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EDITORIAL NOTES

The Society's 23rd Report records one of our rare warm SUmmers,
following an exceptionally mild winter in which several Blackcaps and
Chiffchaffs overwintered locally, and Swallows were recorded in Sussex
as late as 28th December.

Perhaps as a result the number of records received (although they
came in a late rush) was more than usval, and though they predictably
did not include many hard-weather visitors from the north, they did
include one "first" for the area - at least as far as the previous 22
Reports disclose - in the shape of a Kentish Plover, and, if accepted,
Slender-billed Curlew will be a new bird for both the Sussex and
British lists (it was one of the deleted "Hastings Rarities"). It
wag also encouraging to have records of Corncrake - only the second
since 1966 -, Hooded Crow - the second since 1960 - and Night jar.
Peregrine, too, although reported annually between 1955 and 1958, has
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not appeared in these pages for 17 years. There was not sufficient
evidence to claim our first Serin, but that can only be a matter of
time for this Continental near neighbour.

The Sanctuary, as shown by his full and excellent report, was
regularly observed by Dr. Newnham, to whom we are doubly indebted
for filling the other demanding role of Recorder. Indeed the
medical profession play a prominent part in the work of the Scciety,
with Dr. "atson contributing substantially to the ringing reccords,
and Dr. Stafford continuing to chair our meetings and our Council.

Local watching has been considerably strengthened by the
return of Mr. Richard Porter to take up the post of Regional Officer,
R.5.,P.B., at Portslade, and the regular stalwarts have made their
usual contributions from the Downs and Strivens Reedbeds. TFaulty
cardiac plumbing has forced the writer to forsake the Alpine heights
of Westdene for the gentler pastures of Southwick - would contri-
butors to the Report please note the change of address - and this
means an end to Coney Hill records, although he hopes to see the
occasional bird in Southwick (Tel: Brighton 594579 1)

Once more we ars indebted to lMrs. Farmer for filling the vital
role of Secretary, and to Mr. Rampton for so ably managing our
finances and to the other officers and Council members for their
contributions. As usual, we had some entertaining lectures, and
it was particularly pleasant to see Mr. Tony Marr with us again,
and to hear about his "Iwenty Years of Birdwatching' which were
founded in the Society. And once more Mr. Burstow arranged a
varied programme of field outings which were enjoyed by an average
attendance of about 14 members.

It is with deep regret that we record the death last April of
Mr. Tom Palmer, an appreciation of whom appears elsewhere in this
Report.
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SANCTUARY REPCRT 1975

Although fewer than half a dozen members watch the Sanctuary
regularly, the copse was attended on well over 140 ocecasions during
1975. With records from these visits a fairly good picture can be
drawn of the changes throughout the year, and eventually it may he
possible to see how the avifauna of this area develops over the
decades. As years go by the copse changes; the hawthorns now
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stand twenty feet high and form a dense canopy reducing the amount

of light filtering through the foliage, and consequently diminishing
the undergrowth. Many of the original elder bushes have grown old,
producing fewer berries and many dying, but slowly being replaced

by numercus growing elder saplings. The osier patches continue to
grow rapidly taller; small areas of this need regular coppicing each
winter to prevent them becoming tall, wispy trees with little use

for birds, During the year many of the now ancient timber bridges
were further reinforced and two lengths of the boundary fences were
strengthened,

The early months of the year were very mild and wet, with both
the copse and surrounding fields often flooded. During the day-
time, before the 200 Collared Doves arrived to roost, the copse was
very quiet with fewer tits, finches and thrushes than usual present,
despite the regular stocking up of a feeding station with suet and
peanuts. The mild weather helped some of the smaller birds; a
Chiffehaff being recorded on six occasions between January 7th and
March 25th; a Firecrest on four days, Goldcrests regularly and
several Wrens and Long-tailed Tits. The wet habitat may have been
responsible for. the unusual numbers of Grey and Pied Vagtails
recorded, for the three sightings of Kingfishers and for the presence
of at least 2 Water Rails in March. The flooded meadows held a
maximum of 40 Redshank on February 15th, 300 Lapwing on January bth,
numerous Black-headed Gulls, 200 Common Gulls and 5 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls on February 15th, a femals Teal on January 21st, and
2 Mute Swans throughout February and March. Stonechats wintered
in the area and a Tawny Owl roosted in the topse.

Spring passage was heralded by a definite influx of male
Golderests on March 11th and 25th; the females arriving somewhat
later, with their peaks on April 17th and 19th. On this last date
there were at least 15 Goldcrests and 1 Firecrest in the hawthorns.
The first 'Phylloscopus' was seen feeding in the bitter cold north
wind and snow on April 8th, a Chiffchaff was singing by the 10th and
the first Willow Warbler singing by April 12th. Chiffchaffs were
scarce throughout spring with a maximum of 3 on the late date of
April 29th. VWillow Warblers were present in small numbers until
April 26th when there were numerous males singing. On April 29th
light rain and the return of south-west winds may have grounded the
25 or more Willow Warblers which were avidly feeding in the copse;
with them was a single Wood Warbler, the first Blackeap and several
Whitethroats. The first 2 House Martins flew over on April 17th,
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a Swallow was present on the 19th; the 22nd brought the first Sedge
Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler and Whitethroat, and on April 26th the
first Lesser ‘hitethroat was trapped.

Throughout May there was a trickle of '"Phylloscopus' Warblers,
but the other migrants were more numerous. After May 3rd Swifts
and Reed Warblers were present in good numbers and at least 3 of each
Lesser and Common Whitethroat were on the hillside. By May 10th
there was a steady passage of Swallows and Martins overhead; the
11th produced the only 2 Wheatears of the year; the 13th the first
Spotted Flycatcher; and a Turtle Dove arrived on May 19th. By the
end of the month passage birds were few with the exception of a few
passing Swallows 2nd Swifts, and a flock of up to 80 House Martins in
the area.

Nesting fortunes were rather wariable; the resident species,
particularly the thrushes, lost many of their early elutches and then
the dry weather prevented many of them from having second broods.

The nest boxes provided homes for 2 families each of Great and Blue
Tits, but the owl nest box put up earlier in the year remained vacant.
Some species did remarkably well; Goldfinches and Linnets appeared
to have had one of the best seasons for many years, the Moorhens in
the dykes produced several young and many Collared Doves nested in
the thicket hawthorn bushes. Of the summer visitors 4 pairs of
Swallows each had 2 broods, at least 3 pairs of Reed and Willow
Warblers nested in the area, and one pair each of Lesser VYhitethroat,
Whitethroat and Chiffchaff were successful. For the second year
Spotted Flyecatchers attempted to bresd but their nest was destroyed
before the egge were hatched., A pair of Stonechats and Pied Wag-
tails were more fortunate, each raising at least one brood in the
area for the first time for many years.

Throughout the summer, the warmest and dryest for several years,
water was scarce and many finches, pipits and Starlings were flocking
to the dykes to drink and bathe. The occasional Heron or Common
Sandpiper also could be seen feeding along the main dyke, and King-
fishers were recorded on several occasions.

Autumn was both unusual and interesting. August remained hot
and settled weather, with mainly north-east winds. At the beginning
of this month Swifts, usually amongst the first migrants to leave,
were gathered over the hillside in flocks of up to 200, but this
number gradually diminished throughout the month until the last 2
were scen on September 4th. During August there were several days,
when there were 10 or more Reed Warblers in the withy, mainly
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locally bred birds early in the month, but more passage birds later.
The numbers of Reed Warblers dwindled through September and the last
was recorded on October 10th. FPassage of other Warblers was very
disappointing, there being no days, as in the past, when there were
large numbers of Willow Warblers, Lesser Whitethroats, Chiffchaff or
Blackcaps feeding in the copse. Possibly the long settled periods
of weather allowed emigration to continue without grounding these
night migrants on the south coast. Willow Warblers were the most
notable absentees; usually about 100 birds are ringed on autumn
passage but 1975 produced only 19. The numbers of the other
Warblers ringed, apart from Chiffchaffs, were similar to usual, but
spread more evenly through the autumn season, Garden Warblers first
appeared on August 2nd; had a peak of 3 on August 23rd and was last
recorded on October Sth, Spotted Flycatchers were more numerous
than previous years, at least 3 or 4 were present on most days during
late August and early Scptember. On August 20th 2 Pied Flycatchers
were caught as well. Vast amounts of willow herb growing in the
copee and ditches attracted sizeable parties of Bullfinches during
August, and on the hillside Goldfinches, Linnets, hirundines and

up to 250 Corn Buntings flocked. The first 2 Whinchats were seen
on August 23rd and thereafter 2 or 3 were present every day until

the beginning of October; it is pleasing to see these birds passing
through the area again after so few in the past two years. Birds
were numerous between August 30th and September 4th, when during 4
mist netting sessions 440 birds were trapped, many of these were
House Martins (196), Goldfinches (51) and Linnets (44, but there was
a good sprinkling of other migrants including the only Redstart, a
female, on September 2nd. Also durinz this period there was & small
but definite ‘eastvard passage of "Flava' VWagtails.

On September 9th the settled weather broke, then west winds with
passing frontal systems dominated the rest of the month, Neverthe-
less passage continmued, hirundines being the most obwviocus. House
Martin flocks were on the hillside on only a few days, but more often
large groups, with a maximum of c¢.400 on September 22nd were seen
drifting eastward high in the sky. Swallows were far more numerous,
on every day there was an easterly movement, but towards the end of
the month passags became heavy with 200 hirﬂs present on the 19th,
some 800 birde per hour passing over on September 20th and 29th,
and 600 per hour on October 2nd. On September 20th I followed scme
small flocks eastward to Lewes and it appeared they were passing
along the line of the downs heading straight for Beachy Head, then
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presumably southwards. Hirundipes were about, gtill moving east-
ward, in October, with the last Swallows recorded on November Znd
and 2 House Martins on November 8th. On September 1lth a magnifi-
cient adult Perczrine flew over the hillside, dwarfing the 3 regular
Kestrels, and on the 15th the only other diurnal predator, a Sparrow
Hawk, was recorded. HNocturnal birds of prey were represented by a
Barn Owl hunting over Mill Hill on October 18th and a Tawny Owl in
the copse at the beginning of MNovember.

October was a fascinating month, one of the most remarkable
features being the large movement of cardueline finches. Gold-
finches, often in large flocks of 100 or more were frequently present,
and many were seen passing over, again towards the east. Likewise
Linnets were numerous and on October 27th there was a roost of 250 cn
the hillside. Redpolls appeared on October 2nd and were subsequently
present in flocks of up to 40 until November 16th, with peak numbers
occurring on October 1lth and 12th, when in two hours 200 and 170
respectively were counted passing over. On October 25th they were
joined by 3 Siskins. During October, two other very unusual species
occurred at the Sanctuary, both only recorded once before, these being
records of Jays on 3 dates, and 1 or 2 Coal Tits present on &4 days.
Thrushes were much scarcer in 1975; possibly the small hawthorn
berry crop deterred Blackbirdes and Song Thrushes from the area, The
first 19 Fieldfares were ssen on October 1lth, another flock passing
over on October 27th, whereas Redwings were first seen on October 12th,
staying until the end of the year, but never attaining double figures.
Towards the end of October Golderests were again becoming plentiful
and on October 27th the only Firecrest was recorded.

