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EDITORIAL NOTES

Thanks to the postal strike, this year's Report will reach our
members some wecks after the Annual General Mecting, when we normally
hope to start disiribution - the main hold-up being the finalisation
of the year's rocords and of the Sanctuary and Ringing Reports, which
Hr John Newnham has been wrestling with in far-off Edinburgh.

Fortunately there have boen no signs of strikes or workinga-to—
rule amongst the birds (although individual species like Hawfinch
and Long-cared Owl continue to boycott the Editorial binoculars!)
The year's rceords themselves include ne real rarities, but it was
pleasant to inelude Bewiclk's Swan, Groy Phalarope and Pomarine Skua
aftcr some years' abscnce. The well-observed breeding success of
the Ringed Plover at the loecal power stetion, and the further
oeccurrence of the Water Rail szs & garden winter visitor are of
rarticular interest, while the increased sightings of Hingfishers,




Woodpeckers and Long—tailed Tits are encouraging evidence of the
final recovery of these speciea from their low numbers consequent
to the severe winter of 1962/3.

Our mombership continues at much the same level as the past
few years, and with last year's officers continuing at their
posts, the only Committee chonge has been the replaccment of
Mr Tony Marr, heavily committed elsewhere, by Mr Colin Messer,

o reguler contributor to our records.

This year's account of his travels by Mr Marr takes us fo
Finland, where those exciting birds the owls of the northern
forests had to be strenuously sought for, whilst by contrast
¥r Briec Goddard shows that even when one's activities are res-
tricted by illness, there are still many rewards to be gained
closer at homs and with the minimum of exerciso., Mr Bernard
Forbes! chronicle of his vislt to Cap Gris Nez may well serve
to focus attention on the nearest part of the Continent instead
of the Danube or Guadalguivir - he and his father certainly had
& very successful four days.

At home, My and Mrs Holman's patient observations of their
neating Housge Martins illustraote the pleasure to be had from
the birds of one's own garden, and the feature "From our
Meuwbers' Notebooks", introduced last year, picks out some of
the more interesting records submitted by mombers and their
friends,.

For our indoor entertaimnment, Miss Catherine Bigss and
Mr Rampton once again provided & good variety of lectures and
films, ranging from the seca-bird islands of Skokholm and
Gragsholm to a Surrey onkwood., The R.S.P.B. films attracted
their usual full end appreciative house at Shorcham Town Hall
-~ one could just hope that the blacl-out arrangements might
onc day be improved, espoeially as we invariably pick & sunny
af ternoon for this event!

The weather was rather better this year for our field
outings, once more in the copable hands of Mr Burstow, ond
only the Ssnctuary meeting of April 12th was abandoned through
roing

The Society is indebted to Mrs Farmer for continuing to
shoulder the task of Secretary - the key post in any soeciety
-and we record our grateful thanks to the of ficers alrcady
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mentioned for their work on our behalf; to Mr Tom relmer for his
continuing patient compilation of the records which are the main
Justification for this Repori; and to the Field and Sanctuary
Committees for their unsung efforts, as also to the faithful band
of helpers with refreshments at Huntingdon Hall and with the
duplicating and distribution of notices,

SANCTUARY REPORT 1970

The gpring of 1970 saw the completion and opening of the new
Adur bridze with its network of slip roads running close fo the
sanctuary. Idthough this has completely changed the surrounding
landscape &nd is roesponsible for a continual drone of traffie, it is
obvicusly having very little effect on the bird life of the copse.
In the summer the sanctuary committee gave the ringing hut a new
lease of life by strengthening the floor and repairing the slde
flap. Later in the yesr building of the new waterworks pumping
station began on the lawn adjacent to the willow and rsed beds but
eensed little disturbance te the birds in the copso.

Throughout the yoar the sanctuary wosz visited on 93 occasions
and the following is a chronological account of the bird life taken
from entries in the daily log.

WINTER

A cold spell at the beginning of the year was reésponsible for
the presence of up to 14 Snipe on the main stream., However very
little else was about until the weather became milder at the begin-
ning of February when on the 2nd 3 Golderests were séen in the copse.
Apart from the Goldercsts, which remained until April, the copse
harboured only a few pesserines with no visiting flocks of’ Finches
or parties of Tits, whorens in the fields, birds were more numerous.
Also on Feb., 2nd 4 male Stoncchats were scen and the first record
of winter thrushes and duck in the ficlds, The Redwings hod
increased to 40+ by the 18th Feb, and slowly decressed until they
eventuzlly disappearcd on lar, 18th whilst the Fieldfares only
ronched & total of 8 on 21et Feb, and woren't seen after Mar, lst
Iucks were olways present in the dykes during these winter months
with a max, of 9 Mallard and 8 Teal on 18th Feb, Other birds
using the mecadows as either roosting or feeding grounds inecluded
¢60 Lapwing, ¢100 Black-hcaded Gulls, 10 Common Gulls and ¢100
Wood Pigeons.,
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SPRING
The first Chiff-chaff was scen on Har, lat this wos o vory

early date and highly suggestive thet this bird had wintered in
the arca, The next chiffs to be rceorded were, one on Mar.18th,
two on the 22nd, end then daily with a mex, of ¢12 on April 8th.
On this day the first Willow Warbler was heard; they continued

to arrive in smell numbers until Apr, 18th when ¢20 were present
inereasing to 60+ by the 20th, A mnle Blackoep waos also seen on
this date. TUnfortunately there was a gap in the records between
Lpril 20th and Moy 23rd, so the best part of the Spring was missed
and the possage of the other migrants was not observed.

