRIDGE

The largest covey reported was 40 at Applesham Farm on Sep 21. Up to
4 were between Cissbury and Chanctonbury May — Jul, with 17 there on Aug 29,
and 4 were at Truleigh Manor on Feb 6.
Ereeding season records received were 2 pairs at West Durrington and | pair
Devil's Dyke. Unusual was a male in a central Worthing garden on Oct 23,

131. QUATL

An average year with singles calling from the dowms above Sompting on
May 15, Cissbury on May 12, and Mo Man's land and Cissbury on May 17. 3
reported below Cissbury and 1 near Lychpele Hill between May 8 and Jum 3.

135, WATER RAIL

A poor year. A bird present at Woods Mill at both ends of the year and
possible breeding there during the sumer. The only other records were
singles at the Sanctuary on Mar 13 and 30.

142, MOORHEN

Peak counts included 32 on Falmer Pond on Dec 17, 26 at Brooklands on
Jan 17, and 10 there on Mar 13. 1 was at Brighton Marina on Jan 10.

Breeding records were as follows:- a pair at Queen's Park, Brighton on
May 11 with two juveniles present in Jul, 2 pairs Storrington Mill Pond, and
two pairs with 4 juveniles on Poynings Pond in Jul.



145, O0OT

Fewer recorded than in years involving hard weather; peak monthly
sounts for Broowlands and Widewater were as follows ;-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Oct Yov Dee
Broowlands 62 34 15 NC NC 26 40 56
Widewater 7T 8 B NG 1 N 1 2

1 was an the River Adur at Shoreham Jan 11— Feb 11 and 2 were at
Brighton Marina on Mar 14.

151. OYSTERCATCHER

Recorded in every month and as usual the largest mmbers were from the
seawatch log at Worthing beach; the monthly totals were:—
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E' 5 5 19 %3105 = = 1§ 1519 &2 79
W - 2 6 5 5 3 12 29 3 13 10 36

Peak movernts were 30E/3W on May 7 and 35E/IW on Nov 19, Counts at the
Goring roost were:— Jan (30); Aug (8); Sep (19); and Dec (3). Up to 6
present cnthe River Adur at Shoreham each month with 7 on Dec 8 and only 1
in Jun. 10 were on Ferring beach Nov 2 with 7 there Dec 25,

153, AVOCET

5 flew E at Worthing beach on May 16 (JAN), and 1 flew W there on Oct
30 (PB). 1987 3 flew E at Brighton Marina on Mar 21.
158. LITTLE RINGED FLOVER

Passage migrants rumbered one in spring and two in autum; the

following are all the records:— 1 on lower Adur on May 6; 1 there on Jul 7;
and 1 at Widewater on Aug 31,



159, RINGED PLOVER
Pesk monthly counts were as follows :-—

Jart Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Biver Adur 135 54 11 265 340 161 2BS 215
Goring 309 - - 26 144 103 126 192

Yonthly totals from Werthing beach were as follows:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr Msy Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E = = =505 3 — = & & 33 11 -
W= = 3 & 7 2 329 5% & & =

Peak movement was 23E on Apr 29. The only bresding record was a pair
with a juvenile at Brighton Marina in Jul, the same site at which a pair
raised 4 young in 1987, All breeding records are very welcome. High-tide
roost counts at Widewater incloded 57 on Aug 18 and 150 on Sep 4. 165,

165, GOLDEN PLOVER

Faw recorded this year, the meximm counts being 35 on the upper Adur
levels on Jan 24, 18 there on Jan 31 and 3 on Feb 7. 1 was at Cissbury oo
Oct 1lsk,

166. GREY PLOVER

Recorded at Worthing beach fram March to May 29 and again from Aug 9
to the year—end; the monthly totals were:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E - - 18 51 125 - 4 13 - 5
B = = 1 = 2 20 3223 3% 31

Peak movements were 58E on May 7; 45E on Apr 29; and 31 W on Dec 3.

Upm#Jm-bhrmRimrMIat;ﬂmdm,mﬂbem&p-ﬂmmmi
there but 13 on Nov 7 and 17 on Nov 13, Counts at Coring wader roost were:—
Jan (116), Avg (41), Oct (18), Mov (B7); Dec (176). One on WW Sep 14 was
considered umsual. :

e



169, LAPWING

Maximm counts in the early months were 1000 at Shoreham Alrport
during Jan reducing to 30% on Feb 6, and 1009 on the upper Adur levels on
Feb 7.

Breeding recorss were 3 pairs Lychpole farm and 3 prs Clssbury to
Canctonbury; these were attempting to breed but may have been hindered by
agricultural activity. All future counts of breeding pairs would be welcome.
2 were on the lower Adur on Jun 2, Post-breeding flocks included 300 on
Shoreham Airport and 500+ upper Adur levels on Jul 31, with 15l remaining on
the airport on Aug 18.

Autum and year-end counts were rather low and included 500 in the
Cissbury area on Aug 29; 600 on the airport on Nov 13; 500+ upper Adur
levels on Dec 1; 500 at New Salt's Farm on Dec 31; and 110 on Goring wader
roost an Dec 25.

Additionally, 125 flew S over Broadwater on Oct 14 and 350 flew N over
Laneing cn Dec 6.

170, KNOT

None were noted in the early months; the monthly totals from Worthing
beach were as follows:—

fpr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
E i L TR R S - R
W 1 (- PR 2 PR B [

The last and peak date in spring was May 23 with 98E; the largest
autum movement involved a single flock of 150W on Sep 1.

Up to & were reported from R.Adur at Shoreham from Aug 15-Sep 20. 2
were on the airport on Aug 18 and 1 at Widewater on Sep 10.
171. SANDERLING

Peak monthly camts of the Goring wader roost were as follows:-

IJmFebmrAerh}meMgSq:DctHme
230 NC 50 40 - - =10 2 2 24117



Madimum muenbers fesding on Worthing beach were 30 in Novoand 153 in Dec.
Recorded in spring frum Worthing beach, the monthly totals were:-
Jan Feb Mar 4pr May Jun
E. = = 8 1N 27&
W = = = 5 3

Last recorded on Jun 3 with 6E. Peak movements were 57E on Apr 30; 47E
on May B; and 44E on May 21, Singles were present on the River Adur at
Shoreham on Aug 10 and Sep 13,

175. LITTLE STINT

Noted in autum only with singles on River Adur at Shoreham on Aug 17
and Sep 30, and at Widewater with singles on Aug 18, Sep 18 and Sep 28; 2
Were present at the latter site an 20-21 Sep.

182, CURLEW SANDPIPER

4 good autum, all records as usual coming from R.Adur, Widewater, or
passing offshore,

In August 2 were on R. Adur at Shoreham on 26th, after which 8 on Sep
2; 4 Sep 3; 20 on Sep 4-6; between 2 & & Sep 8-13; 13 on Sep 16; and 3 on
Sep 30. Some of these birds may have also been recorded at Widewater, counts
being 1 on Aug 18; 8 on Aug 28; 10 on Sep 1; 8 on Sep 27;; and 10 on Sep 28,

At Worthing beach 1 flew W on Aug 27; 4V on Sep 14; W on Sep 23; ard
1 W Widewater Sep 28. These mumbers compare favourably with counts at other
south ccast sites at this time.

183. PURPLE SANDPIPER

Brighton Marina contimues as a regular wintering site for this
species; 3 were present there on Jan 16 with 5 on Mar 5 and 1 during
November, the only autum record.

Additionally, 2 were at Shoreham Harbour on Mar 6 reducing to 1 on Mar
20th,



184, DUNLIN
The peak monthly counts were:-—

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Aug Sep Oct lov Dec

R, Aur 1160 1560 204 NC NC 20 9 B84 1139 1243
Goring 310 NC NC NC NC 45 20 6 41 500

Cpastal movements from Worthing were:-—
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

F = = 421 I = & 5 31 = -
¥ = = 2@ 2% < 133 K - o=

last date in spring was 1E on Jun 3. Peak movements were 69 E/13W an
Apr 29; 71E on Apr 22; and 119E/25W on Oct 29, First date noted in the
autum was 2W on Jul 14,

More than usual feeding on Worthing beach at the end of the year with
a count of 590 on Dec 17.

150 were on a flooded field mear lancing College on Feb 8. Coumnts at
Widewater included 2 on May 25, 13 on Jul 6, 30 on #ug 17; and 90 on Aug 28,

188, BUFF

ﬂvemlyrecﬂrdwasliatﬁurthir@beanhmkpgwhichwereinitmlly
seen feeding on the beach,

189, JACK SNIFE

1 flushed from a ditch at Wiston on Feb 7 and 1, possibly 3, at New
Salt's Famm on Feb 6 were the only records.

190. SNIFE
In the early months flooding in the Adur valley attracted larger

numbers than during hard weather in early 1987. Counts included 171 on New
Salt's Famm on Feb 6, 100 on the upper Adur levels an Feb 14 and 60 on the

T



lower Adur levels on the same day. The maximm count for Jan on the Eiver
Adur at Shereham was 29 with 23 there in Feb reducing to 3 on Mar 10th,
Similarly, numbers ab New Szit's had reduced to 2 on Mar 20, Other
March counts included 75 still en the upper Adur levels on Mar 15.
Fes noted in autum;' there were 2 on R. Adur at Shoreham on Oct 1, 1
at New Szlt's Farm oo Aug 18, and 4 at Ferring Fife on Nov 15.

194, WOODCOG

There were just 4 records, as follaws:— 1 at Cissbury on Mar 6, 1 at
wild Park on Nov 19, 1| roding at Wiston on May 3, and most interestingly ane
roding over woodland at West Durrington in the breeding seasoa,

195, BLAGK-TATLED GODWIT

A scattering of records, mostly involving offshore passage. At
Worthing beach, 3E on May 7; 12E on May 15; 1E on May 21; IW on Aug 15; 1W
on Aug 26; 3W on Nov 5. Otherwise 4 were on River Adur at Shoreham on Cet 9
with 1 there on Aug 31. 2 were on Ferring beach Nov 15, A good year,

196. BAR-TAILED GUOWIT
Y
Scarce in the early months; 1 was on R. Adur at Shoreham on Jan 4 but
not reported there again until 2 on Apr 8. As usual the largest rumbers were
seen on passage offshore at Worthing beach; the monthly totals were:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

BE - = —-3%3B1% =~ = 1 5 7 - 3
W - - - 29 4 - 5 3108 9 2 -

In spring, a return to form after the indifferent year of 1987. First
noted in spring on Apr 1 (lE), the last was on May 23 (1E). The first autum
record was an Jul 5 (2W), Peak movements were 1549E/3W on Apr 29; 657E on
Apr 24; 57BE on May 7; S47E on Apr 30;.506E on May 1; and in autum, a
single flock of 704 on Sep 1.

Unusual mumbers were present in autum frequenting the Goring wader
roost fram Sep to the year-end, the peak being 23 on Oct 8 reducing to 2 an
Dec 25. Similar numbers, possibly involving the same birds were seen on the
R, Adur and Widewater during this period, counts including 3 on Aug 31; 4 on
Sep 6, ZﬁmSeplﬁm‘ﬂEAmSapﬁ(Mm-};au!ZﬁmSeplﬂwimmmSep



8 (Widewater). 2 vere on R.Adur on Nov 13.
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Coastal movements at Worthing beach were noted from Apr 3 to May 25
and again from Jul 10 to Sep 15; the monthly totals were:-
Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

E = 3990 = =0 = =
¥ = &2 -3 6% 2 =

As can be seen, the May figures in particular were rather low. Peak
movements were 143E/6W on Apr 16; 60E an Apr 22; and 41E on Apr 24
indicating a slightly earlier spring passage than usual. lLargest autum
movement was 17W on Jul 17,

Small rumbers were reported from the lover Adur in autumm, the first
being 1 on 7-8 Jul after which the largest parties were 5 on Aug 26, 6 on
Sep 2, 3 on Sep 10, and last recorded there with a single o Sep 30.

Inland records involved 4 on the upper Adur levels on Apr 26; 1 there
on Jul 10; 2W over Broadwater an Jul 7; and 1S over Hollingbury on Sep l6.

199. CURLEW

As usual the majority noted during sea—watches at Worthing; the
monthly totals were:—



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E ="F TR e = 2T 2 =
W = = = § 1 2™ 119 I = 1

Peak movements were 24E on Apr 14 and in autum 46W on Jul 17, As can
be seen, Teturn passage was noticable in July; this total is only a little
lower than the combined July totals for the years 1978-1987.

Otherwise only singles noted; at New Salt's Farm on Apr 10; on the
lower Adur on 25 Aug and Sep iC; and at Goring Gap on Aug 29.

201. SPOTTED REDSHANK

More than usual reported, the records are as follows:— 3 flew N over
Worthing beach on May 7 (GVE), and 1 flew W there an Sep 10 (RJS), which was
probably the same bird as noted on Widewater and R, Adur on the same day
(PB). 1 in s/p was on the R. adur an Aug 18 (PMB). This remains an wmsual
species in the area.

202. REDSHANK

Sporadically recorded from spring sea—watches at Worthing with ZE in
Jan; SE/IW in Mar; 3E in Apr; ZE/3W in May; and none in June.
Systematic counts of the birds on the R.Adur were as follows:-
Jan Feb Mar Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
152 132 111 26 58 7036 72 91 143

Occasionally recorded with other waders on the Goring roost, the
meximm was 5 there in Dec.

The "ereamy " individual was noted again on R. Adur from Jan 3 to Mar
16. ’

204, GREENSHANK

Rather scarce this year. In spring, singles flew E at Worthing beach
on May 14 and May 15. Autum was only a little better; there were up to 2 on
the R. Adur at Shoreham betwsen Jul 15— Sep 6, with singles at Cuckoo's
Cormer on Aug 23, and a juvenile at the Flood Arch on Aug 11, 1 flew over

Cissbury on Aug 18. Singles flew W at Worthing beach on Sep 9 and Cct 10,
the last date noted.

ETal



208. GREEN SANDPIFER

Unusually none were reported in the early months. First of the year was not
until Jul 27 when 1 flew W at Worthing beach (RJS), the first sea-watch
record for this locality. 1 was recorded flying W over Devil's Dyke on July
15. Apart fraom 2 ac Ferring Fife on Nov 8 only singles were noted in autum
to the year-end; on the upper Adur on Aug 29 and again there on Dec 1 and
Dec 27-29,

211. OMDN SANDPIFER

First of the year were singles at Ferring Rife on May 6 and calling at
Wiston on May 8, after which singles at Worthimg Beach (1E) on May 11 and IW
on May 12, and on R.Adur on May 15.

The first returning birds were 3 at Brighton Marina on Jul 16 and 2 on
the R. adur at Coombes on Jul 20. Most records thereafter were from the Adur
Valley, largest mnumbers being 13 on the upper Adur at Wykham on Jul 31, 11
Cuckoo's Comer o Aug 21, 4 Small Dole pond Jul 31 and 4 in Shoreham
Harbour on Aug 21. Only 10 further singles were noted mainly in Aug; these
include IW at Worthing beach oo Aug 29, 1 at Ferring Rife on the same day
and 1 on R. Adur at Shoreham Sep 9, the last recorded.

213, TURNSTONE

Noted in the sea—-watch log at Worthing beach from Mar to Aug; the
monthly totals were as follows:—

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aung
E . 8 &7 = - = -
W = & 5 = 5 W -

Peak movement was 33E on May 15.
Recorded from R. Adur (Shoreham) in the following months; 7 in Jan; 2 in
Feb; 1 in Mar; 1 in Aug; 1 in Oct; 7 in Nov. Other groups included 7 at
Ferring on Oct 25 and Nov B, & at Coring wader roost on Nov 5, 5 Goring
beach Dec 31, and at Widewater 2 on 18-28 Aug with 3 on Sep &.

e



217, PRARTNE SKLA

A higher spring total passing Worthing beach than in 1987 with 7E in
Apt and 42E in Msy. The records are as follows:- 6E Apr 22; 1E fApr 23; 22E
May 1 ( which included the largest party noted of 16); 6E May 2; lE May 3;
1E My 7 1E May B; 1E May 13; SE May 21; 1E May 22; 5E May 23. Passage
appeared to pesk slightly earlier than usual,

In autum, 1 flew W at Worthing beach on Nov 20, at a time when large
numbers were recorded fram North Sea. coasts. 1987 Singles at Brighton Marina
on Sep 21 and Oet 17,

{Aretic Skua)

218, ARCTIC SKUA

First recorded on the early date of Mar 25 at Worthing beach. Numbers
logged in spring there were well above the dismal year of 1987 as the
follosing table shows:-

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct HNowv

E 1 4 108 4 2 3 6 1 -
W - = Loome B0 A @ i

Peak movements were 30E/IW on May 2; 29E on May 1; 21E on Apr 30; 16E
on May 3; and in sutum 4E/3W on Sep 24. The four July individuals occurred
around mid-month, and may have been non-breeding birds summering off the
south coast.

Reports away from Worthing beach were 2E Brighton Marina May 2 with 3E
there May 8; and 7E Widewater on May 6 with 3E there on May 7.



220, GREAT STA

More noted than in 1987 passing offshore in spring at Worthing beach,
as shom by the following monthly totals:-

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E - 14 5 - 1 - - 1 = -
W - - 2 = B 2 - - - =

Peak movement was 9E on Apr 16, which included a remarkable party of

6, Autum was disappointing with 1E Jul 24; IW Aug 9; 1 W Aug 29, and IE Oct
29, 1 fles W at W on Aug Z1.

Toe,

L
222, MEDTTERFANEAN GULL

After just 4 records in 1987, an excellent year with up to 14
recorded, First of the year were 2 adults on R.Adur on Mer 14 (KN), after
which a second—year bird fles W at Worthing beach on Mar 17 (JAN), an adult
E plus an adult W on May ! (JAN/RJS/RAIL), and a second-year bird W on May 2
(JAN). A second-summer bird flew W at Worthing beach on Jul 24 (JAN) and an
oiled second—summer bird was present at Brighton Marina on Jul 22 and again
on Oct 29 (PMW). The same bird was also noted on the gull roost at Dorothy
Stringer School, Brighton fram Nov 3 to at least Nov 20, where, during this
period there was also an un-oiled second-year (ILW), an adult (MS) and a
first-winter (ILW); the latter arriving in Dec.

An adult was ringed at Sonpting refuse tip on Dec 7 (ABW)

225. LITTLE GULL

At Worthing beach, one of the best years on record for this attractive
guuwimatutalnflﬂpassingnffsrnremﬂngtheyear;t}emﬂﬂy
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totals were:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Kov Dec

E 2 - -985 = = = 1 % - -
W = = = 1 = = o = [ 8 - =

The first wers 2E on Jan 21 and the first spring record 2E on Apr 2.
As can be seen, most occurred in Apr/May peak movements being 21E on Apr 14;
20E on Apr 16; 25E on Apr 30; and 26E on May 1. Additionally, 8 flew E at
Brighton Marina on May 2 with a single E there on May 8. 1 was at Widewater
on Feb 11, and umsually 3 flew W over Wild Park on Aug 27,

228. BLACK HEADED GILL

Noted passing offshore at Worthing beach from Mar - Jun the monthly
totals being:- 248E/48W, Mar; 1308E/22%W, Apr; 2103E/199W, May; and 21E/IW,
Jun. Pesk movement was 358E on May 13.

Other counts were 800 West Hove golf course an Jan 1, 490 on Worthing
beach on Jul 15, 6000 at Lychpole farm on Sep 5, and 5000 flying S over
Lancing an Dec 6. Ringing records involved 411 at Sompting tip and 392 at
Washington.

233. OOMMN GQULL

Recorded in the sea—watch log at Worthing beach from Apr-Jun, the
monthly totals were:~ 437E/8W, Apr; 67E/1(W, May and 1 W June. Other counts
werelZDrmrSmllDolembhr?.#matﬂis:hn‘ymﬁprﬂ,mﬂm
Cissbury on Nov 11

A very pale leucistic individual was present at Goring beach an Mar 26
and at Worthing beach on several dates thereafter; also in flight over
Broadwater on Mar 27.

2434, LESSER HLACK. BACKFD GULL
At Worthing beach just 8 flew E in Apr and 2E in May. Otherwise, few

reported, the largest number being 20 en the River Adur at Shoreham on Dec
20,



235. HEFRING GULL

Rooftop nesting again reported from Brighton away from the seafront at
Dorothy Stringer School, Bamett Road and Hertford Road. The status of the
central Worthing colony in 1988 is not known, although 1 young was raised in
Owford Road A most unusual record was received of this species taking a
Swift at Patcham on May 13 (GLC). The maximm count for the Cissbury area
was 32 on May 30.

Individuals of the yellow-legged race "michahellis' were noted with I
on R. Adur on Feb 6; after which noted between JunNov as follows:— 5 on
River Adur an Jun 22, 1 there an Jul 27-28, 4 Washington 12 Jul; 11 between
the Tollbridge and Quckoo's Cormer on Aug 11; 1 there Ang 31; 12+ at
Washington 27 Aug; 9, one of which showed a green ring near upper Beeding o
Sep 8; 89 at Washington 30 Sept, with 17 there on 27 Oct and finally 2 there
on 5 Nov

237. GLAUDOUS GULL
A first-winter bird flew E at Worthing beach on Mar 3 (JAN)
238, GREAT HLAGK-BAGED GULL
The caly counts received were 56 on R. Adur (Shoreham) on Aug 9, 230
there on Dec 20, and 59 flew SW over Lancing on Dec 6. All roost counts of
this species wauld be welcome.
240, KITTINAFE
Recorded offshore at Worthing beach in every month, the totals were:-
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
E 5 =-1810618 9 3 9 5 518 2
W 98 13 20 41 82 46 49 22 13 25 19 194
Pesk movements were 37W on Jan 31; 3E on May 23; and 1E/76W on Dec 26.

Otherwise, 1 was on Widewater an Jan 15, 3 there 24 Dec,and 70 were
present at Brighton Marina on Sep 10.



245, SANDWICH TERN

Recorded at Worthing beach from Mar 19; the monthly totals were:-
Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nav

E 32 2973 189 142 45 45 23 6 -
W 10 288 170 113 145223185 7 1

&s can be seen, a good spring passage noted. Peak movements were 234E/5W on
Apr 2; 470E on Apr 14; 409E/15W on Apr 16; 391E/17 W on Apr 18; 656E/9 on
May 1; and in autum, 97W on Sep 3.

2 juveniles with 2 adults were at Southwick on Jun 26 and up to 4 were
on R.Adur (Shoreham) Jun 23-Jul 26. Last of the year, and the latest record
for the area was IW at Worthing beach on Nov 20.

246. ROSEATE TERN

A good year with 5 records, all in spring/early summer and all of them
from Worthing beach:~ 1E with a Common Tern on Apr 30 (PMB/BARM/DIS); 1E
with a Sandwich Tem on May 8 (PMB); 1E with 4 Common Terns on May 23 (
JAN/RJIS); 1E en Jun 23 (JAN); and IW on Jul 1 (PMB). All details have been
sent to the Sussex 0.5,

1987 1 at Brighton Marina Sep 3 and Sep 21-25.

247, COMMON TERN

1 flew E over Broadwater on May 23, and 3 were present on R.Adur on Aug
3l.

OON/ARCTIC TERN

Recorded offshore between Apr 6 and Oct 12, the monthly
totals were:-

dpr May Jun Jul Aug Sep OCct

E 1954 6418 22 20 79 14 15
W 21 9 4 52 346 959 3

A good spring-passage which included the highest day total for the area
of 3269E/5IW on May 1. Other peak movements were 976E on Apr 29; 329E/22 on



Apr 30; I76E/6W on May 8; 1323E on May 23; in autum, 3437 on Sep 3; and
63E/270 W on Sep 14, :

&say from the coast, 45 flew § down the R.Adur at Upper Beeding on Aug
g, 1 flew S¥ over Cissbury on Oct 2, and the last of the year was 1 on
R.adur on Oct 13,

251. LITTLE TERN

Moted of fshore at Worthing beach between Apr 6 and Sep 14, the monthly
totals were:-

Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sep

E 223 440 1 T
w 17 13 w2 a7 A

Peak movements were 222E on May 1, a record day total for the area; 93E
on Apr 30; and 59E on Apr 29. As with other tern species, a good spring
passage; the eastbound total of 676 is the third highest for the area, only
exceeded by 699 in 1980 and 687 in 1983.
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Few noted in the auturm, the last being IW at WB on Sep 14.

253, BLACK TERN

Recorded from WE between Apr 29 and Jun 2 but, unusually none noted
there in 195 hours of watching in the autum. The monthly totals were:— Apr
(2E), May (44E), Jun (2E). Peaks were 8E on May 6 and 9 E on May 7. 4n
average spring but disappointing autum,

255, GUIIRAT

Few specifically identified on seawatches at WB ; the totals were 3W in
Jan, IW in Feb, IE in Mar, IW in Apr, 4E in Nov, and 10W in Dee.

Scarce in the early months, just singles noted at Erighton Marina en
Jan 20 and Mar 5. However, large mumbers were seen offshore in December with
peak counts of 41 off WB on Dec 26, 50 off WW on Dec 23, and 20 off Brighton
Marina on Dec 31. A mumber of these birds were noticably oiled and, although
no figures are currently available, many oiled birds are thought to have
been picked up from the beaches or fram the sea. .

257. PAZORBILL

Noted from W B in Apr-May and Oct-Dec, the monthly totals were:— Apr
(11E), May (6E), Oct (ZW), Nov(l E), Dec (4 W).

Singles were noted off WW on Apr 29 and off Brighton Marina on Sep 10.
In December, 2 were off Worthing Pier on Dec 24 with 1 Dec 27; 3 were off WW
on Dec 26; and 3 were off Brighton Marina an Dec 31.
260, LITTLE ALK

1987 1, picked up exhausted in Steyning on Oct 12 was taken to Anundel
Wildfowl Trust were it died the next day.

261. PUFFIN

1987 An oiled bird picked up at Worthing on Feb 28 was taken to Arundel
Wildfowl Trust and then removed to Brent Lodge bird hospital.



AT SPECIES

fuks not specifically identified were recorded passing WB in most
months; the totals were:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Ang Sep Oct Nov Dec

E 13 - 823 3% - 1 = = 4 913
W 3% 212 8 8 - - - 212 10 92

Last recorded in spring on May 30. Peak movements were 2E/25{ on Jan 8;
15E/2W on Apr 30; BE/58W on Dec 23; and 17W on Dec 24.

264, STOCK DOVE

Apart from 100 on farmland at Truleigh Manor on Jan 30 no other
concentrations were reported. Ereeding season records were 6 pairs Wild
Park/ Hollinghury Woods and 2 pairs Sandgate Park. All counts of feeding
flocks and breeding records would be welcome to assess what impact the
hirricane of Oct 87 had on this tree-hole nesting species.

265, WOOD PTGEON

Counts included 2000W at Mill Hill on Dec 15 and 1000N over Lancing on
Dec 6th.

266, COLLARFD DOVE

The highest concentration noted was 200+ at Standean Farm, Patcham, or
Dec 17, and 75 there on Nov 12. 57 were counted on electricity wires at
Beeding cement works on Jan 18. 11 pairs bred in Wild Park/ Hollingbury
Woods area. 1 at Cissbury on 31 Jul was considered unusual for the site.
Again, all counts of feeding flocks would be welcame.
267. TURTLE DOVE

First noted was 1 at Cissbury on May 9 after which few were reported.
The following are ALL the records:- singles Cissbury May 14 & 15 with 2 on
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May 21, 3 there May 17; IN ®B May 21; 1 Mill H{l1l Jun 19; 1 Shoreham Airport
Jul 27; 1 Cissbury Jul 31; 8 Waterhall and 2 Cissbury Aug 18; 2 Cisshury Aug
2 2 Wild Park Sep 3; and the only breeding records this year were of 2
pairs at Devil's Dyke and 1-2 pairs Lychpole. An apparently poor year— all
records of this species wauld again be welcome, as a decrease was also noted
in 1987,

1,
73

269, RING-NEQKED PARAKEET

The Hollingbury Woods colony fared a little better this year with one
pair successfully fledging 2 young. The total population at this site is
thought to be six, although 8 were seen on one date, 1987 The undated record
at Wb referred to in last year's report was on Nov 5. Observer comments that
it " was a cracker'.

271, QIXpo

First recorded at Southwick Hill on Apr 13 and Cissbury on Apr 16,
mainly singles reported fram 11 sites 1 in late Apr—early May but 3 were at
Cissbury on Apr 2B and 2 on the upper Adur levels on Apr 24. Present in the
breeding season with up to 2 present at 8 sites, with reports of 2 juveniles
being fed by Dummocks. In autumn just 5 juveniles moted, 3 in August and 2
in September; the latest being 1 at Hill Bam on Sep 17.

274, BARN QWL

Again, no breeding noted, and there were just 3 records of singles; 1
Hole Street,Wiston 18 May; a probable unmted individual at Washington
Bostal on Jun 5; and 1 on the upper Adur levels on Feb 14,



79. LITTLE OkL

A decline noted at Cissbury, Findon Valley & High Salvington,
probably due to the after—effects of the hurricane, 1 pair bred Devil's Dyke
and present during the breeding season at Cocmbes, upper Adur levels,
£dburtan churchyard, New Erringham Farm, Applesham Farm, Sullington, and
Spithandle Lane.

Outside the breeding season one was noted at Nepcote on Sep 19, 2 at
West Durrington on Oct 7, and singles at Ovingdean Church on Oct 15, Goring
Gap on Oct 16, and West Durrington on Nov 22-23.

280, TANY CWL

Breeding records were as follows:— a pair at Soutfwick Green raised 2
young; | pr Goring; 5 prs at Wiston; 1 pr Woods Mill produced 2 young; also
present at only 4 other sites. A decline noted at Cissbury and High
Salvington. Quside breeding season just singles nmoted from 7 well- seattered
sites. All records would be welcome.

281. LONG EARFD WL

Only two records for the year: 1 exhausted individual, probably a
migrant, at Hollingbury Camp on Sep 19th; and 1 injured bird picked up near
Henfield and taken to Woods Mill on 13 Dec. It was taken to the vet, but
unfortunately it died the following day.(MR)
282. SHORT EARED (WL

A1l records from the last quarter with 1 at Wild Park on Oct 18 and the
same or another there on Nov 1; 2 at Hollingbury golf course on Oct 29; and
2 on the upper Adur levels at Upper Beeding on Dec 27 and 29.
284, NIGHTJAR

Breeding was not confirmed, but single males heard "'churring' at

Cissbury on Jun 6 (DIS) and Sullington Warren on Jun 10 (BFF/RAL). Fram 1965
until this year there has only been one churring bird recorded.

o b



289, SWIFT

The first were 2 at the upper Adur levels on Apr 24 after which a
scattering of singles reported to the end of the month. No large—scale
invasions were noted in May but peak arrival probably occurred between 2-7th
May with 16 at Worthing Beach on the latter date. There wers 50 at Cissbury
on May 21. Totals at WB were IN Apr (28th), BIN May, and IN Jmn. Counts
during the sumer were %0 over West Durrington on Jun 11 and 130 West Hove
Golf Course an Jun 21. On return passage 500 gathered over Broadwater Jul 30
= Aug 1, 90 were over Patcham an Jul 27, ard 50 West Worthing on Jul 19. 30
flaw N at WB on Jul 14.

Most had departed by mid-August but smell mumbers remained into Sept; 3
were at west Hove golf course on Sep 5; and the last was 1 at WB and 3 over
Eroadwater on Sep 14.

293, KINGFISHER

As usual most noted from the Adur Valley, and between 2/3 pairs my
have bred, although this could not be proven. Typical were 1 to 2
individuals present throughout the year in the New Salt's/ Flood Arch area;
single (different) individuals at the Sanctuary en 15 and 22 Jun; and one at
Ladywells or Cuckoo's Corner in most months. 2 juveniles at Woods Mill in
mgh;ttherewasmprmfofbrmdingmthemaemitsﬂf.iwasmrhe
upper Adur on Aug 29, 1 was at Storrington Mill Pond on Aug 12 and Nov 4,
and 1 flew W at Shoreham Harbour on Nov 6.

297. HOPCE

1 present at Wild Park on Apr 20 (GIC et al) 1987 1 arrived fram the
sea at Brighton Marina on Apr 17 ard 1 was at Chantry Hill, Storrington on
Apr 20~ the second year in succession for this latter site,

298, WRYNECX

The only record was 1 at Cissbury oo Sep 20 (BFF). Details have been
sent to the Sussex 0.5,
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300. GREEN WOODPECKER

9 pairs were reported during the breeding season, again meinly fram the
weald, dams and Adur valley. The records suggest possible breeding by a
further 6 pairs. All sightings outside the breeding seasan were also in
areas where nesting was proven or suspected, apart fram the now customary
scattering of singles in observers' gardens. The hurricane of 1987 does not
appear to have resulted in a noticable decline in mmbers. Three different
birds were ringed at Cissbury on Sep 25, Oct 23 and Nov 13.

302. GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER

Breeding season records suggest just 12 pairs in the area. A decline
noted at Cissbury and Mmtham Park, which may be general in the area; the
species was certainly better-reported in 1987 and may have suffered more
than the Green Woodpecker fram the effects of the hurricane.

Singles were noted from scattered localities cutside the breeding
season; a mumber of these included coastal sites, including singles at
Brooklands on Jan 2] and Widewater an Nov 4. Just a single record this year
of one regularly feeding on peanuts in a member's garden.

303. LESSER SPOTTED WOCDPECKER

There were just 3 records; 1, feeding on a pearut/fat feeder at Mmtham
pottery on Nov 11 was thought to have been present there all year; suspected
bmaiﬂgatﬂ:ad.sbﬁuhnmlymmcuimauy;a:ﬂlwasatﬂissb.:rym
Oct 21.

L



311. SKYLARK

Peak count was a concentration of 500 or more in fields between Cisshury and
Chanctonbury on Nov 6. Apart frem 150 on the downs, 80 at Cissbury oo Apr 5,
at Pyecombe on Dec 17 only small groups noted, including 30 flying to roost
at Highdom on Nov 4. EBreeding records invelved 4 pairs Wild Park/
Hollingbury and 2 pairs Devil's Dyke.

313. SAND MARTIN

Faw arrivals were noted in spring, the first being ZN Worthing beach on
Mar 27, where totals for Apr and May were only 2N and BN respectively.
Unusually 14 arrived from the south at Brighton Marina on the morming of Jul
16.

There were approximately 30 occupied nest holes at Sandgate Park;
however, an abandoned colony in the area is thought to have been
re—occupied, although no details of breeding mumbers have yet been received.

No retuming birds were noted in August; there were 6 at Wild Park on
Sep 5, 5 at Ferring Rife on Sep 10, 1 over Broadwater on Sep 16 and 1 at
Cissbury on Sep 24, Last of the year were 3 over Broadwater on the late
date of Oct 7th.

314, SWALLOW

First of the year was 1 at WW on Mar 25 with one at New Salt's Famm on
Apr 1, after which singles and parties of up to & noted from a mumber of
lpcalities over the next few days. Small mumbers continued to be reported
during the month but peak arrival did not appear to occur until early May
when 85 flew N at WB on 9th. Spring totals from the WB seawatch log were 42N
in April, 27V in May; and IN in Jun.

Peak autum counts were low; 1000 were at Wild Park on Sep 6 and the WB
monthly totals were 696E in Sep and 1003E in Oct. 50 flew S at WW on Aug 16,
and 55 were at Cissbury on Oct 21. After singles at West Hove Golf Course on
Nov 6 and at WW and Adur recreation ground on Nov 13, the last was at
Broadwater on Nov 17.



316. HMSE MARTIN

A poor spring and late general arrival, giving initial cause for
concemn., After the first records of 2 at ladywells on Apr 10 and WEB on Apr
11 ( where the Apr total was 5N only), not noted again until Apr 24 with 2
at upper Beeding and 1 at West Hove Golf Course. May was only a little
better; the WB monthly total was a meagre 41N, peaks occurring around the
same dates as Swallow with a modimmm of 15N on May 7.

Far more significant numbers were noted in autum; there were westerly
movements at West Hove Golf Course of 630 on Sep 13, 625 on Sep 14 and 265
an Sep 16; 1500 were at Hove on Sep 17; 1000 SW over Broadwater and 2000+
Wild Park Sep 30; and in October, 5000, mostly this species, at Cissbury on
Oct 2: 200 Southwick with 700E WW on Oct 3; and monthly totals for WB were
1690E in Sep and 2060E in Oct, peak day Oct 15 when 1500 flew E. Most had
departed by Nov; last for the year was 1 at W on Nov 18.

320. TREE PIPIT

First of the year was 1 at W an Mar 31 (HS), the earliest date for
the area , 3 were at Cissbury on Apr 17 and 1 at WB on May 7. This species
maintains its status as a rare bresding bird in the area with just 2
records, of a pair at Sullington Warren, seen displaying in May and carrying
food to the nest in June; another pair was noted at Chanctonbury in May.

Autizm records involved a total of 40 at Wild Park Aug 16 - Sep 24
with a maximm comnt of 17 on Sep 3. An early individual was at Cissbury on
Jul 18 with another on Aug 5; 66 were noted there betwen Aug 20 and Sep 20
with a maximm of 40 on Sep 9. The last were 2 at Worthing crematorium on
Sep 19 and 1 at Cissbury on Sep 20.

322. MEADOW PIPIT

No rumbers noted in the early months until an inflixt towards the end
of March. 500+ arrived from the sea at Goring in 3 hours on the moming of
Mar 26 and a "'substantial influx'' was reported at WW on the same day. At WB
the first arrivals were 4N on Mar 16; spring monthly totals there were 57/N
in Mar; 41N in Apr; and none in May. 60 were at Wild Park on Apr 20 and 40
atciash.u?mhpr#.mumlybrmdingmmm:dmapmuml's
Dyke.

In autum, between Aug 6 and Nov 19 a total of 880 passed through Wild
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Park, maximm being 250 on Sep 30. Worthing beach autum monthly totals were
nane Aug; 40E in Sep; 348E/ 66W in Oct; and singles in Nov; peak movement
was 100E on Oct 16. A further 200 were noted at 5 additional sites Sep 30 -
Oct 16. Fewer in Nov with 15 at Ferring Rife on Nov 15 and 10 Airport Dec 8,
the only record for that month.

324a, ROX PIPIT

A typical showing in the early months, as usual all records fraom the
coast where 1-2 noted from 4 sites with 6 at Brighton Marina JanMar. late
singles were reported from WB on Apr 18 and Apr 24, In antum 14 were
present at Brighton Marina on Oct 15 and 1-2 were on R.Adur at Shoreham
during Oct.

325. YELILOW WAGTAIL

Firstr.:fﬂm;&aarwaslatl.ynhpolefﬁﬂm&pr#,arﬂfmmtadm
spring passage; at Worthing beach the first was IN on Apr 9 and the last IN
bhyl&withmnthlytumlsof?ﬂinﬁprmﬂEHinhhy.

Themlybrmdiugseasmremrdmapaixmﬂmmperﬁ:MrlmrﬂBm
May 8.

As usual, far more mmerous in autum; the first retumning bird was 1
at Cissbury on Aug 6 after which a total of 635 noted from 12 sites. Peak
mtsfmumtswereiﬁl‘atmmﬂctﬂ.nda}rnfmmhlepamﬂm
movement, 75 upper Adur levels on Aug 29, 8l on 7 dates Aug 29 - Sep 25 at
West Durrington, and 45 New Salt's Farm Sep 3. In Oct rumbers dwindled
rapidly, the last being at West Hove golf course with 5 on Oct 15 and 1 on
Oet 16,

327. GREY WAGTAIL

mly#simlmwemmtdbemamhrhhrfrnnEmuluﬂlmlnﬂ
sitea;mﬂﬂmmmbmaﬁ.:gmzdanlﬂn@Zmatsmmgtm
Mill Pond Jul 27 to at least Sep.

mnmmmm&m&umlydnmdkglawrmlmmmu
WW, and 2 were at Cissbury on Aug 30. During Sep and Oct a total of 30 were
semat&mastalmﬂSinlmﬂnitmuhidlﬂnhﬂedﬂEm“ﬂndcw
theSn'mtmrymsml?ardSatﬂisahnymmemday; most birds being
mtdamﬂﬂﬂsdatetnﬂnmﬂt-ﬂﬂmm&nﬂrstfﬁdaﬂufcnt.



In Nov, 2 were at Ferring Rife on Nov 23 and Nov 27 and in December
singles were reported at Hollingbury Road, Erighton on several dates,
Steyning Sewerage Works on Dec 1, and West Durrington Rife on Dec 26.

328, PIED WAGTATL

In the early manths 600+ were seen arriving to roost at the Seeboard
buildings in East Worthing on Feb 2, and as usual noted in mumbers along the
coast, comnts including 40 at WW on Feb 14, 33 there on Jan 30, and 30 New
Salt's Farm an Mar 13. All counts from stretches of beach or flying to roost
in autum/Mwinter would be welcome.

Most interesting was a pair which nested in the dashboard of an
abardoned car on Broadwater Trading Estate, (JAF) the only confirmed
breeding; although singles were noted during the breeding season at 4
further sites.

In auturm, between Sep 9 and Nov 19 a total of 104 were noted over
Wild Park, and to the end of the year a further 283 were noted from 2
coastal and 5 inland sites. This figure includes 70E owver Worthing Football
Club on Nov 5, 50 at Cissbury on Mov 6, and 40 at Steyning Sewerage Works on
Dec 1.

329. WAWING

In an autum of large—scale invasion into Scotland and England, sadly
none were seen in our area; few reaching the south coast.

331, WREN

Ereeding season records involved 83 pairs at Wild Park / Holling
~bury and 28 pairs Devil's Dyke.
At Cissbury 76 trapped Apr 17 - Nov 13, of which 18 were re-traps.

333. DUNNOCK

In the breeding season 43 pairs were recorded at Wild Park/Hollingbury
and 13 prs Devil's Dyke. At Cissbury 99 trapped Apr 17 - Nov 13 of which 41
were re—traps. Interestingly, 1 noted singing at night (02.00 hrs) Findon
Valley Mar 27-29.
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336. ROBIN

Breeding records involved 104 pairs in 280 hectares at Wild
Park/Hollingbury and 37 pairs Devil's Dyke. 78 were trapped spr 17 - Nov 13
at Cissbury, 20 of which were re-traps. 4 at Brighton Marina on Oct 18 were
unusual for the site and may well have been migrants.

338. NIGHTINGALE

First of the year were 1 at Small Dole on Apr 19 and 1 singing at
Lychpole Hill Apr 24 - May 14; singing birds were reported with 2 at Wiston
May 8, Rock Common (Washington) on May 15 and Chantry Lane, Storrington an
May 26 and Jun 19, A non-breeding adult ws at the Sanctuary on Jun 26 and a
Jjuvenile trapped there Aug 16. 1 was seen well at Lychpole Hill on Aug 14.
Singles were trappad at Cissbury on Jul 31 and Aug 21, when last recorded.

342. BLACK REDSTART

Scarce in the early months, the only record being 1 at Shoreham
harbour on Jan 18, Not again noted until Apr 4 with 1 at West Durrington and
1 at WB on Apr 19.

In the breeding season a pair successfully fledged 2 young at 1 site
ard probable breeding occurred at another. An August record close to the
first of these sites may well represent post-breeding dispersal.

The first autum migrant was 1 at Shoreham Airport on Sep 10 after
which a total of 14 were noted from 4 coastal and 2 inland sites in Oct and
Nov; these include 1 in a Lancing garden on Oct 26; and 1 was at Southwick
beach on Dec 10.

343. REDSTART

First of the year was a female at Lychpole Hill on Apr 1l but few
others seen in the spring; singles were noted at New Salt's Farm and
Cissbury Apr 17, West Hove Golf Course on May 1 and in central Worthing on
May 17.

One at Hollingbury Camp on Jul 16 was umsusl for the date hut
possibly a very early returning bird, as a migrant was trapped at Cissbury
on Jul 31 and 2 were reported at Hollingbury Golf Course in the last week of
Jul. A total of 27 were noted at Wild Park Aug 20 — Sep 20 with a maximm of



9 on Sep 6; a further 32 were reportad from 8 sites in fng and Sep which
included 9 between Cissbury and Hill Barn on Sep 6.

There were 2/3 October records; 1 was trapped at Cissbury on Cet 2,
and an unsexed individual was at Ferring Rife on Oct 23 with the last of the
year, a male there on Oet 25.

344, WHINCHAT

More noted in spring than usual, the first being 1 on the Adur
recreation ground on Apr 15, the earliest record for the area. Following
close behind was | at Hollinghury Camp on Apr 22, also an early date; after
which none reported again until May 6 with 1 at Ferring Rife. A further 17
were noted fram 5 sites to mid-May, including & at West Durrington on May
12,

Return passage commenced from Aug 20, at Wild Park, where a total of
23wereremrdadtu5&p22.}hstueremtedinSq:althmgh.wmatﬁn
Man's Land on Aug 31; a further 80 were reported fram 6 sites to end Sep,
which included 13 at Southwick Hill on Sep 10 and 20 on 7 dates at West
Durrington Aug 29 - Sep 16. The last was ! at Goring Gap on Oct 2.

345. STONECHAT

In the early months 13 were noted in Jan, all between Brocklands and
E‘mrdearbmw.whi&imhﬂedahighmntnf?almﬂmlqthof
Shoreham beach on Jan 4. Fewer in Feb with up to 4 from Wi. Again, there
wmmheedingmrds,mﬂmtmtdagainmtﬂ&:gﬂﬂmlmatﬁn
Hm‘slani.Sepremrdstntallai#birds.latﬁsshu‘yaﬂ!atﬂild?ark:
passage more marked in Oct with 17 reported from 5 well-scattered inland and
3mastalsiteswiﬂ1daytnmlnmtmaaiingﬂ.

Fmrmrhvwhmﬂmtadfrmﬁsitesmdamtmuu in Dec as
iﬂmmtaibyﬂmlumlitiﬁilatsmmmgﬁﬂmmgeﬂuﬂm;lmm
levels; 2 Shoreham airport; 1 Mill Hill; 1 West Durrington; strangely, none
in the usual coastal sites.

Superficially, a better year but the species still gives cause for

concern, especially contimued non-breeding in the area. Again, all records
would be welcome,
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J46. WHEATEAR

Fassage was slight in both spring and autum with no large falls. The
first were 2 males at Shoreham Harbour and 1 at WB on Mar 20, after which
noted mainly from the coast until 2 at Cissbury on May 21, The monthly
totals were:—

Mar Apr May Jm Jul Aug Sep Ce
90 2

Nov
28 % 7 3 3l 1

t
6
There were no breeding records but 3 at Hollingbury Camp ca Jum 26
were unusual, Return passage cammenced in late Jul with 1 on the upper Adur
levels and 2 Cissbury on Jul 31 and was most noticable in Aug, as the above
table shows. The autum total of 260 was well below the 303 of 1987, which
in itself was a poor performance, considering that, as a prominent species

it eontimies to be well reported throughout the area. The only Nov record
and the last for the year was 1 at Wi on Nov 4.

359, RING OJZEL

A scattering of spring records, the first of which was at West
Durrington on Apr 16 after which singles at Brooklands on Apr 17, Cissbury
on Apr 28, and 2 at Hollingbury Camp Apr 25-30. Noted an 5 dates at Cissbury
with 3 on Apr 16 and Apr 17.

Record-breaking mumbers noted in the autum when the peak passage
occurred between Oct 12 and Oct 16. The first 2 were at Cissbury on Oct 11,
and on Oct 12 there were 46 at Wild Park and a flock of 8 over Dorothy
Stringer Schoal, Brighton. High muambers then recorded in the west of the
region with 40 at Cissbury and 2 Goring Gap on Oct 14, increasing to 46
Cissbury (where 3 were trapped) and 3 Goring Gap an Oct 15, There were 30
along Lychpole Hill to the Steyning Road plus 25 Cissbury (with 2 trapped),2
at Wild Park, and one at Goring Wood on Oct 16.

lebEL‘Edml‘.l.tmirq:iﬂlyafterﬂﬁadatewi&ﬂatiﬁld?aﬂ'm&tlg
and Oct 21, 1 Wild Park and 3 Clssbury on Oct 23, 1 Wild Park and 1
Hollingbury Golf Course Oct 26, with lhe last, a single at Wild Park on Oct
29th.

Given the late dstes in autum most, if not all of these birds may well
have been of Scandinavian origin. An exceptional passage.



360. BLACKBIRD

Breeding season records involved 130 pairs Wild Park/Hollingbury and
53 pairs Devil's Dyke. An increase at Cissbury from Sept arwards; between
Apr 17 — Nov 13, 66 were trapped of which 25 were re-traps.

364. FIELDFARE

Few flocks noted in the early months, the peak counts being 250 on the
upper Adur levels on Feb 14 and 200 there on Mar 15; 15 were at Truleigh
HamrfammJanl?mﬂmahCissmrymbhrl?.'Ihelat&stwaslatﬂmds
Mill on 4pr 1.

First of the autum was 1E at Cissbury on the early date of Sep 11,
after which low rumbers noted in Oct with a total of 68 for the month from 3
sites, which included 35 at Cissbury on Get 25.

In Nov, 181 reported from 6 sites; these include 120 on the dawns above
Brighton on Nov 12. There were none noted in Dec.,

365. SONG THRUSH

Braadingmsaummtawerel?pﬂmﬂld%lﬁngh;wnﬂﬂpaﬁs
Devil's Dyke, Mmatahamtfranﬁsshnymtﬂﬁepwithhighernﬁe:sin
Oct; 27 were trapped there, which included 9 re—-traps.

366. REDWING

A rather poor year. Counts in the early months included 42 at Ferring
Iu‘.femeBmﬂa"ln:gemmmlmmt"mnmﬂmmrmﬁarlﬁ.

FirstmtudinmumﬂmlEatﬂmﬂmulnspitalmmt 13, after
whi::hatntnlnf&!npurtdfm#aimtnﬂwuﬂafﬂnmm.
pﬂmipaﬂyﬂinhnyniﬁﬂdmﬂwbemmepmkmimmmmmﬂatof
mm.mwm&&MMmmmmwm
on Nov 12; as with Fieldfare, there were no December records.
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367. MISTLE THRUSH

Breeding season counts were 13 pairs Wild Park/Hollingbury, 2 pairs
Devil's Dyke, and & pairs Hove. There wers 18 at Withdean Park on Aug 8.

373, CRASSHOFPER WARBLER

After mainly singles each year since 1983, up to 11 birds were reported
this year. The first was | reeling at Hollinghury Camp and another at
Hollingbury golf course on Apr 17, after which reeling birds noted at
Devil's Dyke on Apr 20 and Sompting on Apr 28. Encouragingly 3 reeling birds
noted from 2 typical sites in the breeding season.

In autum singles at Cissbury oo Aug 18, Hollingbury Camp on Sep 10,
West Durrington on Sep 25, and trapped at Cissbury on Aug 30 and Sep 17.

378. SEDGE WARELER

The first of the year was 1 at New Salt's farmm on Apr 17, when 1 was
also seen at Cissbury after which singles noted at Wild Park on Apr 25 and
May 14, Undoubtedly under-recorded in the breeding season in the Adur
Valley, the only count received was 6 pairs at Smll Dole on Jun 3 (see also
Red Warbler). There were 2 at the Sanctuary on Jul 9, where a total of 6
were trapped. Just &4 returning singles noted in the autumn; Cissbury on Sep
9, at Ferring Rife on Sep 10, Goring Gap on Sep 12, and Broadwater on Sep
16.

392 REED WARBLER

Not noted until 1 at Wild Park on May 21, the only spring record.

There were no breading records received, but a survey undertaken by the
Sussex 0.5. in 1986/1987 identified the Anm Valley and Sompting Brocks as
the strongholds of this species in cur area with 164 and 29 pairs
respectively, ( Additionally, 57 and 17 pairs of Sedge Warblers were found
at these sites).(Prater 1988) First of the autum was 1 in a Findon Valley
garden on Jul 31.

A total of 42 were trapped at the Sanctuary and 9 at Cissbury. There

were 3 late records of singles; typically, 1 at the Sanctuary on Oct 8,
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after which 1 feeding in the canopy at Goring Wood en Oct 19 ard 1 trapped
at Cissbury on Oct 23, the latest record for the ares. These last two
records highlight the species' propensity for appearing "out of habitat" on
migration,

396. BARRED WARBLER

1 at Wild Park on 1-2 Sept. (ADW/ILW/PIW), if accepted by the Sussex
0.5. will constitute only the second record for the area,

397, LESSER WHITETHROAT

First of the year was one at Wild Park on Apr 19, after which a further
24 noted to the end of the month, most of which were between Apr 25 - Apr
28. A further 6 were noted in May.

Breeding season records as follows:- Cissbury to Lychpole, 7-10 pairs;
Salvington, 3-4 prs; Findon Park famm, 3-5 prs; Wild Park/Hollingbury, 6
prs; Devil's Dyke, 2 prs; West Worthing, 1 pr; Smil Dole, 2 prs; w:.th
singles in the breeding season at 3 further sites.

A total of 334 were noted in the autum from Jul 29 to Sep 28, but.h
earl}rm:llateadatuheingfrcmi?ildmﬂtwherezuwemmmrdaimrmg
this period (maximm 43 on Sep 3). Other comnts inclided in the abowe total
were 41 at Newtimber Hill on Aug 18, 18 trapped at the Sanctuary and 26
trapped at Cissbury.

398. WHITETHROAT

First of the year were singles at Wild Park on Apr 15, Goring Gap on Apr
17, with 2 at Cissbury and 1 at West Durrington on Apr 23 after which 20 on
the upper Adur levels on Apr 26, 1 in a Worthing garden on Apr 29 ; 3 at
Ferring Rife on May 6, and 15 at Cissbury on May 8.

The species quickly established itself after this date and in the
breding season 70 pairs were noted, mainly from downland sites; these
inclide 20 pairs Cissbury to Lychpole; 12 prs Washington Bostal to
Chanctonbury; 12 prs Wild Park; and 9 prs Devil's Dyke.

A total of 334 were noted in sutumn with the first an Jul 15 at Cisshury
mﬂtl:elastmﬂctzl.alsuatcmh:qr. However, this total does not
include a percentage of the 99 birds trapped there between May 25 and Sept
29 ( of which 19 were re-traps). Included in the total were 87 at Wild Park



Aug 2 - Sep 29, 28 at Nevtimber Hill Aug 18, and 14 trapped at the Sanctuary
Jul=Oct.,

399. GARDEN WARELER

First noted on Apr 23 with 1 in a Findon Valley garden after which just
4 further spring records, of singles in a West Worthing garden an Apr 29 and
May 20, 2 at Cissbury on May 1, in a Worthing garden on May 2, and
Chanctonbury an May 9. The species appears to be living up to its name!
Breeding records as follows:- 5 pairs Cissbury-Lychpcle; 3 prs Findon Park
farm; 3 prs Salvington; & prs Wild Park/Hollingbury; 6 prs Devil's Dyke; 1
pr Goring Wood. 1 was at the Sanctuary on Jul 9 and in autum a total of 105
noted from Aug 6 to the last at Cissbury on Oct 15; this total includes 24
at Wild Park Aug 6-Sept 13, meximm 12 Sep 3; 22 trapped at the Sanctuary
Jul= Sept; and 35 trapped at Cissbury Jun - Oct, of which 11 were re-traps.

400, BLACKCAP

The only record in the early months involved a male feeding on a
Storrington bird table Feb 10-Feb 17 and a male at Preston Park on Mar 21.
Spring passage noted from Apr 16 with a female at Goring Wood, after which
few reported in spring; 3 were at West Durrington on Apr 17 and 3 at
Cissbury on Apr 28,

In the breeding season 17 pairs noted at Wild Park, 9 pairs Devil's Dyke
and 2 males holding territory at Withdean Park on May 13; undoubtedly
under-recorded avay from the sites in which regular breeding surveys are
undertaken,

In sutum noted from Aug 5 when 6 were at Lychpole Hill; after which
totals from Wild Park were 237 between Aug 6-Oct 19 with a peak of 46 on Sep
3; 41 trapped at the Sanctuary, meximm 14 on Sep 17; 253 trapped at
Cissbury Jun 1 - Nov 13 (including 19 re—traps), max 52 on Sep 10; and a
further 111 recorded fram 6 sites.

Singles at 6 sites in Nov were probably a mixture of late migrants and
wintering birds. The only records in December were of single females at
Lancing Clump ard a garden in Broadwater on bth and 15th respectively.

404, YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER

Full descriptions were received of 1 in a Broadwater garden an Oct 4 and



a duller individual considered to be different in the same garden on (ct 5
(RAL). Both records were associated with large movements of Chiffchaffs, If
accepted by the Sussex.0.S. these constitute only the fourth and fifth
records for the area,

Yellow-browed
Warbler

408. WOOD WARBLER

Inspring,amllfallmblay&wl'mirwemsmgmgatﬁﬂdhtk.
T[heml}rmumremrdwasltrappadatcmsbﬂymm,gﬁ.

409. CHIFFCHAFF

T!muﬂyJanremrdswerelinaSmttwid:guﬁm“lJanBa:ﬂl
Brighton Cemetery Jan 15. First of the spring were singles at the Sanctuary
ml"ﬂrﬂﬂrﬂmﬂ'nesmeSwﬂ'uickﬁrdenmhrR;aftEEwhiehZatﬁm
Salt'sfammbhri?wimﬂatt}ESancMrymﬂi&smdﬂy.ﬁfm‘ﬂ:erzft

Breeding season records received were 10 pairs Wild Park/Hollingbury, 3
pairs Devil's Dyke and 2/3 pairs Goring Wood,
Remrumghi:dsmtedfmnﬂmﬁwimlatﬂeatmningtm,afmmim
amtaluf?ﬁatﬁﬂdhﬁthaglﬁ-ﬂwﬁ,mlmmkph 59 trapped
Sammaryhl—&t.mﬁm&pl?;matciﬂshmy&apm; 18 W comer
GnringGapDct&;EG}ﬂ:uHﬂchtﬁ;afmﬂ'ﬁermBsimm
aﬂ{ht:aniiatﬂu&mbmqrmm&
Atﬂissbl.iryamtalaflﬁlueretrappadmrl?—ﬂct 16 ( but meinly
from Aug 27 ), max. S?mSEpl}'.Ihistgtnindem::ﬂjr?m-traps.
ﬂmemmmlyzrmrdsmbmw. both of singles:— 1 at Wild Park
on Dec 7 and 1 at Hangleton on Dec 24, 1 at Wild Park fram Oct 2 to Nov 18
was mﬁermwmmmhpmﬂyﬂmmtmm"uisﬁs".



410, WILLOW WARBLER

The first in spring were singles at Woods Mill and Shoreham Airpert on
Apr 1 with scattered singles over the next few days. A more general passage
occurred between Apr 15 - Apr 22, with between 4 & 10 reported from 6 sites
but 18 at West Durrington on Apr 17. Breeding season counts were 27 pairs
Wild Park/Hollingbury and 33 pairs Devil's Dyke,

The first returning birds appeared around mid-July; Peak, counts were 368
at Wild Park Jul 26 — Sep 17, mex. 55 on Aug 23; 55 Newtimber Hill on Aug
18; B3 trapped Sanctuary Jul-Sep, max 28 on Aug 16; and a total of 104 from
4 further sites during the pericd.

At Cissbury 231 were trapped from Apr 17 - Oct 1, max. 47 on 27 Aug,
with only 1l re-traps; the last was trapped at this locality on Oct 1.

Perhaps with the above Devil's Dyke breeding figures in mind, it is
worthy of note that a proposed management plan will contimue to adversely
effect this and other species breeding in the Dyke area, if carried out
unsypathetically as was the scrub clearance work during 1983-86. (ses
5.D.0.5. Bird Report 1987 p84/88 - Champion, M & N; Devil's Dyke - the
effect of scrub clearance on bresding bird populations).

411, GOLDCREST

Scattered singles noted between JanMar from just two sites. In the
breeding season one pair bred at Devil's Dyke, a pair was displaying at
Oreham Common on Apr 3, and 1 was in a Hill Bam garden on May 17.

Large mumbers reported on autum passage, which was heaviest in Sep/Cct.
The total at Wild Park between Sep 9 and Nov 19 was 310 with day mexima of
50 in Sep and 45 in Oct, whilst at Cissbury exceptional ringing figures were
recorded; 9% were trapped, including 9 re-traps, from Aug 27, max. 28 on Oct
16, and counts of birds seen at this site were 35 on Oct 14 and 54 on Cct
2l.

Up to 20 were present at Goring Wood during Oct, and in this month a
further 18 were reported from 3 other localities.

412. FIRECREST

A record year with up to 18 birds recorded. One was noted in spring, in
a Hill Bam garden on Apr 13.
In autum most were seen in Oct, passage coineiding with heavy falls of



Golderests. The first was trapped at Cissbury on Sep 25, after which up to 6
were present at Wild Park Oect 1-22nd: 2 were at Cissbury on Oct 16; and
singles were noted at Hollingbury golf course on Oct 5; Goring Gap on Oet 6,
Oct 14 and Oct 19; Devil's Dyke on Oct 13; another trapped at Cissbury on
Oct 16 with 1 seen on Oct 21; and the last of the autum at Hollingbury on
Oct 22,

There were no wintering records. " JPIE

413. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER

First of the year were 4 at Cissbury on May 6; after which 4 at Wild
Parkmﬂl!naﬂlllﬂammrdmmﬁayﬂ.ZatﬂﬂdhﬂmHay?. 1 Goring
Wood May 14, 1 at Wiston Pond on May 15, and 1 at Hangleton May 30.

Breading ssacson records were as follows:— Wild Park/Hollinbury, 2 pairs;
Devil's Dyke, 1 pr; Goring Woad, 2 prs; Storrington Churchyard, 1 pair; Howe
Park, 1 pr; with singles reported from two further sites.

Autum passage noted from early-Aug. A total of 68 passed threugh Wild
Park/Hollinghury between Aug 6-Sep 29, max. 35 on Sep 6; 6 were at Cissbury
on Aug 28; 6 were at West Durringten on Sep 6; 6 were ringed at Cissbury;
ard a further 50 were reported from 10 sites to the end of Sept. The last of
trewaraﬂuﬂyﬂctoberremrdmlatﬁnrﬂ:gcap fram Oct 6 - Oct 9.

416. PIED FLYCATGHER

A mumber of spring sightings with the first, a male, at Goring Wood on
Apr 16 closely followed by a further male at Southwick Hill en Apr 17. Two
mlesplmafmhuereatﬁﬂdhrkmbh}rﬁ.ﬂwfmlemimngmmy
Sth.
The first retuming bird was at the Sanctuary on Aug 3, after which
singles at Wild Park on Aug 15; Cissbury on Aug 18 & 22, Withdean Park on
Aug 19; upper Adur on Aug 28; and the last at Wild Park on Sep 10th.

.



418, LONG-TATLED TIT

Breeding season records were as follows:- Wild Park/Hollingbury, 8
pairs; Devil's Dyke,2 prs; Withdean Park, 2 prs; and Cocmbes, 1 pr. No large
flocks were reported during the year, the best being 8 in a Storrington
garden on Mar 20, 7 at Wiston on Apr 1, and 9 at Waterhall on Nov 16.

The sedentary mature of autum/winter flocks was highlighted by ringing
records at Cissbury; from Aug 27, 36 were trapped there, of which 25 were
re-traps; 1 to 2 flocks were thought to be involwed.

419, MARSH TIT

Apart from 2 at Wisten on Apr 1, all records were from the Dowms, with 2
pairs at Cissbury and 2 prs Chanctenbury in the breeding season. 10 were
trapped at Cissbury Apr 17 - Nov 13, of which 8 were re—traps. All records
waild be welcome.

420. WILLOW TIT

Pairs were noted at Findon Park farm on Apr 26 and Newtimber Hill on Aug
18. A pair was present throughout the year at Devil's Dyke.

422, COAL TIT

Scattered records from a mmber of sites through the year; the largest
rumber seen together was 5 at Cissbury on Oct 16, on which date 1 was also
trapped there. | pair bred at Devil's Dyke, the only breeding record
received, Otherwise just singles noted from 4 further localities,

423, BLUE TIT

In the breeding season 56 pairs were in the Wild Park/Hollingbury area
and 18 pairs Devil's Dyke. At Cissbury between Apr 17 - 13 Nov, 69 were
trapped of which 26 were re— traps. Counts imvolved 170 at Wild Park Jan 9,
and 100 Withdean Park Jan—Feb,

424, GREAT TIT

Breeding season records involved 25 pairs Wild Park / Hollingbury and 11
pairs Devil's Dyke. There were B0 at Wild Park on Jan 9. A total of 4] were



trapped Apr 17- Nov 17 at Cissbury, of which 16 were re-traps.

425, NUTHATCH

The largest number noted was 3 at Sleepy Hollow an Apr 4, 1-2 were
present at Muntham Park on Feb 7 and 2 were at Wiston on Apr 1. Unusual at

Cissbury, 1 was present on Sep 18, mﬁstﬁtorrmgtmmmmdfeadm;;ma
garden bird table on Dec 4. There were no other records.

427. TREECREEPER

Breeding season records were a pair with 2 juveniles at Preston Park on
Jul 18, and 1 pair bred at Varndean Holt copse. Otherwise, just singles
reported from Withdean Park, Storrington shopping precinct, and the upper
Adur levels. As Muthatch, undoubtedly under-recorded.

436, JAY

There were 2 pairs in the breeding season at Wild Park, and 1 pair at
Devil's Dyke. 1 was trapped at Cissbury on Sep 10, and 3, possibly migrants
were seen there on Oct 2.

Otherwise, there were 1-3 regularly through the year in a Hill Bamn
garden; | was at West Hove golf course Feb 1 with 2 there Oct 25; ard
singles were at the Sanctuary on Oct 8 and Swandean hospital Oct/Nov.

437, MAGPIE

Breeding season counts were 26 pairs Wild Park / Hollingbury and 7
pairs Devil's Dyke,

Comnts received were 74 Wild Park Jan — Mar; 40 Sanctuary Feb 17 (with
16 there Oct 2); Southwick Hill, mex. 30 in Jun; and 23 at Waterhall on Nov
14.

438. JACKDAN

The anly record received was 1000N at Lancing an Dec 6. All bresding
records and counts of feading parties would be welcome,
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441, ROOK

Counts of rockeries were as follows:-

Locality Occ Nests Locality Ocec Nests
* St Mary's Patcham Place 117 {22 in
Church, Brm. 12 1987}
* Hollingdean Patching Pond 12+ (26 in
Rd. Bm. 2 1987)
* Coledean 12 Hove Cemetery 11
Sussex University 51 (pair present but nest not
Standene Park 18 located)

* New Rookeries

To help assess the effects on the breeding population inflicted by the
1967 hurricane, counts of all rockeries would be most welcome; particularly
the fate of those comted during the 1987 Corvid Survey ( see SDOS report
pages 63-64).

Feeding parties included up to 20 in a Hill Bam garden Oct 13 to Nov
26, and 72 at Ferring Rife on Nov 8.

442, CARRION CROW

Up to 70 present through the year an the seafront green at Goring.
These birds are seen regularly flying towards Highdomn at dusk, where the
roost mumbered 300 on Nov 4 (smaller mumbers of Rook and Jackdas also
present).

In the breeding season 6 pairs were reported from Wild
Park/Hollingbury, but a decline noted at Hove/Portslade where none of the
traditional sites were used and only 3 pairs bred, nest-building there first
noticed on the late date of Apr 2 (LRK). However, 12 possibly non-breeding
birds were at Easthill Park, Portslade, on Jun 6.

4idy, STARLING

At West Hove golf course a pre-roost gathering of 11,000 was noted on
Dec 4; other comts included 3000 at Shoreham Airport 25 Jan with 2000 on



Nov 1, 3000 at Nes Salt's Farm on Nov 13, and 300 at Waterhall on Dec 17.

448, TREE SPARROW

No large flocks were reported, and only ane breeding pair noted. The
following represent all the records:-

At least 2 upper Adur levels Feb 7, 1 at Shoreham beach Feb 6; 7 at
Small Dole Feb 14; 1 pair present throughout summer upper Adur levels,
singles at Cissbury on Sep 16 and Oct 25; and 5 at Stratham Manor {upper
Adur) on Dec 1.

451. CHAFFINCH

In the breeding season 64 pairs counted at Wild Park and 45 pairs at
Devil's Dyke. Counts during the year included 300 Stardean Farm Dec 17, 100
Wild Park Jan 8, 100 Withdean Park Mar 12, and 42 at Truleigh Manor farm on
Jan 17. Between Apr 17 - Nov 13, 42 were trapped at Cissbury, of which 3
were re-Lraps.

452. ERAMBLING
In contrast to 1987, few were reported in 1988. The following were all
the records :-

6 at Shoreham Airport on Jan 4; 1 at Withdean Park Jan 15: 6 at
Standean farm, Patcham on Nov 12 and Dec 17; and 1 at Wild Park on Oct 22.

455. GREENFINCH

The largest counts were:- 100 in two flocks at Standean farm, Patcham,
on Nov 12; 124E in 2.5 hours at WB on Oct 19: 74 Wild Park Mar 12;
60 Withdean Park Feb 20; and 44 Brighton Cemetery on Feb 12.

Rzpnrtedulmmmatcjmm&ﬂsymrwimjastluwedﬂm
between Apr 17 — Nov 13, and 10 seen on Nov 6.

456. GOLDFINCH

Breeding season records mirrored 1987 at Wild Park and Devil's Dyke,
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with | and 2 pairs respectively.
in the early months, 45 were at Upper Beeding on Mar 15 and 34 at
teyning on Jan 18. Arrivals in spring totalled just 27 in Apr & May at
Worthing beach,

Visible passage was much greater than usual during Oct; at WE just
9E/3W in Sep then a magnificent 3,258E in Oct, peak movements being S00E on
Oct 15; 700E on Oct 16; and 783E on Oct 19, ITn addition, 100 flew E at the
Sanctuary on Oct 16, 100E at W on Oct 3, 63 ME over West Hove plus 53 an
West Hove golf course on Oct 16, and 80 at Cissbury on Oct 1. Fewer noted in
Nov with 14 at Waterhall on Nov 14, and a total of just 6E at Worthing
h:.'ﬂ::ht

457. SISKIN

KRane were noted in the early months. The first of the ysar was not
until 1 at Cissbury on Aug 30, the earliest autum date on record, after
which a substantial passage occurred in Sep/Oct with smaller mmbers to the
end of the year. Between Sep 6 and Nov 23 a total of 306 passed through Wild
Park, mex. 38 on Sep 13. The majority of birds seen throughout the area were
flying in an easterly direction and from Sep — Nov a further 403 were
recorded fram 10 localities; included in this total were 7ONE at the
Sanctuary an Oct 15; 108 at Cissbury, 68 over Broadwater, and 65 at Worthing
beach during this pericd.

7 were ringed at Cissbury between Sep 10-Oct 1; only one bird had been
ringed in the recording area prior to 1988. Smll parties were still around
during Dec, and included 2IN at Lancing on Dec 7, 2 at Lancing Clump on Dec
6, and 2 at Storrington Mill Pond on Dec 22. A superb autumn.

458. LINNET

A rather poor year with few sizable flocks noted. Between JanMar the
only report was of 32 at the Sanctuary on Feb 17. Arrivals in spring noted
at WB with totals of 116 in Apr and 9 in May; and in eutum 6E in Sep, and
243E/10W in Oct, peak movement being 114E on Oet 17.

Breeding season counts were 7 pairs Wild Park/Hollingbury and 12 pairs
Devil's Dyke. In autum, flocks of 88 were at Goring Gap on Oct 8 and 45 at
Shoreham Airport on Oct 11,



459, TWITE
The only record was of 3 on the Adur recreation ground o Nov 13,
460, REDFOLL

As Siskin, not noted until the autum months with the first being 5E at
WB on Aug 14. Between Sep 11 and Nov 13 a total of 164 wers recorded from 7
sites, including totals of 59 at Wild Park and 44 at Cisshury during the
period; 20 at the Sanctuary on Oct 15; 15E at Worthing beach on Oct 16; and
l1W at Brighton Cemetery on Oct 21. As can be seen, passage was heaviest in

mid-Oct, Cissbury experienced its first ringing records, with singles
trapped on Sep 25 and Oct 23.

463. CROSSBILL

Ihemlyren:rdsuerenij:mﬂesachgtharmmMglﬁ.anil
calling over Cissbury on Jun 19 with 2 there an Jul 31.

469, BULLFINCH

In the breeding season, pairs were recordsd from Wild Park (2), Devil's
Dyke (2), Lychpole (1), and Washngton Bostal (1). Up to 2 reported during
the year from 3 further sites and regular at Cissbury, where between Apr 17
and Nov 13 a total of 46 were trapped, of which 19 were re-traps.

496. YELLOWHAMMER

Breedingnmmmmrdsmivuimmlﬂpairsﬂﬂdhrkf}hllingmr}r.
IBpairsDevil'sDyke.ﬂpairﬁﬂﬂﬁngGap,aﬂlpainHestDnj.ngtm.m
uﬂymtsoffaﬂiirgﬂockswemﬁﬂatcisabmyﬂprﬂ;ﬁatsmtmll
farm on Dec 17 and 14 at Waterhall on Jul 2. Fewer than usual noted at
Cisshury where between Apr 17 and Nov 31 only 11 were ringed; significantly,

5 were re-traps.
306. REED BUNTING
Mtdlymmmmm;ﬂummmmiwd imvolved

jmtﬁatihteﬂullmﬂwﬁ.SatFmingiﬂfemhhvB,aﬁzat
Phllingh;ryﬁuq:mmtﬂ.ﬁnybmdmgmrdantmmtsnfﬂntermg
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flocks would be most welcome.
510. OOBN BUNTING

Mo large wintering flocks were noted, the largest being just 12 at
Truleigh Manor famm on Feb 6 although in spring 40 were seen together at
Cissbury on Apr 16. There were faw breeding records; 2 males held territory
at Cissbury on Mar 27,although the population in this area was undoubtedly
much higher ( see 1987 report), no cbvious decrease being noted. The first
breeding at Southwick Hill for over 2 years was reported (1 pair), and e
holding territory at Goring Gap an Jun 28 was uusual for this site. In the
autum a total of 19 were recorded from 3 localities. 1 was ringed at
Cissbury on Aug 21, and 3 were seen there on Ot 23,

ESCAPES

EAGLE WL
1 was recorded from farm buildings at Lancing College an Mar 15, and

was noted by severzl observers in the area until at least May. Possibly the
same individual as now resident in the grounds of Chichester Cathedral.

COCKATIEL SP.

1 arrived from the sea at Widewater on Mar 26.

PARAKEET SP.

1 was noted being mobbed by Black-headed Gulls at Goring on
several dates in December.

( Recorder )



ARFIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF MICEANTS IN 1988

This feature has been compiled from records submitted by
local observers,

Species Arrival Departure

Hoblry Apr 26 Adur Levels Sept 18 Chanctonbury
Whimbrel Apr 3 Worthing Sept 30 Hollingbury
Common Sandpiper May 6 Ferring Sept 9 River Adur

Sandwich Tern Mar 19 Worthing Nov 20 Worthing
Common/Arctic Tern &pr 6 Worthing Oct 13 River Adur
Little Tem Apr 6 Worthing Sept 14 Worthing

Turtle Dove May 8 Cissbury Sept 3 Wild Park
Cuckoo Apr 13 Southwick Sept 17 Hillbarn
Seift Apr 24 Adur Llevels Sept 14 Broadwater
Sand Martin Mar 27 Worthing Oct 7 Broadwater
Swallow Mar 25 Widewater Nov 17 Broadwater
House Martin 4pr 10 Ladywells Nov 18 Widewater
Tree Pigit Mar 31 Widewater Sept 20 Cissbury
Yellow Wagtail Apr 4 Lychpole Oct 16 W. Hove G.C
Redstart dpr 11 Lychpole Oct 25 Ferring Rife
Whinchat Apr 15 Adur Ree, Cet 2 Goring Gap
Wheatear Mar 20 Worthing Nov & Widewater
Ring Ouzel Apr 16 W. Durrington Oct 29 Wild Park
Sedge Warbler Apr 17 New Salt's  Sept 16 Broadwater
Reed Warbler May 21 Wild Park Oct 23 Cissbury
Legser Whitethroat Apr 19 Wild Park Sept 28 Wild Park
Whitethroat Apr 15 Wild Park Oct 21 Cissbury
Garden Warbler Apr 23 Findon Oct 15 Cissbury
Blackcap* Apr 16 Goring Wood Nov 25 Broadwater
Chiffehaff* Mar 23 Sanctuary Nov 9 Sanctuary

Willow Warbler Apr 1 Wood's Mill Oct 1 Cissbury

Spotted Flycatcher May 6 Cissbury Oct 9 Goring Gap
Pied Flycatcher  Apr 16 Goring Wood Sep 10 Wild Park

* Excluding possible wintering birds
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SHOREHAM SANCTUARY REPORT FOR 1988

by J.A.Nemham

The Sanctuary was visited on at least 48 cccasions during 1988 with 26 of
these being long sessions for mist—netting. Although the overall mumbers of
visits was less than 1987 the mmber of ringing sessions showed a welcome
increase., The timing of the visits followed the pattern of the past few
years with few days logged during the winter months and all the ringing
taking place between April and November.

During the early months of 1988 two 'conservation' meetings were convened;
on Jan 3lst a party of 12 members cleared many of the trees blowmn over by
the hurricane of 1987 and a huge bonfire devoured most of the debris.
However, only & members helped at the second meeting on Feb 2Bth when a
small patch of osier was coppiced.

The winter was mild and fes birds were seen in the copse. A few Chaffinches
and Linnets roosting, at least 40 Magpies, a Green Woodpecker and a
Spartowhawk were the only notable records from the first two months. A clump
of frog-spsm which appeared in one of the smll streams on Feb 17th was the
earliest I have recorded at the Sanctuary and undoubtedly reflected the mild
winter weather.

The Mute Svans returned to the copse in March and started to tuild on the
site of previous nests, A Water Rail too liked the wet habitat offered in
the copse and could regularly be seen foraging by the streams throughaut
March. The first Chiff-chaff was in full song on Mar 23rd, 3 were present on
Mar 30th and 4 on Apr 2nd but like the past fes years there were no large
falls of migrants recorded.

The fas visits in April showed a steady arrival of the common summer
migrants. On Apr 27th a party of 26 school children from Crawley visited the
Sanctuary and were able to see a smll mumber of the common, resident
species trapped and ringed. The only two visits in May were for mintenance
with all the time spent in path clearing and bridge reconstruction but on
one of these trips the most wwsual bird of the spring, a Camon Temn, flew
over the copse. During June at least 2 Kingfishers fished in the streams, a
Great Spotted Woodpecker and a Nightingale visited the copse and a pair of
Turtle Doves were noted. This last species used to be a regular migrant and



breseding species at the Sanctuary hut sadly in recent years it has become
rather scarce,

Although no detailed breeding counts were undertaken the impression was of
similar mmbers of breeding pairs to previous years but it socon becase
apparant that some species had good breeding success and others had a poor
productivity. An idea of the variation can be gleaned from the following
table showing the rumbers ringed between April and September of adults and
offspring for six of the common and probably resident species. Although many
factors are involved the table suggests that Blackbirds, Chaffinches and
Bullfinches did less well than Dunnocks, Hobins and Wrens.

BElackbird, Dunnock. Robin. Wren. Chaffinch, Bullfinch
Mults 22 7 2 3 11 g
Jveniles 11 45 30 27 4 5

The warblers too seemed to have a good breeding season and by early July the
first of the autum passage warblers were being trapped. Like last year the
hillside was leased for horse grazing so very little mist-netting could be
done amongst the hillside scrub, Despite this and a very wet and unsettled
July, good mmbers of passage warblers were trapped. The best days included
& Garden Warblers trapped on Aug 10th, 28 Willow Warblers on Aug 16th, and
25 Chiffchaffs and 14 Blackcaps on Sept 17th.

The following table showing the total mumbers of warblers ringed during the
autum also shows the percentage change from 1987; a noteworthy increase
oecurted in the Sylvia warblers and Chiffchaff,

Numbers Ringed during Autumn 1988.

Sedge Reed  Lesser Common Garden Black- Chiff- Willow
Warbler Warbler White White Warbler cap chaff Warbler
b 42 18 15 22 41 55 B3
+50% 452  +125% +50% +340% +156% +168% 40X

Amongst the scarcer migrants recorded were a Pied Flycatcher on Aug 3rd, a
Nightingale an Aug 16th and Redstarts on 3 different days. During August a
comt of 397 flowering spikes of Autum Ladies' Tresses were counted but
they were soon eaten by the local rabbits,
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The first of the autum Grey Wagtails was seen on Sept 4th and an umsually
large party of 7 were noted on Sept 17th. Two of the memorable features of
the autum were the large movements of both Siskins and Goldorests
throughout south—eastern England. The first of both of thse species were
recorded on Sept 17th. Siskins were noted regularly with the best days being
35 on Sept 17th and at least 70 on Oct 15th, Golderests however, were not so
obvicus at the Sanctuary with an autum ringing total of only 8 and no more
than 5 seen on any day.

Redpolls were present on most days in October with a pesk of 20 on the 15th
and a small mmber of Goldfinches were seen with the largest flock being
about 100 also on Oct 15th.

Several summer migrants were late in departing; a Reed Warbler was trapped
on Oct 8th during a visit by 15 members of the Brighton YOC group.
Chiffchaffs were seen on Nov 5th and 9th, and a Blackcap noted on Nowv l6th.
In keeping with the pattermn for the past few years the late autum and
winter become very quiet in the copse.

1 would like to express the Society's tharks for the contimued cooperation
ard help from Mr Schultz and the staff of the Southern Water Authority.
Furthermore I would like to thank all the members who have helped both with

the ringing and "gardening'" activities throughout 1588.

1988 STEYNING RINGING GROUP REPORT

Of the graups three sites, the winter feeding station at Wiston was
the verme for the first ringing session of the year, with three catches in
Jamary and one in February. The birds were mainly tits but a typical
assortment of finches, Robins, thrushes etc, added to the interest, New
birds caught inclixded Coal Tits and a Jay. Retraps now form a more
significant part of the catch; with up to 50% on some days, and some of the
returning visitors were Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Muthatches, Marsh Tits,
Coal Tits and a Willow Tit.

Cissbury sessions started early in the year with 9 Willow Warblers and
two Chiffchaffs trapped an the 17th April. Two sessions were held in May
with the first Lesser Whitethroat trapped on the lst and a Whitethroat on



the 22nd. The first Garden Warbler was caught on June lst.

Four nets were put up at the Mmbles on the 26th June and 65 birds
were trapped including 9 adult Reed Warblers A further 7 were trapped on
July 17th, when 32 birds were ringed and a Whimbrel flew over. Three
sessions were held in August; on the first, a Kingfisher was seen during
netting sessions and on the lith a juvenile was trapped much to the delight
of my 9 and 11 year-old neices who were helping with the work.

Mearwhile, up at Cissbury, the doubts about the move of the ringing
site fran the top of the slope used up to 1986 to a site further west on
less steeply sloping ground at the foot were gradually being dispelled,
Sessions in June netted 7 and 17 birds, things started picking up in July,
probably with 'local' birds moving about, with a small pesk of 16 Willow
Warblers on the 3lst July- and a record total for a July day of 56.

The sessions continued to increase through August with 52 new birds on
the 10th, 41 on the 20th, and a record total of 108 on the 27th which
ineluded 46 Willow Warblers and a Sparrowhawk. A further 15 Willow Warblers
werecmxghr,mttnlastpeakdatemthemthmﬁt,mmmﬁightﬁ-@ale
and Grasshopper Warbler were also controlled. The following day a Spotted
Flycaycher was also caught. The highlight of the year for the ringers and a
'new’ bird for all was the Wood Warbler which was cantrolled on the 6th,

September got off to a flying start (sic) on the 4th with 54 new
birds, only to be bettered by 108 on the 10th, 86 on the 1lth, and finally
all records were broken on the 17th when 135 birds were caught The bulk of
the catches were Blackcaps (50 on the 10th, 34 on the 17th) Chiffchaffs (54
on the 17th), Willow Warblers, and Garden Warblers. Highlights included a
Jay on the 10th; a male Redstart on the 1lth; a Grasshopper Warbler, Siskin
and Spotted Flycatcher on the 17th; a superb Firecrest, Green Woodpecker and
Redpoll on the 25th, At the end of the month the site's yearly total stood
nmshnrtnfathumﬂ,nharriumrbrdcmhefmbythegm:p.

Fortunately, this historic occasion didn't take too long to achieve as
42 birds were trapped on the lst October, followed by 58 on the 2nd, and the
record day being 65 on the 16th, Highlights of the month included three Ring
Ouzels, a Sparrawhask lured into the net by a trapped Kestrel which sadly
escaped before it could be ringed, a Redstart, another Firecrest, and Green
Woodpecker, and a surprisingly late Reed Warbler controlled on the 23rd.

By the end of the year 1,334 birds had been ringed at the site , more
ﬂmdmblemynﬂner;mr.hmpexbaﬁimt!hamis%tu
reap dividends for all the hours put in at the ringing site as aur first
foreign recovery, a Lesser Whitethroat, was reported from Egypt showing that
this species migrates in an easterly direction. Hopefully, more of 'our'
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birds will be recovered in the future so that we can huild up a more
accurate picture of where aur local birds migrate ard also begin to assess
changes in their populations.

As well as the impressive totals for ringed birds the area also
provided a constant delight with Quail calling in May, Crossbill, Redpoll
ard Tree Pipit in July, Golden Plover and 2 'Commic' terns and thousands of
Hirundines in October,

The area is now being managed with the help of the National Trust and
by members groups and so, by controlling the amount of scrub encroachment
and the spread of sycamore, the habitat can be further improved and catches
increased. We are most grateful to Glyn Jones and the National Trust for
their help and co—operation.

Here's looking forward to 1989 and the surprises it will hold; with
many more autum sunrises to be seen over lancing Clump to the east, in the
quiet and solitude of Cissbury but for how much longer ?

Phil Clay

RINGING REPCRT FUR 1988.

For the thirteenth year the total of birds ringed in the area exceeded the
3000 mark, Only 100 (2.7%) of this total 3669 were ringed as pulli; a laoJ
proportion when compared with the mational figure of ¢.23% ringed as
nestlings. The majority (97&) therefore were ringed as full grom birds.



Most of these pulli wers, as usual, tits ringed in nest boxes at the
Sarctuary and Lancing College although a cluteh of Magpies were ringed.

For the first year the Steyning Ringing Group (Brian & Phil Clay and Ciris
Fox) contributed the area's highest totals with 1333 at Cissbury, 26l at the
Humbles and 109 birds trapped coming to a winter feeding station at Wiston.
The autum mist-netting at Cissbury was most rewarding; the totals of many
of the common migrants were high and included 234 Blackeaps, 246
Chiff-chaffs, 220 Willow Warblers ard £5 Golderests. With these were a
number of scarcely ringed birds like 5 Ring Ouzels, 2 Grasshopper Warblers,
2 Firecrests and 7 Siskins. The welcome increase in the number of birds
caught at Cissbury was in part due to considerable "management' work done by
the group to reduce the height of the scrub to make mist nets more effective
but undoubtedly there were larger mumbers of migrants in Sussex during the
autum of 1958 to boost the catches. This was evident too at the Sanctuary
where the total of 901 birds included reasonable mumbers of warblers and 226
House Martins. Dr John Newnham also ringed 70 birds in his Worthing garden.

The cannon netting programme to catch gulls on Sompting refuse tip contirued
and here the total of 428 gulls included a fine adult Mediterranean Gull.
Cannon netting was also started at a new refuse tip near Washington and a
further 420 gulls were ringed there and many of those trapped at Washington
already carried rings previously put on at Sompting.

Dr.Barrie Watson, as well as leading the gull trapping, caught 143 smaller
birds in and arcund Shoreham ineluding all the pulli and 34 Pied Wagtails.
The grand total was completed by a visiting ringer who, whilst on a summer
camp, ringed 4 birds pear Erringham Famm.

A brief glimpse at Table 1, which shows the totals of the 54 different
species, reveals larger mumbers than usual of the warblers and relatively
low numbers of finches and bumtings.

TAHLE. 1
Sparros Hawk, 3  Blackeap, 295
Mediterranean Gull, 1  Wood Warbler, 1
Black headed Gull. 803 Chiff-chaff. 34
Common Gull. 10 Willow Warbler. 337
Herring Gull, 3  Goldcrest. 95
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Wood Pigean. 1l Firecrest. 2
Kingfisher 2  Spotted Flycatcher. 9
Green Woodpecker. 3  Long-tailed Tit. pal
Great Sp Woodpecker, 2 Marsh Tit. 4
Ssallow. 2  willow Tit. 2
House Martin, 226 Coal Tit. 5
Fied Wagtail. 3% Blue Tit. 264
Wren. 124  Great Tit. 141
Dunnock . 135 Treecreeper. 1
Robin. 17 Jay. 2
Nightingale. 4  Magpie, 4
Redstart. 4 Starling, 2
Ring Ouwzel. 5 Chaffinch. 66
Blackbird. 125 Greenfinch. 30
Song Thrush. 44  Goldfinch, 14
Rediing. 1 Siskin. 7
Grasshopper Warbler, 2 Lionet, 1
Sedge Warbler. 9 Redpoll. 3
Reed Warbler, 88 Bullfinch. 43
Lesser Whitethroat. 52 Yellowhammer. 18
Whitethroat. 105 Reed Bunting. 1
Garden Warbler. 49 Comn Bunting. 1

REOWERIES - the following are the more interesting recoveries reported
since the last ringing report.

1). KESTREL:-
ringed pullus  05-07-82 lancing (nest box)
found dead 08.10.87. Mayfield, Sussex, &4dkm.

This was not reported until 15988.

2). BLACK-HEADED GULL:- during the year there were controls from Belgium,
Estonia, Norway, Finland (2), Demmark (2) and a single BIO control.

The recoveries were reported from Finland (12), Sweden (7), Estonia (3),
USSR (2), Norway, Demmark (14), Metherlands (17), German Democratic Republic
(7), Federal Rebublic of Germany (2) Latvia (4), France (2), Poland and
Czechoslovakia. Surprisingly none were reported from Belgium during a year
when more than usual were from the Netherlands. As usual most (54%) of the
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racoveries were Iram abroad and are described in more detail on pages 5741
of the 1385 Sussex Bird Report,

Movements recorded within Britain are from Sussex (27), Kent (3), Surrev
(2), Hants (4), Gloucester (2), Essex (5), Cambridge (5), Suffalk (2),
Greater London (2), Devon (5), Cormwall (2), Dorset (2), Avon and Durham.
The last is somewhat out of the usual pattemn and there are rore from the
West Country than usual, although there is sameone in Plymouth {(like in
Cambs) who is actively looking for ringed gulls and therefore creating a
bias in the recovery patterm.

3) CMMON GULL:- There were no controls but recoveries were from Estonia (2
in June), Norway (in July), Sweden (in June) ard the following which is the
furthest east reported to date,

ringed adult  05-02-86  Soupting refuse tip
found dead 01.05.87, Arkhangelsk, USSR,
61'31'N 45'58'E, 3077km.

&), LESSFR BLACK-BACKED GULL:- The only movement noted was e ringed at
Small Dole in Oct 1981 and controlled at Ipswich in Apr 1988.

5). HERRING (ULL:- There were recoveries fram Netherlands (Aug), Devon
(Dec), Grampian (July), Suffolk (May and July), Hants (Apr) and Sussex (June
and May).

6). RINGED PLOVER:- Interestingly the following was the only Ringed Plover
trapped during the wader studies on the River Adur in the 1970's,
unfnmmtdythermrydemﬂswremrymmdthebirdmthe
been dead a long time.

ringed lst yr. 28-11-79 River Adur, Shoreham
'IprGl‘tEﬂ 12-{]2'% (e P F BEF

7). KINGFISHER:- The following shows an interesting and rapid dispersal of a
usually fairly sedentary species.

ringed juv 27-05-88 Ashurst, Hampshire
controlled 22-06-88 Shoreham (sanctuary) B87iam.
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8). :RISE MARTIN:—

ringed lst Yr 18-09-85 Shoreham (sanctuary).
freshly dead 28-05-88 Milton Malsor, Northants.

ringed lst year 14-10-88 Litlington, East Sussex
controlled 15-10-88 Shoreham (Sanc) 31 km W,

These add to the rather scant knaowledge of the movements of this species.

9). WEEN:~ The following recovery shows a remarkable movement for this
usually sedentary species.

ringed Ist year 25-0%-88 Walberswick, Suffolk
controlled 02-10-88 Shoreham (Sanc) 208km SW.

Other local distant recoveries of Wren invelved an Oct ringed individual
recovered 30 miles N in Surrey some three months later and another recoversd
at Dungeness.

10). REDSTART:-

ringed pullus 05-07-87 nr Katrine, Central Scot.
controlled 20-05-87 Cissbury, 635 km SSE.

Few Redstarts have been trapped in this area and it is interesting that now
two distant movements have been recorded; the first was an autum ringed
bird which was shot in May 1960 in Germamy.

11). FEED WARBLER:— The Eritish recoveries fram this area are plotted in
"The Birds of Shoreham''; the following conform to the pattern shown.

ringed 1st yr ~ 10-08-86  Farlington Marsh
controlled 05-08-87 Shoreham (sanctuary) 53km.

ringed Ad F. 09-08-87 South Muskham, Notts
controlled 04-09-83 Shoreham (Sanc) 253km.

e



12). LESSER WAITETHROAT :-

ringed Ist yr 08-09-85 Cissbury
reported 7 c. 15-10-87 Gebul umn Shamar, Egypt.
3820km SE.

This is only the ninth recovery of a British ringed Lesser Whitethreat in
Egypt and demonstrates that this species migrates towards the eastern end of
the Mediterranean. The only other foreign recovery fram local ringing was
from Israel, The following is a more typical but nevertheless interesting
TEecovVery.

ringed lst yr 21-08-87 St Margarets, Kent
controlled male 260688 Shoreham (Sanc), nesting

13). GARDEN WARBLER:-

ringed Ist yr F. 21-06-87 Asheombe, nr Lewes
controlled 01-D6-88 Cissbury, 25km W.

Previous movements of this elusive warbler have been recorded from Powys and
Bexhill.

14). BLACKCAP:- The two recoveries reported this year involve autum
migrants:

ringed Ist yr M. 10-09-88 Cisshury

controlled 18-09-88 Beachy Head, Sussex.
ringed 01-08-86 Sevenoaks Wildfawl Trust
controlled 07-09-86 Cissbury, 6lkm WSW,

15). CHIFF-CHAFF:- Few spring warblers have been trapped in the past few
years; the following recovery highlights the speed of the spring migration
and demonistrates that continental birds pass through the South coast in
spring.

ringed & 20-04~88 Shoreham-by-Sea (Sanctuary)

controlled 07-05-88 Elavand, Jylland, Dermari,
763km, 47'.
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1&) GREAT TIT:-

ringed 4 F. 03-10-83 West Worthing (garden)
freshly dead 13-02-88  Handcross, Waywards Heath, Sx. 3lkm, 25' 1589 days.

17). STARLING:~ The movements of Starlings are plotted in "The Birds of
Shoreham'’, The following is the longest recovery this year.

ringed & F. 17-02-87 West Worthing (garden)
shot 25-08-53 Clifton, Oxfordshire. l45km
(report)

There were, as usual, several local recoveries and retraps all of which help
build a more complete picture of the behaviour and movements of our loeal,
common birds,
John Nesmbam,
L]

SEA WATCHING REPCRT FOR 1988,

Introduction.

The sea was watched for over 579 hours this year which is the second best
y&arinﬂ&eamabaatmaﬂybythem&uamnfﬁaﬂhmmmlﬂﬂﬁmﬂ
mwmswglymlymhmmeﬂmdmmrmrddmlﬂ.Ma
noteworthy effort warrants yet another full report of the year's activities.
Ih&histngtmardthefnllwingtablea‘mingthe}msmtdﬂdepicts.as
usual, the spring months to be the mst popular with fairly typical dips in
ﬂuewatdﬁingdmhg&bnmry,mmm.ukgmtymm&ﬂlast
period in April and the first ten day period in May were the best covered
and it is pleasing to see such regular observation during July and August,

The hours recorded sea-watching in each month
Jan, Feb, Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.
15 11 4 150 151 14 36 36 41 37 16 29

The total of birds lomadmﬂngtheyﬂnrwasﬂﬁ,ﬁ?wtﬁ:hmahmtﬂﬂ
birds were seen in each hours watching. Nearly three—quarters of the years
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total were recorded in April and May and the total of 33,%68 birds gives a
spring passage rate of about 113 birds logged for each hours observation,

1988 sa+ the eleventh year of computerised sea—watching records; this not
only helps in working out the totals but allows easy caleulations of rates
of passage and spotting of various trends. Since 1978 over 4%13 hours have
been logged and in this time a mere 372,367 birds recorded. The most
nisnerous species are Common/Aretic Tern (63,061) and Brent Goose (51,240)
but four others, Common Scoter, Bar-tailed Godwit, Black-headed Gull and
Sandwich Tern, have a total exceeding 30,000, At the other end of the
spectrum there are many species, like Green Sandpiper, for which there are
only a few sightings but of the 50 species for which detailed records are
kept the Avocet is the least recorded with only 66 noted. Nearly 75% of this
grand total have been recorded flying eastward and 63% have been seen in
April and May,

4 glimpse at the illustration showing the overall rates of passage clearly
show how each season compares with the average for past years. In 1988 the
spring was certainly better than usual and in the autum only the early
September and late October periods approached the spring rates. Unremarkable
rates of passage during the winter months certainly reflect the lack of cold
weather.

In keeping with the past few years most of the observations were made from
the shelter opposite Marine Gardens on Worthing Beach although records from
Goring, Ferring and a fes from Widesater beach are also included if these
watches covered periods which were not recorded at Worthing.

During the spring months a daily log was passed between the regular
observers; this experiment proved very successful in the previous three
years and was therefore contimied. This kept all the contributors informed
and markedly reduced the time spent in collating all the records at the end
of the season.

Since the publication of the first detailed seasatching report in 1978
histograms have been used to display the rate of passage of the commoner
species and once again similar graphs are dram. Also, in keeping with the
previous years, two tables are presented which reveal the details of
selected days watching (Table A), and a summry of the main species involved
in the autum and winter watches (Table B). Each table is intended for



carparison with past years and as before table A. records mainly eastward
passage in the spring and westward during the autwm except in certain
indicated species where the east and west movements have been combined.
Further details of individual species are documented in the systematic 1list.

. SEAVRTCHING 19681~ HOUPS VSTCHED - 19 DAY PERIOES

Dnamts 83 / AVE 78-87

L —

SERURTCHING 1988+~ RATE OF PHSSSAGE - 19 DRY PERICDS

B . . R

é 15 / RATE 88 4 AUE 7887
5 - L
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The following chronological account is based on records from the
following:-5.R.Allen, R.Bayne, P and M.Brayshas, B.R. Clay, G.Edwards,
B.F.Forbes, C.J.Fox, M.P.Hall, S. Harthill, C.E.Hope, R.Ives, R.Jacksan,
B.A.E.Marr, J.A.Newnham, M.Prince, R.J.Sandison, and D.I.Smith.
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Ehronelogicsl Beport
Jan/Feb,

The year started mild, wet and windy as a moist south~westerly airstream
predominated the weather and many places recorded above average rainfall,
Although there were a few frosty nights there was no snas and no periods of
severe arctic weather the like of which had hit Sussex during the previous
three winters. Like the weather the seawatching was umexciting with peak
westward movements of 28 and 31 Kittiwakes on Jan 12th and 31st respectively
ard 25 auks on Jan 8th, A pair of Little Gulls seen on Jan 21st brought the
Jamuary grand total for this species to six. February is often a

disappointing month for sea~vatching and the lowest monthly total of only 11
hours reflected the dearth of birds.

5pril'lg-

Although some of the winter's lowest temperatures were recorded in early
Phrmmismnmuftmfﬁraldnthespringmﬂfmqumﬂyhasmcfthe
best sea-watches, indeed the overall rate of eastward passage in March since
lg?ﬂism:‘gﬂunygrmter&mhuthaprﬂaﬂ}hy. 1988 was an exception
with the overal passage rate being less than half of normel and not even
1800 birds were recorded in the 44 hours of watching. Often wildfoal,
partimlarlyfmﬁmberardnrmt%&seammmlargemhat
this year the peak of passing Brent Geese occurred in April. The highlight
of the month was undoubtedly the flight of 27 Bewick's Swans flying eastward
at Widewater on Mar 9th but 3 Velvet Scoter on Mar 12th, a Slavenian Grebe
mﬂsragmkhrlkha:ﬂnbhﬂtmnﬂlmkhrl?mmmnfi:memt.
Thefirsl:ZSarmthenmweremtadmhhrl‘hhmﬁaneaﬂyﬁmucmu
appeared on Mar 25th,

The meteorological office summarised April as "typically showery" and
certainly the weather was unsettled at times. The log was started on Apr lst
and almost immediately the sea-watching dramatically improved., The seasan's
peak of 693 Brent Geese passed eastward on Apr lst and on the following day
light south-south-east winds produced 20 divers, 3 Black-necked Grebes, 2
Vdmthmm,aﬂwmzﬂﬂanindlm.meﬂmtﬂﬂwrdmm
on the Apr 3rd but Hmamolerperindfnﬂmdwithuinl}rmrﬂmlyﬂnds
andamrkedradmtimintheunterofpassmghixds. Once again the winds
renmndm&mfavmadsmthﬂtmapr l4th and once again larger
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mmbers of birds were seen with 24 divers, 1005 Common Scoter, 470 Sandwich
Terns and 184 'Commic' Terns. Two days later the weather was classic with
mist and rain joining the south-east wind and highlights included a party of
6 Borxies, 20 Little Guils, 143 Whimbrel and a 2nd year Mediterranean Gull
which was seen 48 minutes earlier at Selsey. Viewing further east from
Seaford Head was even more exciting with many more temns and skuas but a
total of 105 Little Guils, Two days later the south-easterly was back and
more tems and 549 Comon Scoter were recorded, The first Pomarine Skuas af
the spring were two parties of three individuals moving eastward during the
late afternoon on Apr 22nd, The wind became eooler and moved to the
north-east for a pericd but enly on Apr 24th were any appreciable mmbers of
Bar-tailed Gadwits recorded passing.

So to the last few days of the month, the Bank Holiday weekend and more
weather which for sea—wstchers was ideal; four days followed which those
watching will not forget! The weather on Apr 29th was grey with a chilling
mast wind into which parties of tems, godwits and scoter were moving. The
30th was mach brighter and was the day for the Society's sea<watching outing
at Goring Gap; regretably and as so frequently happens the quietest haurs of
passage coincided with the outing yet good views were had of Little Gulls,
terns, several wading species and Arctic Skuas, The day's total however
included no less than 5 Great Northern Divers, & Shags, 21 Arctic Skuss, 25
Lirtle Gulls and a Roseate Tem.

Sunday May lst dawned grey, damp and misty. The gathered cbservers fuddled
into the corner of the shelter to keep warm and to keep binoculars and
telescopes as dry as possible, The early moming watching was frantic with
huge parties of terns not mly passing over the sea hut flying over the
sand, shingle and even the road behind the beach. Tems were not alone as
Garmets, Fulmars, waders and Arctic Skuas were noted passing eastward behind
the beach. At times it was impossible to identify and count everything that
was passing and observers felt that meny flocks could have passed in the
mist and drizzle without being seen. Over 5200 birds were recorded including
3669 Common/Arctic Terns, 656 Sandwich Temns, a record 222 Little Tems,
several Black Tems, Little Gulls and 2 Mediterranean Gulls. By midday the
weather was much brighter tut tem parties continued passing at a more
leisurely pace and it was in the better weather that most of the 29 Arctic
and 22 Pomarine Skuss were seen.

The watching on the Bank Holiday Monday was equally frantic but in a



different way. The early moming wind was very strong; skuas and tems were
speading eastward but most Fulmars, a Manx Shearwater and no less than 6
Cory's Shearwaters were seen moving westward. After a tremendous start to
May the volume of visible migration slowed but there were two other good
periods of watching both associated with east to south-east winds. The
weekend of May 7th/8th was particularly good for wader passage and the mixed
bag of species which were recorded inclided another Great Morthern Diver, a
Red-necked Grebe, 3 Spotted Redshanks and a Roseate Tern. The last pericd of
good watching in the spring came between May 21st and 24th when 10 more
Pomarine Skuas were noted, the season's peak of 98 Knot was recorded on May
4Ind and the passage of a frontal system on May 23rd braught 1323
vommon/Arctic and a single Roseate Temn in sight fram the shore.

Summer/Autim,

June was hardly flaming as alot of the month was dull and the temperatures
were los. The sea was only watched for 14 hours and apart from 3 Manx
Shearwaters at the beginning of the month and yet another Roseate Tem on
June 23rd few birds were seen. Wet! Wet! Wet! suitably described July as
many rainfall records were broken throughout the country. Perhaps because of
the unsettled and often windy weather the log showed 36 hours of watching.
One can but wonder whether the Roseate Tern seen on July 1st was the same
bird seen a week earlier. Very strong west winds brought 12 Manx Shearwaters
in view and Gannets were noted regularly offshore. The first autum
movements of waders were seen with a peak of 17 Whimbrel and 46 Curlew
flying westward on July 17th. Following an influx of Shags during the spring
there were two sightings in July; a Tufted Duck, Mediterransan Qull and the
first sea-watching record of a Green Sandpiper were the other highlights.

August too was watched more than usual but with only 1400 birds recorded
there were no large movements. The largest numbers were Gannets and temns;
the former were regularly seen moving westward with peaks of 38 and 35 m
Aug 20th and 21st respectively. Temns were more mmerocus in the last few
days of the month. Unusual birds included 3 Gadwall on Aug 20th, 3 Pochard
on Aug 3lst, Black-tailed Godwits on the 15th and 26th and the first of the
autum's Curlew Sandpipers on Aug 27th,

September came in with a raging gale during which two large flocks of waders
passed westward, in the early morning 150 Knot and a party of 70 Bar-tailed
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Godwits in the evening. By Sept 3rd the winds had dropped and in a 2 hour
watch with light south —westerly winds a total of 97 Sandwich and 342
Common/Arctic Tems fles westward. The other large aubm tern movement was
during the afterncon and evening of Sept l4th when 270 "Commics" passed by
along with a good selection of waders including 4 Curlew Sandpipers. The
weather on Sept léth was cool with a strong northerly wind; it is
interesting that these conditions which would theoretically seem
unproductive on a south facing coast often produce the best of the autum
watches., Curles Sandpipers were not the only scarce waders noted during the
monith as Greenshanks, Spotted Redshark and at least 3 Fuffs appeared. The
first Brent Geese passed on Sept 17th and a Red-necked Grebe was seen o
Sept 23rd.
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BELECTED DAYS SEAMATCHING TOTALS WINTER TO SPRINE 1988
FROM MORTHING BEACHES
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The meteorclegical summiry for October said 'Not a repeat of 1987 and in
Sussex there were no unusual storms to bring any mumbers of seabirds within
sight of the coast. This is often the best of the autum months but 1988 was
quite disappeinting as only 3 skuas, 6 Little Culls and 30 Kittiwakes were
seen, There was a large national influx of Brent Geese with a high
proportion of juveniles but even these either moved overland or passed at
times the sea was not being watched as the total was only 641 with a peak, a
mere 135, occurring on Oct 29th. The first diver appesred on Oct 8th, just &
days before the last Common Tern was seen and the highlights were sightings
of at least 3 Shags, and 3 Goldeneve.
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A Goldeneye passed on Nov 19th but the anly other noteworthy November day
was the 20th when 13 divers and a Sandwich Tern passed westward and a
Pomarine Skua was seen attacking mulls offshore. The year ended very mild,
indeed Christmas was the mildest since 1940. Consequently there were no
large cold weather movements of ducks or geese recorded. Despite this the
month was interesting for the large mumbers of divers, auks and grebes noted
feeding offshore. The maximum counts were of 11 Great Crested Grebes, Z
Slavonian Grebes, 13 Red-throated Divers, 2 Black-throated Divers, 52
Red-breasted Mergansers and 50 Guillemots. The mumbers of birds feeding
offshore are clearly reflected in the totals seen flying; the monthly total
of the commoner species were 133W and 61E divers (28% identified as
Red-throated Diver), 113 Eiders flying westward, 194 Kittiwakes and 92
wesbward flying and 13 eastbound auks, If there were few birds on the sea
then the birds on the foreshore could be watched and here the peak counts
were 590 Dunlin, 150 Sanderling and 70 Ringed Flovers. Regretably December
ended on a sad note as many of the auks, divers, grebes, kitiwakes and even
waders which observers enjoyed watching prior to Christmas were coated in
thick oil by the end of the year.

John Nesmham.,

FIELD QUTINGS 1588

JANUARY - FERRING RIFE

The motning of Saturday 9th Jan was dull and drizzly for the first of
the year's outings when 12 members joined Mike Hall for a tour of the
Ferring Rife. After a brief sea watch an inspection was made of the pools of
water around the Rife but the prevailing weather conditions meant that the
highlights of the area were no more than Comn Bunting, Yellowhammer and
Linnet. At Highdown, contimuing bed light produced only disappointing views
of Marsh Tit, Treecreeper, and Muthatch. In fairmess to a potentially good
area, however, the Rife continues to be best during passage or cold snaps,
at least until the newly planted bushes gros and the pools develop.
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FEERUARY - AMBERLEY

On the slightly later than usual date of 20th February, Bernard Forbes
met 10 members at Greatham Bridge for the anmual trek around Amberley
Wildbrooks. Due to an exceptionally mild winter, the potential for matching
the 1987 trip ( performed partly in a snowstorm ), seemed rather
unfavourable; but a fair selection of wildfowl adomed Waltham Brocks
incliding Pintail, Wigeon, Gadwall, and Grey Lag Goose, Walking out toward
the Brocks, the wamm sunshine stimulating Nuthatch, Treecreeper, and Great
Spotted Woodpecker to forage around the trees, while on the Brooks itself,
members enjoyed Water Rail, Kingfisher, and Sparrowhawk; with 12 Ruff, 100
Snipe, 200 Fieldfare, several Redwing and 63 Pintail distantly viesed over
the Rackham area, Sadly, the Bewick's Swans managed to remain elusive all
day ( believed to be lurking in the Wiggonholt area), but a brilliant
display of hunting technique by a Short-eared Ovl was more than
compensation.

AFRIL - GORING EEACH

Due to repainting work on the Ilex Wood shelter at Goring, the 16
members who joined John Newnham's spring sea watch on April 30th had to be
content with sitting on the beach. On a lovely day with force 3 SE winds,
ideal for sea—watching at this time of year, those who turned cut were well
rewarded for their efforts with 2 Arctic Skuas passing close to the shore, 9
Little Gulls, 6 Diver sp., 130 Bar-tailed Godwits and an excellent passage
of "Commic', Little, and Sandwich Terns. All this ocaurred within the space
of 2 hours on what-was a good momming all along the coast, and a warmrup to
what was to pass during the ensuing couple of days!

MAY — HILL BARN (7)

At 08.00 hrs on Sunday 8th May, Bernard Forbes eagerly awalted the
party he was to conduct on a downland walk from Hill Bamm to Cissbury. After
a reasonable wait, however, he resigned himself to the fact that it was now
unlikely that amyone would materialise, so he promptly moved off to bird
elsewhere and was rewarded with a Temmick's Stint at Waltham Brooks.



JINE — LAVINGTOR

&5 usual, John Dixon's evening Nightiar trip was well attended, members
gathering at 2000 hrs on the evening of 10th June at Waltham Brooks. [ue to
the imcertainty of the Kightjar population at Coates Common (the usual
verwe), John had decided upon lavington Common as the new site, but befare
departing the members enjoyed 3 Little Ringed Plovers and a reeling
Grasshopper Warbler at Waltham, At Lavington itself, no less than 3
Nightjars were recorded with excellent views of one of the males. In
addition, there were Woodeock roding at dusk and most members saw Little
Cwls fram their cars travelling to and from Lavington.

SEFTEMBER - PAGHAM HARBIOR,

A misprint in the 1988 programme card may have accounted for the poor
attendance figure for Dave Smith's outing to Sidlesham Ferry and Pagham
Harbour on September 17th. This, as it turned out was very unfortunate, as
for the second year munning Dave had 'planted" a rare Nearctic wader for all
to enjoy— this time in the shape of an adult American lesser Golden Plover
which all 6 members viewed in the fields to the west of Church Norton. This
cuting seems to turn up trumps every time, and not content with a mational
rarity Dave also managed to find an immeture Red-backed Shrike as well as 70
mote species including both incoming and ocutgoing migrants,

Meeting at Sidlesham Ferry, those in attendance were led a return walk
to Church Norton along the cutskirts of Pagham Harbour in wam, sunny and
windless conditions. Waders abounded with 16 Qurlew Sandpipers, 4 Little
Stints, 2 Spotted Redshanks, 15 Ruff, and 150-200 Golden Plovers, whilst
passerine offerings included Tree Pipit, Spotted Flycatcher, Yellow Wagtail,
Whinchat, and one early Redwing in the churchyard. In all, a perfect day
with perfect weather and perfect birds,

CCTUBER - CLIMPING BEACH

A wealth of species were recorded on Richard Ives' cuting to Climping
on the 16th October but not all the members managed to see all the birds. At
0900 hrs, about 7 members assembled at Climping car park to await their
leader who was at the same time waiting at the car park at the Littlehampton
end ! ( please read the details in future folks!) So two groups did their
own thing until ultimstely the twain met half-way. There was great dismay
when the leader said that his group had found a Dartford Warbler ard a



Firecrest. Frustratirgly, neither could be re-located by the assembled
masses,

Anysay a plethora of birds were logged incliding a constant stream of
Hirundines (2,0004) and finches incliding 1,000+ Siskin, 1500 + Goldfinch
surely record mmbers for the autum. In adition tothe Dartford Warbler, a
male Ring Ouwzel hainted the hushes near the golf course, 6 Tree Sparrow
"chipped" near the car park a Sparrowhask hunted over the pig field and a
Wneatear was on the beach. Finally, owls came into their owmn with a
Short-eared Qul passing right overhead and a Little sunning itself atop the
Bailiffscourt dovecot. In all, a remarkable day.

NOVEMBER - FARLINGTON MARSHES

During the cold spell of the latter months, a freezing circular walk
around Farlington Marshes was undertaken by 7 members under the leadership
of Dave Smith on 26th November. Typically, Farlington provided quantity
rather than quality, thus large numbers of relatively common birds were
present, most notably 5000 Brent Geese and large groups of Pintail, Wigeon,
Shoveler and Teal with 10 Goldeneye in the harbour, Wader-wise, the
spectacle of over 10,000 Dunlin owershadowed lesser mmbers of the ‘usual'
waders of the western harbour which also held Knot. A single Sparrawhak
provided 'raptorial' interest and finally, 2 white Coot were either albino's

or in Dave's o official description of the day's temperatures, were b.....
freezing!



DECEMBER — RIVER ADUR

Last but not least- the Society's annual weight-watchers special-
Stanley &llen's walk up the Adur to shed the excess (hristmes poinds, On New
Year's Eve, l4 members were again conned into counting wildfowl and waders
on Stanley's behalf and this year, on a mild and still morning and with the
water running at lov tide, the count produced 140 Dunlin, 215 Ringed Plover,
53 Redshank, 500 lapwing, 3 Oystercatchers, 24 GEB Gulls, 100 Herring Gulls,
11 Commeon Gulls and 200 Black headed Gulls. By noon, the cuting had
disbanded and members returned home to commence celebrations for the new
yEar,

Les Hemblade

INDOOR. MEETINGS 1988

Mooday 4th Jan

Brian Metcalfe's sparkling lecture on Pagham Harbour was on of the
highlights of our indoor meetings. Brian produced same superb slides, and
spoke with the knosledge and enthusiasm of sameone who has grom up with the
Pagham enviromment , with all its changes, both natural and man-made, down
the years. He also gave same very important tips to those budding
camera—people,

Monday lst Feb.

(hris Passmore's Applesham farm, situated on the west side of the
Coombes Road and to the north of Lancing College, provided the topic for
this very interesting meeting. It was refreshing and encouraging to hear
from a fammer who is so sensitive and caring to the enviromment and his talk
demonstrated that if every landowner took such a view then the devastation
nfmrﬂmsyatﬂnua.lldheathingaf the past. Chris showed how it was
possible to run a mixed-farm with a sympathetic view towards nature and
hence his farm is a model on how to preserve the South Douns yet remain
profitable.
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Monday 7:ch March

Jim Glover took us to Eastern Scotland (Fife) for the first part of his
talk and shawed us some besuriful slides of the area he used to live in. It
was interesting to hear that pollution contrel in the whisky industry had
led to a reduction in the nmber of ssaduck off the ecoast near the
distillieries, what a sobering thought 4 The second part of his talk was
spent looking at RSPB resecves in the south-east and the myriad cf problems
he has to deal with.

Mooday Iath april

Peter Burns gave us an insight into the varied duties of a Reserve
warden, His roud world synopsis of hos various countries mun theiv reserves
was an education to all. His amusing and witty manner and superb slides were
the perfect ingredients for a very interesting evening.

Monday 3rd October

Stephen Morfew took us far away from our Sussex countryside with a
beantifully photographed deseription of the Isle of Islay (pronaunced
evelay). Possibly not the most spectacular Scottish island, but it is
needless to say of great importance as a wintering ground for Bamacle
Geese— and we were told about the clash between commercial and
omithological interests which have, of course, become headline nass. The
tape recordings of the geese coming into roost and the characteristic call
of the Chough transported one to that distant island.

Monday Tth November

John Mesmham, Chris Fox, Brian Clay and Dave Smith paid a mamorable
visit to south-west Spain and they shared their exploits, accompanied by
same superb photographs, to the society. It made everyone rather enviocus and
the presentation was both informative and witty. Any more Woodchat slides ?
Monday 5th December

Erian Metcalfe tock on the task of organising a members' evening for the
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festive month. Mike Hall spoke first on the Ferring Rife, past, present and
the possible future. It was good to hear that the trees planted by the
society are thriving and ready to receive their first rarity.

Stanley Allen took us on a world tour taking in Cyprus, Crete, Korsay
and Shoreham using his usual wit and imagination. Brian Metcalfe then showed
us a number of slides on both birds and scenery and was always giving advice
to those who worry abmut shutter speeds, apertures and the likes.

John Dixon then took the floor with his talk on classification of birds
according to families. Controversy ruled with a warbler photographed in the
hand where a few raxdy hecklers (DIS/RAI) disagreed with the identification.
There's always a very special atmosphere at the Christmas do's, and the
mince pies, wine and home brew were appreciated by everyone.

MEMBERS' RECDRDS

It would be a great help to the recorder if members could send in
their records twice a year, with the second batch in December leaving the
last few records to the first 2 weeks of Jamuary. Particularly where large
mimbers are involved this is vital if members want to receive the report on
ar shortly after the A4, A reminder that the Society's record sheets are
set aut in the following format:-

SPECIES DATE LOCALITY/NOTES MNMBER OBSERVER

It would be greatly appreciated if records could be submitted in
standand '"Voous order’ (ie. the order in this report, your checklist or
fieldguide), not for example, in order of sighting on a field trip. As the
records log is held in thois order it really does save a lot of time ard
effort,

Rarities should have full supporting notes and it would again assist
greatly, when sending in a rare or umsual bird record if the observer could
state whether the description has been forwarded to the Camty recorder (
either for consideration by the Sussex Omithological Society Records
Committee or the British Birds Rarities Committee if it is sufficiently rare
to require their adjudication).

There is no need to go into mirute detail for those birds considered
“urusual' but those records should contain enough salient points to confim
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an accurate identification. & list of '"Unusual'' species is published
anmually in the 5.0.5. Bird Report and also in a paper published by that
society in 1978 entitled "Tdentification, Notetaking and Reporting'. This
paper is an essential guide to every birdwatcher, whether begirmer or
experiencad observer. I beliewe copies can still be obtained fram the 5.0.5;
however, any S.D.0.5. member requiring a photocopy can obtain one fram the

recorder, either at an indoor meeting or by sending a large s.a.e. to the
following address:-

Mr D.I, Smith,
15 Ryecroft Close,
Goring-by-Sea.

Again, many thanks to all those members (and nanmembers) who

contributed records for 1988; their importance camnot be over-emphasised.
Keep them coming in 1989!
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RECETPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 st DECEMBER 1988

RECEIFTS 1988 1987
£ £
Balance brought forward 924.67 950.92
Subseriptions 574.50 449.50
Sale of Reports —_— 12.00
Net raffle & refrestment receipts  112.07 57.11
Building Society interest 23.88 28.79
Donations 48.50 4.00
Sponsored Birdwatch 325.48 -
fE2008.10 £ 1502.32
PAYMENTS
Printing 223.00 326.79
Postage & stationery 39.53 19.00
Secretary's expenses 55.04 20.9%
Hire of hall 168.00 70.00
Southern Water Authority 4,00 4,00
Speakers fees 81.00 116.00
Sundries 20.69 9.42
Purchase of Computer 259.95 —_—
Bank charges 11.50 11.50
Balance Carried Forward 1142.39 924.67

£ 2009.10 £ 1502,32

C.J.Fox (Hon Treasurer). Dated 2lst February 1989

ACDOUNTANTS CERTIFICATE

WE HEREBY CERTTIFY that the above Receipts and Payments Acoount has been
preparad without audit from the books, vouchers and information supplied to
us and is in accordance therewith. MOORES & ROWLANDS. Chartered Accountants
52/53 0ld Steyne, BRIGHTON
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