After the middle of November when the 'crest' passage halted,
the copse became very quiet with the exception of a few tits return-
ing to the feeders, a small number of finches, mainly Greenfinches,
coming to drink and bathe, and the usual dove roost. A Tree Creeper
was present between November 8th and 30th, a Chiffchaff on December
fth and 2 or 3 Water Rails in the reeds were the only notable birds
in the copse during the last part of the year. However, in the °°
fields Redshank, lapwing and gulls roosted and fed in sizeable flocks.
On November 16th, a pale tame Whimbrel-sized curlew was seen just
before dusk. This bird unfortunately remained unidentified, but
was probably the Slender-billed Curlew seen later on the river.

Other wading birds were 2 Jack Snipe on November 30th and a maximum
of 8 Common Snipe on December 2lst. Mallard were seen frequently
flighting up and down the valley in small numbers at dusk, but the
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only other waterfowl secn were 35 Wigeon on November 8th and 6 grey
geese on December 26th, both flying south.

Once again I would like to thank Mr. Santer and staff of the
Vaterworks for their kindness throughout the year, and those members
who have watched and sent in records from the Sanctuary.
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1975

1975 was the best year ever for ringing in the area with about
2920 birds ringed; @80 were ringed as nestlings and the rest as full
grown birds. Dr. John Newnham had a bumper year at the Sanctuary
with a total of 2169; Dr. Barrie Watson ringed 370, Brian and Phillip
Clay betwaen them marked a disappointing 180 birds at Strivens Reed

Bed3

Dr. John Stafford ringed his usual 4 swallow pulli and the

number was made up by 200 gulls ringed by the gull study group of
the M.A.F.F. on Worthing Beach at the end of the year.

Below is a table of the birds ringed
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The lapwings, ringed as flightless young, were the only possible
'first ringed" for the area, Wood Varblers have only been ringed twice
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before, both in spring, and never has there been a year for so many
Kingfishers. Most of the large number of Greenfinch, Goldfineh and
Linnet were caught round drinking sites during the hot summer. The
use of specific bird calls and songs on a cassette tape lured many of
the House Martins, Swallows and Redpolls into mist nets during the
autumn, A small roost of pied Wagtails in the same reed bed as the
Swallows accounted for the unusual number of these trapped.

During the year Catrina Tyson reached a high standard of compet-
tence in handling birds so attained her "C" permit. Dr. Barrie
Watson, as well as being very active locally held responsibilities
for ringings on a national secale whilst he spent his first year as
Chairman for the Ringing and Migration Committee of the B.T.O.

The Following are a selection of the recoveries heard about in 1f

W1

1. HOUSE MARTIN. Ringed juv. 710, Shoreham Sanctuary
Found dead 23,10.74 Pamiers (Ariege)France
This was not reported until early '75, and is the
sscond recovery of a Shoreham-ringed Martin in
France. (see Sussex Ringing Report '74).
2. GOLDFINCH. Ringed juv. 30.8.75 Shoreham Sanctuary.
; Found dead 27.10.75 Lartigue. (Gironde.)
France.

Up until 1973 there were 96 recoveries of British
ringed Goldfinches in France, mostly between Oct.
and April. Most of these were ringed in Southern
England, There have been at least 4 recoveries of
Shoreham-ringed Goldfinches on the continent.

%. BLACKCAP, Ringed Juv. male 7.1C.73 Shoreham Sanctuary
controlled 27. 4.75 Schauen, Halberstadt,
E. Germany.

Only 4 British-ringed Blackcaps have previously
been recovered in Germany. Most recoveries of
South Copast ringed Blackecaps are much further South
and West; this conforms more with the pattern of
birds recovered abread from Eaet Coast ringing

staticns.
Warblers alsc provide most of our domestic
recaveries,
L, WILLOW WARBLER, ringed adult 7.5.72 Bamburgh, Northumberland
controlled 26.4,75 Shoreham Sanctuary.

This bird was possibly on its way to Northumberland
or further North to breed for its 5th season.
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5. LESSER WHITETHROAT. ringed juv. 27.7.75 Ecton,Northampton
controlled 31.8.75 Shoreham Sanctuary

160km, S.S5.E,
6. REED WARBLER ringed juv. 26.7.75 Walcot,Wellington,
: : Salop.
controlled 1% & 16.8.75 Shoreham Sanctuary
260km,. SE.
7« SEDGE WARBLER ringed juv. 26.7.75 Shoreham Airfield
controlled - 22.8.75 Radipole Lake,Weymouth
155km. W5W.

These three show autumn movements of Young
birds possibly from their natal sites, whereas -
the following two recoveries are probably birds
ringed on autumn passage and returning in the
following year .te their breedins area.

8. REED YARBLER ringed adult .20,7.74% Chichester G.P.Sussex.
controlled 8.6.75 Shoreham Airfield
35km, E
O« SWALLOW ringed juv. 12,9.7% Shoreham Airfield roost

recaptured 19.6.75 Llangyhi, Monmouth U.S.K.
in a barn. 200km. W.NW,

10. HMUTE SWAN ringed adult 22,12.68 Shoreham
found dead 22+ 7.75 Weir Wood Reservoir
35km, N

This is slightly unusual as the bird has moved
inland instead of the usual coastal movements,
As before there were many local recoveries particularly of
Blackbirds and Greenfinches, At the Sanctuary alone there were
well over 1500 retraps, many were birds ringed in previous years,
and some, of course, had migrated thousands of miles in between the
handlings.
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NOTABLE BIRDS OF THE AREA 1975

This feature is based upon the records sent in by the following:=-
Mrs, G.G.Holman, Mrs. B.Reeve, Miss E.M.B.Rogers, Miss M.Davies-
Scourfield, Messrs S.R.Allen, P.J.Clay, B.J.Forbes, F.J.Forbes,
C.F,Helyer, R.Ives, C.E.Messer, H & C.Newcombe, Dr.J.A.Newnham,
R.F.Porter, F.Severs, BeJ.Short, Dr.J.Stafford, Dr.A.B.Watson.
Abrevintions:- Ad. adult; m. male; f. female; imm. immature;
C«C. Cuckoo Corner; C.H. Coney Hill; E.W.B. East Worthing Beach;
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Harb. Shoreham Harbour; O0.S.R. Old Steyning Railway; Sanec.
Sanctuary; S.H. Southwick Hilly Sh.R.D. Shoreham Rubbish Dump
S.R.B. Striven's Reed Bed; W.R.D. Worthing Rubbish Dump;

W.W. Widewater.

De

7
9-

16.
26.
27,
28,
30.
45,
46,
50.

6.
67.

€9.

73

80,

82,
ol.

DIVER Sp. 1 flying West Hove Jan. 26, 1 east there -
April 253 1 flying east off Southwick May 12
and 2 on sea Southwick December 7.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE 1.W.W. Mar., 31, 14 there Dec. 20, 4

there Dec, 21; 1 Hove December 18.

SLAVONIAN GREBE 5 W.Y. Dec. 20 (F.J.F.)
"LITTLE GREBE up to 3 Adur Nov,. 26 to end of year;

2 W.W, January 25; 1 Brooklands April 3.
MANX SHEARWATER 2, probably this species, eastward W.W.
.F].pri_'L 2?' {JI&I\IH'}

FULMAR 1 east off Hove May 8: 1 E.W.B. August 22.
GANNET L Ferring May 3; &4 east Southwick May 12

and 3 May 19; Singles off Worthing June 21,
August 20 and 22.

CORMORANT Throughout year up to 20 Adur Level pylons;

1 Stump Bottom Sept. 28. 7 T.B. Nov. 27.-
HERON .5 nests Wyckham-Wood; up to 5 in fields
around Adur in Shm. throughout year;
2 Downs May 24. °

MALLARD 4 Ferring iapril 20; parties of 6 or more
flighting up river on Autumn evenings.

TEAL 3 Adur levels Jan. 19; 1 Sanct. Dec. 13.

WIGEON 35 flying south, Sanct. Nov. 8

COMMON SCOTER 4 Ferring March 28; 10 East Ferring April 203
3 east W.W. May 43 5 east Hove May 24.

EIDER 1 off Southwick Dec. 7.

RED BREASTED MERGANSER 6 Ferring Mar. 25 and 5 there April 20j
1l m. Ftnd 2 f. wlwl FEb- 1; 1 fl
Brooklands flpril' 3.

SHELDUCK 5, Ferring April 20. 1 Airfield. May 1k
GEESE Sp. 5% in 2 flocks south S.H, Nov, &; 12 northwest

- Stump Bottom Dec. 63 6 south Sanct Dec. 26.
‘mHTT-FEGHTED GOOSE 2 Downs Jan. l. (BIF).

BRENT GOOSE 30 east Shoreham; Feb, 2; 23 east Southwick
: Mar. 2. .

CANADAL GOOSE 50 045.R, - 0cts 25 . (P J Ca ]

BUZZARD Singles Downs Apr.24, May 24 and June 6;

8 sightings Downs betﬂeen Aug.24 and Nov.l,
10 max. 2 on Oct.lO.




92.

93.

100,
102,
104.

105.
107.

110,
X5
116.

117.
120,

125.
126.
131.

13}-

13h.

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD Singles Downs Jan. 5, 9 and 263
2 there Feb, 13 and March 22; Single bird
Downs Oct. 24 and 25.

SPARROW HAWK Most recorded bird, 54 dates Downs with
max. 4% - 5 in Sept. Also 1 Mill Hill Sept.
15, and 1 Ferring.

HEN HARRIER 1 Downs Oct. 12 (P.J.C.) Only record
received for "75.

MONTAGU'S HARRIER 1 passage m. Downs June 1 (Per B.J.F) and

1 m. Septs 7. (B.J.F),

HOBBY Singles Downs July 25, Aug,., 10 and 30.
1 flying east north of C.C. May 24
PEREGRINE 1 ad. Banct. Sept. 11 (J.A.N)
MERLIN 1 f. Downs Jan. 1 (Per B.J.F); 1 Lancing
Jan, 25 (B.J.8) and 1 f. C.H. Mar.17. (C.F.H)
KESTREL Pairs bred in 8 localities. up to 5 Downs

Mar. Fewer than usual Downs, sumuer, Max. 6
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE 17 Erringham Farm Nov. 21.

PARTRIDGE L Sanct. Nov. 26.
QUAIL 6 dates July 1 - 27 Downs max, 5 July 27.
WATER RAIL 2 Sanct. Mar 26, 1 there Oct. 11 and up to

3 until end of year. Minimom of 3 S.R.B.
Oct. 16 onward.

CORNCRAKE 1 Downs July 30 and Aug. 6 (BuJ.F.: ReI3 C.E.M)
MOORHEN Numercus Sanct.and Adur water meadows during
autumn.

OYSTER CATCHER 17 Ferring Jan. 12, 20 there May 3, 14 on
Oct. 5 and 16 Dec. 20; 6 east W.W. Mar, 28,
2 east Hove April 23 and 2 lancing Dec.lh.
LAPWIRG up to 300 Sanct.fields winter. 700 Downs
Aug. 303 Airfield counts - 270 on Aug. 10,
640 on Aug.2% and 1350 on Nov.26; Adur levels
500 Jan.19 and 1000 Sept. 21, flying south.
Q9 flew in Southwick June 22 and 40O flew east
Sanct. Aug. 14.
RINGED PLOVER Selected Adur counts:-
Jan.26 - 30 . Between Aug.22 - Sept. 21
Auge 3 - 55 small parties totalling 40
Aug.ll - 80 flew w.s.w. high from Adur
Aug.,16 -~ 121 1 hour before dusk.
Aug.30 - 175 Ferring counts 35 on
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Sept,19 - 145 Jan.12, 30 on Aug. 27, 40

Sept.29 - 185 on Aug.29, 130 on Oct. 5
Oct. 15 = 103 and 19 on Dec. 20. 35
Oct..19 = 55 in Lancing field Jan. l.
Nov. 12 = 45 2 pairs attempted to breed

Dec. 20 = 170 on Southwick Beach.
136. KENTISH PIOVER 1 imm. T.B. Aug. 3 (R.E.P; R.I) and Aug. 4 _
(B.J.F).
139. GREY PLOVER Ferring 46 on Jan. 12, 1 on Sept. 6, 9 on Oct.5
and 36 on Dec.20. Single bird Adur Oct.1l5 -

Dec.19.

140, GOLDEN PLOVER Singles Downs Septi28 and Oct.l0

143, TURNSTONE 1 Ferring Jan. 12, 8 there \ug. 27, 5 on Aug.29
and 4 on Dec.20. 1 Adur Dec.20.

145, SNIPE Max, 80 S5.R,B, during winter, 1 Stump Bottom
Sept.7; up to 8. Sanct from Sept.9 to end of

: year. :

147, JiCK SNIPE 1 C.H. Apr. ?‘ 1 Sanct. Oct.12 and 2 there,
Mov. 30:

148. WOODCOCK 1 flying north E.R.E Feb; 2 Downs Dec.20.

150. CURva 2 Ferring May 3; 1 Adur Nov.26 to end of year.

(ELENDER BILLED CURLEJ) A bird showing many features of this
species Adur Nov. 23 (J.S.) and presumably same
bird seen Sanct. Nov.l6 (J.A.N). (see separate
notes). a Y

151, WHIMBREL 27 east Ferring Hay.ﬁt 2 east W.W. May 4;
3 Hove May 9; &4 Wyckham Wood May 10; wup to
L Adur Aug.3 - Aug.26. 1 Sanct. Sept. 17.

154. BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 2 Ferring Sept.6.

155, BAR-TAILGED GODWIT 18 east in 1 hour Hove April 23, 61 east
there April 25; 5 Adur Sept. 5 and 1 on Sept.6;
3 Ferring Sept. 6.

156. GRETN 'SANDPIPER 1 W.R.D. Aug.dl (B.J.F), 1 Adur Aug.30 (F.J.F).

159. COMMON SANDPIPER 1 Airfield May 28; Adur between Aug,3 - Oct.l,
max. 10 Aug., 24%; 5 W.R.D. Aug.lh and 10 there
Aug. 19; 2 Steyming Adur Dec.2l.

161. REDSHANK Selected counts from Adur:-
. Jane - 60 . Sept. 19 - 105
Feb, 27 = 10 Sept. 20 - 140
hug. 4 - 5 Oct. 15 - 58
lug. & (later)-50 Nove 12 = 70
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Aug. 14 - 40 Dec, 20 - 130

Aug. 17 = 50 Deg, 22 = 60

Sept. 2 - 80

At Ferring 11 on Jan.l2 and 25 on Dec.20;

up to 40 in fields by Sanct. Feb, & Mar.
162. SPOTTED REDSHANK 1 T.B. Sept. 8. (R.F.P.)

165. GREENSHANK 2 Wyckham YWood May 10; singles Adur on
169. KNOT 4 Worthing Beach Aug. 18; 3 Adur Aug.23,

5 there Aug.25, Sept.2 and 5; 2 there on
4 dates between Sept.l7 - Oct.l5.

170. PURPLE SANDPIPER 14 Ferring Jan.l2, 8 there Dec.20.

171 LITTLE STINT 1 Adur Sept. 21. (R.F.P.)

178. DINLIN Counts from Adur:-
Jan. 3 - 350 Sept. 5 = 35
Jan. 26 = 700 Sept. 28 - 15
Febo 1 - 300 Oct. 15 -« 113
Mid Feb. - =00 Oct. 19 = 120
g. 3 = 10 Nov. 12 - 360
Aug. 24 - 15 Dec. 20 - 500

200 Adur C.C. only Wov. 27; 344 Ferring Jan.l2,
17 there April 20, 20 Aug.29 and 760 Dec.20;
240 in Lancing field Jan.l.
179. CURLEW SAMDPIPER 1 Adur Aug.9 and Aug.30, 3 there Sept.2,
7 on Sept.5, 9 on Sept.6, 2 on Sept.l9 and
1 on Sept.2l; 6 Ferring Aug.29.

181. SANDERLING 254 Ferring Jan.12, 8 there Aug.29 and 160 on
Dec.12; 2 Southwick May 12.
184, RUFF 1 Adur Sept. 11 (B.J.F.)

196. GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 125 Adur mud flats Feb. 1, 50 there
Aug.17 and 60 Aug. 18, 100 there Dec.20 and
20 Dec, 29,

159  LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Up to 3 Adur Jan. 4 - Mar.8; 5 Sanct.

Feb.15; up to 2 Adur July 1% - Aug.303

6 T.B., Nov. 25 and Dec. 20.

200. HERRING GULL 1 ad. with yellow legs T.B. Aug.t and Aug.25,
2- there Sept. 1,
201, COMMON GULL 200 Sanct. Feb.15; 280 Downs Aug.27, 300

there Oct,.22 and 5C0 on Nov.l.
202. GLATCOUS GULL Usual wintering adult recorded Hove between
Jalhl - JanllEE ﬂ_ﬂﬂ Eﬂ'_ﬂt-ag T DEC‘.].‘B.
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205. MEDITERRANEAN GULL 1 adult winter plumage Hove Jan.30.(R.F.P)
. > 1 ditto, possibly hybrid, W.,W. Jan. 2.
208, BLACK-HEADED-GULL 100 - 125 Adur mud flats Febj 300 there
Dec. 22, 500 on Dec. 29 and 2000 Dec. 30,

212. BLACK TERN 3 east Southwick Beach May 19; 5 Ferring Aug.24;
2 Worthing Beach Aug. 26. _

217-18. COMMON/ARCTIC TERN Spring - first recorded April 20 V.Y,
g5 east in &5 min. Hove May 8, 18 in 1 hour
Msy O there; 56 east May 12 off Southwick in
1 hour and 20 there May 19.
Small numbers off Bhoreham July and August
Autumn - 50 west E.W.B Aug. 20 and 80 there
Aug. 303 Ferring 400 on Aug. 24 and 150 on

Aug. 273 15 west Sept. 9 Shoreham; & Harb,
EEPt. 1?-

222. LITTLE TERN Max. € east U4 coastal sites May 4 = 11, up to
11 T.B. early Aug.; 200 in 2 hours westward
Ferring Aug. 24 and 40 there Aug. 27; 2 Harb.
Sept. 28.

225, SANDWICH TERN First 6 recorded E.W.B.April 6; 24 east Hove

April 23, and 47 there April 25; 20 east

Southwick April 25, 14 on May 12 and 3 on May 19;

30 west E.W.B Aug, 20 and 90 on Aug. 30. At

Ferring in 2 hours 60 west Aug. 2% and 30 on

Aug, 27: 1 ad, and 1 imm. T.B. Szpt. 13

1 Winter plumage Hove Dec. 18. (J.AN.)

227.. GUILLEMOT 1 Harb, Nov, 18.

2%2. STOCK DOVE 8 Downs Feb. 1; wpossibly breeding Stanmer
Great Wood and C.H,

234, WOOD PIGEON 3900 east S.H. (0700-0800) Oct. 27; 600 east
.Sﬂ.ﬂctr Oct. 2?1. (GEDD—GQW}

235, TURTLE DOVE 2 Downs April 24 and 1 there April 28; 30 Downs
Aug. 103 1 Lancing Manor and 1 T.B. Sept 28.

COLLARED DOVE 200 roost Sanct. Jan. - Aprily 250 - 300 roost

Sanct, Sept. = Dec.

237. CUCKOO 3 Downs April 20; recorded 6 other localities
until Aug. 12. 1 Sanct.
241, BARN OWL Single bird Downs Feb. 13, June 3 and 12, Oct.lC;

1 dead near Sanct, May 16; 1 dying Shoreham
Beach Oct. 1k 1 Mill Hill Oct. 18; 1 Airfield
Octs 29.
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246.
247,

2""9-

252,
255,

258.
262,
263.
264,

272,
2P

276,

277

LITTLE OVWL
TAWY QWL

LONG-EARED OWL

SHORT-EARED OWL

NIGHTJAR
SWIFT

KINGFISHER

GEEEN WOODPECKER

Singles on 8 dates throughout year Downs;
2 Downs Jan., 29; 3 Downs July 1,

Hesident and Breeding Shoreham "Street™
and Southwick Green. 1 Sanct. Nov. 8

2 Cissbury July 1.

Singles Downs Jan. 5 and 9, Feb, 22;

5 seen by gamekeeper Feb, 13. up to 4
roosting Downs Nov. 9 - Dec., 27,

Max. 6 Downs on at least 15 dates Jan. 1 -
April 265 1 Airfield May 14 (A.B.U.);
only 3 sightings, single birds Sept. 20 -
Dec. 28, all Downs

1 Cissbury July 1.

b Sanct, May 3; 1 Downs May 9; 10 Wyckham
Wood May 10, 100 Sanct, June 17 and 200
there July 23; 1 Downs Sept. 28.

Max. 2 on 20 dates in vicinity of Adur.
More records than previous years

Singles Downs tnroughout year. Pairs at
C.H., Stanmer Great Wood and Pycombe,

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 2 or 3 S.R.B all year; 1 Lancing

Sept. 28.

LESSER SPOTTED WCODPECKER Singles at Westdene Feb, 23,

SKYLARK

SWALIDW

HOUSE MARTIN

SAND MARTIN

Lancing College Mar. 31; Southwick Dec,.22;
Pair Lancing Sept. 28. 1 f. in orchard
Sompting July 20.

Large west movement Sanct. Oct, 12;

500 Downs Oct. 26.

1 Mile Oak April.l6; 1 Sanct. Apr. 17;

5 in pairs bred Sanct; No definite roost
in 1975; up to 200 pre-roosting Sanct.
Sept. 18 - Oct. 7; heavy eastward passage
Sanct. in autumn, max, 600 per hour Oct. 2.
800 per hour Sept. 20 and 29; 300 moving
south Adur levels Sept. 21; 2 Sanct. Nov.l;
1 Downs Nov. 12.

1 Sanct. April 17; 40 Sanct. May 24 and
60 there June 17; ¢ 250 Sanct. Aug. 30,
31st and Sept. 4; 100 Sept. 30; 2 Sanct.
Nov. E-

1 Annington Brooks May 17.
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281,
284,
2B6.

289.
290,

293 -

311.

317,

318.

HOODED CROW
MAGPTE
I

BLUE TIT
COAL TIT

WILLOW TIT

1 Downs Oct. 30 = Nov. 13. (B.F.J.).

Up to 6 Sanct. all year.

2 0.S.R. Mar 28; singles Sanct. Oct. 2, 25
and 27, 2 there Oct. 12; 22 Downes Oect, 10 and
12 on Oct, 16. Up to 4 on 3 other Oct. dates
on Downs.

80 individuals trapped S.R.B Dec. 2l.

Singles Sanct. Sept. 29, Oct. 2, Nov. 1;

2 there Dect. 27.

Present all year C.H., Devils Dyke G.C.,
Stanmer Great Wood.

IONG-TAILED TIT All year Sanct., max. 6 in autumn;

NUTHATCH
TREE CRLEPER

MISTLE THRUSH

FIELDFARE

REDWING

RING OUSEL
WHEATEAR

STONECHAT

occasional C.H. .
Singles C.H. Mar, 28; Stanmer Great Wood Sept.25
1 C.H. Feb, 285 1 Sanct. Nov. 8 = 305 1
Shoreham Dec. 12 - 14,

Up to 4 regular Sanct; nest 3 young July &
Shoreham,

50 0.8.R Mar, 23, 300 there Mar. 28; 45 Downs
April 103 fewer numbers Downs autumn, 60 max.
Nove %3 19 west Sanct., Oct. 11 and 17 east
Oct. 27.

100 0.5.R Mar. 23; 4 C.H. April 8; 1 Downs

April 10; Many overhead at night Shoreham

Oct. 83 2 Sanct, Oct. 12, but no more than 10
to the end of the year. 100 Downs Oct, 24 and
50 there Nov. 12.

1 Downs Oct. 16. (B.J.F.)

1 W.W. Mar. 28; 2 Ferring and W.R.D. Mar. 28;
up to 7 Downs last wk. Apr; 8 Downs Aug. 10,
12 there Aug. 113 12 ShiR.D. Aug. 17;

& W.R.Da Aug, 223 max. & Downs Sept.;

20 Harb. Sept. 17§ L Downs Oot. 16

Reported wintering from several localities,

_possibly bred Sanct., lancing Clump and Downs.

WHINCHAT

Many autumn records from Downs, Sanct, 0.5.R.,
W.R.D., Sh.R.D. S.H., max. 24 Downs Oct, 16.
Late Dec. records of 1 or 2 birds on Downs,
Sanct., W.W. and airfield.

2 Downs April 28; autumn records Downs Aug. 10 -
Oct. 25 with max. 40 on Aug. 30 and 30 on Sept.7;
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320.

521,

322,

325.
327.

333

337.

3h3.

REDSTART

BLACK REDSTART

NIGETINGALE

ROBIN

Sanct. max. 3 Aug. 26 to Sept. 29; 12 W.R.D.

Aug. 173 singles at Sh. R.D., airfield and
C.H.3 up to 15 Brooklands Sept.; &8 No Man's

Land ﬂug- i

1 m. Downs Aug. 20; 1 f. there April 23;

July 16 Westdene 1 imm.; 1 f. Sanct. Eept 23

1 f. C.H. Sept. 4, 17 and Oct, 1; 1 imm.

5.H. Sept. 23; E Downs Sept. 10; 1 there

Oct. 22 and Nov. 2.

1 Harb, Jan. - Mar.; 1 W.W. Feb, 14; 3 (1m.)

Southwick Feb. 24; 2 m. singing Southwick

summer and 1 pair produced 1 young, 2 there

Dec. 3; 2 Downs QOct. 16, 3 there Oct. 24

and singles Oct. 26. and Nov. 12.

1 Mile Oak April 285 1 Wappingthorn iood

May 16.; 1 singing Airfield May 24,

i singing 0C30 hrs. Bevendean Jan., 1.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Singles Sanct. 4pril 21, May 10 and June 22;

REED WARBLER

SEDGE WARBLER

BLACKCIP

G, .ADEN WARBLER

YVHITETHROAT

singles Downs April 24, May 5 and 9, with 3
Downs May 73 1 Mile Oak April 28; singles
Devils Dyke area April 26, May 22 and July 9.

3 Sanct., May 3, 5 pairs bred there, up to 10
during autumn and last bird Oct, 11; bred
around Airfield; 1 CH, Sept., 8.

1 Sanet, April 22; bred arcund Airfield,
numercus in local reed beds in Sept.

1 ﬂ-EiRd &'!Ptl ﬂ-

1 m. Vestdene Jan. 21 - April 163 1 f. as well
from Mar, 19; 1 C.H. April 25; 1 Sanct. April
29; &4 Sanct. Sept. 19 and 3 there Nov. 2.

1 C.H. May 1; &4 Downs May 24 and 3 there

June 2; max. 3 Sanct. Aug. 23 and 1 there

Octe 5§ 1 = 2 C.H, July 28 - Sept. 16.

1 Downs April 24%; 4 - 5 Devil's Dyke Apr.26;
scemed more numerous Mill Hill; 7 Sanct.

July 8; 20 W.R.D Aug. 17 and 12 there Aug.22.

LESSER WHITETHROAT 1 pair C.H, Apr.25; 1 Sanct. Apr.26 and 3

or more there in May; 6 Downs Aug. 30; 1 - 2
C.H. July 7 - Sept. 173 Sanct, throughout
Augey max. 5 Aug. 20 until Sept. 23.
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354, WILLOW WARBLER 1 Sanct. April 12, over 20 there April 29; 1
Hove April. 15; 1 C.H. April 18; 12 Downs April
2ks wvery few autumn records, marked decrease in
autumn passage Sanct.
356, CHIFF-CHAFF 1 Sanct. 7 dates Jan 7 - Mar 43 1 singing Sanct.
Mar. 26 and April 103 1 S.R.B Mar. 28; 1 C.H.
April 123 4 Sanct,. June 19; max. autumn count
Sanct. 3 Septe 195 1 Sanct, Dec. 6.
357, WOOD WARBLER 1 Sanct. April 29.
%64, GOLDCREST Resident Sanct. and C.H.; spring influxes Mar. 15
and April 19; Numerous autumn; 30 S.H. Oct. 273
9 trapped Sanct. Nov. 2.
365, FIRECREST 1 m. Sanct, Jan. 14 and Feb. 22, single bir-ds
T . 8anet, Feb, 25, Mar.8 and April 193 3 Downs
Feb. 4 and April 10; 1 C.H. Mar, 17 - April 3;
1 Downs Oct. 24 and 1 Sanct. Oct. 27.
366, SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 1 Sanct. May 13, 3 there May 19; attempted
¢ breeding Sanct. produced 4 young at Ferring;j up
to 10 0.H. Augs 6 = Oct. 33 1 W.R.D. Oct. 71
1 ‘Sanct. Oct. 1l.
268, PIED FLYCATCHER No spring records. 1k sightings between
Aug. 10 and Sept. 5, all singles, except 2 Sanct.
Aug. 203 2 C.H. Sept. 5 and 1 Shoreham Aug. 173
2 W,R,D. Sept. 4; 1 No Man's Land Aug. 3l.
370, (RED BREASTED FLYCATCHER) Good description of a bird, probably
a male, Shoreham April. 25. Not confirmed.
373, MEADQPIPIT 100 Downs Oct. 165 30 flew in W.W. Mar,31.
376, TREE PIPIT 1 Shaves Vlood Jume 15; 1 Downs July 6, 1 W.R.D.
Aug., 19 and 2 there on Aug. 22 and 26.
379. ROCK PIPIT Up to 3 Houseboats, winter.
380, ALBA SP., WAGTAIL Bred Sanct; Roost 50 - 70 from early Sept,
in reed bed by flyover.
381, GREY WAGTAIL 1 Sanct. Mar. Aug. 12 and Sept. 27§ 1 Shoreham
Sept. 27; 2 Adur Oct 4 and 1 there until the
end of year.
382, YELIOW WAGTAIL 2 C.C. May 4; 3 - 4 Wyckham Wood May 103 up
to 4 Sanct. fug. 4 - Sept. 29; 5 W.R.D. Aug.l9;
5 west Shoreham Sept. B3 & Hove Oct. 8.
%84, GREAT GREY SHRIKE 1 Downs Jan. 15 (per C.E.M.)
389, BTARLING 3000 roost Downs Aug. 27 and 1000 Sepb. 63
Many flocks, often of several thousand, flying
east to roost over Sanct. Nov. BSmall roost 200
5&11'21:.. DEC. 18




392.
393.

394.
395.
396'

397.

Lol.
Loy,
l“ﬁai

kca,
Lio,

415.
421,

bas,

GREENFINCH
GOLDFINCH

9
2

5
=
=
=

o)

B

BULLFINCH
BRAMBLING
YELLOW HAMMER

CORN BUNTING

CIRL BUNTING
EEED BUNTING

TREE SPARROW

200 Downs, Fﬁb-—:ﬁ

Pair bred Southwick sea front; abundant at
Sanct. during autumn; 25 Sh.R.D. Sept, 2

300 Pyecombe Sept. 15; 150 Downs Oct. 103

12 Eﬂuthﬂiﬂk Dﬂﬂ; 3-

20 Downs Oct. 16, 1 there Oct. 26 and 5 on
Nov. 12; 3 Sanct. Oct. 25; 1 S.H. Nov. 22,
Sanct. abundant in autumn, 250 roosted Oct. 273
80 Sh.R.D. Sept. 10 and 250 there Oct, 15,

No records for Jan. or Feh. 18 Adur Nov, 26,
13 there Dec. 17, 50 on Dec. 18, 10 on Dec. 20
and & Dec. 23; 15 Sanct. Dec. 20.

Few individual Sanct. early year. 5 Sanct.
Oct. 7; 200 passed over eastward there Qet.11,
150 on Oct. 12; present until Nov. 16 with
max. 40 on Oct. 25, 20 on Nov. 2 and 28 Nov,16.
1 S.R.B. Oct. 3 and 2 there Oct. 25

Present all year C.H, Devils Dyke and Sanct.
150 Downs Oct. 26; 200 there Dec. 9.

2 m. W.R.D. Mar 28; 1 Downs Mar 31 and 1
there Dec, 28.

Downs 80 on Oct. 30 and 200 on Dec. e

500 roosting S.R.B. Feb. 8 and 400 there
throughout Dec; 200-300 Sanct. Augs 90
roosting by Adur late Aug.

lm, Hoe Court June 16.

Singles at Sanct., Devil's Dyke and C.H.

Small parties of 3-4 }ill Hill Nov.-Dec;
numercus in ditches around Airfield.

Few C,H. Jan. 1 - April 103 150 Downs

Feb. 23; birds visiting nest-box Lancing
garden April 19-22; up to 2 drinking in
Sanct. summer; 20 Downs Oct. 16, 50 there

on Nov. 3, increasing to 200 by Nov. 293

roost 100 S.H. Nov. 8.

LI T B
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BIRDS AROUND SHOREHAM 1975

By the end of the year so few members had sent in.records that
the prospects of producing a comprehensive report of the birds in
our area seemed remote, Fortunately throughout mid-January of '76
a deluge of reports were submitted, eventually collecting to a greater
number of records than the past few years have seen.  Although only
12% of society members contributed records, a few have documented
certain areas very thoroughly. s usual B,F, and F.J, Forbes have
covered the downland regions and the foreshore at Ferring; R.F.
Porter, as well as seeing many of the more unusual species, made
some useful counts of waders throughout the autumnj and C.F. Helyer
propped-up our eastern end with records from Coney Hill.

Although most of the aréa covered by this report. is dominated
by a huge urban strip, there is however- a good variety of habitats

. ranging from the urban garden to the estuarine mud flat and from the
" sea shore to the downland landscapes, each with a different bird life.
In recent years the "Downs" have been well watched and have produced
many of our best records; 1975 was no exception., Although harriers
and Rough Legged Buzzards were fewer in pumber, there were more owls,

many records of Sparrow Hawks, 2 or 3 Hobbies, and a Great Grey
Shrike. As well as predatory birds there were a good number of
migrants, Quail, a-Corncrake and Hooded Crow recorded from there.
The gardens always produce sightings of migrants, particularly Red-
starts and Pied Flycatchers,”but in April a bird was described in a
Shoreham parden which was almost certainly a male Red Breasted
Flycatcher. . : ] e

A glimpse along the foreshore or out to sea can alsoc be
interesting; Glaucous and Mediteranean Gulls were seen at Hove,
occasional grebes and divers off Widewater, and during spring and
autumn there was a marked passage of terns, waders and even 2 shear-
waters. Records of regular sea wafching used to be an annual
feature of the Society's magazine, unfortunately this has lapsed,
but it appears from the occasional watches done in 1975 that we are
missing a lot of birds.

Undoubtedly the habitat fer 1975 was the mud flats of the Adur;
along with the more common diet of waterside birds, came fruitier
species 1like Spotted Redshank, Little Stint, Curlew-Sandpiper and
Ruff and the real spice of a Kentish Plover in August and a possible
Slender-billed Curlew in November. Should this last bird be
accepted by "British Birds" it will be the first U.K. record of this
species. Along the tide line, buntings, finches and Twite could be

20.
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seen feeding, and in July a small dumpy yellow finch with a Serin-
like call was seen there, .

During Autumn, several members recorded Jays in unusually
large groups or in strange places, likewise they recorded more
diurnal migration, particularly of hirundines, Goldfinches, Redpolls,
Starlings, larks and pigeons. Escaped exotic birds can provide a
bit of colour and excitcment to a day's bird watchingz; 4n 1975 2
Parakeets were present on the downs north of Brighton and a
Cereopsis Goose was seen by the river in July. Another colourful
bird, a canary-yellow gull, provoked much discussion earlier in
the year; in rotrospect this was surely a first year Black-Headed
Gull dyed yellow by the London Gull Study Group. :

From news Ietters and journals it appears 1975 was nationally
a memorable year for ornithologists with good falls of migrants
in spring, fabulous numbers of continental birds arriving in autumn
and more than usual new species added to the British List:. I
don't think we missed out in Shoreham.

J.AHHI

® & ® k" e oo

TOM PALMER

Although not a foundation member of the Society (he joined 4in
1957), Tom Palmer, who died in hospital in April last, aged 8%, was
the Society's recorder from 1965-1974, and one of its most enthusia-
stic and industrious supporters. i

In addition, he volunteered to check ané pack the Report and
other literature sent to members of the Susscx 0.5. from the time
of its formaticna

These zre the bare facts of his contribution to local orni-
thology. To thosc of us who knew him, h= will be remembered as a
warm and lively personality, who had no pr-%lem in bridging the
gencration gaps - children were particularly fond of him - and who
took pride in remembering and greeting by name the many peopla he
met in both Societies,

Since the loss of his wife, some fourteen years earlier, he
bad lived with his books - he was widely read, particularly in music
and military as well as natural history; and despite failing health
was ready to go out bird-watching, often in the mud and cold of
winter, until well past &0,

He had a ready wit and delighted in exchanging genial insulte
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with his friends, who will remember him with pleasure and affection,
and amongst whom the writer counts it a privilege to have been
numbered. C.F.H

- - -
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MALLORCA INTERLUDE

On the 26th April, 1975, the Sussex Ornithological Society began
cne of its most adventurcus outings yet, as a party of ten brave souls
set out for sunny Mallorca. Now nine months later it is possible
only to recount the few moments that live on in one's memory.

For reference when planning a holiday to that Island, I would
recommend "Lets look at Mallorca", an Ornitholidays guide. The
Island measuree roughly 62 miles from east to west, and 47 miles from
north to south; it is almost 1,400 square miles in area and supports
a population of 400,000 of whom 50% live in Palma, Over 270 bird:
species have been recorded, using the Island as a stepping-stone for
trans-Mediterranean migration. Our base was in the north sast of
the Island at Puerto Pollensa, a small town at the base of the
Formentor Peninsular occupying the narrow coastal plain.

The Spring of 1975 was windier than usual, making some birds
mere elusive, but generally migrants were thin on the ground.
Nevertheless, the party managed to record 112 species during the
week. For my part, 26 of these were new,

Before I mention some of the specialities, a word of caution.
When in a new environment, do not identify a large black corvid fly-
ing low over a field as a Rook/Carrion Crow, they are extremely rare
in Mallorca. Their race of Raven is slightly smaller than ours.
Fortunately we were told of our error later that evening.

By the end of April the majority of song birds have arrived and
are holding territory, whilst moving amongst them are our passage
migrants. Around our hotel were 3 Nightingales who kept going
almost day and night., Cettis and Fan-Tailed Warblers jockeyed with
them. One Fan-Tail found that the curved shape of the hotel acted
as an amphitheatre and often flew close past our 5th floor window in
its song flight. The hedges of the Island scemed to be alive with
Sardinian Warblers, even more so were the pines with Serins.

By the end of April there is just enough light in the morning
for a short early morning walk before breakfast and the hardy few
were generally rewarded. One morning there was an Osprey carrying
a fish flying overhead; on another, 5 Short-Toed Larks, then 6 Honey
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Buzzards in a line followed by a dark phase Booted Bagle.

After breakfast we set out on a whole day trip mainly on foot,
but assisted by the local bus services and once by coach and hired
car, During the week we managed to cover the Boquer Valley, La
Albufera Marsh and Salinas, Porto Colom, Salinas de Levante,
Ternellas Valley and the Formentor Peninsular. This allowed us
to experience the greatest variety of scenery and habitat available -
marsh, mountain and sea coast. As much as one could was visited
in the short time we hmd available. This enhanced the number of
species of bird encountered.

Nearly all the time was dedicated to birding and it is no
surprise, (we felt that we deserved it,) that we had very good
views of our new birds. We will all remember how prominent the
Sardinian warbler was in the hedge-rows; its counterpart in the
damper habitats and reed beds was the Cettis warbler; both were
were very common,. Serine were to be found at a1l levels and were
both more colourful and noisy than expected. The bird of the
Salinas has to be the Black-'inged Stilt. Many were still coming
out of winter attire, whilst others had their dark crowns and were
nesting. They were very agressive in defence of their breeding
areas. Harriers and Purple Herons were actively pursued.

The sea arcund the Island was very interesting with an abundance
of shearwaters. Off Formentor and Porto Colom, parties of Balearic
and Cory's Shearwaters can be seen to be to-ing and fro-ing. Ve
were exceptionally lucky in seeing a Mallorecan rarity at each of
theses two places. At Porto Colom after having seen 2 adult and 1
Jjuvenile Audouin's Gulls fly close past the low cliffs, we caught
sight of a GREAT SKUA. Then at Formentor w= managed a further 2
Great Skuns and a first winter Gannet during a short sea watch.

Whes we passed into drier and rockier areas we often met Tawny
Pipits - lavely pale birds without =ny spois on their chests.
Hoopoes wore a common sight, but we never tired of their beauty and
mellow calls.  Higher still we . found that lovely thrush, the Blue
Hock Thrush, but unfortunately never the Rock Thrush. Then up
into the mountains by the Ternellas Valley we entersd the Eurcpean
stronghold of the Black Vulture. The four birds performed well
for us, after our longest walk of the holiday.

Finally my three lasting memories:-
(1) Vaders - Never before have I seen a flock in excess of
50 Little Stints together.
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(2) Bee-Eaters - It was worth running nearly 7 mile to see
three in an orchard, which were found five minutes before
we were due to leave Salinas de Levante,.

(3) Raptors - On the right day and at the right time it is
possible to see Eleanora's Falcons in squadron strength
over La Albufera Marsh, and even a male Golden Oriole in
flight.

# @ & & & @ ® 0 ¥

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF MIGRANTS FOR 1975

This feature has been compiled from records sent in by members;
abbreviations are the same as in 'Notable Birds of the Area'.

Whimbrel 3s+ ' 5.75 PFerring 17« 9.75. Sanct.
Common Sandpiper. 28, 5.75 Alrfield T 10975 Adur
Common/Arctic Tern. 20. L4.75 W.W. 174 . QLTS Harb.
Little Tern k., 5.75 Adur 28. 9.75 Harb.
Sandwich Tern 6. 4.75 E.W.B. 18, 32.75 Hove
Turtle Dove 2k. 4,75 Downs 28. 9.75 T.B.% Lancing
Cuckoo 20. 4.75 Downs 12. 8.75 Sanct.
Swift 3. 5,75 Sanct. 28, 9,95 Downs
Swallow 16. L4.75 Mile Oak 124 B1LT5 Downs
House Martin 17. L4.75 Sanct. 8s 11475 Sanct.
Fiﬂldfm 11- 19-?5 Sﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂt - 10Q 1" .?5 Dﬂwﬂﬂ
Redwing 8. 10.75 Shoreham  10. 4.75 Downs
Wheatear 2B. 3.75 various sites 16. 10.75 Downs
Whinchat 28. 4.75 Downs 25. 10.75 Downs
Redstart 20. L4.75 Downs 28 1175 Downs
Grasshopper Warbler 21. 4.75 Sanct. 9. 7.75 Devils Dyke
Reed Warbler 3« 5.75 Sanct. 11, 10.75 Sanct,
Sedge Yarbler 22. 4,75 Sanct. 21l. 9.75 0.8.1.
Blackcap 25. 4.75 C.H. 2. 1SS Sanct.
Garden Warbler 1. 5.75 C.H. 5. 10.75 Banct.
Whitethroat 24, 4,75 Downs 12.  9.75 C.H.
Lesser Whitethroat 25. %.79 C.H. 25. 9.75 Sanct.
Willow Warbler 12. 4.75 Sanct. k. 9.75 Sanct.
Chiff=Chaff 26 - 3 l?5 Sanct. 5 - 12 l?ﬁ Sanct.
Spotted Flycatcher 15. 5.75 Sanct. 1S 10275 Sanct.
Yellow Wagtail L, 5.75 Shoreham 20. 9.5 Sanct.

Excluding probably wintering Chiff-chaffs, Blackcaps or
Common Sandpipers.
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ARKANSAS TRAVELLERS

My wife and I have recently returned to this area after some
twelve years and we are new members of the Society. We have also
just returned from a vieit to the State of Arkansas in the United
States.

We were really impressed by the brilliant colouring of some of
the more common birds. A daily visitor to our daughter's garden
was the Cardinsl; there is no other bird which resembles it, being
almost completely red, with a very prominent crest and just a little
black around the base of its red bill. The length is 7% to 9 ins.
the female being light brown, with the crest and red bill of the
male, but very little of its colour,

Noisy Blue Jays werc regular visitors - very striking birds,
blue, black and white in colour, a large blue crest, blue black
¥ail and wings and a black necklace across the whztlah underparts.
Its length 11 to 122 inches, female and young being similar to the
male,

Like itz English counterpart the White-breasted Nuthatch creeps

down the tree trunks head first, The back and top of the head is
much bluer than the Nuthatch found in this country, with white sides
to the head throat and breast. length 5 to 63 inches.

The plump Black-Capped Chickadee is named after it's ecall.

The Chickadee is = constant visitor to feeding stations, often feed-
ing upside down.

The Chickadees and Nuthatches are often in winter accompanied
by the Downy Woodpecker which often visits feeding stations and is
quite similar in size and appearance to our Lesser Spotted Wood-
pecker. The male has a small red patch on the back of its head =and
a vertical white stripe down its back. Length 6% to 74 inches.

The female is - little smaller and lacks the red on the head.

"Listen to the Mockinghird" pgoes the song, and the Mockingbird
is, indeed, worth hearing. It's song imitates other birds' song,
with something original added, Mockingbirds nest around homes and
were seen in the garden daily, they are slender, grey, and have
white patches on the wings and on the tail. Length 9 to 11 inches;
the female is similar,

Cne bird which we did not see on this visit, but which we have
seen previously is the Robin which is the largest (length 10 inches)
of the American thrushes. Homesick colonists named the Robin after
the European bird which has a much redder breast, The male has
rather an orange-coloured breast, black head, brown back, wings and
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tail, with = spotted throat.

There are many mors which we could describe, perhaps at some
other time. One we saw after the snow con the playing field had
melted was a bird which is a rare visitor to Western Europe, the
Killdeer. This is a large Flover marked by a2 double breast band,
and orange brown rump and tail. It gets it's name from it's loud
"Killdeer" call; its length is 9 to 11 inches the sexes being almost
identical. Its normal habitat would be open meadows and ploughed
fields or preferably mudflats and beaches.

V.A. Banbury.
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SLENDER-BILLED CURLEW AT SHOREHAM ?

The following two accounts are copies of notes submitted to |
"British Birds" in support of two independent cbservations of a bird
which, if accepted, will be the first Slender-billed Curlew for
Britain.

(a) from Dr. J. Stafford:

November 2%rd., 15.30 hrs. West bank of Adur under flyover
bridge of A 27, Shoreham. Good sunlight from behind on to bird.
Binoculars 10 x 50 and 10 x 40B, Bird at 20 yards feeding in the
mud under the bridge. Size of a Vhimbrel but Curlew-like; where
bill joined head an odd reddish colour; head had a flattened or
capped appearance. Bill looked longer than that of Vhimbrel.

Bird very white on underparts and flanks, with obvious brown circular
spots on flanks in profusion, and to a lesser extent on breast. No
Whimbrel head markings. Bill dark, long and decurved like a Curlew.
Legs dark (covered in mud). A pale over-all bird, not shy; it
walked towards us and a dog whilst feeding at this range (20 yids.).
Watched feeding 2 - 3 minutes, then it flew off down river. No call.
In flight white V-shaped rump, boldly barred tail like Curlew, but
paler; circular spotting well seen as it flew. Barred secondaries
and dark primaries. Despite search, the bird was not seen again
before darkness overtook.

(b) from Dr. J.i. Newnham

November 16th., Mill Hill, Shoreham, 15.30 hrs. Fresh NW wind,
cloudy, light fading. Whilst attending to some mist nets set for
a Blackbird roost I noticed a large wader feeding in a dry graze?
field standing amongst a patch of ragwort some 2ft. high. Above
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the weed all that could be seen was the head and bill, which was
identical to the shape of a Curlew, with a long evenly-decurved bill,
The head markings were not clear in the light, but it appeared
fairly even, with a suspicion of a elightly paler eye-stripe. I
could not see whether or not there was a crown stripe. As I
approached the bird continued to feed, aware but unperturbed by my
presence, \lhen it moved out of the dense wead, the most striking
feature was its size, which was similar to, perhaps even slighter
than a Whimbrel, The bird took to flight with no czll when I was
within 30 yds. TIte flight was more buoyant than Whimbrel. As it
flew away, the upper-sides generally appeared much lighter (despite
the light) with obvious white rump and barred tail, The back and
coverts were paler than Curlew, contrasting more with the primaries,
The bird circled overhead and again the undersides appeared exceed-
ingly pale. The bird settled in a nearby field and was left there
until dark whilst I continued to attend to the trapped birds. Two
days later there was no sign of the bird in the fields nearby, but
presumably the same bird was sesn by Dr, J. Stafford one week later.
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I REMEMBER EASTER 1975

I remember Easter 1975 and a week spent at Flatford Mill, on
the Suffolk/Essex border, as a student on a bird-watching course.

A brief word about the Mill itself: the dining room is in the
main building, with four large refactory tables and benches to seat
48 people. The library is used as a lecture room, and has an
excellent selection of books. In addition, there are two large and
one sm2ll laboratories. The bedrooms are upstairs; this part of
the building is all boarded, and everything creaked - it was no good
trying to crecp out unheard! However. it is centrally heated and is
very cosy. Then there is Willy Lott's cottage - what a dream, with
ite beams and rafters; impossible to desecribe! Tt is used mainly
for sleeping.

On Thursday, the course started with a briefing by our tutor,
Geoffrey Abbot, then a walk round the fields and back to the Centre
for our picnie lunch. After lunch, over the bridge ond along the
river, to find Bearded Tits in the reeds and a Short-eared Owl out
hunting. Then it snowed, and we had no alternative but to go back
to the Mill very pleased with our day.

Friday, and into the Land Rover to visit the Stour Estuary.

27

—



To find waders we went to Mistley, where there are acres of mud at
low tide. Unfortunately, there was also a blizzard, and we couldn't

see birds for snow. But we travelled on and the sun came out; we
walked across the fields to the estuary and saw Wigeon, Pintail etc.
After lunch we went to Walton-cn-the-Naze and found our waders.

Home for tea, and a wander round the paddock locking for woodland
birds; and the owl at the end quartering the reed bed.

Saturday, and to Abberton Reservoir, described in 1967 as
"Britain's No. 1 reservoir for wipifowl" - alasi we only saw a pair
of Egyptian Geese, Great Crested Grebes displaying and Mallard.

As we had also seen Gadwall, Golden Plover and a heronry, and was
now very cold we were all ready to return to the Mill.

Sunday was a free day, and five of us decided to walk along
the river to Mistley to see what we missed on Friday. We were
very pleased with ourselves when we found a Black Redstart on the
river bank. e got to Mistley, decided to eat our lutch and guess
what ? - another blizzard! The only thing to do was to start
walking, and once again we were lucky - the sun came out and we were
able to walk via the fields to find our owl before it smowed again.

Monday, and to the creek that leads to Havergate. It was a
cold but sunny day as we left the Land Rover and walked through the
woods to find several parties of Bearded Tits in the reed beds
bordering the fields. We crawled up the river bank and looked
over to see Avocets and hundreds of other waders. Ve decided that
this was the spot to eat. Imagine our surprise when a raptor flew
over the sand dunes - & Rough-legged Buzzard. It circled amd
climbed ever higher, and on following its flight we found another
with it. A super dayl

On Tuesday we went to Minsmere, where the first thing we saw
were Great Grey Shrikes but only one Avocet and a few other waders
on the Reserve, but I was very pleased to see Redpolls feeding cn
the path just like Sparrows. We then went north to Walberswick,
where a Bittern moved in the reedbeds, but went to ground before we
all saw it. What we did see was a pair of Marsh Harriers quarter-
ing the reeds. Another goocd day:

Wednesday saw the return home; it rained all the way, but it -
was nice to recall the friendliness of the other members of our class,
the Warden and his wife, Geoffrey, our tutor, and the other staff
who were all so helpful. There are other memories too numercus to
mention, but I enjoyed every minutel
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GARDEN BIRDS 1675

Garden at Steyning (P.J.Clay) Kestrel, Coal Tit, Reed Bunting,
Green Woodpecker.

Garden at HYassocks (Mr. & Mrs.H.E.Cooper) Long-tailed tit, Great
Spotted Woodpecker, Green Woodpecker.

Garden at Westdene (Mr. & Mrs.C.F.Helyer) Blackcap, Chiff/Willow,
Garden Warbler, Redstart, Pied
Flycatcher, Goldcrest, Coal Tit,
Green Woodpecker.

Garden at West Chiltington (Mrs.G.C.Holman) Long-tailed Tit,
Bullfinch.

Garden at:Shoreham (Miss E.M,.B.Rogers) Goldcrest, Tree Creeper.

FRCM OUR MEMBERS' NOTEBOOKS

Garden Woodpeckers at Hassocks.

With the Green Woodpecker an established and regular visitor,
May 31st. saw a Great Spotted feeding on ants on the garden lawn,
to add to the Lesser Spotted which has appeared in this garden in
several previous years. H.E.C.& Mrs.Ca

FPeregrine Falcon at the Sanctuary.

Whilst mist-netting at the Sanctuary on the morning of Sept.
11th. I noticed that all the birds in the area suddenly became
silent. High in the sky = large, heavy falcon circled over the
hillside, having appeared. It dwarfed the two local Kestrels,
Wings were pointed and tail was proportionataly shorter than Kestrel;
it was paic and barred on the underside, including the tail. As
it partially stooped, it showed a dark upporside, an obvious white
face and black moustachial pattern. The bird remained in the area
for less than a minute before drifting off eastwards.

JeAdla

Not to be Bullied!

On a warm August day, a Collared Dove was enjoying a cool-down
in a very large flower-pot saucer with another dowe and a Starling
waiting to have a go. The Starling, as is their wont, aggressively
moved in and took = peck at the dove, but the dove didn't.budge - it
gave the starling what scemed to be a “dirty look" and continued its
bathe, followed by the second dove and the Starling LAST.

29. E.M.B.R.
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Insomniac Robins.
During the past few weeks, when the weather has been mild, one

or more Robins have been heard in the neighbourhood of Southwick
Green singing for periods of up to twenty minutes at any hour of the
night - song has been noted at 11 p.m., midnight, 2, 4, and 6 a.m.

A spell of cold weather put a stop to the performance, but milder
conditions brought a resumption., It did not appear to relate to
the phase of the moon, but may have been associated with yellow
street lighting close to the tree roosts. C.F.H.

Kentish Plover at Shoreham.

August 3rd, '75 one imm. by Tcllbridge at dusk (18.00 hrs.).
Less wary than Ringed Plover, slightly smaller but head proportion-
ately larger. Bill larger than R.P. Upper parts greyish-buff,
slichtly golden tinge to crown and very mottled (scalloped) back,
Small trownish patch on shoulder/sides of breast. Underparts white
and the whole bird had a very 'white' appearance, especially about
the face. Legs dark (greyish-green when close). Bill black,
wing-bar white and white sides to tail, Flight-call when flushed
"tit-tit-tit-tit-tit", R.F.P.

This bird was also seen next day by B.J.F., who alsc sent in a
detailed description.

Shearwaters off Shoreham.

April 27th (18.00 hrs.), Widewater, sunny, calm sea with a
slight mist. Two birds, just discernible with the naked eye but
very distant, flew by west to east. Through 10 x 50 glasses they
were obviously shearwaters, smaller than the Fulmars which were also
flying past, with uniform dark upper parts. No good views were
obtained of the undersides as the sea was calm. Flight was straight,
5-6 flaps, followed by a lengthy glide on narrow, stiffly-held wings.

JIA.HI

Mediterranean Gull at Hove.

One adult in winter plumage at Hove Lagoon. Common Gull gize,
all white apart from pale grey upper wing and blackish line through
eye. Bill heavy with noticeable 'droop' at tip. Wing tips white -
no sign of any black markings. R.F.P.

Great Grey Shrikes in Collision
in the late afterncon of October 16th very close to the
Observatory at Dungeness, two Great Grey Shrikes were seen in the
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air together attacking a Golderest. In attempting the kill, their
wings collided, and in the distraction the Goldcrest made its escape.

CaF.Ha
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SUMMARTES CF FIELD QUTINGS 1975
Sunday, January 26th.

Amberley ild Brooks with Mr. Frank Forbes.

On a very fine day, about 16 members met in Amberley village
and procecded towards the river. ‘The Wild Brooks were flooded,
but provided few duck - 2 Wigeon, 12 Shoveler and a few dozen Teal
were noted, plus a Green Woodpecksr. But the highlizht of the
walk was a Goshawk, which was well seen as it flew over the Brooks,
and recognised as an adult male.

The subssquent visit to Rackham Woods was rather fruitless
apart from 2 Kestrels and another Green Woodpecker.

Sunday, Febru 23rd.

Sidleshem Fe to Church Norton with Dr, J.Stafford.

Some twenty members and friends walked from the Ferry to the
Church Norton beach and back on a fine warm day.

It was possibly one of the best days I remember for birds on
an outing of the Society in that area., We saw a total of well over
sixty species starting with a Short-eared Owl guartering the marsh,
plenty of waders, seen in 2 good light, about one hundred Black-
tailed Godwits fceding on the mud; Brent Geese calling in flight,
Slavoninn Grebes feeding in the channel, a strange rapter resting
in 2 piie tree that might have been a Sparrow Eawk. On the way back
an Avocet wns feeding in the pools left by the tide and as we
reached the Terry a Spotted Redshank flew by ealling. It was a
fine day for birds,

Saturday, March 8th.

014 Shoreham and Sanctu with Mr., C.E. Messer.

About a dozen members turned out at the old Toll Bridge on a
very dull, miserable day, with the threat of rain coming at any
minute. Very few birds were seen along the river bank, so we
decided to give it a miss and pay the Sanctuary a visit instead,
because 2 number of Firecrests had recently been seen there.

As we neared the Sanctuary it began to pour with rain, and on
reaching it we shcltered under trees, hoping the rain would socon
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stop. VWhile we were waiting, some of the members were just Iucky
enough to catch a quick glimpse of a Firecrest as: it darted from

tree to tree. Unfortunately, it disappeared as quickly as it had
come, This was for us the only good bird of the day, for the rain
had got steadily worse and, reluctantly, we decided to call it a day.

Saturday, April 5th.

Strivens Reed Bed with Messrs B.R. and P.J. Clay.

Some fifteen members gathered at 10 am.m. at the site of the old
Steyning Station to walk up the former railway track the short
distance to Strivens Reed Bed.

The mist nets were already set up - some near some peanuts so
that birds, especially tits and woodpeckers, might be attracted and
trapped. There was a steady flow of birds all morning, all of
which were examined for rings. If they were retraps the ring
number was noted; if not a ring of the appropriate size was fitted.
All the birds had their age and sex noted and their wing length and
weight taken.

The totals of birds caught were:

SPECIES RT  NB TOTAL

Wren 1 C 1

Great Tit 7 3 10

Reed Bunting 1 1 2 RT - Retrap
Willow Tit C 1 1 NB - New bird
Robin 1 4] 1

Greenfinch 0 2 2

Blue Tit 2 1 3

Total 12 8 20

Despite snow over Easter the weather was warm, and there was
little wind, making good ringing conditions. Birds seen included
2 Snipe, 1 Chiffchaff and a Yellowhammer., A fox was also seen,

Sunday, May 1lth.

Ambersham Conmmon with Mr. B.Metenlfe.

A pleasant sunny day was enjoyed by fifteen members, who met at
the common near the old railway track. A good concentration of
birds were scen near a stream which had open heath to one side and
woodland on the other. Tree Pipit and Reed Bunting were seen on
the heath and the wood provided Marsh Tit, Green Woodpecker and fine,
close views of a singing Wood Yarbler, in a typical oak-wood habitat.
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Other warblers seen or heard included Blackcap, Chiffehaff, White-
throat, Garden Warbler and Willow Warbler.

A circular route was then taken westward along the old railway
line, which produced another Wood Warbler and added Great Spotted
Woodpecker and Long-tailed Tit. Thence through rather birdless
woods to a viewpoint high on the edge of the common, where a
superb panorama of the whole area was enjoyed by all. . Then back
to the cars for lunch, adding Stonechat, Nuthatch and Willow Tit.

In mid-afternoon, when the party had dwindled to six, the
bird of the day was secn when a small raptor, spotted by a sharp-
eyed member was identified as a Hobby. This was Jjoined by a
second bird, and we all had the greatest pleasure watching a
display of aerial manoceuvres conducted by two avian masters of
that art - a fitting finale to a fine day's birding in one of the
most beautiful settings in Sussex.

Thurs May 22nd.

Angmering Park and Blakehurst with Miss V. Lyon.

About 15 members assembled at the "Dover” turning on the A 27
on a cold and showery evening. Mr. Bernard Forbes led the first
part of the walk eastward into Angmering Park and Miss Lyon then
tock over for the walk towards Blakehurst Farnp.

We started with two Blackcaps singing by the cars, but drew
almost blank in the plantatiop near the road, as it was still
rather early in the evening., We had slightly better luck in the
forestry between Dover House and Blakehurst Farm with four roding
Woodcock and one or two Grasshopper Warblers at dusk, singing on
an area of recently felled and replanted forest. Tawny Owls were
also vociferous in the wood.

Eﬂturd '.._',-'__1_._ ne Eth-

Chailey Common with Mr. A. Burstow.

Owing te the unavoidable sbsence of the appointed leader, the
Field Secretary undertook to be at the meeting point to lead any
members who might wish to explore the area, which has not before
been chosen for a Field Outing.

It was a beautiful June evening, but only three members
Joined the F,5. and although we spent quite a time, first at the
Ditchling end and then the Chailey section of these two adjacent
commons, little was seen. A few Willow Warblers, a couple of
Moorhens on the pond, and a cuckoo calling occasionally (mockingly?),
really summed up the evening.
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We hoped for better fortune at Shaves Wood on our way home,
as a Nightingale had been reported there. Alasi Hhere too we
drew a blank, and although a delightful spring evening, it could
hardly be regarded as profitable birdwise.

I have also to report that 1975 was the first year I have not
heard a Mightingale singing since its song was first broadeast on
the radio - but please don't check on that datel

Saturday, July Sth.

Charlton Forest with Mr. R.P. Meadows.

On a fine evening ten members approached the traditional
Nightjar area by the shorter route. Earlier reconnaissance had
found warblers and woodpeckers there, but by & p.m. these had
unfortunately subsided, and the party had to be content with
Grasshopper Warbler as the only audible passerines, but had good
views of probably three pairs of Mightjars, both churring and
"eoo-icking". No Woodcock appeared, but a Tawny Owl was heard,
and some deer were seen at gratifyingly clese range. On the
walk back, around 11 p.m., three glow-worms were sSeen.

EUHD&Y, October 26th.
Cissb and Chanctonb with Mr. C.E. Messer.

Thirteen members gathered at the Steep Down car park on a
bright =2nd windy day, for the usual walk to Chanctonbury.
Several interesting raptors had been seen during the previous
week, including Rough-legged Buzzard, so we set off full of hope.

Stonechats were plentiful and Tree Sparrows, too, were
frequently seen in small parties along the headgerows. One
interesting bird to turn up was a Black Redstart; everyone had
good views of it as it hunted insects from a fence -post in
front of us.

We soon started to see the odd Kestrel, and later we had
some rather distant views of Sparrowhawks, but unfortunately for
us all other raptor species eluded us for the rest of the day.
So late in the afterncon, after a hopeful start, we reluctantly
agreed to eall it a day.
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SHOREHAM ORNITHOLOGICAL SCOCIETY

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT TO 31st DECEMBER, 1975

RECEIPTS fisDa EXPENDITURE E.pe
Brought farward 110,38 Subscription:

Subscriptions: British Birds 14,00

lhg g 3250 151.00 Binding 275

Sale af Reports 1.60 BB, F:B. .00

Film Show - Visitors 8.80 B.T.9. 330

Miscellaneous Receipts 0.80 Shgzzzi: Community 5.00

Sepcivy ey = sede 0.25 Film Show Expenses 23.14

P.0. Bank Interest 5.51 _ Sanctuary Rent 4,00

e ek Printing 81.55

Duplicating 300

Staticnery 3.84

Postage 2042

Hire of Huntingdon Hall 8.25

Lecture Expenses 8.50

7ield Day Fxpenses 2.40

Miscellanecus Expenses 5.25

Balance in hand 31.12.75
31.12.1975 22.24
£279.34 £279.34

AUDITED ARD FOUND CORRECT

(SIGUED) C. ¥. HILYER HOMN. TRUASURER
e & (Signed) G.W. RAMPTON
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January 18th

February 8th

March 22nd

October 22nd.

November 10th

LIST OF LECTURES 1975

Ornitholidays to Ethopia
FLYING BIRDS
A WELCOME IMN THE MUD
SHETLAND-ISLES OF THX
SIMMER DIH
Annual General Meeting

and
Twenty Years of Bird Watching
Bird Identification

Birds and Trees

¥ ¥ @ B ®F & @ & B

_‘56-»

Mr. L.G.Holloway
Three R.S.F.B.

films at Shoreham
Town Hall.

Mr. Tony Harr
Dr. J. Stafford

Mr. A. Mitchell




SHOREHAM ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP LIST 1975

Mr. & Mrs. S.R. Allen,
Mrs. B. Arnold,
Mrs. I.D. Barlow,

Miss H. Bartlett,

Miss K.M. Bartlett,
Miss A. Bayliss,

Mr. B.R. Beasley,
Mrs. B.A. Beynon,
Capt. J. & Miss J.Bigegs, (Hon.)

Miss V.V. Blake,

Mr. K. Bolingbroke,

& Mrs. E.W. Bowes,
Miss K.M. Bowyer,

Rev,

Miss M, Bull,

Mrs. B.M. Buckler,

Mr. A. Burstow,

Mr. S.J. Carter,
Mrs. Carey,

Miss J.E, Cater,
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3 Mill Hill, Shoreham BN4 S5TG
1 The Crescent, South Lancing

L3 King's Stone Avenue,

Steyning B4 3 FJ

"Chancton"™, The Street
01d Shoreham.

28 Matlock Road, Brighton BN1 5BF

13 The Street, Pyecombe,
Brighton BN4 7EE

39 Mill Lane, Shorcham.
55 Rosslyn Road, Shorehsm.,

C/0 Mrs. Wyatt, 3 St.Botolph's Rd.
Worthing.

35 Hollingbury Gardens, Worthing.
24 Cornwall Gardens, Brighton 6.
40 Fxmoor Drive, Worthing.

& Seafields, The Close
Shoreham-by-Sea

bt King's Stone Av
BNk 3FJ

116 St.Leonard's Avenue,
Hove BN3, 4QN.

27 Erringham Road, Shorcham

enue, Steyning

111, Ophir Road, Worthing.
4y Greenways Crescent, Shoreham
73, Qld Shoreham Road, Shoreham




(J)

(J)

Mre. E. Chadwell,
Miss T. Chadwell
Mrs. M,E. Chandler,

Miss M. Charles,
Mr. & Mrs. A.B. Childs,

Mre R.VW. Clay
Mr. B.R. Clay
Mr. F.J. Clay
Mrs. P.E. Cockerton,

Mr. & Mrs, Cole,

Miss E.M. Coombs,
Mr. & Mrs., H.E. Cooper,

Mrs. R.F. Cordero,

Miss M. Davies-Scourfield,

Messrs G.D.F. & J. Dixon,

Mr. & Mrs. A.A. Dumbrell,
Mr. A. Zdwards,

Mrs. E. Edwards,

Mr. & Mrs, J.C, Evans,
Mrs. D.N. Evans,

19, Goldstone Crescent,

Hove BN3 61Q.

19, Goldstone Crescent,
Hove BN3 ELO

"Four Winds", Church Close,
Morth Lancing.

298, Upper Shoreham Road, Shoreham

Cobbers, 6 Bennett Avenue,
Hove BN3 6UR

11 Foman Road, Steyning.

n " "

31 Buckingham Hoad, Shoreham

Barn End, 27 Amberley Drive,
Goring-on-Sea.

11 St.James Avenue, North Lancing
38 Hurst Rond, Hassocks.

Rohan Iodge, Wadhurst Park,
Wadhurst, Sussex.

2 Andrew Closs, Steyning.

Rock Cottage, Common Hill,
West Chiltington, Fulborough.

& Southdown Avenue, Brighton.

4] Hawthorn Road, Broadwater,
Worthing.

41 Hawthorn Road, Broadwater,
Worthing. ’ i

19 Penlands Way, Steyning, Bl4 3PN.
€2 Mill Drive, Hove, BN3 €WD
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Mrs. E. Farmer,
Mr. F.J. Forbes,
Mr. B. Forbes
Mrs. H.A. French,
Mrs. I.M. Fry,

Mr. A.F. George,
Mr. P.H., Giles,
Mrs, M. Gillett,
Mrs. N. Goddard,

Mrs. D.L. Glibbery,
Mr. & Mres. D.R. Grant,
Miss C.P.S. Griffiths, (Hon)

HI‘- E HI‘EI- C’- H—;"-J-EI

Mr. R. Hamlyn,

Miss M. Heath,

Mr. & Mrs, C.F, Helyer,
Mr. H. Hiscoke,

Miss E. Holden,

Dr. M, Hollings,

Mr. ;'-L-E- HDltEﬂn,

Mrs. M.A. Hopkins,
Mrs. 0.M. Hunt,

78 Park Aivenue, Shoreham.

16 Chesswood Road, Worthing

L2 Penstone Park, Lancing.

261 Upper Shoreham Road, Shoreham
24 Windlesham Gardens, Shorecham

107, King Edward Avanué, Worthing.
313, Brighton Road, Worthing.
10 Tongdean Avenue, Hove &,

Birch Spinney, Hazelwood Close,
Storrington.

2, Clyde Terrace, Steyning BN4 3YN
12 New Road, Shoreham

16 Devonshire Close, Amersham,
Bucks HPE 5J6

"Lamont", 23 Offington Drive,
Worthing.

"Meadows", Wells Close,
Plumpton Green, Sussex.

152, Orchard Street, Chichester
41 Roman Way, Southwick BNG LTn

5 Upton Avenue, Southwick BN4 LWF
39, Penlands Rise, Steyning

St.Cyprian, Ham Manor Closé,
Angmering.

Oakmere, Mill Road,

West Chiltington.
55 Lindum Road, Worthing.

2hi, Windlesham Gardens,
Shoreham-by-Sea.
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Mr. R. Ives,
Mr. & Mrs. Jenking,

Mr. Ca Jones,
Mrs. B. Jones,
Miss Joseph, (Hon.)
Mr. R. Kelly,

Miss H. Landman,

Mr. & Mrs. E.L. Lovett,

Mies V. Lyon,

Mrs. B.H. Marshall,

Mr. B.E. Matveeff,

Mr, D, & Miss M. McKechnie,
Dr. & Mrs. G, MeGregor,
Mr. R.P. Meadows,

Mr. C.E. Messer,

Mr. B. Metealfe,

Mr. & Mrs. H. Newcombe,
Dr. J.S. Newham,

Mr. & Mrs. B.,J., 0'Neil
Miss J.V. Nye,

Miss M. Ormerod,

9, Field Close, North Lancing.

Asheroft, Maudlyn Park “ay,
Steyning.

2 Holmbush Close, Shoreham.

2, Holmbush Close, Shoreham

Under Round Hill, Lains Road,
Steyning .

5 Ingram Court, Portland Road, Hove,

7 Leeward Road, Vest Worthing.

26 Vale Walk, Findon Valley
Worthing, BN14 OBS

Great Ballard, Eartham,

Nr. Chichester.
12 Woodland Court, Hove.
Ll, Breach Close, Steyning BN4 2RZ
73 Connaught Avenue, Shoreham
36 Bennett Drive, Hove BN3 6UT
Ashtrees, aldingbourne, Chichester.
125, Cokeham Lane, Lancing.
18 Newham Lane, Steyning.

4 Paythorne Close, Southwick BN4 3YB
38 Dean Close, Portslade, Sussex.
36A, South Street, Tarring, Worthing
16, Mallory Road, Hove, 4.

53 Terrines Avenue, Worthing
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Miss G.E. Pags,

Mr. T. Palmer, (Hon.)
HiBS H-t"l.g Pﬂ.nkhurﬂt'
Miss J. Parry,

Miss J, Partridge,

Mr. R.E. Peal,
Miss M.E. Polak,
Mrs.. C.V. Playford,

Mr, G.W. Rampton,

Mr. & Mrs. F,G, Ranger,
Mr. Ray,

irs. B. Reeve,

Mr. J.C. Reeves,

¥r. H. Richardson,

Mr. & Mrs, H.B. Rees,

Mr. & Mrs. F.W. Robbins
Mr. G.A. Robbins

Miss J.A. Rebbins

Mr. T.D. Rogers,

Miss Rogers,

Mr. & Mrs. Ruscoe,

Flat 4, Quendale Court,
Ithelred Road, Worthing.

11 Whitelot Way, Southwick BNL LYF
6 Church Close, Nerth Lancing.

35 Woodland Drive, Hove, 4
BN3 6DH.

Riverways, Riverside Road,
Shoreham-by-Sezn.

24 Creighton Avenue, London N,10
55 First lwwenue, Lancing.
95 Windfield, Epsom Road,
Leatherhead.
34k Croft Avenue, Southwick
BNG LiB, '
52 Cobton Drive, Hove BN3 6WE
Marlows, Mill Hill, Shoreham
Hoelain, Hoe Court, North Lancing.
58 Terrines .ivenue, Yorthing
35 Mill Lane, Shoreham.

"Garth", 25 West Drive, Ferring
Worthing.
114 01d Shoreham Road, Southwick

" " " n LLJ

n L] 1L " "

32 Buckingham Road, Shoreham.

157 Greenways Crescent,
Shereham.

innington 01d Farmhouse,
Botolphs, Steyning.
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Mr. F. Severs,

Miss B. Scatliffe,

Mr. B.J. Short,

Dr. & Mrs, J, Stafford,
Mr. D. Stone,

Mrs. & Miss Stringfellow,
¥Mr. K.J. Tanner,

Mr. D.J. Taylor

Miss E., Thecobald,

Miss M. Theobald,

5 Beach Road, Shoreham Beach.

36 Shirley Drive, Hove BN3 6UD
27 Shadwell Close, North Lancing.
Uplands, Mill Hill, Shoreham,

69 The Drive, Shoreham,

7, Gueensway, Horsham.

31 Clarendon Road, Shoreham

80 Cleveland Road, VWorthing.

1 Saxon Road, Steyning..

1 Saxon Road, Steyning.

Messre J.E.8. & Puds Thompson,77, Natley Crescent,

Miss J.M. Tozer,

Messrs J.M. Twort; (Hon.)
(J) Miss C. Tyson,

Mr. & Mrs. Vegrass,

Mr. C.M. Veysey,

Mrs. 0.M. Vines,

Dr. B, Watscn,
Miss M, Wheeler,

Mr, S.R.G. Whetham
Miss E.d. Whittleton,
Fr. & Mrs. G.N. Wildish

Mr, & Mrs, R. Williams,

Mr. P.5. Wilmshurst

Goring-on~Sea.
68 Hertford Road, Brighton BN1 7GF
Elmeroft, Croft Avenue, Southwick.
87 Eastern Avenue, Shoreham BN4 6FE
64 Benfield Way, Portslade BN4 2DL
Ashmount, Southey Road, Worthing.
7 Stocks House, Sompting BN15 OBB

83 Buckingham Road, Shoreham

& Southlands Court, St.Giles Close,
Shoreham.

56 Crescent Road, Burgess Hill.
High Beech, Maudlyn Park, Steyning

52 Coopers Hill, Lower Willingdon,
Eastbourne, BN20 QJC

Hazelhurst Farm, Wisborough Green
Billingshurst, Sussex.

12 Asheroft Close, Shoreham

ha,




Miss W.M. Woodroffe (Hon.) 6 Charles House, Goring Road,
Worthing

Mr. N.W.S. Yonge, Homefields Farm, Bull's Lane,
Cowfold.

* ¥ 8 K B R R & RN R

MEMBEIRS' RECORDS

It would be a great help to the Recorder if members would
send in their records twice a year, with the second batch in
December, leaving the last few records to the first week in
January.

Please send in lists by species, If more than a few entries
are involved, it would be helpful if they were sent in the
Wetmore order, which is that used in the Field Guide.

The society's records are set out as shown:-

B.0.U. Date Name Locality No. Recorder's
No. Initials
321 1,1.67 Black Redstart Sanct. 2 A.B.

It would be much apprecisted if members sending in long
lists would keep to thie system where practicable. [Rarities
should have a full description sent in with particular emphasis
on field marks etc.

Items for the “Arrivals and Departures of Migrants" Section
should be extracted from Gemeral records and detailed separately.
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OFFICERS ETC.

Fresident & Chairman: Dr. J. Stafford

Council Members:

Hon. Secretary Mre. E. Farmer
78 Park Avenue,
Shoreham-by-Sea

Hon. Field Secretary Mr. A. Burstow

Hon. Treasurer Mr. G.W. Rampton,
Z4 Croft “venue,
Southwick Bik LAB.

Hon. Recorder Dr. J.A. Newnham

Report Editor Mr. C.F. Helyer
plus:

Miss C.P.5. Griffiths & Mr. H. Hiscoke

Mr. B. Forbes Mr. C.E, Messer
Field Committes: Miss C.P.8. Griffiths

Messrs A. Burstow, B. Forbes,
C. Messer & Dr. A.B. VWatson

Sanctuary Committee: Messrs F.J. Forbes, B.R. Clay,
F.J. Clay & Dr. A.B. Watscn.

Member kindly responsible for distribution of "British Birds" etc.
Mrs. Farmer
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NOTICE

Will members please advise Secretary of any alterations
of name and/or address.

L B

GENERAL INFORMATICON

The Shoreham Ornithologlcal Scciety is affiliated to, or is
a member of the following bodies:-

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
British Trust for Ornithology
and
Shoreham Community Centre
The membership fee is £1 a year, inclusive of a copy of the
dnnual Report. Junior Members must be over thirteen and

under eighteen years of age, The fee for these is 50p a
year, also inclusive of the Report.

NOTICE

By a decision of the Council in 1971, membership of the Society
is limited to 180, to avoid overcrowding at meetings. lHew
applicante for membership may accordingly be invited to join a
waiting list from which wvacancies will be filled in order of
application.

# & & & & F &

L5,




EXTRA COFIES OF THE ANNUAL REPORT MAY

BE OBTAINED FROM THE SECRETARY AT 3Op. EACH

® & ® & ¥ & & & &




SHOREHAM SANCTUARY

The Sunctuary is now held on a new Agreement. Pedestrian access is now by
the Waterworks Road. at the end of which take a pathway to the left skirting
the: Waterworks buildings. Cars muse be left at the junction of the Beeding
Road and the Waterworks Road.

Alternative access Is through the gate on the Beeding Road, or steeply down
from Mill Hill.

Note: The new Adur Bridge and its
approaches are omitted from this map
for the sake of clarity.