Other intercsting birds seen in the copee during the early
pert of the Spring ineluded Kingfishers on 21-31st Mar. and on the
10th 4pril, =& Conl Tit on 14th April, and a2 mole Fircecrest on
27-28th March,

SUER

4is usunl the Mistle Thrush was the first to stort nesting;
one pair was already incubating 3 cgge on Mar. 3{et and by Apr.
Bth two poirs both had 4 eggs. The other resident birds of the
copse soon followed and had a successful scason., A4 variety of
summer visitors also nested; these included 5 pairs of Roed
Warblers, and at lecst one palr of Lesser Whitethroat, Willow
Warbler, Chiff-chaff, Swallow, and Turtle Dove, In the ficlds
several larks and pipits bred, whilst in the dykes 4 pairs of
Sedge Warblers, 3 of Reed Buntings, 2 of Moorhens and a pair of
Yollow Wagtails raised young, On the hillside buntings, finches
and a pair of Whitethroat nested. Two Grosshopper Warblers were
reeling throughout June and a female Stonechat was seen carrying
food, so both these species may also have bred in the vicinity.

AUTUMH

The first sign of migration pecourred on July 23rd when
the number of Willow Warblers inereased from half a dozen to 15,
and the first Whinchat was seen, The Willow Worblers continued
to pess through in reasonable numbers in August with a max. of
e25 on the 15th Aug,, then diminishing in September with the
last one eventually being rocorded on Sept, 21st, Chiff-chaffs didn't
start passing through until 29th Aug, with the bulk of the PASSAZE
occurring in the last weck of Sept, and the first week of Oct. By
the end of jug, the breeding Reed and Sedge Warblers had departed
end were replaced by up to 4 pnssage birds daily until the last
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Sedge was scen on 25th September and the last Reed on the 3rd
Oct. Several "Sylvia" warblers usually pass through the copse
in the sutumn and feed on the large elderborry crop; 1970 waos
no exception with 20 Garden Warblers and 26 Lesser Whitethroats
trapped between 15th Aug., and 19th Sept. and 45 Blackeaps trapped
in Sopt. Chats were more numerous than usunl, the first Whin-
chat prosent on 23rd July, one on the 2nd Aug, and then up to 6
doily between 2Tth fug - Frd Oct., likewise Redetorts were
present on at least 8 days in September, The mossive movemont
of hirundines this autumn began on 29th Aug. when a minimum of
200 Swallows and TOO House Martins pcssed over., Small numbers
possed through at the beginning of September, but on the 19th,
when the winds changed from the westerly quarter to south
easterlies, many thousonds of House Martins and Swallows, with a
few Sand Martins, possed eastwards, This pesscge continued on a
much gnallcr scale and with & predominance of House Martins
through until 10th Cet., During the summer the main dyke wasa
dredged and the mud lcft on the side attroeted severcl waders;
pne or two Common Sandpipers and Redshank were presont daily
between 23rd July and 29th Aug,; a Snipe was seen on 15th fug.;
and some Curlew and Greonshank were rocorded on a few dows in
Soptember,

Severzl birds of intorest were recorded during this period;
Kingfishers on most days in Sept., 2 Pied Flyeatchor on 5th Sept.
a Ring Ouzel and Grasshopper Worbler on 13th Sept. a few Tree
Pipits on the 19th, a late Swift on 21st Sept., and & Buzzaord on
the 29th Sepi.

VINTER

Unfortunately the sanctuary was only visited on 3 occasions
between Oct, 10th and thc end of the year, however, one of these
days was noteworthy, this being the 22nd Dec, On this day amongst
the meny birds present were, a Water Rail, n Jack Snipe, a Towny
Owl at the roost, a Great Spotted Woodpecker, c.30 Long-tailed
Tits, o Tree Creeper and o Stonechat; quite an interesting
selaction for the scnctuary.

List of contributors: P,T,Belman, B and P,Clay, M.Goddord,
B and F, Forbes, C,F,Helyer, C,Meosser,
Jo Newnham, T,Palmor and Dr.i.B.Watson.
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1370

1970 was a good year for ringing in this area with 2034

birds of 48 species ringed.

Nearly three quarters of the totnl

were irapped in the society's bird sanctunry during the summer

and autumn months by Michael Goddard and myself,

Ir, A,B.Watzon

end Fhillip Belman, alse ringing in the sanctuary, accounted for

T3 and 54 respectively, Brian Short totalled 452 and Dr.J.Stafford

made up the grend total with 3 blockbirds.

During the year two ringers left the area: in August Michael
Goddord embarked upon a V.8,0, course in Africa, and Phillip
Belman, having recently returned from Spain, moved to Hampshire,
However our quota is well maintnined by Brisn Short's increase
in zetivity at Potcham, by Dick Gronshaw starting at Worthing
and by Colin Mesgerls and Brimn Clay!s continued enthusiasm at

the sanctuary.

There were three species added to our ever growing list
of ringed birds, & Common Sandpiper, a Tree Pipit and a Grass—
hopper Warbler, all tropped at the Sanctuary during the autumn

migration.

We continued gathering date for the B,T,0's Acrocephalus

Enquiry at the sanctuary:

Tl Reed Warblers were hondled of

which four were ringed back in 1967,
4 detailed list of the ringing results is shown below:—

Common Sandpiper.cecees s e ]
Bl HRuGl v s vssisvessinisnaal
Collared DOVeiesseesasasinesies 1
rtle DoVeiicaisanidinssiiassisin 2
ENokod s ea s biawpin e PR Wi
omy Owl, coeivesnsinbssessosil
Kingfiﬂh@r.-.;lat---urngoou----2
Sond Martite.sssesorrsrssneneses)
S"ﬂlln'“"--c--ta---;----;-iidtics?
Houssa ﬂ&rtinu..”..“““..-ETE
00 PLEY. o saineenvssaniaisane]
wmnlllIHIllpf!ilﬂliiii.li!!iiii43

mEkI.-‘l['l‘i‘i...tllllli"?ﬁ
Grasshopper Worbler..eesssss e
SEdg‘E Wﬂrhlt—]r.,..........-... -22

Rﬂﬁd ‘H‘ﬂr‘bl'&ril-i-.q-ln ...... .-65

€.

Spotted Flycatchericecscesse?
Whinehat. . iessusviapavinsione 1
Redstart.... Ry 7 e 3
Rn‘bin-l-"!l'lllq!!iilln-lniil'l':ﬁ?
Blatkbdrdeciisnansanannns 101
Sﬂﬂg ﬂuush---rlililil--i"51
I‘ﬁﬂtle Mahnni-ot-o--idcnc1
WELLIOW UL vanveniimssnvviiod

LR

cﬂﬂl ﬁt!'!.lill'li -------- 14
BlU.E Ti‘t----.-..---- ----- qri154
G‘I‘Gﬂ-t T:i-.-tt-l----q ----- 4!-11?5

Comn Bunting:..edenssenssssds
Yellow Buntingeececveseses .29
REEd Buﬂtj.ngiiliiviitiiiilii1
chaffinchillil'-'liil!l!l‘llim
Greenfinch......-.-....-.-157




Gﬂﬁm wﬂrblarllll'll!"i.'l'.izs Gulﬁfinﬂh.-l.i..“'p['l'.'l.165

Blackeap.cesss sessesassscnssssdd Linnebeiecesrsevisnssnviannens 53
Whitethroatesesssesssscnseesssa2) Bullfivichiseesesssnnsesosessa’d
Lesser Whitethrootieesvesvee..40 HOUSE SpArTOWessessscssceneasal
Willow WerbleTecesossesss reesl22 Trod BpATTOW.sssacsesssssnssss
G‘lliffuhﬁfl‘ii'[I‘l[llIl“'l"!EE Starlingl'l"'il-ililiiiilll1ﬁﬂ
Bolderestescecssessnscsnasansel?2  + Assortment of 54 P.J.B.)

Pled ¥iycatoheTessssssssssnnan o1 ineluding Long tniled Tit

ond Tree Crecper

FOREIGN RECOVERIES

Reed Werbler,....Ringed lst Winter.....3-=7-63 MG
Roeaptured Bilbao Spain..,..12-10-69
Gﬂldiinchl"'-liim-n-sad ju'VBDilB.--..--EE-B—-EQ HqG. lg: J-H.

Dead. Champognnc Jonzac France, 15-2-T0
These show normal wintering quarters for these spccies -
the Reed Wnrbler was 6 yeers old, too

BRITISH RECOVERIES

Blne PEE v Ringed 1lst yenr, Patcham.....e.....20-12-69 B,S,
Degnd. Tunbridge Wells — 23 miles N.E,

Starling...sese.Ringed 1at yoar, foMececcisecorensa s 15=2=T0 A,B.W.
Doad, Battle.,.32 miles E,N.E.......35=4=T0

Willow Werbler,.Ringed full grOWheesssssssnsecsssssd1=83-68 NG & JN
Control, ,Frompton-on-Severn 110ml.N.We 17-4=70
Willow Warbler..Ringcd.,juv. Hyde Cheshireesesss.ss«3=8-T0
Control.Shoreham,,200ml.5.8.B,.....15-8=T0 MG & JNW
Sedge Warbler...Ringed,...juv. Chichester.....ec....23=769 A.B.W.
Control..Shoreham 23 ml, E.veeeesse23=6-T0 HG & JN
+ Many others showing local movements.

Ringers initicls: AJB.W. Ir.4,B,Watson
HeGa Michael Goddard
Jall, John Newnham
B.S. Brian Short

Jeuliale
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NOTARLE BIRDS OF THE ARBA 1970

This feature is based on records sent in by the following
observersi- Miss M,Bull, Mrs.E.M,Edwords, Mrs.E,Farmer,
lira,M,Rey, lirs,B.R.Reeve, Messrs. Ian Bestwick, W,G,Browm,
Per HoWeH., G.Brown, 3Brian R.Clay, Philip J, Clay, C.F.
Helyer, H.W.Hiscoke, A.E,Holmsn, Richard Ives,

D,lcKechnie, C.,E,Hosscr, T,Palmer, F,S5evers, H,Sturman,
JuM,Twort, C.l.Veysey, Dr.J.Stafford, Dr.L.B.,Watson,
¥r,3.E,Cole and Nr and Mrs, Cyster yer Mr H,C.P,.Smail,

Jel Foynham, R,E.F,FPoal,

Avbreviations :- M - male; f - female; imm — immsture;
Br - Prooklands; C.C. - Cuckeo Corner; C,H, - Coney Hill,
Brighton; F.A. - Flood Arch; F.B., - Foot Bridge;E,W.B, -
East Worthing Boach; Harb, — Shorehsm Harbour; Hbts, -
Houscboats; 0.5.H. - Old Steyning Railwny; R.B. — Rail Bridge;
Sanct. =~ Sznetuary; Sh.R.D, - Shorcham Rubbish Dumps S.P. -
Sussex Pad; T.B. - Toll Bridge: W.R.D. = Worthing Rubbish
Dump; WlW. = Wide Weter,

The numbers in the left-hand margin are those of the
B.Te0a Check List,

2e Great Northern Moy {1 offshore Worthing flying E,
seen et 20 yds. by R.I. & his father in Jen, i flying
E. off Wu¥W.; Dec, 27.

4. Red-throated Diver: { offshore W.W., Oct. 29 and { off-
shore Shm,, Dec. 22, 1 oiled, W.W., Dec.29,

Diver : 3 flying W, offshore Worthing, Dec. 19
Diver Sv,

2e Lroat Crested Grebe: up to 3 offshors Worthing on 8
dates in Feb, & March, and 1 there Dec. 28. 1 T.B.;
Aug.12 & 28, 3 W.W., Dec.29,

6. Hed-necked Grebe: 3 T,B.y Jan, 1. 1 awinming B, offshore
W.¥., Jan, 5, 2 offshore Shm, Mar,3, and 1 there Mar.15.
1 offshore Worthing, Mar, 8 in changing plumaga,

8. Black-necked Grebe: 1 Br., Sept. 12.
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9.

26,

27,

45,

46,

50,

52,

53,

55

564

574

60,

Little Grebe: up to J Ldur on 4 dates throughout year,
1 offshore Shm,, Mar,15, 2 Steyning Mill Pond regularly.
2 TaBsy Nova.l2s

Fulmar: {1 flying W, at B,W.B., May 14. 1 pr. Portobello
Sewage Outfall, July 1.

Gannet: 2 and, offshore Worthing, diving, Moy 15. On six dntes
in Oct. 16 more were geen flying W., mox 6 on Oet. 15,

Cormorant: 1 to 4 Steyning Marshes, Jan, - May, Up to 18
E.¥.,B, throughout year. 6 0.S5.H., Dec. 5.

Hoeront breeds Wyekhon Wood. Up to 7 fAdrporti, Feb. & Mar,
Up to 4 regular, sane,

Mallerd: 250 0.8.R., Jan, 11. 1 partial albino Ldur, Jan, &
Peb, 60 Adrport, Nov, 26., and 100 there Dec. 27.

Teals 600 0,8.R., Jan, 11, 200 there Hov. 24, and up to 60
in Dee. 2 Br,Lagoon, Dee, 27. 5 Sompting Broolks, Dec. 24,
T Senct. Mar, 18.

Wigeon: 400 0,8.R., Jan, 11, 20 there Nov. 5, 14 on Nov.24
and 15 Doe, 5.

Pintail: im., i, Steyning Marshes, Jan, 31, 6 0.8.H.
Nove 24, 1 W.l., Dec, 30 & 31, 2 offshore Br,, Dec, 26, 1
possibly hybrid, W.W., Dec., 29.

Shoveler: 12 D-S;R-’ -}-ﬂnf 1.

Scaup: 2 Br.legoon, Oct, 27., and 1 there Oct. 24.

Tufted Duck: { W.W., Jan, 14 & 15, 5 Br.lagoon, Dec. 27.

Pochard: 3 Br,Lagoon, Jan, 10, 7 T.B., Dec, 27. im., 1f.
Br.legoon, Cct. 24.

Gﬂldenuﬂg= 1 Fllévl’ 'I:rml ?I 1 W.IHI Jﬂ_‘ﬂ."ﬁ’ 14& Eq‘i 4- TIE'I

Feb, 15, and 3 there Mar. 1. 3 Br, Lagoon, Oct. 28, 5 there
Nove 9y 13, 24 and 30, 2 imm, Br.Lagoon, Oct. 24,
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62.

64.

67,

€9,

T3

82,
86,

91.

93

Yelvet Scoter: 2 fl:ring B, ot w'wl’ Jan, 1.

Common Scoter: up to 7 offshore Worthing flying E., four
dotes in Mar, 32 offsghore E,W.B. flying Wey Soptali.
60 offshore W,W. flying W., Oct. 15.

Bider: 1m, 1f. flying W, seen by R.I. & his father, Jan.
if. offshore W.W., Nov, 17,

Red-breasted Merganser: 3 offshore, Worthing, Jan, 5, 2
prs. there ¥ar. 22 and 1 pr. flying W. thore ipr. 21,

2 WuWey Fob, 25, 5 offshore flying W,Ferring, Nov. 10,
and 3 flying B, there Nov, 16. 3 flying B, ot W.W. Doc.27.
12 offshore Worthing, Deec. 28,

Goose: 2 W.W., flying W., Nov. 17.

Shelduck: 2 0.S5.R., Jan, 11. Up to 8 W,W. or offshore
Jon, to Mar,, and 17 offshore there Dec. 27, 1 imm,
Worthing flying W., &ug. 16 and 2 ad. & 2 imm, flying

W. there Aug. 24. 26 offshore Lancing flying B,, Aug.27.
15 offshore Goring flying W., Nov. 10,

G:‘Ey I.!E Gﬂnﬂ_ﬂﬁ 4 GtE.R-’ Jﬂ-n-- 11-

White-fronted Goose: 1 Goring Seafront, Nov, 5 - very
tame, suen at 10 yards,

Erent Goose: 30 offshore Ferring flying W., Oct. 16., and
8 there Nov, 8, 16 offshore W.W., flying E., Doc. 27.

Conods Goose: 1 E.Worthing flying N.W., May 7.

Bewick's Swnn: 6 0,8.R, reported by B.R.C. & PadeCoy
Lag, 30.

Buzzards 1 Lychpole Hill, Sept. 19, and {1 thore Oct. 3.
1 W-E Sanct., Sept. 29.

Sparrow Howk: 1 No Man's Land, Sompting, Dec. 5.
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110. Kestrel: 25 roports concerning 28 birds - max- 6 Lyechpole
Hill, Sept. 19. 1 2d.f, mobbed by a Black=hesded Gull
persistently, and finally trailed by o single Starling Oct.29.

115. Red-legged Partridge: 6 No Mon's Lend, Sompting, Jan. 31.
and 4 prs, there May 4, 1 Steyning Round Hill, dpr. 11,
40 Lychpole area, Sept., 11 and 100 there Fov. B,

116. Partridge: 80 Lychpole Hill, Sept. 26, and 120 there Nov. 8.

120, Mater Rail: {1 garden at Worthing, seen clmost daily by many
people from Jan, 1 to Mar, 23, (see special article). This is
the fourth report we have had of this species spending pro-
longﬂd spells in built-up areas in winter, 1 Sompting Brooks,
Jan, 5, 1 Coombes, Jan., 13, 1 R.B, Feb, 14, 1 Sanct, Mar.,
Apr., Dec.

127. Loot: a few Br.Lngoon and Adur, Jan. to Har,
131. QOystercatcher: 3 offshore Sh, flying B., Jan. 1. 2 offshore

Worthing flying E., Jan. 17. 1 beach W.W., Oct. 18, cnd 1
or 2 offshore there in Dee, TUp to 20 Ferring Beach, Oct to Deec.

133. Lla : 300 W.W. flying W,, Mar, 5. 150 0,.8.R., Nov. 23,
and 300 there Dec. H.

134. Ringed Plover: 4 nests, 3 with egge, Southwick Buach (sce
apceial article), Up to 30 Ferring Bench, end of ycar.
Maximum of 100 Adur, lug, 12, 4 West Worthing Beach Mar,27.

139. Grey Plover: 1 juv. Adur, Sept. 26. 1 Harb., Oct. 18. 3 F.lA.,
Nov, 26, 1 Br.Lagoon, Dec, 27. Up to 7 Ferring Beach, end of
year, 4 West Worthing Beach Mnr, 27.

140. Golden Flover: 10 0,S.R,, Feb, 16., 30 there Feb, 22, some
in changing plumage, 50 there on Dec. 5 znd 30 on Dec. 23,

m Wq'lf., fl?iﬂg ]'Ir.' Hﬂr. 5,
143. ITurnstone: maximum of 10 Goring & Ferring beaches Oct. to Dac.

145. BSnipe: 1 drumming 0.8.R., dpr. 7 and {1 drumming there Hay 16.
60 there Nov. 24. 20 Lirport, lov. 25. 18 Sanct; Dec.29.
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147.

148,

150,

151,

155.

159.

161,

170.

1M.

Jack Snipe: 1 Br.Lagoon Dee, 6, and 2 there Dec, 31 =
very tame birds, watched at 40 yds for many minutes.

Woodcock: {1 Upper Shorcham Road flying S., Mar. 13. 1
Lancing Ring, flying W., Dec. 28,

Curlew: 2 Br,Lagoon Dec, 26, 1 W.W. flying E., Dec.27.
{1 Sanct, Mar, 16-25.

Whimbprel: 7T offshore Worthing flying W., Apr. 18, 2 there
on Apr. 19, 1 flying W., Apr. 27, end 2 there flying E, and
calling, May 22, 1 T,B., dug. 12, 3 C.C, Sept, 12.

Bar-tniled Godwit: 11 Goring Beach, Scpt. i11. 14 Ferring
Beach, Oct. i 60 offghore EWorthing, Nov. 8. 1 with
injured log Br.Lagoon, Dec. 27. 2 Adur, Oct., 29 - reported
ag very noisy with a "eall like monizeal laughter -
"Keh~kteh-keh!," 2 West Worthing Beach, July 25,

Common Sandpiper: 1 Br.Lagoon, &Apr,. 18, 3 Adur, Steyning,
Moy 5, 1 WeW. Moy 10, 1 Br.lLagoon, Moy 14, 6 C.Coy Scpts
19, and { there Dec, 21. Up to 4 Br,R.D,, in Sept. 1 or 2
F.bsy, in 1Inte Aug. end Sept. 2 Sanct. July 19 = Sept. 29,

Redshanlk:s 80 ldur, Jan, 2. 6 Br.lagoon, Jon, 3. Up to
20 0.8.R,, winter momths, Up to 100 Adur. Jan=Fecb. 4 W.W.
all ycor,

Spotted Redshanks 1 Adur, Jan, 2, 2 F.l., Sopt. 26, 1
Mrport, Sept. & Oct. 1 Hbts, Hov, 25.

Groenshanis 1 Sanet. Sept. 8-13.

Knots up to 3 Adur on 5 dates in Aug, & Sept. 4 there on
Oct. 14, and 2 on Oct, 29, 1 in summer plumage W.W,Aug.i12.
5 Worthing flying W., Oct, 25.

Purple Sendpiper: 7 Ferring Beach, Apr. 1. 2 there Oct. B,
12 on Nov, 8 and 3 on Dec., 20, Up to 5 Harb,, in Nov.

Little Stint: 1 in autwsn plumage Shoreham, Secpt. 26,27 & 28,
1 E,W.B, SﬂPt- 24.

12.
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178,
179.
181.
184.

187.

195.
198,

199.
207.
208,

211.

212.

217/8

Poetoral Sandpiper: 1 Adur below T.B., Sept. 26, This bird
did not stay long buf was well seen by C,M.V., who is very
familiar with the spocies.

Dunlin: 400 Adur, Jon. 2, 450 there Nov, 28, and 500 on Dec.
24, Marimum of 200 Goring & Ferrine Reaches in Nov,

Curlew Sondpiper: 1 ad. Adur, Aug., 31. 3 juv, there Sept.26,
10 thore Sept.27, 4 on Sept, 28 and 1 on Oect. 1.

Sandcrlinz: 6 Ferring Beach, May 1 and up to 200 there nnd on
Goring Bench during Nov, & Dec. B89 West Worthing Beach, Mar,27

Ruif: 10 Adur, Stoyning Apr. 19. Up to 5 Br.Logoon, Dec,.26
toe 29, and still therc on Deoe. 5.

Groy Phalarope: 1 Br.Lagoon, Nov, 22 to 25, feoding, bathing
and precning very thoroughly at high speed; on Nov, 25. if was
even more active, swimming out to the middle of the Logoon, and
flaw right away at 12.30 po. 1 offshore W.W. Oct. 30.

Pomarine Siua: | (derk phase) offshore Goring, Mar. 10.

Groat Black-backed Gull: 100 Adur, Dee, 18 and 180 there
Doce 31

Lessor Blaclk—backed Gull: 1 (British rcee) Adur, Jan. 10.
1 FIEI' Fﬁhr 3- 2 I-'Ldurr ILU.E 'S: Sﬂpt- D.n"i 1 thﬁl‘ﬂ DEE-.

Little Gull: { or 2 imm, Br.Lagoon, Sept. 13, 16 & 17. 1 imn,
W.W. Sept. 12.

Blaecl-hcaded Gull: meximun of 500 Adur in lcc.

Kittiwake: 1 juve Worthing, Jan. 31, and 1 ads & 1 imm,
there offsghore, May 15. 2 ad. & 1 imm. offshore W.W. 0ct.30,
5 thﬂrﬂ Hﬂ?- E'D’ D-D-d. 1 thﬁl'ﬂ' Deo, ET- 1 W-R.D., 1"1-",‘.1‘- ‘IB-

Block Tern: 3 offshorc Br, flying B., Moy 14. 2 Br.lLagoon
gopte. 11e 3 there Sopts 12 dnd 1 there Sept. 16. 3 Horb. 0ct.7.

Common/Arctic Torn: 1 Worthing, Apr. 25. Usunl spring movo-
mont B, during Apr. offshorc Worthing. 1 offshore Southwick
fiying Waee July i and 4 ¥W. on Aug, B,

13.




222,

223,

224,

227,

232,

235,

23T

241.

246,
247,

249,

255+

Little Tern: 1 Br.lagoon Hay 21, 1 Southwick June 25, 2 Adur.
Aug, 31, 1 Worthing Sept. 23. 1 West Worthing Beach July 25,

Sandwieh Tern: usual spring movement E, offshore Worthing
during May - 45 flew past in 75 minutes, May 13, Return
movenent July to Sept.

zorbill: 1 badly oiled Harb,, Jan, 21. 2 oiled Worthing,
Jan, 24, 1 Herb,, Oct. 10.

Guillemot: 3 found dead, oiled, Worthing, Jan, 11. 3 on sen
ﬂiled H&rh-, Jﬂ-n--‘iﬁ'-- 1 Uj-lali wurﬂlinﬁ’ JEI..'I.'J.. 1'1. 1. foEhDI‘E
Leneing, Sept. 22, 1 thero Sept, 28 and 4 on Oct, 15. 1
offshore Worthing, very badly oiled, driven off by gulls,
Dec, 141

Stock Jove: heard calling in gnrden at Southwick through-
out year, 2 Mdrport May 21, 2 Whitehawk Hill, Brighton,
Mar, 5. 8 Lychpole Hill, Sept. 26. 1 C.H. dug. 10, 12 & 14.

Turtle Dove: 1 Airport, Apr. 26. 2 ILancing, Apr. 28. 1
Bramber Castle, May 5. 1 on shingle, Southwick May 14.
2 C,H,, during July. 3 max, Sanct,, Hay 23 = Sept. 27.

Collered Doves resident Southwick (calling in Jon,),
Steyuing, and Patcham,

Cuckoo: 1 Sompting Brooks, seen and heard, Apr, 18. 2 Steyning
Round Hill, J!LPI'- 18 1 Sanet, Eﬂ? 3; 1 imm, C.H, .rfmg- 3-
1 Banct, dug, 2 & 16 - Sept. 19

Barn Owl: 1 Sompting Apr. 29, 1 hoard calling Southwick on
3 dates in Sept. 1 Sompting Lug, 18.
Little Owl: 1 Lychpole Hill, June 2.

Towny Owl: resident Southwick and Homefield Park, Worthing,
1 Ladywells, Coombes, Aug, 22, 1 Westdens, Brighton, July
31 and { there Sept. 2, 1 Sanct, Dec. 21.

Short-eared Owl: 1 Goring Beach, Nove 9. 2 No Manls Land
Sompting, Dec. 5.

Swift: 1 Laneing, May 3, 1 Steyning May 5, {1 Worthing Aug.
19, 1 W.W.hug, 16, 150 Sanct, July 11 & 1 there Sept. 21,

14.




258,

262,

263,

264,
ora,

274,

276,

27T.

2B6.

290,

292,

293,
294,

Kingfigher; single birds rocorded on 15 dates throughout
the year in the usual places. 1 Sanct. Mar, 1., and in ﬂug/ﬁup%.

Hzﬂnn_ﬂhnﬁgﬂnkﬂzg 1 garden at Steyning, Feb, 22, 1 in anothex
garden in Steyning, Mar, 6, and 1 there Nov, 20, 1 Shaves Wood
!'IEF 34 1 D.SnR-, Hﬂ}" 15- 1 L}’Chpﬂlﬂ Hill, &Pt- 19,

Groat Spotted Woodpecker: 1 Steyning Grammar School, Jan. 18,
1 Wiston Fond, June 14, 1 Sanct. Dec. 22,

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: 1 seen, another heard, Wiston May 3,

Skylerk: 40 flying W, in small flocks Shoreham Mar, 5, C500
Sonet. Dec. 29,

Suzllow: 1 gorden at Steyning, Mar, 26, 2 Sompting, dpr.i6,
20 Etﬁmﬂ.ﬂg -ﬂLPr- 17. 1 HIRIDI, Itpr. 1B. 5 fljriﬂg in from S8,
Southwick, May 12, ¢100 with House Martins, Ferring Rife,
Oct. 24. 2 Sompting Nov, 10. 2 Coombes, Nov, 12,

Hougo Mertin: 1 Stoyning, ipr. 3. 1 Sompting, 4pr, 16,

1 W-R.DI ILPI‘. 18’- 10 .ﬂ.ﬂ.'i.u', S't-'ﬁ}'ﬂing -ﬂ.P‘ru 22. 250 BI‘-LEI.E‘DCIE.,
Sept. 15« 1 Steyning Nov, 8, 7T Sompiing Wov., 10, and 1 there
Nov. 27

Sand Marting 5 Adur, Steyning, fdpr. 18. 200 Br.lLagoon Sept.i2
Hirundine 8Sp: masgsive movement E. at Sanct, Sept. 19,

Joys 2 Steyning, 4pr, 2. 1 C.H. during Aug, & Septs 1 0.S.R.,
Dec, 23 and 1 there Dec. 30.

Coal Tit: 1 or 2 at Steyning in spring. 6 C,H. Moy 4, and
odd birds scen thore on several dates from July to Oct.
{1 Sanct., Lpr. 14.

Marsh Tit:; 2 Sompting, Apr. 2. 1 C.H. Jan, to Mar. 2 there
on fug, 15, and 1 on Oct. 13,

Willow Tit: Dbreeding C,H, and Devills Dyke,

Long-taniled Tit: 4 0.S,R., Jan, 31, 2 Wyckham Wood, Mar,25,
3 Wiston Pond, June 14, 5 gerden at Worthing, July 3 and 6 there
Oct, 6. 3 Steyning Mer.12. 2 garden at Lancing, Dec. 13.

contd, e
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294, Contd, (Long-tniled Tit:)

206,

298,

501,

Up to 6 frequent at Homefield Park, Worthing, Up to 10
C.He on seversl dates July to Oct. ©30 Senct.Dec. 22.

Huthatch: 1 pr. Wiston, May Je

Tree Crecper: 2 Bramber Castle, Feb. Be 1 Wyckhem Farm,
Mar, 25. 1 garden at Worthing, lAug, 8. 1 0.8.R. Dec, 30,
1 Sanct, Dec, 21 & 22,

Mistle h: mnested in garden ot Worthing,

302, Ficldfare: 3 R.Be, Jan, 14. 1 gorden ot Steyning, Jan,6.

304,

307,

308,

s

7.

318,

520,

feeding and bathing. Up to 30 0.8.R. during winter monthsa,
up to Mar, 25, and 20 there ipr. 2.

Redwing: 1 gardon ot Worthing, Jen, 2, 100 in field at
Southwick, Feb, 9, Numerous in carly months Southwick &
Shorchem, Up to 60 0,5.R. through winter. 10 garden at
Sompting, Oct. 21. Present C,H, from Oct. 10.

Ring Cuzel: { m, {1 £, garden at Mill Hill, Shorcham,
Sept. 30 and Det, 1. 1 Sanet., Sept. 13

Blockbird: nest with eggs in gorden at W.Chiltington, Mar.

10, Partial albino still &t Southwick, asnd ancther at
torrinzton.

Wheatear: spring pissage from Mar, 22, with a maximum of
10 2t ony one time, 1 m seen £t 8 outhwick during June and
July, but no f, seern, Autumn paossaoge from Aug., 2, maximum
20, Lzst report Harbour Wall, Shorchom Hove 24

Stonechat: birds noted, offen in pairs, throughout year =t
F.B, Harb., W, W., Sgnet., W.R,D., and Ferring Rife.

Whinchat: 1 m, Sompting Brookes, Apr. 25. 2 Steyning Mill
Pond, lay 3, 1 Bromber Castle May 5, 12 W,R.D., Luz. 2.

6 there Ang, 16, ond 4 on Sept. 1. 1 C.H. fug. 24, 2 Sanct.
Sept., 13. 1 f. Adur, Sept., 25 2 Ferring Beach, Oot. 1.

Hedstarts 1 m, Mill Hill, Shoreham, lar, 21, 1 Southwick
Power Stotion, Apr. 17. 1 m. Sompting Brooks, Apr. 18, 2 C.H,
dug. 27. 1 m, Sanct, Sept. 13. 1 f. W,RH.D., Sept. 26.

16.




321, Black Redstart: 1 W.R,D. Mar, 22, |1 first year m, Worthing,
Apr, 1T & 18, 1 fo 1 juv. Kemp Town, Brighton June 24 (breeding

confirmed). 1 Sompting ReD., Oct. 10, 2 C.H. Oct. 13. 2 White-
hawk Hill, Brighton, Oct. 14.

322, Nightingele: 3 singing Shaves Wood, May 3,

327. Grosshopper Warbler: 1 Sompting Brooks, Apr. 22. 1 Devills
Dyke, 4pr. 30, 1 Mill Hill, Shoreham, May 2 & 10, 2 there May
12, several reeling June 15, and 1 seen and heard Aug. 7. 1 pr.
Shaves Wood May 3. 1 0.S5.R,, May 5. Heard Thundersbarrow Hill
July 9, 1 Patcham Hill, July 9., 2 Singing Sanet,, June and
1 there Sept. 13-23,

333« Reed Warbler: 1 Steyning Apr. 10. 3 Airport, May 2, C.E.H,
counted 30 on Sompting Brooks, May 18, 1 C.H.,, Aug. 18, 1 Sanct,
Sept. 29.

357. Sedge Warbler: 2 Sompting Brooks, Apr. 25. 1 Wyckham Vood,
Apr, 30, {1 Adur, Steyning, May 1, 10 Sompting Brooks (ecounted
by C.E.M,) May 18, 2 C,H., Aug. Te

343, ZBlackeap: 1 Lancing, Jan. {1 & 3, 1 C.H, Apr. 24, 1 Wiston,
Hay 3. 1 me 1 f, garden at Steyning July 30, Prosent C.H, July
1 = Oct, 6,

346. Gorden Werbler: 1 Lancing, Apr. 23. 1 Sanct. Apr. 26. 1 Wiston,
May 3, 3 Shaves Wood, June 7, 3 Nowtimber Hill, June 12,
{1 garden at Worthing (under hosepipe) July 3. 1 Worthing Town
Eentrﬂ, Dct. 6. Present G‘Hi' through .éJ.lE.

347. Common Whitethrost: 1 m. Sompting Brooks, Apr. 25, 2 W.R.D.,
Apr, 29, 5 0,S8.R., Moy 5 and 2 there lMay 17. 1 Power Station,
Southwick, Aprs 30 1 Devil's Dyke, Aug. 11. Single birds, C.H.,
ﬂug- 3. t’D Ea‘ptl 181

348, Lessor Whitothroat: 3 0.5.R. May 5. 1 Sompting, Sept. 26.
Up to 4 C.H, July 30 to Sept. 16.

354« Willow Warbler: 1 garden at § outhwick (singing) ADTs. Ge
1 0eS.Rey Apr, 10, 1 Lancing, Apr. 16. 1 Wyckham Wood Apr.19.
1 Sompting Apr. 22, 10 Singing Chanctonbury Ring, May 17. { Sanct,
Apr, 8 — Bept. 21, and c25 there Aug.15.
17




3564

35T

364,

365 -
366,

368.

373
775
376,

379,

381,
382,

Chiffchaffs 1 garden at Southwick (very tame) Jan. 4 & 8,
1 Chiff/Willow Southwick, Jan, 4, 1 Chiff/Willow W,.W.,
Jan. 15. {1 Sanct. (singing) Mar.21, and 1 there Apr.5.

1 Steyning, Sept. 26. 5 Chanctonbury Ring, May 17, 2
Sompting Dec, 6, 1 Senct., Mar, 18 - Oct. 10,

Wood Wnrbler: 1 Lancing, aApr. 19, and 1 there Sept. 2b.
2 Sanct, Apr. 26, (seen and hnards. { C,He May 4, and 1
there lug. 13,

Goldcrosts 2 Steyning Jan. 6, 1 Worthing, Feb. 12. 1 Mill
Hill, Shorehaom, Apr. 11. 1 Steyning, Sept. 26, 1 Shorcham
Dee, 9, Seen or heard C,H, from Aug, 14 to end of year,

6 Sanct., Oct, 10,

Firegrest: 1m., Sanct, Har. 27.

Spotied Flyecatcher: 2 Sompting, May 14, 1 Sompting Brooks,
Hay 16, Pr, with 2 young Homefield Park, June and July,

14 Lychpole Hill, Sept. 19, and 30 Ladywells, Coombes, Aug.
28y both reported by C,E.H, 1 to 3 present C,H., July to
Jet.

Piecd Flyeatcher: 1 m, Adur, Steyning, Apr. 19. 1 Sompting
dug, 4, 2 Ladywslls, Coombes, Sept. 10. 1 Sanct., Sept. 5.

Mendow Pipit: 10 Adur, Mar., 2,
Towny Pipit: 2 Tenant's Hill, Worthing, lug. 27.

Iree Pipit: 1 m. Shaves Wood, Hay 3, 1 Adur, Steyuing,
Hay 5. 1 Laneing Clump, June 3. 2 flying C.H., 4ug, 18,

Hoelk Pipit: odd birds freguent W.W., F.i,, Hsbts., Ldur,
Harb,

Grey Wogtnil: 1 Br,Lagoon, Sept, 18 and { there Deec. 51e

Yellow Wagtail: 1 Wyckham Wood, Apr. 19, 1 m. Steyning,
Apr, 9. 1 Adur, Steyning, Moy 5. 1 Sanet, May 25, 3 Br,
dug. 30. B there Sept, 1€ -nd 6 there Sept. 18, 250
seen by C.EM, at W.R.D., Sept. 17. 30 W.R,D, over a
period in lote fug. 1 C.H, Aug, 20, 12 Sanct, fAug, 29,

13 eontd.




382 Contd, (Yellow Wagtail)

784,

389,
393

397

408

410,

415.

421.

425,

20 or more feeding round horses and eattle Mill Hill,
Shorecham, Sept. 5. Similar numbers reported by a farmer at
Applesham at that date, suggesting a passage.

Great Grey Shrike: 1 W.R.D., Nov. 13. 1 ad. 1 imm, thero
Nov. 24, 1 imm. Nov. 17, and 1 ad, YNov. 19,

Red=backed Shrike: 1 imm, W.R,D., dug. 16,

Starling: up to 2000 0.S.R., Oct. 18,

Goldfinch: appr. 100 around Dominion Road, Worthing for first
two weeks in March, Hested in gorden at Worthing and raised

3 young.
Redpoll: 3 0.8.R. Hove 14, rcported by 2 junior members,

Brambling: 30 W.ReDs, