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EDITCRIAL NOTZIS

After the traumas of 1981, 1982 marked a year of consol=
idation for the Society. The A.G.M. in April 1982
confirmed the appointment of the new officers, with
perhaps the most significant change being the resignation
of D.r John Newnham as recorder after 7 years Bervice.
Even a cursory glance through the Society's reports Ior
the last few years will testify to the enormous contri-
bution he has made to the content and quality of these
reports. Thankfully it is only the recordership which
Dr. Newniam surrendering and I am sure he can be
persuaded to make further literary contributions in the
future, as well as continuing to compile the Sanctuary
report and ringing data.

Tnto the role of recorder, perhaps most onerous cffice

i~ the society, steps Mr Bernard Forbes, already well
Lnown Lo many members. He has made an admirable start
by comp.ling the notes on the years birding events and
the systematic list in this report and now ‘mows what he
haz let himself in for. However, I am sure he will
welcome the oppertunity to put a non-seawatchers viewl

‘t is pleasing to be able to include in this report notes
on & full year of successful field cutings arranged by
rne new Hon. Field Secretary, Mr Colin Messar and also

a summary of an equally entertaining series of lectures
arranged by the new Secretary, Hr John Dixon. Mention
of the indoor meetings should not pass without a big word
of thanks to Mrs J Weeding who, with her volunteers, has
contributed enormously to the success of the evenings

by the provision of refreshments and the organisation

of the raffle; the latter making the evenings self
financing.

The Society ventured into the polical area during 1982
to curb the enthusiasm of the Adur District Council.

(1)




The Council had produced two proposals which could have
been extremely detrimental to two sites of considerable
ornitholegical importance.

Firstly,as part of an Informal Plan for the development
of the area around the harbour, the Council had ident-
ified & site adjacent to the Norfolk Bridge and the
houseboats as suitable for & marina. The location,
well known to local ornithologiste, is extremely
important on & national scale for waders, particularly
the Ringed Plover and is alsoc a major gull roost. Dr.
Newnham, acting in his capacity as Chairman, wrote a
strongly worded letter of objection to the Council
Planning Office and Dr A.E. Watson attended a public
meeting convened to discuss the plan and presented
verbally the Society's views. In the face of opposition
received from this Society, the RSPE, houseboat owners
and other objecters, the Council have now formally
withdrawn their proposal.

The second Council generated policy which gave cause

for concern was a 'Conservation Project' to be developed
in association with the County Council and the Manpower
Services Commission. The scheme was devised in an
attempt tc provide some short term employment for
unemployed young people and involved the Widewater ares.
A number of aspects of the scheme were ill conceived
despite the projects title and included - in a genersl
tidying up operation - the removal of scrub, an islard,
and the pcsts projecting from the lagoon all of which
are of benefit to the birdlife of the area. Further
'environmental' works were alsc prorosed which may have
affected the level of water in the lagoon. Again, Dr
Newnham has written to the Council and other officers
have attended site meetings with Council officials.

The latest infcrmation is that the Council have modified
their proposals and that apart from some litter and
debris clearance the other 'tidying up' ideas have been
abandoned.
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The Society's records have proved an invaluable source of
data in presenting the arguments against these Council
proposals; wader and gull populations in relation to

the marins policy, and the addition of 25 species to a
bird list prepared initizlly by the R.5.F«B. in response
to the Widewater project.

The Scociety is now firmly on the map as far as the Council
iz concerned and the Society will remsin vigilent in
opposing any further detrimental develcpment proposals.
The importance of members' records in providing background
information to support cbjections of this nature camnot

be over emphasised.

I will leave Eernard Forbes to comment on the ornithelopical
hazppenings but in closing I would like tc thenk wives aic
friends who assisted me and other contributors in typing
up manuscripts.

B.R. Clay




BIRDS AROUND SHOREHAM DISTRICT 1982

This, my first year as recorder, has been & difficult one
in trying to match the excellent past record of Dr J.
Newnham. Below I have briefly outlined scome of the
interesting ornithological happenings in 1%22.

The cold spell at tae beginning of the year gave rise to
mary wildfowl sightings in our area; Scaup seen off
Goring/Worthing beaches, Widewater and Southwick canalj
s single female Goosander seen on the Adur and off Wide-
water and our first record of Ruddy Duck at Hove Lagoon.
5 Bewicks Swans flying north up the Adur in early January
were & sign of the very cold weather, although the
Sandwich Tern in Southwick cansl was surely not. Goring
and Worthing Beach was well covered in January and our
first Great Srua for the month recorded. Along our
enitire recording area the coast was watched in ernest
with sightings of rafts of Divers and Auks very close
inshore and a second record of a Little Auk off Brighteon
Marina in February.

Other main features were the wintering Black Redstart

(¢ in Jamiary), up to 10 Twite on the Adur and of course
the regular Mediterranean Gulls along our coast. Snow
Bunting at the Fort provided very close views; we seen
to be recording thnis fine bunting more often.

As Svring approached, the first migrant Chiffchafis were
seer in many rlaces; the usual Wheatears were reported
from the beaches from mid March onwards and the sea
watchers dusted off their scopes and sharpened their
pencils.

April 14th came with an Alpine Swift on the seafront at
Brighton. If accepted it will be our first official
record. A male Brambling in song at Cissbury in April
and Wood Warbler singing in a Southwick garden were
unusual Sussex records. The White Stork over the
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Sanctuary in April caused much panic for some lucky
cembers on a field outing and the Adur gave us the first
ever spring record of Curlew Sandpiper. From April until
the end of May the vast mejority of the records ceme frem
the 'beaches'; skuas of all denoninations and terns eof all
classes giving the sea watchers apeplexy, although all
local members apparently missed a Sooty Tern reportedly
seen oif Worthing Beach in June of which, regrettably,

we have no details. UNo great fall of passerines

coceurrsd in our patch in the Spring although many cf the
comroner specles were seen in smaller numbers.

Summer came with rain but then warmed up although there
were only few records for June and July. August save
rise to a wader passage in the river valley with many
species sighted, attention also turning in early Autumn
to the migration at Cissbury with its several records cf
Buzzard. Another Csprey was seen off Ferring =nd
Dotterel wers once again recorded or Steyning Round Hill
in September.

The gales in late September and early October brought
another spate of Grey Phalarcres along the ccast, with
Erocklands holding two records and also a juvenile Red-
necked Grebe. A Great Grey Shrike at Goring gap in the
middle of October stayed briefly for a day before moving
off. Firecrests were recorded from many parts in late
Qcteber and November; in fact the maximum ever recordec
in one year and a very late Whinchat was seen at Goring
at the end of November. A single unringed Barnacle
goose turned up on the wader roost at Goring in late
November, and also in this month a Kentish Plover on the
Adur was Jjust seen once.

With the year drawing to a close Long-sared Owl roosting
in the Cissbury area and the much sought after Wheatear
at the Harbour were drawing crowds. The year ended on a
high note with plenty of activity on Christmas day: a
fFlock of White-fronted Geese over Goring, Mediterranean
Gull and Snow Bunting at Brooxlands; Glaueous Gull at
Widewater on New Year's Eve rounded off the year.

B.F. Forbes
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NOTABLE RIRDS OF THE AREA IN 1982

This systematic list of the birds recorded in the Shoreham
district is based upon records submitted by the following:

Messrs S.R. Allen, M. Banks, R. Chapman, B.R. Clay,

P. Clay, J. Dixon, J. Feest, B.F. Forbes, F.J. Forbes,

C.J. Fox, M.P. Hall, 5.FP. Hitchins, C.E. Hope, R. lLves,
R. Jackson, A.R. Kitson, C.E. Messer, B. Metcalf,

0. Mitchell, C.M. Newcombe, Dr J.A. Newnham, K. Noble,

A.J. Prater, R.J. Sandison, N. Sibley, T. Smart,

H. Sturman, T.J. Wilson.

ABBREVIATIONS: Ad - Adult, imm - immature, juv - juvenile,
1y = first year, m — male, f = female, E - East, W- West,
etc., A.L. — Adur Levels, ¢c = Cuckoo's Corper, Ciss =
Cissbury, W.B. = Worthing Beaches, G.B. = Goring Beach,
F.B. = Ferring Beach, 8.B. - Scuthwick Beach, Harb =
Shoreham Harbtsur, B.Ma. - Brighton Marina, N.S.F. = New
Salts Farm, Sanc - Sanctuary, S.R.B. - Strivens Reed Bed,
S.H, - Steyning Horseshoe, W.P. - Wiston Pond, W.W. -
Widewater, s.p. - summer plumage, w.p. — winter plumage.

'Downs' refsrs to the downland area between the Adur Valley
and the A24 rcad including Cissbury.

Worthing beaches in sea watching summaries refers to all
sea watch sites unless specifically mentioned as a
separate cbservation or special note.

1. RED THROATED DIVER - Large numbers in Jan reported
from BE.Ma to F.B., many of the birds cloge inshore.
G.B. S5E Tan 1dt, maximum off W.W. 38 in Jan, alsc
geen in Jan on River Adur and Southwick Canal, in
autumn W.W. 1E Sept 15th, W.B. 4W Nov 11th, W.W. 1
Dec 12tha
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BLACK THRG&?ED DIVER - W.W. 2 on gea Jan 110th, 1
there on 15th, Ga.B. 1W Jan 6th, W Pier 2E Jan 11th,
1 oif B.Ma. Jan/Feb and 4E March 27th and 1E there
April 4th, W.B. W in s.p. Hay 25th, autumn W.B. SW
Nov j{:rthul G.B. 1E Dec ﬁGthr

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER - 1 record B.Ma. 1E May 11th
(TaW) full description sent.

DIVER s.p. - W.B. between Jan st and May 25th

total of FI1E and 47W with peaks of 134%E and 12W

in 3 hrs Jan 12th and 107E in 2 hrs Jan 3rd. Spring
raczage off W.B. was similar to that of previous
year's March 67E and SW, April 72E and 2W, May ILE
and 7W. B.Ma. peaik passsge March &th 22E, April bth
20E, May 11th 9E. Autumn winter off W.B. from Oct
9th to Dec 31st total only 72W and 31E, ceaks of 12W
Nov 30th and 1CE and 7W Dec 4th. No rspeat of last
winter's encrmous numbers.

LITTLE GREBE - W.W. peak counts 18=Jan; 15-Feb;
11-March; last spring record 4=April 2nd. Adur

6 Jan 10th, N.S.F. 4 Jan 13th, Brooklands 1 Oct 3rd,
W.W. & Dct 26th, Adur 35 Cct 29th, W.W. max counts
15=Nov; 18-Dec.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE - W.B. 19E and 4W between Jan
7=t ana May 10th, most often recorded Jan/Feb 12E
and 3W. Southwick canal 6 Jan 14th, Hove beach 24
Jan 17th, B.Ma, 8 Jan 31st, W.W. 18 Jan 15th. The
Lirds recordsd in the eastern end of cur area in
-an not recorded off the W.BE. Autumn off W.B.
“raguently 1-2 birds particularly in Dec. Movements
+-zalled 17W and 2E with 2W in one flock Dec 4th.

RED NECKED GREBE = B.Ma. 1 Jan 1st, W.W. 1 Jan Lth

on sea, G.B. 1 on sea Jan 4th, Brooklands Sept 29th
to: Oct 5th 1 juv.
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10.

12

18.

25

26,

27

39.

SLAVONIAN GREBE - W.B. 2 Jan 11th, G.B. 1 Feb 27th
W.W. 1 Jan 20th W.W. 3 March 23rd, W.B. 2 April 3rd.

ELACK NECEKED GREBE = W.B. singles in s.p« E on
March 31st, April 5th, April 19th (Jan).

SLAV/BLACK NECKED GREEE = W.W. 1 on sea March 31st,
B.Ma. 1E April 3rd and 4th, G.B. 1 Oct 10th, 2
offshore Dec 30th.

FULMAR - W.B. total of 126E and 162W between Feb 20th
and May 31st. Peak movements April:-66E and 9W,
May:=42E and 52W. B.Ma, 2E Jan Sth. W.B. autumn
August 3rd to Sept 30th 20M.

MANX SHEAHRWATER = W.W. 3W April 29th:; W.B. W May
Ird, W Sept 7th, 1E Sept 2hth, W Sept 26th, W
Sept 28th.

GANNET = W.B., 168E and 160W between Jan 2nd and

May 30th, peak 24E and 8W May 1st. B.Ma. March 6th
to May 31st 62E and 8W. Autumn movements off W.B.
Aug Sth to Dec 3ist 245W and 42E on 45 days/182 hrs
watched; peak E6W and 19E in 6 hrs Cct 16th.

CORMORANT - A count along Hove beach to Harb 40

Jan 30th. Harb 15 March 16th. B.Ma. winter roost,
east late afterncon return early morning, maximum
50 Feb 21st. W.B. S6E and 60W April 1st to May 3Cth,
Cissbury 2W Aug 7th, A.L. 9 Sept 9th.

SHAG = B.Ma. 2 present Feb and 1 there March 2nd
(TJW); W.W. 1E May 10th and 1E May 12th (ARK);
G.B. 1E May 25 (DS); W.W. 1 offshore Aug 14th (ARK).

HERON - B.Ma. 1 sick bird present Jan 13th to March
6the G.B. 2 in off sea April 26th, 1 in off sea
April 28th and 1 in May 27th. N.S.F. 4 Aug/Sept

and 8 Nov 11th, A.L. 8 in Aug/Sept.
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WHITE STCRK - Sanc 1 overhead and then drifting west
April Eﬂth, third record for our area. Well seen by
the lucky members who turned up on this outing.

BEWICKS SWAN - Adur airport SN early morning Jan 10th
BFF).

WHITE FRONTED GOOSE - High Sslvington 33E Jan 18th
(JAN), G.B. 77E Dec 25th (RJS).

GREY 1LAG GOOSE - F.B. 1E Jan 10th, Cissbury GE April
28th, W.B. 4E Dec 2nd.

GREY GOOSE SPECIES - B.Ma. 2E Jan 31st and 13E March
rd.

CANADA GOOSE = Small Dole 1 pair March 3rd, Adur 2
April 7th, A.L. 148 Oct 27th, 200 Dec 12th decreasing
to 47 Deec 11th.

BARNACLE GOOSE - Goring 1 Nov 11th unringed bird
resting on wader roost (RIJS) (DS) 3rd record.

BRET GGOSE - W.B. total of 1,095E and 31W between
Jan 1st and April 29th, peak of 284E in 1 hr Feb 28th.
B.Ma. 1,108E between Jan 3rd and May 31st. The W.B.
total is only 60% of 1981 figure and 34% of spring
1930 record. W.B. pale breasted race passed east
with 18 dark bellied Jan 18th and seen off W.W.
(7AN) (AJP). W.B. in autumn between Oct 1st and

Dec 31st total of 6,267W and 271E on 49 different
dates, peaks 2,306W in 6.25 hrs Oct 23rd; 650W in
5.5 hrs Oct 24th and 1,733 in 8 hrs Nov 6th. W.W.

% Jan 15th and 3 in Nov/Dec. Inland movement Upper
Beeding 2055 Nov 6th and 328 Dec 12th. This flock
also seen feeding on A.L. same day, 7OW along A259
Lancing Nov 6th.
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SHELDUCK - Adur maximum count 32 Jan 16th with 17

on March 3rd. W.W. 1 Jan-March; A.L. 5 Jan 17th

and 10N Jan 18th; W.B. 200E and 86W between Jan 2nd
and May 31st with May producing 82E and 47W. B.Ma.
Jan 1st to May 31st recorded 70E. Autumn observations
from W.B. between Aug 21st and Dec 31st 164W and 8E
with no peak and no cold weather movement. Adur 1

Dee 2Lth.

WIGEON - The very cold spell in Jan produced many
birds, on the Adur 50 Jan 10th, N.S.F. 73 Jan 13th.
A.L. 50 Jan 10th. W.B. total of 103E and 271W between
Jan 3rd and March 7th. Peak of 151W on Jan 9th was
prompted by severely cold weather. Autumn W.B.

Nov 6th to Dec 31st only 8CW and 14E on 7 dates.

GADWALL = Adur 3 Jan 10th, N.S.F. 1 Feb 13th and
21st, W.B. 2E April 5th, Adur 1 Nev 12th and 153th.

TEAL - Cold weather in Jan preduced good numbers in
the Adur valley, 100 airport Jan 10th and over 300
A.L. Peak counts on A.L. 425 Jan 1st, 192 Jan 17th,
90 Feb 2nd. Cuckoo's Corner 31 Jan 16th, W.B. 24E and
28W between Jan 3rd and April S5th. Autumn sea
watching W.B. Aug 24th to Dec 4th B2W and 14E, peak
on Nov 11th 23W and 11E. A.L. counts 62 Dec 18th

and 270 Dec 12th. W.P. 15 Dec 25th.

35 Jan 13th and 35 Feb 13th; Adur 50 Nov 11th rising
to 70 Dec 27th: W.P. 13 Nov 25; W.B. 27W Nov €th.

PINTAIL - W.B. 17E on 4 dates:- 5 Jan 3rd, 8 Jan 6th,
1 Feb *rd, 3 May 11th. A.L. 12 Feb 2nd. Autumn W.EB.
from Oct 16th to Dec 27th 29W, peak 11W in 8 hrs

Nov 6th.

GARGANEY - B.Ma. 1E March 23rd, 4E March 24th,
1E May 31st.
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75. SHOVELER - W.B. total of 32E and W in spring. B.Ma.

5SE in spring, peak 14E April 1st. N.S.F. 17 Jan 6th;
A.L. 20 Jan Zrd, 1% on Jan 17th. In Dec A.L. 15 on 11the

77. EOCHARD - Increase in records with maximum of 14 W.W.
Jan 9th decreasing to 1 March 23rd. Patching pond 8
Jan Oth. W.W. 1 Nov 6th increasing to % Dec 29th.
Brooklands 7 Nov 11th and 2 on Dec 12th.

(& )
=}
.

TUFTED DUCK - Increase in numbers over previous years
With 2 W.W. Jan 2nd rising to 20 Jan 11th. Cuckco's
corner 5 Feb 21st; A.L. 5 Jan 17th; Patching pond 5
Feb 1bth: W.B. 10E and 10W in Jan. B.Ma. 2W May 10th
and 1E May Sth which may have been bird on W.W. on

May 5th. A.L. 1 Oct 6th. Brooklands & Nev 13th rising
to 21 Dec 16th (largest flock recorded in our area).
W.W. 1 Dec 3rd; Small Dole 1 Dec 27th; W.P. 2 Dec 30th.
W.B. autumn recorded on U4 dates betwsen Oct 28th and
Nov 28th 17W and 4E.

21, SCAUP = W.B. 6E Jan 10th; 3E W.W. and the same 3E
B.Ma. Jan 10th:; W.B. SE Jan 11th (RJS). Southwick
canal 3 Jan 24th, W.W. 1 Jan 1st and 3 there Jan

Z1st present until March 16th. Brooklands 1 Sept

F0th with 3 there Dec 2Cth, W.W. 1 Nov 91th and 2
from Nov 29th to Dee 12th.

15, FEIDER = W.B. 2 record total of 33CE and 2W between
Fob 2nd and May 31st, 351E in April-peak on 18th with
184E in &} nrs including 2 flocks in excess of 60.
Harb 4 Jan 12th. At B.Ma. 169E and 8W in spring.

W.3. autumn Oct 1st to Dec 31st 159W and 11E with
sximum of 63W in 3.5 hrs Dec 4th, 23W in 2.23hrs
Dec 3Cth.

36. LONG TAILED DUCK - B.Ma. 1E May 11th, W.B. 1W Oct 26th,
2W Nov 21st, W Dec 4th.
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6.

COMMON SCOTER = W.BE. total of 1,B816E and 4OW between
Jan 1st May 31st with a peak of 305E in 62 hrs April
4th. B.Ma. over the same period recorded 3,582E and
25We W.EB, numbers one of the lowest since 1977 «
Autumn return W.W. 1 July 27th and then recorded
from W.B. Aug 15th tc end of year 20SW and 175E,
peak on Nov &th 41E and 17W.

VELVET SCOTER - W.B. total of L4€E with 27E on Jan 25th
5 during March and 14E on April Sth. At B.Ma. S4E

with peak of 32E on April b4th; W.W. 2 offshcre Nov tth;
W.B. 14E and 2W & hrs Nov 6th.

]

GOLDENEYE = B.Ma. 1 Jan 11th, 3E there Mareh eoth,
3E March 28th. W.B. 2 offshore Jan 6th, 2E Jan 12th
and 9E Jan 14th. Adur Steyning 1 Jan 15th; W.W. 1
Jan 11th; W.W. 1 March 28th. Autumn inflow oceoured
on Nov 6th with 3 females Bresklands, 1 off W.W.
and 7F WiBe, W W.B. Nov 7th.

EED BREASTED MERGANSER - Total of 331E and 67W at
W.B, bezween Jan 3rd and May 16th. Migration of

this species difficult to assess due to large flock
of 60-100 birds offshore Ferring to Shoreham. Peak
movement 25E and W April 18th although 82E and 27w
in first 10 days of April. W.W. maximum count 10 in
Jan with one or two birds present up to early April,
1 picked up dead ciled Shoreham beach March 7th. First
record autumn W.B. Cct 3rd and then until Dec 31st
with 237W and 75E, peak 31W in 8 hrs Nov 6th. Dec
records of 78W and A4E may be related to loecal
flocks. 1 or 2 in Nov/Dec on W.W. and Brooklands.

GCOSANDER = Adur 1 Jan 16th (AJP), W.W. 1E Jan 9th
{ARK), both female.

FUDDY TUCK = first record for Shoreham 1 at Hove
Lagoon, male Jan 16th=19th (BFF).

(12)




103,

10%.

113.

115

118

MARSH HARRIER - G.B, 1 male off see departed {W at
10.545 nrs April 23th (FJF) (RJS), probably tns same
bird Shoreham beach 13.13 hrs east (KN). W.B. 1 west
May (JAN).

HEN HARRIER - Highdown Hill 1 ringtail K Jan 5th,
Cissbury 1 ringtail April 2bth, Cissbury 1 ringtail
Sept 17th, Long Furlong Findon 1 ringtail from Oct
31st to Nov 11th.

YONTAGU'S HARRIER - Downs 1 ringtail Aug 23rd and 25th,
1 there Sept 11th.

HARBIER SPECIES - Downs 1 July 29th, Ferring Aug 3Cth.

SPARROW HAWK - Found in 7 areas in bresding season
possibly S prs. Winter seen in 20 localities, many
-dige of built up areas. Birds pessibly invelved in
sigration seen at 3 coastal watch points in spring.
Regular Downs zll year with maximum L Sept Lth.

EUZZARD - B.Ma. 8 Jan 10th, Scuthwick canal 2W
Jan th. Downs March 23rd, April 11th and 12th,
May B8th, Aug 15th, 21st, 30th, Sept 2nd, 7th, 10th,
14£h, 17th and Cct 1hth all singles, difficult te
assess numbers. March/April only one bird. Aug/
Sept sightings probably related to same individual.

COSPREY - W.B. NW May 30th (JAN); Ciss 18W Sept
10th (BFF) (FJF) (RJS); Ciss 1E Sept 13tk (FIF);
F.B. 1 Aug 15th (MPH).

¥ESTREL - Recorded in breeding seascn with estimate
T 20/25 vrs in area. Often s=en throughout year in
built up areas arcund Lancing, fHove and Portslade.

MERLIN - Adur levels 1 arcund Steyming Jan 2nd, Jan
12th and Feb 2&th.

(13)




119. HOBBY - 7 spring sightings mainly from coast although
1 at Bramber April 14th, earliest record. ‘Sanc 1
June 19th. 4 recorded on the Downs in autumn, finally
1 over Brooklands Sept Z0th.

124. RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE = 1 in garden Upper Beeding at night
Jan 11th (AJP).

130. GREY PARTRIDGE - 10 Mill Hill Oct 31st, all records
would be most welcoms,

131. QUAIL - Beeding Hill 1 calling July 23rd (TCS). Ciss
1 July 17th and Aug 1st calling (FJF).

136. WATER RAIL - Adur Levels 2 Jan Jst; 2 there on Jan
Sth and 1 Feb 2nd. Steyning Mill Pond 1 March 25

142. MOCRHEM = Brooklands Jan 15th 20 rising to 22 Jan 23rd.
Patching Pond 16 Feb 14th. B.Ma. 5 Feb 2nd.

145« COOT = Counts received from Brooklands = 60 Jan 23rd,
Feb 14th, Patching Pond 15 Feb 18th. W.W. =1 Jan,
50 Feb, 35 March returned W.W. 3 Nov 2th, only & Dde

31st. Erooklands 18 Nov 11th.

121. QYSTER CATCHER - B.Ma. Jan 1st to May 3=t recorded
221E and 25W. W.B. Jan 18th to May 31st 274E and
116W, peak occured second 10 days of April. Recorded
on Adur maximum of 2 in July/August,

153. AVCCET - W.B. 1E April 4th (JAN) , Adur 1 July Sth
(KN). W.B. 3E Dec 2rnd (JAN)

158. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER = W.B. L4 spring records:-
1E April Sth, W April 6th (JAN), 1E April 17th (CJF)
and 1E May 11th (JAN). Adur 1 Aug 2nd and 1 Aug 23rd.

159. RINGED PLOVER - Goring roost maximum counts 143 Jan

23rd, 60 Feb 25th, 21 March Sth. B.Ma. 17 Jan 24th.
Adur 103 Jan 2hth, 116 Aug 8th, 207 Aug 30th, 180

(14)



161.

166.
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171.

Sept 14th. B.Ma. 27 Dec 30th. Goring roost 220 Dec
7the W.W. 3 pairs and 1 male reared 2 young. W.E.
28E vetween April 23rd and May 3ist.

KENTISE PLOVER - Last year's bird overwintered at
Goring beach recorded on many occasions Jan 2nd to
March 7°th. Once again recorded on the Adur Nav 11th
() - this one feeling the cold and not staying.

LOTTEREL - 1 Steyming Round Hill Sept 10th (ARK)

GREY PLOVER - W.B. total of 350E ard EW between
April 1st and May 23rd; 56E and W in April and 292E
and W in Maye The peak of 171 in 3% hrs on May 11th
(inlcuding one flock of 80). B.Ma. Z201E between
April 17th and May 14th with same day peak as W.E.
160E May 11th. Adur maximum count of 20 in Jan.
Peak counts as Goring roost 190 Jan 10th, 104 Feb
20th, 12 March 12th, &0 Nov 17th, 164 Dec 7th. W.E.
in autumn secorded from Aug 12th to Dec 31st 145W and

—
flim

LAPWING - Cold weather in Jan produced & movement
of 2,3108W in 3% hrs Upper Beeding and 5915W at G.B.
on Jan 9th plus another 420 feeding in fields.
B.Ma. 110E Jan 10th, M.S.F. 280 Feb 13th, Adur 780
Feb 20th and 750 -Airport Feb 7th. Autumn flocks
Airgort €30 Sept 2nd, A.L. 2,000 Nov 13th, Lancing
college 200 Dec 28th and 1,500 on Dec 29th.

KNOT = WeBa 93E 2W between April 16th and May 30th
with the peak during SE winds in the middle of May
i{th E4E May 13th. B.Ma. €7E May 13th. Adur 1 Jan

£, 1 Aug 13th, 2 Aug 2L+th, 6 Sept 6th, 3 Sept 12th,
Get 1st. W.W. 1 May 9th, 1 May 23rd, 1 Aug 19th,
Aug 21st. W.B. only 10 recorded W in Aug/Sept.

Wi
1s
1
1
SANDERLING = W.B. 531E and W between April 1st

and May 31st with 33E in April and 408E and &W
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in May; peaks 75E May 11th and 130 on May 14th. B.Ma.
LYE May 11th. Goring roost counts 150 Jan 31st, 12C
Feb 25th, 132 March 20th, 40 Dec fth. Ferring Beach
low tide counts 200 Feb 11th, 200 March 13th. W.W.

8 May 5th. Adur singles on Aug 17th, Aug 23rd

and Oct 12th.

178. LITTLE STINT - 1 Adur Jan 15th, Feb 21st, March 3rd
and 26th. W.W. 1 May &4th, W.B. 1E May 11th. Adur
1 Oct 28th, Nov 2nd and De¢ 21st. W.W. 1 Oct 17th.

162. CURLEW SANDPIPER - 1 Adur April 3rd (KN), our first
spring record. Adur all records 1 July 7ih, 1 Aug
30, 3 singles in Sept, 2 on Sept 25th, 2 Oct 6th,
singles on Gct 92th and 13th.

183. FPURPLE SANDPIFER - Recorded both ends of the year from
harbour mouthi 5 Jan 5th, 3 Feb S5th, 1 March 3rd and
from Nov 29th until Dec 31st regular, maximum of &
cn Dee 17th. 1 B.Ma. April 4th, 1 April 13th, 2 Dec
30th. G.B. 1 March 20th.

124. DUNLIN - Pesk monthly counts:

Adur’ Jan 6th 1,000 Goring Feb 11th 850
Feb 7th 800 March Bth 378
March 3rd 300 Dec 6th 260

Aug &th 18
Sept 16th %0
Now  10th Lz8
Dec  19th 2,000

W.B. spring sea watching 291E and 15CW, peak 31E
on May 15th. Autumh movement W.B. Aug 15th to Nov
20th 2%6W and 23E; peak 105 Oct 16th.

188. RUFF - 1 Adur Sept 7th, 1 Cct 6th and 1 Oct 13th.
A.L. 1 Dec 27th, W.B. 1W Aug 26th.

(16)
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SNIFE - Large numbers are hard to come by in lower
Adur, 30 Sanc Jan 1%th, N.S.F. 6 Feb 4th, Sanc 1
April 14th. Remainder of reccrds come from the levels
above Bramber 660 in snow field Jan 9th, Kings Barn
Lane 340 Jan 10th, 50 Feb 2nd. A.L. 22 Oct 4th and

64 cn Dec 13th.

WOUDCOCE = Very cold weather in Jan produced a
count of 12 at Lychpele Hill on 12th, 1 &t Swandean

on Jan 92th. 1 Lychpole Nov 14th and 1 trapped Sanc
Dec Lth.

ELACK TAILED GODWIT - W.3. W April 26th, 4 Adur May
8the 1 Small Dole Tip July 16th.

BAR TAILED GODWIT - 1 Adur in early Jan, 1 G.B.
March 20th.

Werthing Beach

Jan/Feb March April May
E 32 t 4393 490
W G g 2

The peax during afternoon ipril 27th 1,193E in &%
hrs. EB.Mz. 1,503E in spring watching, peaks 355E
April 26th, 182E April 27th. Adur up to 5 resting
on river early May. In autumn only 27W and €E in
Aug/Sept, 1 Adur July 30th.

WHIMEREL - W.E. a record of BEZE and 2EW betwesen
April 6th and May 2%th; 766E in April and 117E in
Msy, peak SEE April 22nd. B.Ma. 402E in spring,
veak of 177E April 26th. Adur recorded from Aug
7th. Ur to 6 seen on Adur kec and Airport Sert
8th. W.T. autumn from Aug 15th te 3Cth, 25W and
2E.

CURLEW = W.B. 84E and 9W between Feb 3rd and May
A4th, pesk of 12E on April 15th. 1 N.S8.F. Jan 15th;

Z A.L. Jan 9th. 1 Airfield Sept Oth, 1 A.L. Dec 12th,
W.B. autumn 18W and 1E Aug 3rd to end of year.

(17)
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SPOTTED REDSHANK - 1W.W. Aug 14th. 1Adur Aug 2hth,

1 Sept 2nd and then 2 around river area in early
Oct until 1b4th. 2 W.W. Oct 14th and 1W Oct 10th.

REDSHANK = Peak counts Adur 175 Jan 31st, 58 Aug
I0th, 100 Oct Bth, 103 Dec 4th. Goring roost 14
Jan 18th, 17 Fet 25th. € Small Dole Tip April
5th. 1 pair A.L. summer.

GREENSHANK = W.B. 1E April 26th, 2 Small Dole Tip
May S5th. Adur between July 27th and Cct 13th
recorded on 15 dates, 3 on Sert 25th, 3 on Oct 6éth.
Cisebury W Aug 22nd.

GREEN SANDPIPER - A very good year mainly recordec in
Upper Adur. BSmall lole Tip 1 April 11th, 7 on 12th,

10 on 20th (largest count in our area), 1 on 27th.

1 Adur Jan 10th, 1 S.R.B. Jan 13th, 5 A.L. July 28th,
1 Adur Aug 10th, 1 Small Dole Tip Dec 18th, 1 Wiston

Pond Dec 25th.

COMMON SANDPIPER - W.W. bird seen from Jan 1st until
13th. First spring record 2 B.Ma. April 27th and then
total of 27 birds throughout area, maximum % B.Ms.
May 11th. Firet sutume record July 7th, 1 Small Deole
Tip with 4 there on July 11th. Only 5 reccrds from
lower Adur, last record 1 N.S8.F. Sept 22nd.

TURNSTONE - Only record from G.E. 5 March =2Cth
(there must be more in this area). 1 W.W. May 6th
and 2 Aug fth. Singles on Adur from Aup 2nd until
Nov 11th. W.B. 40E and 12W between April 16th and
May 22nd with main passage on May 11th and 12th,
in the autumn only 12W on 6 dates.

GREY FHALAROCFE - The autumn gales produced another
good year with the Brocklands birds affording
splendid views to many. Brooxlands 1 Sept 29th to
Oct 15t and 91 Oct 17th. B.Ma. 1 Sept 27th, Goring
Gap on wader roost Dec 11th and 12th.

(18)
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PCMARINE SKUA - W.B. total of 20E, a smaller number

this year. TIhe April bird also noted off Selsey is
the second sarliest record for this ares.

April 17th 1 15.00 hrs G.B.
May 10th 1 12.04 hrs W.B.
May 10th 1 19.35 hrs  W.W.
May 13th 4% 08.27 hrs W.B.
May 14th 1 17.20 hrs. Lencing
lay 15th 2 1447 hrs  G.B.

Various probable "poms" were noted as follows: April
23rd 5 (FJF), May 11th 2 (JAN) and 2 (ARK), May 12th
% (MPH). B.Ma. 1E April 29th, 1E May S5th, 13E and

"W May 13th. Presumably the flock of 13 was the

same Tlock =een off W.B.

ARCTIC SKUA - BE.Ms. from April 5th to May 14th 31E.
W.B. total of 67E and €W between March 31st and May
17th with peaks of 10E May 2nd and 11E May 3rd.
Recorded offshore from Sept 19th with 24W and 20E
on 13 dates, peak Cct 16th 12E and 10d.

LONG TAILED SKUA - W Goring 10,35 hrs April 6th (FJF).
1f accepted by Sussex 0.5. it will be the second for
ares.

GREAT SKUA - W.B. ZE Jdan 7th (FJF), cur first Jan
record. W.E. 1E April 30th, 1E April 10th {FJIF).
On return passage from Sept 21st until Dec 30th BW
and SE with unusually large number of records in
Dec. W Sept 21st, W Oct 1st, 1W Oct 13th, ZE and
1W Oct 16th, 1MW Oct 17th, 1E Dec 2nd, W Dec 3rd,
AW Dec 4th, 2E Dec 18th, 1E Dec 30th.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL = 1 W.W. adult resident from
Jan 18t until end of March. 1 Ad E Jan 1st,

1 Ad W Jan S5th, 2 Ads E Jan 9th, 1 Ad E Jan 10th,
all at Goring, probably refer tc 2 adult birds.

(19}
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In spring 1 Ad W W.B. March 30th; 1 18t year W.W.
April 24th and 3 there April 26th (ARK); 1 w.W.
1st summer April 27th and 1 Ad E May 12th. Autumn
birds seen from Adur 1st winter Sept 7th, Nov Zrd
and 11th, W.B. 1 Ad Oct 16th, Erocklands 1 Ad Déc
25th,

LITTLE GULL - W.B. total 21E and 2w betwes=n Jan 3rd
and May 13th; peak numbers in middle of May with
maximum of S4E May 11th, rFeax also at B.Ma. on 11th
with 27E. Recorded in autumn at Adur 3 Sept 20th;
W.W. 1 Sept 29th, 1 Nov 12th; Hove lawns 1 Aug
27th. W.B. from Aug 28th to Nov 24tk 56W and 2E

oen 17th dates, peak 11W in 2+2% hrs Cet 17th.

ELACK HEADED GULL - W.B. in spring 3,569E and 307W.
W.B. 1,000 in roost April 7th and 374E in 2 hrs
April 20th. 4.E, July 9th 1,000 in reost. G.B.
35,00CW in 2 hrg Oct 14th (FJF, RIS).

COMMCN GULL = W.E. sering counts incomplete but
774%E and 150W mainly April, 1 albino W.B. May
othe. Roost at W.B. 490 March 30th and 3,0c0

April 7th.

LESSER BLACK BACKED GULL - W.B, total of 105E and
W were mainly the continental sub species in
spring. Small Dole Tip 9 April 12th. Adur & July
27th, 14 Sept 22nd, 16 Nov 3rd.

HERRING GULL - Counts made at WeB. 177 April 27th
and 100 G.B. same day, Downs 250 Nov 5th, Adur
roost 560 Dec 16th. Again an ingresse in yellow=
legged sub species records; 1 in F:b; none until
June “th; 90 in July; 50 in August; 21 in Sept;

% in Nov, mainly from Adur valley, Small Dole
plus 1 or 2 G.B. and Brocklands.

GLAUCOUS GULL - Adur 1 first winter Oct 29th and
at W.W. presumably the same bird Dec 31st. Only
two records for this gull which had been seen on

(20)
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many occasions according to word of mouth reports.

GREAT ELACK BACKED GULL - Counts as follows: Adur
320 Feb 3rd, 50 Aug Bth, 200 Sept 12th, 610 Nov
Eth, 510 Dec 16th; Sompting Tip 200 Nov 20th.

KITTIWAKE = Portslade beach 53 offshore Jan 7th
=rd at G.B. O3E and 26W on the same day. Small
numbers noted at W.B. in spring peak 71W on April
8+h. Oiled birds reported from W.W. 1 and G.B. 2
Jan 2nd. B.Ma. from March 3rd to May Jist Sa0E.
W.B. in autumn recorded (Aug 13th to Dec 31st)
£02W and 199E in 182 hrs on 47 dates, peaxs

Oct 16th 100W and S4E and 12I2W and 20E Nev 11th.

SANDWICH TERN - Southwick canal 1 Jan 25th and 31st
(8FF) (SRA) (2nd winter record). W.B. spring
paszage 3,569E from March 27th until May 31st,
peaxs of 378 in 6f hrs on April 4th and 218 in

€ hre April Sth, with an overall rate of 10.9
birds/hour. B.Ma. total of 1,789E from March
27+h until May 31st, peaks as W.B. 313E April Lkth
ard 251E April 5th. Steyning Round Hill 2 calling
ar dusk Aug 25th and 2W Cissbury Sept Oth. Autumn
W.B. from Aug 12th until Oct 30th 355W and 33E on
LO dates.

ROSEATE TERN - W.B. 1E May 12th (JAN) and 1E W.W.
May 13th (AJP).

COMMON/ARCTIC TERN - W.E. total of 1,939E and 15W
between April 3rd and May 31st, only 101 in April
and 1,838 in May; peak of 72LE in 9 hrs May 15th.
Spring passage was low, 31% of 1981 figure and 2%
of 1920 record figure. Corresponding passage
recorded off B.Ma. 1,372E. Regular Adur July/Aug
maximum of 8. Return passage W.B. Aug 3rd until
Oct 16th 630W and 29E, peak 55W Oct 3rd and 5aW
Aug 2Lth.

(21)
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LITTLE TERN - W.B. total pf 448E and 38W between
April 10tn and May 31st, only 20E April and 428E
in May; peak 152E in 9%hrs May 11th. B.Ma. 167E
over the same period. Adur up to 5 present July/
Aug. W.B. only 27W from Aug 15th to Sept 12the

BLACK TERN - Tetal off W.BE. S9E on 7 dates betwesn
May 2nd and May 29th, peak of 3CE May 12th. W.E.
return passage from Aug 17th to Oct 3rd 29W and
2E: peak, GW Sept 1st, oW Sept 26th.

GUILLEMOT - Large numbers close inshore in Jan
rroduced maximum counts of W.W. to Southwick
beach 35 Jan 7th, 25 Jan 11th and 53 Jan 15th.
2 birds found dead and several picked up
suffering from oil pollution.

HAZORBILL — Birds reported in Jan from W.W. 2,
Harb 1, G.B. 2, B.Ma. 2, B.Ma. present on 5 dates
in May and Southwick 1 in April and 1 in May.

BELACK GUILLEMOT - 1 Portslade beach seen cifshere
Jan 7tia. Full descriptien supplied, first record
Shorenam (SEA).

LITTLE AUK - B.Ma. 1 Feb 14th (TJW). Well seen,
full description (our 2nd record).

AUK SPECIES = The total of 267E and 69W reflects
the large numbers present in the Channel in winter
(although vast majority Guillemot)

Jan/Feb March April May
E 221 4 7 29
W 30 9 1 19

STOCK DOQVE - Bresding season only record Steyning
Horseshoe. Downland flocks 30 Feb 24th, 100 Nov
27th, 180 Dec 4th and 40 Dec 8th.

(22)
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WOOD PIGECH - Sompting Tip B50W at dusk Jan 20th;
Steyning Round Hill evening roost flight 1,830 in
1 hr.

COLLARED DOVE - Sanc roost SO March 3rd, a decline

in recent years. Southwick canal 60 feeding at grain
wharf March 16th. B.Ma. 1N March 27th, 2N April 21st.
Adur 22 Dec 12th.

TURTLE DOVE - First recorded Ciss 10 May 7th, 2 on
May Jtn. Small Dole 1 May Sth, Shaves Wood 2 May
10th. No breeding season counts received. Small
numbers in Aug/sept Ciss, 1 Mill Hill Sept 27th,
Sanc 1 Sept 22nd.

CUCKOQ = First Ciss April 12th plus % there April
3Lth, & ccunted Downs area June 12th, Eanc 1 May
Sth. Reported Shaves Woed in breeding seasen, no

autumn records raceived.

EARN OWL - Findon valley 1 calling April 21st, 1
Sanc March 21st and 22nd, 1 Steyning regular Jan.
Ashurst pr. during breeding season. 1 A.L. in
summer. 1 W.P. Cct 23rd, 1 Steyning-by-pass Nov
16the

LITTLE OWL - Breeding records from 5 Downland
localities, 5 areas around Steyning and one in
the supurbs of Worthing. 4 winter recerds on
Downs away from breeding areas.

TAWNY OWL - Breeding season records Findon Valley,

lepcote Park, Cissbury 4 prs, Offington Park,

West Worthing, Sanc, Gcring, Noith Lancing,
Steyning 2 pr. 1 Mill Hill Oct 22nd, regular
3 Ferring autumn.

LONG-EARED OWL - Downs 1 Dec 4th.
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SHORT=-EARED OWL - A good year, 10 records: Airport 1
Jan 10th, Downs 1 March 27th and 1 Oct 23rd, W.B.

1E April 19th and NE April 23rd. Ferring area 2
Oct 9th, 1 Oct 14th and 1 Oct 27th, Victoria Park
Worthing 1N Oct 18th.

SWIFT - First record April 26th 1 Durrington. W.B.
2N April 26th with 98 arriving from the sea May 3rd,
with corresponding increase from May 3rd in the
whole arsa; last record Cissbury and Upper Beeding
Sept 10th.

ALPINE SWIFT - Our first record in our area 1 Brighton
seatfront April 14 (KN) (if accepted by EB).

KINGFISHER = Recorded regularly in the Adur valley
with wandering birds at W.W. Jan and Sept. Brooklands
Jan, West Durringten 2 Feb 11th, although no proof

of breeding this year. One seen from my bedroom
window Lancing W over garden Feb 27th.

GREEN WOODPECKER - Records mainly from the Downs
and northern area suggests at least 7 prs breeding.
W.B. 1E along beach April 25th.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER - 6 breeding reason

records of single or pairs in suitable areas.
Sompting 1 Feb 2nd, Offinton 1 Oct 10th, E.E.B.
Jan 13th, Goring Gap 1 Nov 4th, Sanc 1 Sept 29th.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER = Only 5 records: Goring
Gap 1 April 15th and 1 May 6th, Ferring Rife 1 in
autumn, W.P. 1 Nov 25th, 1 Dec 25th.

SKYLARK - Cold weather in Jan produced 405W in 5

hrs G.B. Jdan 9th, with another 50 feeding in fields.
Adur 110 Jan 10th and 65 on airport same day and 35
at Mill Hill. 31 prs breeding on 55.1 ha A.L. Ciss
200 Oct 13th, 400 Nov 14th and 100 Nov 27th.

(24)




313. SAND MARTIN - First seen 1 W.B. March 28th and then
only 5 recorded on ssza watches. Ferring 50W Oct 1Cth.

314. SWALLOW - First seen W.B. and B.Ma. April 5th then
none until April 13th, thereafter daily arrivals
noted. In autumn F.B. 900E in 2 hre Sept 30th, W.B.
112E in 15 mins Sept 3rd, 181E in 15 mins Sept 9th,
320E in 16 mins Sept 14th. Last record High
Salvington Nov 15th.

316. HOUSE MARTIN - First reccrded Upper Beeding 1 April
16th and then noted W.B. and B.Ma. April 19th.
Autumn counte 5.B. 350W in + hr Sept 2nd, 1,000
Findon Green Sept 14th, F.B. 5,1C3F in 2 hrs Sept
20th, Ciss 40 Qct 23rd, Mill Hill & Hov 1st,
Shoreham beach 2 Nov 24th,

Z20. TREE PIPIT = lo spring records. In the autumn 127
recorded at Cissbury with peaks of 21 Aug 19th,
28 S=pt 9th and 6 Sext 14th. F.B. 5 Oct 10th,

222. MEADOW PIPIT - W.W. 40 Jan 5th. Recorded in spring
W.B. toctal of only 160 BaMa. 119N in March and
125N in April, 30 prs breeding 55.7 ha A.L. During
autumn counts on Downs as follows: 80 Sept 3rd,
140 Sept 20th, 170 Sept 25th and 200 Oct 9th.

324, PROCK PIPIT - W.W. 2 Jan 23%rd and 1 Feb 19th; Harh
1 April Cth; BuMa. 5 Jan 24th. W.B. a walk along
entire length in Jan produced a count of 13.
Autumn regular Shoreham beach Sth Nov to Dec Fist,
peak of 6 on Dec 9th. G.B. 1 Dec 30th, B.Ma. 3
Nev 11th. Singles showing characteristics of 'Water
Pipit"' W.W. Feb 22nd and March 30th to April 1st.

F25. YELLOW WAGTAIL - 12 arrivals on 10 dates W.E.
April 4th to May 12th B.Ma. 28N April 5th to
May 11th. A.L. 2 pairs helding territory June/
July. One showing characteristics of the typical
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race Blue-headed Wagtail on A.L. July 10th, W.W.

1 Aug 10th and 1 Adur rec Aug 30th. During sutumn
recorded from ammy coastal localities, peaks 20
Sompting Sept 12th; 24 W.B. Sept 17th. Large

numbers occured on the Downs with following counts:
80 Aug 28th, 226 Aug 30th (200 in one flock), 40
Sept 3rd, 120 Sept 4th. Last record 12 F.B. Oct 1Cth.

GREY WAGTAIL - Singles G.B., Maybridge, Swandean
Hospe, Erooklands in Jan, regular Steyning all year
and then in Sept evidence of migration with 4 birds
W Ciss. 1 W.W. Sept 14th and 6E Sept 1€th, 1 Sanc
Sept 22nd. Winter records F.E. and Rife Nov 20th;

1 Steyning Nov 16th; 1 Brooklands Dec 25th. All
breeding season records would be most welcome.

FIED WIGTAIL = W.B. entire length 52 feeding on
tide waste Jan 23rd, 30 Harb Dec 29th, 18 F.E.
Dec Lthe.

NIGHTINGALE - 1 G.B. in full song Ilex wood April
26th-29th. B.Ma. 1N April 19th. lio receords of
breeding, one juv trapped Sanc July +th.

BLACK REDSTART = Wintering records Jan-March
Southwick beach to W.W. maximum 2 males and 5
females Jan 15th; singles W.B. and B.Ma. in same
vericd. Passage birds in spring 1 W.E. April Znd,
1 West Durrington March 3rd, 1 Central Lancing
March 26th, 1 Downs April 4th, 1 High Salvington
May 18th. Autumn records 1 F.B. Oct 17th and 1 Oct
20th, 8 F.B. and Rife area Nov 13th, W.B. singles
lov 6th and 27th. Winter count from Southwick beach
to W.W. maximum 5 Dec 9th. 1 B.Ma. Dec 30th, 1
Brocklands Deec 13th.
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REDSTART - U4 spring records: 1 B.Ma. April 23rd,

1 Worthing April 29th, 1 G.B. May 6th, 1 Mill Hill
May 7th. During autumn Aug 15th to Sept 22nd Cies
total 130; peaks 17 Sept 3rd, 20 Sept Lth, 19 Sept
Sth, 15 Sept 11th. Adur Rec 2 Aug 29th. Last record
% Steyning Tcet Jrd.

WHINCEAT - Only 2 spring records, 1 B.Ma. April
23rd and 1 Ciss May 7th. In autumn low numbers at
Ciss, 25 Sert 14th, 18 Sept 15th, 16 Sept 20th.

2 Sanc Sept 2%th, 2 F.B. Sept 5th. Odd records from
Adur valley in Sept. G.B. & very late bird Hov 20th
{Ds) full descriptiocn.

STONECEAT - Wintering records from ssveral coastal
Tocalities in Jan/Feb: 2 WeW., 3 CZ.B., 1 Adur, 2
Airport April 21st. No records until 2 at Ferring
Aug 21st and then only © birds recorded in autumn,.
Nov/Dec sightings came from G.B. 1, Adur 6 birds in
4+ localitiss.

WEEATEAR - 1 G.B. March 14th and then 87 recorded
ir spring from Goring to Shoreham beach. BE.Ma.
60 counted March 19th to May 12th. Autumn records
videspread with peak counts as follows: Ciss 37
Aug 28th, 20 Aug 3Cth, 22 Sept 11th; G.BE. 58 Sept
2nd; Adur Bec 31 Aug 29th; W.W. 35 Sept 9th; Adur
3 liov £the Our first winter record Earb Hov 29th
*o Dec 3lst.

EING OUZEL - 1 Ciss April Sth and 1 there Oct 9th,
only records.

SLACHKRIAD - 12 prs A.L. 55 ha.
+IFIDFARE = Cold weather in Jan produced movement
At GeB. 220CW Jan 3th, 27W Jan 9th, 222W Jan 10th.

Mill Hill garden 76 Jan 10th, Durrington 120 in
zarden Jan 14th, A.L. 200 Jan 16th, Ciss 30 March
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26, 2 there April 24th. First autumn birds F.B. 2
Oct 10th, Ciss 30 Nov 14%th, A.L. 200 Dec 4th and
500 there Dec 18th.

REDWING - G.B. 60 Jan &th, 50 there Feb 13th; Hove
Lagoon 12 Jan 15th. First autumn records, birds heard
calling at night at Ferring Cct 9th, Ferring 27N Oct
15th. Ho records received for Nov and Dec.

GRASSHOPPER WARELER - Ciss 1 April 21st, Steyning
Horseshow 1 early June, Cuckoo's Corner 1 July Sth,
1 Ciss Aug 1st and 1 Sept 18th.

SEDGE WAREBLER = 1 Adur April 21st, G.B. wood April
29th, Small Deole & prs breeding. A.L. 27 prs on
55.1 ha. F.Rife 6 Aug 28th.

EEFD WARBLER -~ 1 Adur April 21st. A.L. 37 prs on
55.1 ha.

MELCDIOUS WARBLER - Ciss 1 July 5th (RJ8), awaiting
ratification by Sussex 0.5.

LESSER WHITETHRCAT - First recorded 2 Ciss April 24th,
L there April 25th; W.B. 1 in offsea April 27th;

Sanc 1 April 2%th. Autumn total Ciss 4%0C with peaks
34 Aug 14th, 30 Aug 19th, 64 Bept Oth, 22 Sept 1ith,
last on Sept 22nd.

WHITETHRCAT = Recorded Ciss 1 April 42th, 6 April
2Lth, Cissbury autumn total of 6A0 with peaks of
95 Aug 10th, 62 Aug 14th, 108 Aug 19th, 53 Sept
Sth, last on Sept Z2nd.

GARDEN WARELER = Only 2 spring records: 1 G.B.
wood May Sth and 1 May 16th. 1 Ciss July Tih.
Present in Sahves Woeod and Small Dole in summer.
1 Banc Oct 9th.
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400. BLACKCAP - Wintering birds present at a Steyning
garden in late Feb and with 1 singing March 11th,
another in Steyning March 23rd. Upper Beeding 1
Jan 18th. First spring arrivals Cissbury 6 April
12th, Sanc 1 April 14th, Shaves Wood April 20th,
Goring wood 3 singing May 8th. Autumn passage
at Cissbury only 30C; peaks 97 Sept Sth, 30 Sept
14th. Goring wood 1 Nov 6th. Ferring garden Oct
%0th to Nov 21st. Shoreham garden 2 males Dec

21&ka

LoS, WOOD WARELER - Goring Gap Wood 1 singing May &th
and 1 Southwick garden singing April 26th.

Log,  CHIFF=CHAFF - lNone reperted in early part of jyear.
Many birds reported from 5 localities in March with
lost numbers reported last week of March and first
2 weeks of April. Cissbury autumn total 620; peaks
202 Sept 9th, 40 Sept 10th, 30 Sept 19th. Goring
Gap 4 Oct 7th, Ferring 1 Dec 28th, Sanc¢ 1 Dec 4th
snd 2 there on Dec 28th.

410, WILLOW WARBLER - First at S.R.B. 1 April 6th and
£ sanc on the 1Cth. Cissbury 35 April 12th and
64 April 21st. 6 in garden West Worthing April
2Gta, 8 Goring Woed April 24th. Cissbury autumn
total 900 with peaks of 60 Aug 6th, 113 Aug 9th,
20 Aug 10th, 174 Aug 1%th, 70 Aug 17th, 194 Aug
1%th, Little passage recorded at Sanc.

411, GOLDCREST - Only counts made: Cissbury 10 Oct 23rd

and Goring Gap 20 Oct 30th. Recorded all year round
Mill Hill.

44%, FIRECREST = At least 14 individuals, a record year,
211 in autumn/winter: first W.W. 1 Sept 16th,
Ferring 1 Oct 25th for 3 days in garden. Goring Gap
Wood 2 Oct 30th, 3 there Nov 1st and 2 Nov h4th,
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Stump Bottom 3 Nov 11th, Cissbury 2 Nowv 27th, Sanc
1 Dec 4th, 1 killed by a cat in Dec in Steyning area.

SPQTTED FLYCATCHER - First one Goring Gap Wood May
11th, then 5 Cissbury May 28th. Pair bred Findon
church. Autumn total Cissbury 207 with reak of 60
Sept 3rd and 22 Sept 4th. Last bird Ferring Cect 1st.

PIED FLYCAICHER - No spring records. During autumn
q1 Ferring Rife Aug 27th and 28th; Cissbury singles
Sept 2nd, Sept 14th and Sept 15th; Sanc 1 Sept 15th;
Worthing 1 Sept 15th.

LONG TAILED TIT = Present 8mall Dole and Shaves Wood
all years Cissbury 1% June S8th and 15 there Oct
23rd, 17 Mill Hill Nov 21st.

MARSH TIT = Cissbury 2 April 1€th, 1 thers May 3rd.
Chanctonbury 4 April 412th. Autumn Cissbury 3 Sert
gth, 1 Sext 18th, 2 Oct Sth, 2 Dec 4th.

WILLOW TIT - 2 records, 1 Cissbury Sept 9th and 2
Henfield Dec 18th.

NUTHAZCH - Chanctonmbury 2 April 12th, W.P. & Dec

Ef-:h'.-!

TREE CHEEPER = Charictorbury 2 April “12th, Goring
Gap Wood 9 Jan 25th, High Salvington 1 Jan “th,
Sanc 1 Oct 9th. 9 located in 3 hrs walk TQ11
Steyning Nov 30th.

GREAT GREY SHRIKE - 1 Goring Gap Oct 15th (FJF).

JAY - Cissbury 95E April 24th and 11N May 7th,
Goring & Feb 2nd, Mill Hill 1 May Lth,

ROOK - Sompting Tip 500 Jan 20th.
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4>, CROW = Sompting Tip 300 Jan 20th.

STARLING — W.B. 405W Jan 9th - cold weather movement.
Airport 3,000 Feb 2nd and 10,000 Nov 11th, pre roost
assembly flockss

4L8, TREE SPARROW - W.W. 2 Jan 1st, Goring Gap 2 Jan 5th,
Upper Beeding 20 Jan 9th, W.W. 6 Feb 14th, Goring 6
Feb 13th, Mill Hill 5 March 23rd, A.L. 50 July 23rd,
Ferring 10W Oct 10, Goring Gap 7 Oct 15th, Mill Hill
£ Dec 26th.

451. CHAFFINCH - Durrington 60 Jan 16th. A.L. 7 pr breeding
55.1 hae Cissbury 300 Sept 20th, 200 there Nov 14th.

452, BRAMBLING - Goring Gap 1 Jan 1st, 18 there Jan 9th,
another site in Goring 20 Jan 16th. Cissbury 1
male in full song April 12th.

455. GREENFINCH - A.L. 6 prs breeding 55.1 ha. W.W. 30
Oct 1Gth; W.B. 170W in 20 mins Oct 19th; Ferring
200 Nov 17th, 90 there Nov 28th.

456. GOLDFINCH - Widely reported; W.W. 10 Jan 10th, 12
Sanc Feb 20th, 16 there March 17th, W.B. 24 May
13th. Cissbury 60 Aug 28th, Adur 55 Sept 22nd, Sanc
100 Sept 29th, W.W. Oct 8th, W.B. 165E Cct 12th,
Sane 12 Dec 25th.

457, SISKIN - Henfield 10 Jan 3rd and 8 there Jan 17th.
Goring Gap 10E Jan 11th, W.W. 1E Jan 12th, Sanc 2
March 2%rd. Cissbury 6W Oct 9th and 10W Oct 16th.

458, LINNET - W.B. spring passage 229E and ShW,. Cissbury

Z0 Aug 16th, 80 on Oct 11th; Adur 50 Sept 22nd;
Goring Gap 300 Oct &th. A.L. 14 prs bred on 55.71 ha.
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TWITE - Goring Gap 1 Jan 10th and 15th. Remainder
of records from Adur 10 Jan 10th, W.W. SE Jan 10th,
Adur 10 Feb 2nd, 7 March 3rd and April 1st and 6

there April 3rd. Autumn return to Adur 1 Nov 2nd,
6 there Dec 22nd.

REDPOLL - Goring Gap 4 Jan 10th, Sompting 1 Jan 21st,
Upper Beeding & Jan 28th to Feb Sth, Sanc 1 July 18th
(an early bird), F.B. 2W Oct 10th, W.B. 5W Oct 23rd.

SNOW BUNTING - A good year, 4 birds seen, the Harb
bird present from last Dec seen regularly Jan and
Feb, last on March 30th. A.L. 1 Jan Sth, East
Brighton Golf Course 1 Cct 7th, Eroocklands W calling
Dec 25th.

YELLOW HAMMER - Ciss 50 Jan 29th, 60 there Nov 28th.

REED BUNTING = Adur 124 Jan 10th (including one flock
100 on river bank), 1 Cissbury Jan 6th, Adur 10 Feb
2nd. A.L. 19 prs bred on 55.1 ha. W.B. 2W Oct 23rd.

CORN BUNTING - Cissbury 200 Jan 12th; W.W. 9 Feb 19th;
Cissbury 10 Feb 21st, 60 March 21st; Beeding Hill 40
July 23rd; Ferring Rife 115 Aug 28th; Adur 100 Sept
25th; Ciss 240 Dec 28th.

SULPHUR CRESTED COCKATOO - 1W W.B. May 9th.

Acknowledgements to Dr. John Newnham and Mike Hall for
seawatch data and to Mrs E Messer for invaluable
assistance in typing the list.

B.F. Forbes
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF MIGRANTS IN 1682

This feature has been compiled from records sent in by

local observers - abbreviations are the same as in

Notable Birds of the area.

.

Whimbrel Apr & W.B.
Common Sandpiper Apr 27 3B.Ma.
Sandwich Tern Mar 27 W.B.
Common/Arctic Tern Apr: 35 W.B.
Little Tern Apr 19 W.B.
Turtle Dove May 7 Cissbury
Cuckoo Anr 12 Cissbury
Swift Apr 26 Durrington
Sand Martin Mar 28 W.E.
Swallow Arr 5 W.B.

House Martin Apr 16 TUpper Beeding
Yellow Wagtail Apr 4 W.B.
Redstart Apr 23 B.Ma.
Whinchat Apr 23 B.Ma.
Wheatear Mar 14 G.B.
Fieldfare Cet 12 Ferring
Redwing Oct 9 PFerring

Grasshopper Warbler Apr 21 Cissbury
Sedge Warbler Apr 21 Adur

Common Whitethroat Apr 12 Cissbury
Lesser Whitethroat Apr 2% Cissbury
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Garden Warbler May 5 G.B. Oct 9 Sanc

Blackeap Apr 12 Cissbury Nowv 21 Ferring
Chiff-Chaff Mar % AJL. Cct A &

Willow Warbler Apr & S.R.E. Sept 14 Cissbury
Spotted Flycatcher May 171 G.B. Oct 10 Ferring

Exeluding pessible wintering birds.

EIF‘ F"
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1982

Ringing activities in the Shoreham area were sustained at
a high level durinz 1282 as the grand total eof 3952 birds
ringed clearly illustrates. Indeed 1982 was the seventh
successive year when the total exceeded 3000 wifh no year
prior to 1976 reaching this figure and only eight of
these years attaining even 2000 birds. The majority of
the birds were ringed as full grown individuals and only
2899 (%) as nestlings.

The hard labours in the unpleasant and frequently

freezing conditions of the local refuse tip rewarded the
gull group with a total of 1944 gulls. At the sanctuary
Dr. John Hewnham, with the help of Judith Baker and
Martin Banks trapped only 876 birds. The Steyning Ringing
Group, led by Phil and Brian Clay, were working with
'constant effort' at the Mumbles and added 654 to the
list. Blue Tit nestlings were the main passerine 'prey
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items' of Dr. Barrie Watscn as these comprised over half
of his total of 272 birds. Finally John and Catrina Barret
caught 206 varied species on the airfield during a short
tcliday in this area.

Below is a table of the 56 different species ringed:-

KoEtTelesesssssssasaassnnananannss

s [t e [ AP R R N

2lack Headed Gullecssssnnsasssasss
Common Gullessssssssansssnsnsananas
Lesser Black Backed Gullesessenass
Eerringe CGullesssssssssssansnsssnnns
Great Black Backed Gullesesscacsss
Weood ?i;EC‘ncq--.--;--a-------;----

CUCKODewsnsnssssssnsssssnsnsnansss

-y
o]
T

p=iL
P T
M 8P = % T AN O =

Ell-l:i.ft."‘--l-'l-....’l""'.-..'."‘
?;i:‘,gfisher...-..u-”--...n......
Great Spotted WoodpeCKeresesesasses
Sand Marfillessssssssssssssssssnnns

WL

Gt =3 =3 & 3

Zwal loWessssnssnsnssssssanasnannss
House MartiNesssssssssnsssnnansnsns
Ires E'ipit-o-q-4-------tn«o--f----
Headow Fif‘it----.----41-------1-----
Tellow wagtailﬁiiii--tilll!i---iii
Fied wa.gta.il-l'I.ilII‘--iIi'!-.I-l-id-ll
WrENesassnsssssnsnsssnssannsassdns

Dmﬂck.-‘||-...1|--.-i‘il'i‘-iiii

=
Cofd =
B~

FobhiNessssnnsssssssssssnassnannasss

:iiEhE:i-ﬂE&lE-------iiiinn-----ioinn 2
Bedstiarieassssnssnnansanasrasnsnnss 1
Whinchotesesssssssssssasnsnnsssnsns 1
WhHeateaueenssnnnsssnsnssnssssanns 3
BlockbhirQessssssssnsssnnsssannnnns 129’
Song ThruSfessssssnssssssssssnsnns 29
Redwing.....-g.---u--‘---.‘-."" 1
Mistle ThruZhesssssssscansssasasss 1
SE&EE Warblerissseascsassasennsnnnns EG
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Hﬂ'ed warbler."'."“.ii--.&.‘Ii- 1??

Lesser Whitethroft.ssssssssscsses 36
WhitethroBteaeessssesescssecsccass Lo
Garden Warbler.sassssasasas e 3
Blﬂck{:&'p--.-...‘.- -------- L 59
chiff{.‘-hﬂff-----t---t- -------- TEL) 6?
WilloW Warbler.scssesnssnrrevrvensy (L
GGldﬁI"EEt------.--.---.-....-.... 8

Firecrestesssssssssssnssnssnsnnns i
Spotted Flycatcherssssesssssnsnss 3
Long Tailed Titseesesssssss sonian 14
WillowWw Titeasssssssasssssnsansnns 1
Coal TiLessasssssssnens 2

Blue Titeccanesaacsass sesssensens Tk
Great Titiseesssbssssnscnanssnrsns 111
Tree EI‘EBPEI‘.‘.-------- ------ smaw &
Starlingessessissorsasoitobetiel 135
Gk‘.&ffinﬂh --------- EEss s s s s EE e E e 3‘1:'
GrEEﬂfiﬂGh;--«-----::-----------i 3

Gﬂldfiﬂ.ﬂh----vv---------t--quf--- g
LdNTES v s nen ey R N 15
Bulifinchesess T 28
Tellow H MBI w0 an e o a'e ?
Rered BUnbIngs siee ensssianasansnsiss =4
Corn Buntinp i iseiivsaniasssane 2

The Woodcock trapred in the sanctuary during December appears
to be the first for the area. Other notable points from

this table include a record number of Blue Tits ringed

and the highest number cf Whitethroats trapped since the

late 1950's; perhaps this latter species may be showing

some signs of a population recovery!l

RECOVERIES

1) Dunlin ringed Adult 23.11.76 River Adur
found dead 264,82 Vieux Conde Nord
France 275km.E.

This, our first French recovery, augments those
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descrited in 'Wader ringing on the Adur' ipn the 1976
report. - A

Elack Headed Gull In keeping with the past few years

this species have provided most recoveries and controls.
During 1982 details of 115 recoveries and 20 controls
were received and, as usual, a high proportion (64)
involved foreign movements.

The controls this year came from Great Britain (5),
Netherlands (3), Belgium (2), Denmark (1), Poland (2),
Lithuania (1), Estonia (5), and Finland (1).

The British recoveries were from Sussex (25),

Hampshire (3), Burrey (3), Kent (1), Greater London
(1), Essex (4), Devon (1), Warwickshire (2), Norfolk
(1), Yorkshire (1), Lincolnshire (1), and Cheshire (1).
Whilst abread, birds sre reported from the Netherlands
(13), France (4), Denmark (19), German D.R. (2), F.R.
Germany (1), Czechoslovakia (4), Sweden (7), Latvia
{3;]1 Uls-E-Hi {2]1 and Fin—.'.ﬂ.ﬂd {1?}-

Common Gull Graduslly a picture is emerging of the

movements of this species; during 1982 controls from

Finland (2) and recoveries from the F.R. Germany,
Sweden, Denmark, Belgium and the U.S5.3.R. provided
more information.

Herring Gull Movements of this species from this area
are less spectacular than the previous two species; a
control from the Netherlands and recoveries from
Sussex (8), Kent (2), Dorset (4), the Channel Islands
(2), and the Netherlands (1) contain no long distance
recoveries.

Great Black Backed Gull ringed Adult 12.11.81
Sompting Tip.
found dead 10.6.82 Honningsvag Finnmark
Norway 2615km.NE.
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This recovery in arctic Norway is joined by three
others from Sussex, Denmark and southern Norway.

House Martin ringed juv. 29.9.77 Shoreham Sanc.
controlled 20.8.82 Fazakerley
Liverpoel 343km.NW.

(see 1981 report for summary of House Martin movements
to date).

Pied Wagtail ringed juv. 30.6.82 Otley Yorkshire
controlled 14.10.82 Shoreham reed bed
353km.S.

Despite intensive ringing of this species over the
past few years this is only the second movement
recorded from cutside Sussex, the first in 1976 from
Surrey.

Blackbird ringed ad.F 2.12.78 Shoreham sanc.
found dead 29.11.52 Nerth Berwick Lothians

This, presumably a continental Blackbird, demonstrates
there is still an influx of migrant Blackbirds into
the sanctuary during late autumn and winter. 411
previcus distant recoveries of Blackbirds from
Shoreham were reviewed in the 1977 ringing report.

Reed Warbler Two females were controlled at Steyning
during May, both ringed in previous autumns, one
from Bedfont Quarry, Greater London and the other

from Lower Test Marsh Southampton. (see 1980 ringing
report).

Blackcap ringed juv. F. 24%.7.82 Shoreham Sanc.
controlled 4.9.82 Dungeness Kent 39km.E.

This recovery demonstrates the typical time of
emigration of British bred Blackcaps, continental birds
invariably not occurring in Sussex until October.
Blackcaps are infrequently recovered and this, only

the sixth recorded movement, joins controls from
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Sussex and East Germany. (see 1975 ringing report).

Chiffchaff ringed Ad. 14.8.82 3ishops Offley
Staffordshire
controlled 19.9.82 BShoreham sanc
26L4km.SE
(see 1981 ringing report)

Willow Warbler a juv. controlled at the ‘sanctuary
was ringed earlier in the year somewhere in South
Yorkshire, regretably no details are available yet.

Spotted Flycatcher ringed juv. 3.9.30 Shorsham Sanc
found dead 27.9.32 Ceuta Spannish
Morrocce 1711km.S.

This is our first significant movemen: recorded for
this species. There have been less than 20 rescoveries
»f British ringed Spotted Flycatchers in Africa, most,
like this are from North Africa during the autumn.

Starling ringed Ad.F. 175.1.81 West Worthing
found dead 30.4.82 Pyszaca Poznan
Poland 1218km.E.

Additionally there was a January recovery from
Horthfleet, Kent and a control of a winter ringed
bird from Plumpton.

Greenfinch There were several local recoveries the
most distant being 35km.NE to East Grinstead.

Reed Bunting ringed Ad. M 4.11.81 Shoreham reed bed
controlled 13.11.582 Banbury Oxon
15hkem . WiW.

By coincidence the last reccorded movement of this
bunting from Bhoreham was a female controlled also
at Banbury. (see 1978 ringing report).

As usual there were several other local recoveries
recorded. J.A. Newnham.
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SANCTUARY REPORT FOR 1982

A cold, flooded, often inhospitable place in the Winter,
the Sanctuary attracts few birds and even fewer cbservers.
This is the season for diverting energies into tasks like
coppicing, undergrowth clearance and fence repairing as
time spent spreading mist nets is seldom fruitful. The
cccasional cold snap produced unusual records of 30 Snipe
and 20 Fieldfare in the copse on Jan. 1%5th. The small
foraging flock of mixed finches ceontained at least 12
Goldfinches throughout January and it is pleasing to note
the diminutive Goldecrests survived both the harsh weather
and the talons ef the resident Sparrow Hawk. The winter
ropsts were unremarkable except on Jan. 3ist when at least
1CG0 Collared Doves were present.

A Chiffchaff on Mar. 14th heralded the Spring and by Mar.
27th, a glorious sunny day when Comma, Brimstone and
Tortoishell butterflies apreared, there were at least 7
Chiffchaffs frantically singing. The following day 2
Siskins passed through but all the other migrants slowly
arrived during April and May with no unusually early

dates or notable falls. The society's spring field outing
to the Sanctuary was destined to be a total disaster as

an early morning distant raptor remained unidentified and
noe birds were trapped; fortunately late in the morning a
magnificent White Bteork glided low ower Mill Hill and

was watched circling and rising in thermals generated from
the Adur ¥alley. A Jay on Apr. 29th was unexpected and
the Garden Warbler and Hobby on June 5th and 19th
respectively were presumably late spring migrants.

lio breeding season counts or surveys were done this year.
The Autumn started dry warm and promising particularly
after a Nightingale was trapped on July 4th and an early
Redpoll seen on July 18th. The number of warblers
escalated dramatically throughout the month with peaks
of 22 Willow Warblers and 11 Blackcaps trapped on July
24th, By this time water was becoming scarce and many
different species were being attracted to the stream to
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drink. Unfortunately the nearby cattls were also attracted
+o the water and shade of the copsej a succession of ‘break-
ins' during late July effectively destroyed the drinking
pools, undergrowth and reed beds. Thereafter August was
most disappointing for birds although the variety and
number of butterflies seemed greater than previous years.
Ssotember continued in the same vein with seldom more than
2 dozen Blackcaps or Chiffchaffs in the copse on any day.
There were no large hirundine movements recorded, the low
veak of 8 Whinchats occurred on Sept. 2%th and the only
noteworthy flock of finches was 100 Goldfinches on the

sare date. A few warblers lingered later than usual with
2 Willow Warblers trapped on Sept. 22nd, a Garden Warbler
on Oct. Oth and a Chiffchaff on Cct. 27th. Throughout
autumn Sparrow Hawk, Grey Wagtail, Green and Great Spotted
Woocdpeckers were seen regularly but the orly unusual
sightings were a Pied Flycatcher on Sept. 15th and 30
Shovelers on Sept. 29th.

A c¢ombined Sussex 0.5. and Shorenam D.C.5. meeting on
Nov. 13th visited the copse and a good gpportunity was
nresented to compare Kestrels and Sparrow Hawk in Flight
a5 well as a chance to see some common species, including
Redwing, being trapped and ringed.

The wet weather continued through late autumn into winter
and scon the Sanctuary was flooded, perhaps this attracted
& Woodcock and Grey Wagtail on Dec. 4th. The mildness

was of benefit to small birds; a large party of tits,
partisularly Long-tailed Tits, could be found and with
these up to % Goldecrests, a Firecrest on Dec. 4th and 2
Chiffchaffs until the end of the year.

I would like to record the society's thanks to the staff
of 8.W.A. for their co-operation throughout the year.

J-A.. NE'JI:Iha.I:I'I-
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STEYNING RINGING GROUP REPQRT 1982

Cver the years the activities of the Group have been
summarised under the title of the Strivens Reed Bed
Report, but since the demise of that site and the group
setting up shop on the adjoining plot; henceforth known
as 'The Mumbles', the title of these reports has now
been altered. Apart from the main site the group alsc
works various cther sites at Wyckham, & mile north of
the Mumbles, Wiston Park and members'gardens.

In additicn to the main ringing report (see page 35)
a totals list for the group os aprended below showing
the numbers of birds rung at the various sites.

The habitat at the Mumbles has been well described in
previous reports. Wyckham however is a small 1 acre
reed bed with a hedgegrow of Goat Willow, an old Withy
and some open water. The site is owned by a local
farmer, Mr Roger Millman, and is msnaged by wildfowlers
wheo have the shooting rights over the area. We are
grateful to both for their kind permission to operate
the site.

The site has the benefit of being more central to the
Adur levels. It is situated at & point where the old
railway line now ends. To the north the line still acts
as a passage route for migrating passerines but, to the
South, between Wyckham reed bed and the Mumbles where
the line used to enter a cutting which has since been
filled in, the birds moving South disperse across the
valley towards Beeding. Hence at Wyckham we pick up
more Chiffchaffs on passage, plus Redstart and Spotted
Flycatcher. However this site is not so good for sylvia
warblers = a reflection on the habitat.

Whilst ringing at Wyckham sight records have included
four 'comic'! terns flying south down the valley,
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Greenshank, Snipe, Cormorant and Wheatear.

The site provides a useful comparison to the Mumbles
and can be cperated with one person with a maximum of
three nets, whersas the Mumbles requires a minumum of
three people and 600 feet of net.

We have now completed three years of ringing at the
Mumbles and this year the breeding population of Reed
werblers reached its lowest level with a proven 11 pairs
compared with 26 pairs in 1980 and 1% in 1981, representing
a L7% drop from 1980 tc 81 and 22% from &1 to 2. Other
btreeding species are shown below.

TOTALS OF BREEDING SPECIES AT THE MUMBLES

El ﬂkbirﬁ---‘-----d-- I:ﬂr‘:.g"'tailed Eit-v---vvnnl 9
Elﬂ_c:ﬂ:a?...'-p--s.-i Reed Bunting.------- ----- 2
EBlu= Tit-q----iiicn- Rgtiﬂltolln--q ------- -w e 2.

Bullfinchessssssnsss
DuNNoCKusssssannaans
Garden WarbleTesssss
Great Titeeescsssnnna
Lln-nEt.'!I-.'.I".‘-'

Sef‘.ge Narblercaesanansaass LI'
Eﬂﬂg Thr‘uEh-----.----‘--s LI'
Willow Warblerseses. sanea 2

Wrehessessssnsnsns sanasss 1
Hhitethrmt--tiiiiiilI'i! 1

=3 3 =8 PO P Oy

Whilst Reed Warblers have shown a decline Sedge Warblers
have increased to four pairs from two; pessibly a

reflection on a changing habitat in favour of Sedge
Warbler as the resd bed continues to dry out.

Eleven pairs of Reed Warbler and one pair of Sedge
occupied Wyckham reed bed but this site lacks the
surrounding scrub and Alder vegetation that the Mumbles
has, so the diversity of species is much more restricted.

Cur oldest Reed Warbler JV32993 returned for a seventh

year arriving on or before the first trapping date of
May 9th and by May 16th had already occupied a nest
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site and was sitting, whereas other birds took at least
two weeks to pair up. Her mate of the years up to 1280
did return this jyear, and this presumasbly accounted for
JV32993's absence in 1981 when she was trapped at Bramley
in Surrey and proved to be breeding. GShe was originally
ringed on 20th July 1975 as a first year, probably having
been raised in Strivens 3eed Bed, and this shows a very
int=resting example of birds returning to their natal
area to breed.

Visitors to the Mumbles during the winter includesd a
Woodeock on 23th January brought in by the cold weather
and a Golderest trapped on the 7th March at a very low
weight of 4.9 grams. By the 15th March signs of spring
were on their way with Lesser Celandine coming into
flower with the Primroses and Small Tortoisesnell
feeding off them. A Water BRail was observed by the side
of the pond while two Canada Geese flew over and female
Mallard swam across the water on the 20th. Over Esster
a small hide was constructed overlooking the pond
enabling us to get a close look at the activities in and

around the rond, but the only thing that came near was
a Moorhenl!

First of all the spring migrants to arrive was the uszual
Chiffchaff on the 4th April followed by its close relative
the Willow Warbler on the &th. By the 23rd April Reed and
Sedge Warblera had arrived as well as Whitethroat. A
Nightingale was around and singing on the 230th May. On
the 29th we checked the 12 nestboxes at Wiston and were
disappointed to find that cnly three were cccupied,
possibly due to mortality during the severe winter. For
the first time one box was occupied by Great Tits who
raised 10 young. The two pairs of Blue Tits had clutches
of 13 and 10 eggs, both high, reflecting the availability
of food due to a low breeding population.

By the end of July signs of passage weres beginning with
Green Sandpiper, Cuckoo and Spotted Flycatchers appearing.
Willow Warblers were moving through by the 12th August,
with a Yellow Wagtail and a Kingfisher on the 28th.

(44)




TABLE 2

RINGING ANATLYSIS

SEECIES WISTON MUMBLES WYCKEAM OTHERS TOTALS

P |[Ad | P |Ad P |Ad P |Ad |B |Ad |TOT
Cuckoo - |=1 =11 = | = il == ] 1
Kingfisher - | =] =11 - | = = (TR S G 1
Great Spot.Wpkr| = |-| = | 2 - = - =|=12 2
Ewallow - - - - - i | - - | = 1 1
Wren - - - |15 - | 2 - = |15 15
Dunnock - | =] = |35 -1 5 21 =|3 |#0 | 45
Robin - - - | 9 ¥ 3 | e b2l a2
liightingale - | =1 =11 - = - =|=11 1
Bedstart - - - - - 1 - - | = 1 1
Elackbird - | = - | 26 -| = 10 | = 10 |26 | 36
Song Thrush Lol MR S (5 -1 -] =]|=[22 | 12
Mistle Thrush - - - - - - 1 - |1 - 1
Sedge Warbler - | =] =% -1 - | = =% | i1
Reed Warbler - | =] =M - | 51 = | =|=fi22 |122
Lsr.Whitethroat| = | =] - | 6 - & -| =|=]1C0 | 10
whitethroat - =1 =119 -| 8 -| =|=127 | 27
Garden Warbler - - - 2 - = - == 2 2
Blackecap - | =] =] -] - = == | 1
Chiffchaif - | =] = i -| B - == 7 7
Willow Warbler | - - - | 28 - |17 - - | = |45 | 45
Goldcrest - - - 1 -] = - == 1 1
Sottd.Flyctehy | = | =} =} = -1 2 - =|=1]2 2
Leng-tailed Tit| = | = | = | & -] = SR (e (R e Ut
Willow Tit - =] = 1 - = - == 1 1
BElue Tit B |- - |65 -|23 - = pﬁ 88 | 124
Great Tit 10 | =] - |48 -1 2 21 =h7 |50 | &7
Treecreeper Ca (R (L - -1 1 - =|=1] 4 L
Chaffinch - | = -1 5 - = R I [ 3
Greenfinch - | =1 =] 6 - - -| == 6 6
Goldfinch - =] -1 -| 5 -| =|=| & 6
Linnet -1 = -1 5 - | 2 - == 7 7
Bullfinch = =1 =M - = - =|=111 11
Tellowhammer - = - - - 1 - - = 1 1
Reed Bunting - = =] & -1 19 - =|=123]| 23
TOTALS b6 | -| =-p22 | -p6s | 21| =67 pB7 | 654
Note: P = Pullus; Ad = Adult




Chiffehaffs were still being recorded on the 19th
September when the first Corn Buntings assembled for the
winter roost., Male and female Sparrowhawks were seen on
several occasions moving in on the roost and up to four
Green Sandpipers were present on the stream and ditches
apcund the site. A pair of Willow Tits were trapped

in December, one being previcusly ringed in 1978.

So the year had its highlighte and disappointments

wut whatever happens to the resi bed, the site will
continue t2 vrovide useful information. After another
twa years study = full analysis of the variation of

ropulations over the jears will be carried out.
My thanks again fo Mr Millman for permission to ring

at Wyckham and to Mr Goring for allowing the nestboxing
at Wiston.

P.J. Clay
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THE ADUR LEVELS

Uptil 1969 the Adur Levels were very mich a neglected area
with the only records being s rather vague Yup to 200 on
marshes at Steyning, Sept 29th" as in the 1968 report.
Wildfowl, Lapwing and Snipe went unrecorded as did ether
incedental species.

Following the demise of the Shoreham to Horsham railway,
the route became a regular haunt for my brother and my-
self when we were beginning our birdwatching.

The area I call tne Adur Levels lies North of the A2E3

at Bramber. For the first mile they extend up between
Steyning and Beeding reaching Small Dole to the Bast and

(u8)




the farmsteads of Wyckham to the West and then on for a
further mile to the ancient manor of Streatham where the
old railway crosses the River Adur, exactly on the grid
line between TQ11 and TQ21. The width of the flood plain
narrows here but & valley extends in an oxbow from the
river to just south of the West End Lane cottages at
Henfield.

ot far from my back door a typieal walk commences &t the
hunpbacked bridge at Beeding. I take a path northward
along wither riverbank up to the grey bridge that takes

the footpath from Kings Barn in Steyning across to Beeding
Church. A look across the marshes from the bridge toward
Bramber Castle can be worthwhile as numbers of Bnipe,
together with Lapwing are usually present. The fields

are dissected by a wide drainage .channel called the Reed
Duitch where up to 200 wagtails roost in the Autumn. Barn
Owls can somebimes be seen hunting over these water meadows.

Continuing northward along the west bank from the grey
bridge the brooks of Kings Barn Farm to the left are lined
with Hawthorn and reeds providing a valuable high-density
breeding habitat for R=ed and Sedge Warblers together
with Reed Bunting, Yellowhammer and other species.

About a mile further on a pylon line converges on the

river, (one of the pylons providing up to 40 Cormorants
with a roosting site) and over to the west lie Wyckham
BErooks, the main area for wintering wildfowl and Snipe.

The numbers of duck are very variable from year to year and
depend on the amount of surface water on the fields. The
peak counts for species have been; 44 Bewicks Swans, 78
Canada Geese, 400 Wigeon, 5C0 Teal, 250 Mallard, 30
Shoveler and 28 Pintail with Gadwall occassionally present
and Garganey recorded on spring passage.

Golden Plover and up to 1000 Snipe can also be seen here
and sometimes Ruff and Jack Snipe. Green and Common
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Sandpipers inhabit the muddy edges of the brooks and the
river. In the Spring Snipe can be heard drumming over
the area and Redshank usually breed. Last Summer I was
delighted to see a pair of Blue Headed Wagtails at this
point. Whimbrel, Curlew, Spotted Redshank and Greenshank
have also been recorded on the levels.

The river turns due east before turning northward again,
rast Small Dole rubbish tip to the East. It's worth
checking the gulls on the tip because Glaucous, Mediterr-

anean and yellow-legged Herring Gulls have been recorded
hera.

Only a short distance is Streatham Bridge where there is
3 choice of route. MNeorthwest along the river lies
Wyckham Wood with a heronry of up to nine nests. Herons

can always be seen along the brookside fishing or standing
motionless below hedgerows.

Northeast from Streatham the line runs to Henfield. About
a = mile from Streatham, just into the first cutting, a
gate on the west side overlooks the Henfield brooks; yet

a further area to study for wintering wildfowl.

Southward from Streatham the old railway line heads back
toward Steyning. The marsh at Streatham was formerly

a good area for wildfowl but hasn't been of much interest
of late. Two years ago two Black-tailed Godwit were
observed in this area. The line then enters a low
cutting, the site of an old badger sst. The banks are
covered with bramble and provide a very good habitat for
migrating passerines; sylvia warblers in particular can be
seen along here. Across Wyckham Marsh the embankment

has been removed as far as Wyckham Reed Bed (described
in the Steyning Ringing Group Report) but a bridleway
connects the old railway track with Kings Barn Lane near
Wyckham and one can walk back down the lane to the Kings

Barn area of Steyning to complete a circular tour of the
ared.
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The area has its delights at every season; but for me the
most enjoyable time is when, on an icy evening with the
marshes floocded, the wildfewl flight in. The Levels may
be of small importance compared to other sites but it is
cur local area and has given me many hours of pleasure.
The unexpected can still give those rare moments as when,
just five minutes from my home, virtually every bird cover
Kings Barn Farm tock flight 25 a Red Kite winged its way
southward down the valley. Let us hops there will be many
such instances and that they will be recorded by the
inereasing number of watchers covering the area.

P.Js Clay
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SERING SEA-WATCE REPQRT SHOREHAM/WORTHING 1982

As in previous years this report deals with visible
migration of sea birds and other species past the
Worthing/Shoreham beaches between January 1st and May
E"IS‘G -

The majority of the cbservations have been made by:-
J. Newnham, B. Clay, C. Fox and M. Hall at West
Worthing, plus F. Forbes and R. Sandison.at Goring.

Additional contributions at other sites, from Shoreham
by Sea to Ferring appear in the complete list of
contributors.

As is usually the case most records refer to easterly
movement. In comparison with other years this report
contains more records of westerly-moving birds; this

reflects a change in recording practice rather than a
change in bird behaviour.

This spring the sea was watched for 410 hours with many
synchronous watches involving up to eight people. Monthly
watching totals were as follows:=-
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NO.
CF

s &%

60

B¥ &3

10

Jan/Feb. 55 March 25. 75. ®April 202. 50
May 128. 75.

This total represents an increase of 10.4% over the 1981
Tigure and reflects the continuing interest in sea-
watching. It perhaps also reflects the improved comm-
unication system whereby watchers may be called out to
cover important movements. Perhaps CB Radio and
personal bleepers will become as much part of the sea=-
watchers armoury as binoculars, 'scope znd noteboolkl!

TOTAL NUMEER OF HOURS WATCHED

JAN/ 1=10 11=20 21=31 1=10 11-20 21=30 1=-10 11-20 21-31
FEB MARCH AFRIL MAT
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RATE OF TOTAL PASSAGE IN BIRDS/HOUR

60

R
IR

5% & 38

10

]

JAN/ 1=-10 11-20 21=31 1=-10 11=20 21-30 1-10 11=20 21-31
FEB MARCH APRIL MAY

The spring season was ncteworthy for an excellent passage
of Bar-tailed Godwits which gave exciting watching during
the latter part of April. Less happily the year will be
remembered for low numbers of Common/Arctic Terns,

Common Scoter and Brent Geese.

The rarest bird of the season was a Long Tailed Skua seen
by FJF off Goring on April 6th. In a further hat-trick of
Skua firsts he also saw the first Great Skuas on January
7th, the first Arctic Skuas on March 31st and finally an
extremely early Pomarine on April 17th.

The season started with great excitement as there were

record numbers of Diver species present in the Channel.
The numbers had been building up at the end of 1981 and
veaked in January 1982 with 518 being recorded in
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January and February, that is almeost three times the
nurber recorded in the entire 1981 spring season.

The early months also provided some good cbservations
of Brent Goose passage with 657 passing east. This
eventually proved to be 60% of the season's total.

Cther early hish spots were 6 Scaup on January 10th
(JAN), and 5 Mediterranean Gull, 4E and 1W seen
separately by JAN and FJF. Great Crested, Red-necked
and Black-nescked Grebes were recorded, as wers 8 Little
Fulls and 143 Kitiivake.

Perhaps the most unexpected observation of the period was
the flock of 324 Bar-tailed Godwits which flew esast past
a rather startled JAN on January 9th.

March was generally a guiet month although Erent passage
was regular and Diver were well reported in the first
ten-day periocd. The number of hours watched declined a
little but there was still enough coverage to locate
anpgther Mediterranean Gull, the first S2ndwich Tern
which arrived off Widewater on March 27th and the first
Arctic Skuaz.

April was perhaps the prime monbth with a record 202.50
hours watched and 10500 birds recorded (excluding the
common gulls). Tern passage centinued with the first
Common/Arctic on the Lth and the first Little Tern on
the 19th. Sandwich Tern migration reached a peak in
the middle period when 1188 birds passed in ten days.
Fulmar numbers peaked at the end of the month, more
Little Gulls were recorded and at least thres more
Mediterranean Gulls were sSeen.
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RATE CF PASSAGE IN 10 DAY PERIODS, SELECTED BIRDS

(Jan & Feb represented as one 10 day pericd)

Common Scoter

= —F T ujes

JAN/ 1=10 11=-20 21=31 1-10 11=20 21=30 1=10 11=-20 21=31
FEB MARCH APRIL MAY

Brent Goose

——

JAN/ 1=10 11=20 21=31 1=10 11=20 21=30 1=10 11=20 21=31
FEB MARCH APRTL MAY

Sandwich Tern

—_— =

JAN/ 1-10 11-20 21-31 1-10 11-20 21-30 1-10 11-20 21-31
FEB MARCH APRIL MAY
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Wader passage accelerated and during the month the
watchers were rewarded with two great delights of sea-
watching: occcasional rarities and large flocks of the
commoner species. Of the more uncommon birds the most
noteworthy were the Avocet on the 4th, the Little
Ringed Plover on the Sth and £ih and the Greenshank
moving east on the 26th.

The final periocd of April with winds mainly from FNE,

was dominated by a deluge of Bar-tailed Sodwits, which
totalled 3525 birds in ten days, giving a monthly figure
of 439%., The 27th proved to be the peak 1193 birds in
7«75 hours. This is not a huge figure when compared

to the 2000 plus in a day in 1280, but it was a memorable
experience for those who strained toc see, identify and
count the flocks which sometimes appeared as smoke-like
wisps dancing along the horizen.

May arrived with fresh west winds giving RIS a view of

o Manx Shearwater moving west on the 3rd. Arctic Slkuas
were much in evidence with 22 in the first three days,
including 11 on the 3rd which proved to be the daily
maximum for the season. Gannets were alsoc regular with
a peak ten-day periocd count of 51E and 26W.

The first Black Tern was Trecorded oo the 2nd but other
tern passage remained unexceptional until the middle
period when peak numbers of Common/Arctic, Little and
Black tern were recorded. Although the much anticipated
late flood of 'Commics' (Common/Arctic Terns)} did not
materialise there was an impressive cassage on the 15th
when a little over 700 passed in twe after-lunch surges.
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RATE OF PASSAGE IN 10 DAY PERIODS, SELECTED BIRDS
(Jan & Feb represented as one 10 day period)

Common,/Arctic Tern

Birds 30
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The middle of the month alse saw the peak passage of
many of the small waders and an unusual sighting of a
Little Stint which gave excellent views to the assembled
Worthing watchers as it moved east on the 11th.

Pomarine Skuas made their major aprearance between the
10th and the 15th of May with an impressive pack of 14
off Worhting and later at Widewater on the morning of
the 13th.

During the last period of May there was something of

a feeling of anticlimax as it became evident that a final
flood of Common/Arctic Terns was not to be. Nevertheless
interest was maintained by a regular wader passage and
moderate numbers of terns which were still passing when
systematic watching was concluded on May 31st.

References: Shoreham Ornitholgical/District Ornithelogical
Society Reports 1977 = 1981
Sussex Bird Report 1981
'The Birds of Sussex' = M. Shrubb.
Acknowledgements: Thanks are due to the ceontributors for
recording and tabulating their reports

and to Miss W Cliver for typing the
retort.

M.P. Hall

Eds notei= Space prevents a systematic list from
being included here. However details
have been included in the main systematic
list and the seawatch details can be
provided separately on request.
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SELECTED DAYS SEAWATCHING TOTALS WINTER/SPRING 1982

DATES JAN JAN JAN MAR APR Al'R AR APR APK AFR APR [AFR
3 12 13 6 Iy 5 17 18 az 25 26 27
il 2 | #| 3| a|&| 6| A|R|AR|7 | R]| &
WIND S55W NE | ENE | 85 SE | E8E | ENE | ENE SE [NE=-SW| NE | NE
DIRECTICN 5 % h 5 2=5 2 H=b 2 1-2 |2 2 h 5
Diver Sp. 107 | 134 6% 5% L 14 3 5 3 2 i 5
Brent Gse 19 - 2 70 18 ~, 2l o = 1 = g
Eider - - - i 5 57 22 | 184 6 - - -
C.Scoter 7 - = 6 | 305 | 248 Iy 05 35 | 104 30) o
G.Plovr - - - - 1 = 3 2 % 17 P 2
Sanderling - - - - - .= - Z g = 34 i
Dunlin - - - - - - - 23 1 o - =
Bar-t Gdwt - = - - 2 2| 128 80 | P84 | h63x | 46k p193
Whimbrel - - - - - - Lq 55 a8 85 30 6
Arctic Sku - - - - - fy 1 - 1 1 - -
Pomrne Sku - - - = = = 1 = = = - s
Little G11 2 - - = % = - = a = i =
Sandwch Tn - - - - 778 | 318 a9 36 1 139 | 06| 10
Common/
Arctic Trn - - - - i 22 2 - a2l 10 18| 12
Little Trn - - - = - - = * = = s =
Black Tern - - - e - = - = - L = i
Auk Sp. 18 63 & % - 12 % 1 - - - -
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AUTUMN AND WINTER SEA-WATCHING DURING 1982

For the seocnd successive year this stretch of the Sussex
coast has been watched regularly during the late part of
the year to record the ccastal movements of sea and coast-
line birds. A brief account of the watch in 1981 wa
published in the Shoreham D.0.S. report and for several
years the spring coastal migrations have been also
documented., This report for the autumn of 1952 draws

soma similarities and compariscns with these earlier
watches.

Betwzen August and December nine observers watched the

sea on 121 different days; the log totalled 182 hours

with the lowest watch of 8 hours on November 6th. This
represents far fewer hours watching than in recent springs
but the number of days with sample watches was about the
same. The table 1. reveals how the watching effort was
constant throughout the sesson, far more so than the
markedly fluctuating effort noted in most recent springs.

The grand total of 10,385 birds (excluding commoner gull
species) moving westward and 1223 recorded flying eastward
zives an overall rate of about 64 birds passing for

each hour watched, This although lower than typical
springs, was greater than that recorded in the spring of
1282 and marginally better than that noted during the
autumn and winter of 1981. The Brent Goose was the most
numerous spacies recorded and after an obviously
successful breeding season the large number of flocks
sontained many juvenile birds. Indeed the record total of
o267W represented 60% of all birds moving westwards;
hitherto, no one species has so dominated autumn or spring
sea watches.

Like most seasons, 1982 will be remembered for the three

or four days when large movements were obvious, justifiably
so as over 50% of the season's total was noted on just
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l days. The first of these, on Cctober 15th followed a
week of exceptional passerine falls on the east coast and
memorable sea watches arounu the eountry. COnly 2 days
vreviously at Sheringham, on the North Sea, some 200
Avetie Skuas were noted and on the same day, but the
other side of the country at St. Ives, Little Shearwater,
Bridled Tern and Mc'Cormick's Skua were =szen amongst
bumpsr movements of other sea birds. The weather on the
previcus day was sunny with light H.W. winds; a very
deep Aflantic depression proceeded eastward through

the English Channel overnight so by first light a fresh
5u5.E. wind was blowing and by mid morning a southerly
gale made watching most difficult. By this time it was
obvious that an impressive movement of suabirds was
taking place, slthough not reaching the rinnacle set oy
cther stations, the day produced local r=cords of 85
Gannets, 22 Arctic Skuas and 3 Bonxies along with Little
and Mediterranean Gulls ard a host of ofther tirds.
Interestingly the Arctic Skuss noted fram Worthing were
moving both east and west (12E and 10W): whereas at
Selsey the predominant movement of 24 Skuas was westerly
and at Beachy Head on the following morning 40 Arctic
Skuas were Tlying eastwardl

The follewing weskend showed a marksd contrast with

warm sunny weather and little wind to stir sesbirds

into mevement. Surprizingly cver the weekend a constant
stream of Brent Geese passed westward, the weekend log
tally came to 2986 by ths evening of October 24th.
Curiously few Brent Gease were r=corded from other South
Coast sea watching stations although 'hundreds' were
noted passing Cap Griz Yez in France and 'thousands'
cassed inland cver Siddlesham Ferry on October 23rd.
This movement was the earliest and largest recorded in
this area; and apart from over 1200 Brent Geese moving
westward orn October 26th 1530, most recorded movements
have been in liovember and again in December if prompied
by cold weather.

By early November the wind was blowing softly from the
Southeast; conditions which in the Spring would lead to
compulsive watching. However, surprisingly little was




moving until the winds suddenly freshended and a change

in the weather was imminent on November 6th. This

morning, again a Saturday, saw another avalanche of

Erent Geese moving close inshore westward or south
westward in company with a good selection of marsh

and sea ducks.

witness.
160
140
lg. of 120
birds
passing
westward 100
per hour
in 10
day 8o
periods
60
m
20

Altogether a most memorable sight to

Aug

Sepk
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After three very good weekends the remainder of the year,
although interesting, was an anticlimax. The =ffects of
these few days can be clearly seen in table 1. snd in the
histogram of birds passing the beach per hcur watched.

A closer lock at the table, perhaps alongside that for
1931, reveals a marked diffsrence in the movements
recorded in December. The severe cold of December
1231 encouraged Shelduck and Wigeon to move westward,
both clearly in fewer numbers in the mildness of 1982.
Likewise the cold weather may have been partially
responsible for the rresence of large numbers of divers
and auks in the English Channel during 1981; they too
were noted in fewer numbers in 1982. The complexities
of movements of these sea birds will reguire several
years of observation to elucidate the reasons more
clearly. Similarly, Kittiwaske numbers in the Charmmel

luctuate considerably and, typically, movements occur
with increasing onshore winds following periods of
settled weather.

The table also depicts the arrival of Red breasted
Mergansers to these shores; initial movements are
exclusively westward and are undoubtedly migratory but
as the wintering floek arrives go more birds are noted
moving eastward, thus by December probably only local
movements are being recorded as east bound birds are
about egual to those flying west.

Unlike 1981, records were gathered during 1982 for
August and Septexber and these clearly show the slow
but steady westward movement of terns; the rates of
movement are clearly slower than typical spring
migrations as shown in the following =nalysis.

Aug/Sept 82 Apr/May 82 Apr/May 81 Apr/May 80

Sandwich
Tern

Commen/ 346 548 T7e7 39.5
Arctic Tern
No. of birds noted per hour watched.

S 12.9 5.8 10.8




As in the spring waders were recorded regularly but in
markedly smaller numbers except for Oystercatcher and
Tuniin. The former was recorded moving westward mainly
in August when 84% of the 176 total were noted and the
reak perieod for Dunlin fell between mid-October and
early November when 8% of the 296 were recorded. The
movements of waders ars even further complicated by
roosting sovements which are certainly in evidence by
Cctober and again require further investigation.

Like 811 long sea watches a number of 'spicy' birds
were recorded in late 1982; such species as Velvet
Scoter, Goldeneye, Long=tailed Duck, Manx Shearwaters,
hvocets and Csprey were definitely noted, others like
Scoty Shearwater, Long-tailsd Bkua and Gull-billed
Terns are considered as possibly seen. MNeedless to
say, like the spring watches, I suspsct the zutumn
watching is heres for a few more years.

More details of records can be found in the systematic
list of species and in the table of selected sea
watching days.

Contributors: M. Banks F.J. Forbes K. MNoble
E-R- cl&:f H-P- Hﬂll HiJi Saﬂd.iﬂﬂn
Ceds Fox Je.A. Newnham D. S8mith

J.lAs Newnham
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SEI LANKA = AN ORNITHOLOGICAL HONEYMOON

During the winter of 1980 my wife and I decided to visit
Sri Lanka for our honeymoon. We had carried out a fair
samount of research in the months leading up to our
wedding, initially in studying holiday brochures as to
the cost, availability and, above gll, feasibility of
an unusual venue for the holiday of a 1ife=time.

After careful scrutiny we decided upon 3ri Lanka, as

it appeared to fill all the criteria for a holiday to
remember. It is an island ef richly varied landscapes;
lush jungle and rolling hill-country, brilliant green
tea plantations and, of course, palm fringed beaches.

In addition, an island which could boast a population of
20,000,000 people fifteen centuries ago and had shrunk
to a figure of only 2,000,000 by 1860 must have a great
deal of cultural heritage to offer. We decided to base
ourgelves at Kandy situated at an altitude of 1,000 feet
and in a good central location from which we could

make e¥cursions further afield.

Besides the obvious arrangments that one makes, I was
keen to discover as much as I could about the avifauna
of the island bvefore our departure. For available
literature, without doubt the Bird Bookshop run by the
Scottish Ornithologists Club, offers the best advice.
I was lucky for two bocks were in print and available:
A Guide to the Birds of Ceylon by G.H. Henry and an
Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Ceylon by W.W.A.
Phillips, both authors having spent many years in the
country during colonial times.

At last the day arrived - our flight from Heathrow

lasted thirteen hours which inclluded a stop at Bahrain.
From the moment our plane touched down at Bandaranaike
Airport we were met by an avian reception committee.

Pond herons were spied from the aeroplane windows walking
stealthily alcng the grassy areas surrounding the runways,
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while House Crows sat around nonchalantly perched on any
suitable object, whether a baggage trolley or even a
suitcase i1

We were socn through Customs and were quickly united with
our Taxi which was to take us on an eighty mile journey
up into the hills to our hotel gt Kandy. The Jjourney
provided us with a wealth of early impressions. The
roads were narrow and the journey slow due to the
competition with bullock carts and mopecs for road space,
but the gentle pace gave us ample opporfunity to take

in pur surrcundings. We rassed frond thatched mud
dwellings scattered among the palm groves; sccasionally
more substantial tungalows, a relic of colonial days

and in desperate need of a coat of paint, arnd more cften
opensided workshops and business prerises carrying out
every conceivable trade or craft. After = four hour
isurney and as dusk was nearing we reached our hotel.

Next morning I awoke %o & guite uniamilisr dawn chorus
and spent the next two hours on the balcony of our
room, by breakfast time I had added fourteen species

to my list. OCur first three days were spent expvlering
our immediate surroundings as there was so much to see.
We found the locals very friendly but were never able

to explore alone, always pecple would appear and offer to
show us something of interest - their extra pair of eyes
often most useful and on more than one occasion 1 was
grateful for their presence - especially when a Cobra
appeared only ten feet away from us.

Once we had familiarised ourselves with our surroundings
we decided to hire a car and travel north where the
countryside become flatter and offered a ccoplete

change of habitat. Our journey tock us through a land=-
scape of paddy fields and many tanks (man-uade lakes),
greenish mauve, with water hyacinth covering their
surface. The tanks produced birds in abundance; Little
Cormorants and Indian Shags were plentiful, whilst the
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Darter was never far away. Overhead the Brahminy Kite
and Crested Hawk=-Eagles were regularly recorded. BEy
mid-aftcerncon we reached our destination, a Government
run hotel on the edge of a large tank at Polonnaruws.

Frem our hotel bedroom window we had commanding views
over the water and were able to watch Grey-Headed
Fishings Eagle and & single White-=tellied Sea Hagle
lazily guarter tec and fro in search of a discarded
morsel provided by the many fishing folk who made their
living there. The birds which gave me much pleasure
ners were the waders., Green Sandpipers wers abundant.
How nice 1t was toc recognise 8 familiar gall. Blacke
Winged 8tilt, March Sandpipers Lesser Jolden Flover

and Hed Wattled Lapwings were also recorded.

From our base in Kandy we also travelled tc the tea
country where tea plantations abounded between zan
sltitude of 2,000 s=d 7,000 fest, the hardy plants
thriving on sur and rain, Alas this monoeulture
excluded most species of birds; only the uncultiyated
gullies, lkmeown as sheolas, hartoured birds In any
numbers. We spent one night at Nuwara Eliya - the
landscape is heayily timbered with some fine Cypresses
particulsrly vrominent. I was keen to visit this area
for two high altitude endemic species could be found, the
Yellow=eared Bulbul and Hill White=eye. I was lucky
to take vhotographs of each.

We left Nuwara Eliya and travelled to the south ¢f the
island and stayed at Tissamsharama, a town dominated by
a towering Dagoba, which dates from the second century
Bu.C. We visited the Tissa Wewa Sanciuary, an area of
vast tanks, where catile wade far into the shallow
water and terns fly white against the backdrop of
distant mountains. Felicans sail overhead with little
regard for the Crested Serpent Eagle or Grey-Headed
Fishing Esgles which were often present. Back at the
resthouse we relaxed on the balcony and counted the
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many species of water birds flying back to roost. In
addition, huge numbers of Rose-Ringed Parakeets passed
noisely overhead. We counted 10,000 in about twenty
minutes and still waves passed over. We were very sad
to leasve this paradise and travel back to Kandy.

The third week of our heliday was spent at a beach-side
hotel near Negombo on the west coast, where we relaxed
after & gruelling tour, but still birds abounded; the
sea, brilliant blue, teamed with the flickering of
terns = a vast number of Tibstan Common and Whiskered
were seen daily, while the larger €rested and Bridiled
Tern were occasionally identified. The sandy beaches
herboured both Greater and Lesser Sandplovers ang the
more familisr Kentish Plover, while occasionzlly &
Pied Kingfisher would fish in the lagoon behing the
teach — painting a picture of an island and & holiday
I shall never forget.

Cede Fox
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SPCHSCRED ETRDWATCH

Jokn Newnham, Chris Fox, my brother FPhil and I had
arranged to spend a day birdwatching in the Dungenese
srea. Whilst consuming & pub lunch in a bar in Rye

a plan began to materialise. A very pleasant COctober
morning had been spent watching Woodlark, Short-eared
Owl, Firecrests and Long-tailed Duck and it seemed not
inconceivable, with a pint or two inside, that a worth-
while sum of money could be raised by repeating &an
cuting in & similar format but with sponsored surport.
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A target of 100 birds was rashly set and it was unanimously
agreed that each person should obtain 25p worth of sponsors
meking the venture worth one hundred pounds to the Sussex
Ornithological Society Conservation Fund in whose benefit

a birdwatch day on 1st January 1983 was being arranged.
John set down & challenge during an indoor meeting of

our Society in the hope of generating some competition

and the first sponsors had their arms twistedl

Evente ther moved slowly until around Christmas when
Phil suddernly annocunced that he had obtained over 50p
worth of sponsors, twice the anticivsted smount. This
rrovided an additional impetus for the rest of the group
as each species of bird spectted eventuslly became

worth £2.00 in sponsorship meney te us all.

A planning megting wes held or 30tH December and then

&t 7.30 am on & rather gloomy st January morning we all
duly met (no hangovers reportedl). John's four door car
s chosen to permit guick access for us all and because
d taken a clipboard, I was nominated a= recorded and
=

o]

el

eF o

he next bird. We were soon speeding toward Pagham Harbour
¢vith Sidlesham Ferry the first stop.

-

ye=s peered through windows and into the half-light for
the first £2.00 worth, It was g Balekbird at Hunston,
rnear Chichester. Next bird Black-headed Gull also at
Funston, and then to Sidlesham and intoc the hide. 32
gpecies notehed up here, including Ruff, Snire, corvids
and gulls, &s well as =cue evocative views of Brent
Geesze flighting in througk 2 blue-grey sky. Green
Weodpecker and Grey Waptail were unexpected bonuses.

0ff to Church Norton. Dunlip, REinzed and Grey Plover end
Cyetercatcher scon added. John found & Bar-tailed Godwit
and Chrie searched out a solitary Avocet through his

'megabins' (powerful 20 times magnification binoculars).
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‘Where's a Turnstone? there must be a Turnstone'. Small
party of Knot spotted. 8Still no Turnstone but ancther
frantic search through a telescope and I discovered a
digtant bird skulking in the seaweed. All gueued up in
turns to view. Round to the beach. Turnstones all over
the place !! However Eider Ducks and Wigeon on the sea
and Slavenian Grebe close to the shore. Along the bank
to the harbour mouth 2 Snow Buntings flitted over the
shingle.

Feturning to the car park, we paused briefly to guiz
the warden Bob Lord on the best place to find roosting
waders. Then to the car, but some thing moved in the
hedgerow. 'Firecrest ll' we shouted to an incredulous
conservation working party grouping nearby. With =
running total now of 53 birds we hesded for Selsey Eill
and Kittiwake, Goldeneye, Common Scoter and & close
Little Gull. John and Fhil located s distant Glaucous
Gull known to be in the area. {uick drive round to the
lifeboat statien in the hope that Chris and T could
also log it but to no avail. Then with § new birds on
the list down country lanes and & wrong turning t:o find
Bob Lord's waders. At Scuth Mandam at the end of 2
farm track they were spotted but a strong cold wing
made observation difficult. Howsver Elack-tailed
Geodwit added come lists and Golden Plover to =ll.

Next to Chichester Gravel Pits and on the way a sudden
stopr for some possible finches glimpsed from the car
instead revezled KRedwings over a playing field hedge.
Little to lcog arocund the Ivy Lake pits apart from &
Buyllifinech flushed from a hedge. On to the pit at Ovine
where a2 Ring Neck Ducx hacd been seer recently. o luck,
but Fuddy Duck, Long-tailed Duck and Sparrownavi Instead
under the watchiul eye of Tony Frater from the RSPA. Cne
more lake to go &nd birdwatchers just leaving =&y
Chiffchaffs about. After toc long a search all eXcept
myself had seen one. I was always ocn the wrong side

of the hedge when they sneaked outl
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77 birds now and Greatham and Amberley Brooks nextj
coffee and sandwiches in the car on the way. Mist and
drizzle when we arrived, but Pintail added quickly,
then up to Greatham bridge. '"Are those really swans
tn the distance?" Nothing for it but a brisk walk up
che river bank. Eventuslly a fleck of Bawicks Swans
appeared out of the murk together with some grey geese.
Grey Lags was the concensus but what about the two
=itting dowr, heads tucked under wings. o good, can't
apend any longer, off to Rackham Woods having pushed
up the total to 20. (We later lesrnt we had missed
two White=fronted Geese).

Out of the car and a lock over the gate; Phessants and
Partridge! Then into the woods and this time luck was
with usj & winter feeding party of tits moved through
the trees with Marsh Tit, Geoldcrest, Treecresper and
Nuthatch. few panics; cries of 'I've not seen
Muthatch/Trescreeper/Golderest/Marsh tit' variously
rang out but later birds made up any deficiencies and
5% birds. A look over the Wildbreoks for Short Eared
Owl proved fruitless so on to Swanbourne Lake at
Arundel where Mandarin and Gadwall were guaranteed.

By now certain omission were becoming apparent, Robin,
Linnet, Heron, Fieldfare and Skylark were some. Robin
found, plus a flight of Canada Geese low over the Arun
and the expected Duck together with a Scaup. A Kingfisher
darted scross the water meadow; %% birds! Light fading
and time running out. A group decision to head straight
for Ferring Beach where at least Sanderling should be
certain. On the way & quick but futile search in the
rair mud arcund Patching Pond in the hope of adding Reed
Zunting for all but myself - I'd spotted one at Fagham.

By the time Ferring was reached the light had almost gone

and the rain hadn't eased. We plodded around a field of
sprouts hoping for finches and larks but only Phil and
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John successfully added %o their lists and that was Red-
legged Partridge. The combinsd effect of rain, zloom
and fogging binoculars had almost put me out of action
and Chris was experiencing similar difficulties. The
field was finally abandoned and we trudged te the beach
to find a Sanderling. As we stumblsd into rocu nools
and over boulders a little party of Sanderling smergad
Ifrom the darkness. 96 birds the final total.

With a sense of relief that it was over but disappoint=-
ment that the 100 species had been missed by such a small
margin we returnsd to John's home. A glass of excellent
nomebrew cider revived flagging spirits and talk of the
commoner birds that got away (Linnet, Skylark, Heren,
Corn Bunting and Fieldfare) turned to plans for next
¥years event!

A% the 5.0.8. Conference in January 1983 we jeintly
handed in cheques to the value of £2083, the cutzome
of a most enjoyable day.

B.H. Clay

*t:*t-*#*#unil-d-**:t--tt##iqutut:ﬁtttl--tr-n*st-a:**n*-*t--!

DID YOU MISS THESE?

Additions to the birds of the 3Zhoreham Digtrict, based on
a literary search.

IN the 1978 Shorenam C.S. repcrt there appeared a check=
list and collation of the Shoreham records for the 25
years that the local Society had been flourishing. This
list, obtained from the society's own records, revealsd
some 237 different species had definitely occured within
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the recording area and a further 7 species had probadly
occured, although the supporting evidence was ingufficient.

A deeper look into the ayailable literature about the birds
in the county shows many otner rare species have been
reported in the region between Brighton and Worthing.
Sussex is fortunate to have a compreliensive literaturs

of its ornithology with three major works forming a
wackbone. In 1938 J. Walpole-Bond in his 'A History of
Sussex Birds' compiled the available knowledge about the
avifauna of SusseX and particularly noted many recerds
from the nineteenth century. A quarter of a century
later des Forges and Harber critically looked at these
early records and with many new records wrote the then
definitive work on Sussex birds in their 'Guide to the
Birds of Sussex'. This book was eventually superceded in
1979 by 'The Birds of Sussex' by M.Shrubb, who not only
gathered information from the previous authors but al=o
f=d upon the mass of detailed information produced by

the recording and survey work of the rapidly growing

gy zsex Ornithological Society.

In the nineteenth century Worthing and Brighton were two
of the largest centres of population in the county and
with an increasing interest in natural history unusual
speciments wers reportad. Furthermore, until 1881 many
finches, buntings, larks and pipits were caught either
for the table cr for cageing; indeed in 1860 alene
122,000 Goldfinches were taken near Worthing. It is

not surprising that scme unusual spesies were caught

s well; amongst the +housands of larks trapped came
t.res rare species. Out of the four Sussex reccrds

of Crested Larks three were caught between Worthing

-nd Portslade in 1363, 1869 and 1881; Short-tced Lariks
were trapped at Brighton in 1884 and 1909; and perhaps
the most remarkable a White=winged Larik, probably from
couthern Russia, was trapped in 1869. A further three
ipdividuals of this rare lark, which hasn't been recorded
in Britain since 1955, were seen on Heve seafront in
Hovember 1917.
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A similar sutumn collecticn of unusual buntings and
finches tsken in this area included 2 Hock Buntings
and a Lit+tle Bunting in 1864, a Rustic Buntine in 1887,
Slack headed Bunting i: 1568 and a Searlet Rosefinch in
1869, It was in this pericd that perhaps the rarest
bird to be rscorded in our area wss trapped; from the
sastern Palaearctic came & Blyth's Pipit. This bird
was ipitially identified and its skin labelled asz a
Tawny Pipit but iz 1265 it was rediscovered and has
now been accepted as the ouly British record of
Blyth's Bipit, indeed the cnly other Zurcpesan record
since is one in Finslnd in 1975.

In the last century and early jears of this i: upususl
creatures avoided the spare they frequently f2ll viciims
to the gunn; another 7 species can be added =35 our
area's list in this way. Zhe irruptive Paliss's Sandsrouse
arrived in Sussex during 763 and 1828, a single
straggler was shot at Sheoreham in 1883. Unusual

waders have freguently been reccrdea in the Adur, but
the Spotted Sandpiper shot in November 1508 and the
Broad-pilled Sandripger shot in October 1845 remain the
only records for the river although the latter species
was recorded at dcve Lagoon in March 1943.

Skulking and secrative marshland birds pernaps cculd
only be identified if caught or shot and this fats
cetainly fell on the American Bittsrn killed at
Hollingbury in Coctober 190%, s Sguacco H=ron shot
between Steyning and Henfield in Septamber 1934 (one
later recorded at Brighton in April 1957, and Baillon's
Crakes shot near Brighton in 1894 and at Lancing in
1900, Ancther unusual Craks, the Spotted Crake, was
also recorded dead but under a pylon, into which it
presumably collided, in October 1951. I1f one adds the
Night Heron seen st Lancing in December 1954, the two
Furple Herons and three White Storks recorded over the
past 3 years then one completed the list of marshland
birds. If one considers that vast arsas of the river
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valley and cocastal plain were poarly drained and
frequently flooded providing good habifat for this group
of birds then the foregoing list may not seem so rich as
perhaps it ourght to be.

Two octher species have been recorded dead, both are alsoc
the only suthenticated records in the county. A White's
Thrush was found in a Hove garden September 1898 and a
Sooty Tern was taken at EBrighton in April 1911; the
knowledge that this species has been recorded in this area
before only partislly eases the shame of the local sea=-
watchers who rissed sesing one which was present on
Worthing Beach for two days in late June 1982.

grtunately as field-glasses and telescope were develored

he ability to observe wild life undisturbed at a
stance was improved. This, coupled with an increasins
L]

ecimens being taken and perhaps why the unusual birds
en in recent vears lack the small 'brown' larks snd
tuntings of last centru but are heavily biased towards
the larger =23 and shore birds. Amongst the small
rasserines I can only find three notable records which
bave not hitherto appeared in the Bhoreham report; a
Richard's Pipit at Hove Lagoon in January 1956, twe
Lapland Suntings over Brighton in December 1966 and an
Ortolan Zunting on the Downs near Steyning in August
1982, The remaining undiscovered species apart from
the Red-footed Falcon &t Cissbury in 1979 and the Alpine
Swifts over Brighton in 1964 and the springs of 1231
snd 1282, come from wetland or coastal habitats.

he interest in sea-watching obviocusly accounts for
ightings of Cory's and Scoty Shearwater and Storm
etrel offshore, altheusih cne of this last species was
szen over the Adur in hovember 1952. Similarly Caspian
Terns have been noted in April 1969, May 1971 and July
1931, and & Gull=billed Tern seen in September 195C.
Rare gulls seem unusual in Sussex, a Great Black-headed
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Gull at Hove in August 1932 precedes the eventually
unacecepted record of ons at Brooklands in Neovember 1969,
Both Ivory and Bonaparts's Gulls at Brighton in 1961

rust have proved exciting.

In recent years the lagcons at Hove, Widewater and
Brooklands have been watched regularly; at Hove the only
Red-necked Phalarope to be noted in this area oceurred
in Cetober 1252 and inevitably a Ruddy Duck appsared

in early 1982. The Baird's Sandpiper at Widewater in
August 1981 was only the fourth Nearctic species noted
and the origin of the Wood Duck at Brooklands in
January 1932 must be questioned.

I would suggest the following 40 species cen thersfore
be added to the list produced in 1978; many cccurred

long before this Scciety's

inception and many we will

need to wait for meany years Lo sge again.

Cory's Shearwater
Scoty Shearwater
Storm Petrel
American Bittern
Night Bercn
Squacco Heron
Purple Heron
White Stork

Wood Duck

Ruddy Duck
Ecnaparte's Gull
Ivory Gull
Gull~billed Tern
Caspian Tern
Sooty Tern

Fallaa's Sandgrouse

Alpine Swift
White=winged Lark
Short=toed Lark
Crested Lark

Redfocted Falcon
Spotted Crake
Baillon's Crake
Baird's Sandpiper
Broad-billed Sandpiper
Spotied Sandpiper
Red=neciked Fhalarope
Lonstailed Skua

Great Blacle-hsaded Gull
Szbine's Gull
Bichard's Fipit
Blyth's Pipit

White's Thrush

Scarlet Rogefinch
Lapland Bunting

Rock Bunting

Ortelan Bunting

Rustie Bunting

Little Bunting
Blaciz=headed Bunting
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FLELD OUTINGS 1982

Sat, January 15th Adur Levels with Mr P.J. Clay

The first of a new season of field outings commenced with
an encouraging turn out of nearly twenty members. A walk
northward up the Adur Valley preduced unexpected Pochard
and Goldeneye on the river. Across the levels 1100
Mallard and 200 Teal intermingled with Snipe, Lapwing

and Redshank. The winter thrushes, Redwing and Fieldfare
were present in the fields and 3 Golden Plover flew over.
8 Cormorants rested on a pylon and Kestrels regularly
haovered above. Those who stayed the course were rewarded
with a Siskin on returning to the ringing site.
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Sat. February 13th. Goring/Ferring with Mr F.J. Forbes

Despite the drizzle fourteen members met at the seafront
shelter. An hours sea watching failed to produce any
exciting birds, although the waders feeding along the
shoreline provided continual interest.

A walk through the trees and around the adjacent fields
revealed secretive Jays, Redwing, Fieldfare, and a small
party of Tree Sparrows while a Keastrel hunted overhead.

The rest of the morping was spent studying the flock of
roosting waders in the hope of isclating the celebrated
Kentish Plover from among the Dunlin, Sanderling, and
Ringed Flovers. Varying degrees of success were reported
as juvenile Ringed Plovers created identification problems!

Sat. April 24th Seawatch and Sanctuary with Dr J.A.
Hewnham

Fifteen members assembled at the Norfolk Bridge in Shorsham
on a cloudy merning with a cold northerly wind blowing.

No waders were found on the river, although an early Reed
Warbler was picked out and 30 Linnets were szeen as we

mzde our way to the beach.

Very little was moving on the sea apart from a few Whimbrel,
Bar=-tailed Godwit and Sanderling. No views were to be had
of & Mediterramean Gull and White Wagtail, recorded earlier
in the day. We adjourned to the Sanctuary for a ringing
demonstration but took our poor luck with us as we caught

no birds and failed to identify a high flying raptor.

The day was just about Lo be logged as a totdl disaster

when a White Stork drifted into sight, thermalling over
the Adur Valley!
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Firday May 21st Cissbury with Mr B.F. Forbes

Eleven members turned up for an evening walk, on what was
& coel, cloudy and windy evening; too windy for the
environs of the Ring. A walk to No Mans Land and back
along Stump Bottom produced very little except Cuckoo,
Turtle Dove, common warblers and a Lapwing with young.
The outing culminated at dusk with 2 Tawny Owls calling
on Lychpele Hill.

Wed. August 18th River Adur with Mr S. Allen

Despite appalling weather earlier in the day eleven
members turned out for what proved to be a delightful
evening walk in good weather from the Toll Bridge to
Cuckoo Corner. Among a cariety of birds seen, including
8 large number of Ringed Plover, were a Green Sandpiper,
a Whimbrel, a yellow-legged Herring Gull, Yellow and Pied
wagtails, Sand Martins and a Swift.

Sat. September 4th  Sidlesham/Church Norton with
Mr 0. Mitchell

16 members attended on a pleasant dry and sunny day.

Waders recorded included Green Sandpiper, Whimbrel,
Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover, Ruff and
Knot. Sandwich, Common and a rarer Black Tern were the
marine migrants, whereas Spotted Flycatcher, Whinchat,
Yellow Wagtail and Lesser Whitethroat represented the
paseEerines.

Other highlights were a Sparrowhawk and an early record
of a Bhort Eared Owl.

Sat. 16th October Cissbury/Stump Bottom with Mr C.E.
Mesgser

Despite a very gloomy weather forecast, a dozen or so
members turned out at Cissbury car park for the walk to

Stump Bottom and No Mans Land.
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Soon after we had set ocut the weather gtarted to
deteriorate, wind and frequent showers persistad through-
out the morning and as 3 result we only saw a few birds.
A party of about 100 Linnets was the only sizable finch
flock -seen. Birds seemed to be mostly at _ong range and
then mainly Crows, gulls and a Lapwing. The only raptors
present were 4 Kestrels and 2 Sparrowhawks.

As we peared the end of the walk tne rain intensified and
by this time we were glad ftc be going home to dry out.

2at. 13th lovemkzr Widewafter & lower Adur with
Dr J. A, Newnham (Jointly with Sussex)

About 50 members from both Societiss grouped in the
Widewater car park on & bright morning with a light (W
wind blowing. 185 Dabchicks, 2 Merganssrs, Tufted Duck
and a Pochard were tresent on tiz water and a Black
Redstart on the beach.

On the river the falling tide provided perfect seonditions
for viewing the regular waders., The crocodile=line
progress 2lcng tie river bank meant that some missed a2
Kingfisher but most sawW Stonechat, Gadwall, 50 Mallard
and 2000 Lapwing. At the Sanctuary the nets had been
prepared for our arrival and a Redwing caught on cue
anabled all present to watch a ringing demonstration.
Sparrowhawk and Ksstrel over Mill Hill sssisted an
sxplanation of basic raptor identification.

t*m*l*#mitt*littt-*tmit*vt*t#mtms#moi-mt-i-vttsmttisﬂtt#*t*

LECTURES 1282

Monday 4th January

Mr J. Stevenson, Educaticn Officer at the Arundel Wildfowl
Trust, introduced the sccisty to agpects of his work with
the Trust, and with many c¢lose portraits of wildfowl he

highlighted how their plumage and structure had adapted to

£i11 their individual ecological niches.
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Monday 1st February

Mr and Mrs A Simpson relived their spring vacation to
Southern Sweden with a display of slides showing the
scenery, habitats, plant and bird life of that country.
Amongst the more attractive species were Goldeneye with
voung, Black~-throated Diver in summer plumage and a male

Red=backed Shrike.

Monday 2%th March

The business of the AJG.M. was followed by a shert talk
by Mr P, Hall on the birds of a Steyning gavden to
introduce a local garden bird survey. Dr J.A. Newnham
then reviewed his seven years as the society recorder,
noting changss in the birds and gbservers in the Shoreham
district. Illustrstions of small dots over the =ez,
immediately identifiable to seawatchers as Sar-tailed
Godwits, were mixed with other excellent pictures of many
species seen locally.

Monday 4th Gctoker

Mr B.F. Forbes fired the society with his enthusiasm
for watching the downland area near Cissbury. His
illustrated lecture portrayed the diversity of species
to he found around the Ring and particularly focussed
cn the importance of this area for migrating birds.

Monday 1st November

Mr A.d. Prater, South East regiocnal officer for the
ReS.P.B. and one of the worlds experts on waders,
presented a very interesting talk on this subject. His
chservations and hints for identifying waders by their
behaviour coupled with his knowledgeable references to
their habitat and its assosiated pressure led to an
extremely informative presentation.
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NOTES, NEWS AND ACCOUNTS 1982

OFFICERS
President = L[rJ. S8tafford
Hon. Secretary = MrT, Ddixon
Rock Cottage,
Common Hill,
West Chiltington,
Nr. Pulborough RH2QO 2IiS
Eon. Field Secretary - Mr C.E. Messer
15 Broomfield Avenue,
Worthing,
vest Sussex,
Hon, Treasurer - Hr S.R. Allen
2 Mill Hill,
Shoreham=by=5ea,
West Sussex
Hon. Recorder - Mr B.F. Forbes,
9% Wermbley Avenue,
Lanecing,
West Sussex
Report Editor - Mr E.R. Clay
Sanctuary Committee = DTr A.B. Watson,
Dr Ju.As EE‘ﬂﬂlﬁ.m.
Other Committee = Dr J.A. Newnham, Mr M.P. Hall
Members Mrs J. Weeding

CEANGE OF ADDEESS

Will members kindly advise the Secretary of any change of
name or addrsss. (Address as above; Phone: West Chiltington
2234) .
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MEMEERS RECORDS

It would be a great help to the Recorder if merbers could
send in their recorde twice =z year, with the =zecond batch
in December, leaving the last few records to the first
week in January. This is vitzl if members want to receive
the annual report at the A.G.M,

A reminder that the Society's record sheets are sget out
as showni=

Species Date Locality/MNec:ies Humber Observer

Rarities ghould have adeguate Buppeorting notes. A1l
records should now be sent to Mr Bernard Forbes at
25 Wembley Avenue, Lancing, West Sussex.

frevious Years Reporte

(ne or twe of this and some previous reports are available
on reguest. 5Special prices are availsble Tor purchases
of three of more reports.

Secretary's Note

For practical reasons, members are entitled by their
subscription to the report which is actually printed
during the year for which their subscription runs; in
other words, that of the previous year. This means
that the report will only be circulated to those who
have already paid their subscription by the date of
publication. Copies will be available to those who
pay after this date, a= and when they do z0.

In accordance with the new rules, draughted and approved
by the Society last year, provision has been made for
1=4 members, not holding office, to attend committes
meetings. 2 or 3 of these places are usually filled, but
there is always room for any member with suggestions (or
even criticisms) to come along and air their views.
Anyone wishing to do so szhould contact me.
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SHOREHAM DISTRICT ORNWITHOLOGICAL

RECEIPTS AND FAYMENTS ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR FNDED $15T DECEMBER
RECEIPTS &
Balance brought forward 324.10
Subscriptions 352430
Donatione 124433
Raffle and Refreshment

recelipis 35.5?
Bank Deposit Interest

received 22.67

£ 857.27

8.R. Allsn (Hon. Treasurer)
Date: 28th January. 1983
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SOCIETY

1982

PAYMENTS E.

Donations 1000

Printing 154,60

Stationery Lost

Becretary's EXpenses

inc. Hire of Hall T 00

eto.

Lecturers 1000

Southern Water

Authority 4400

Hire of Hall 10,00

Sundries T4 .00

Balance Carried

Forward E55a2
g 85727




ACCOUNTANTS CERTIFICATE

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the above Receipts and Payments

Account has been prepared without audit from the books,
vouchers and information supplied to us and ies in
accordance therewith.

Date: 28th January, 1983

52/5%, 014 8teine, Signed: Chater Spain Brothers
Brighton EN1 1FH Chartered Accountants
Membership

At the time of going to print there were 126 paid-up
menbere of this society.
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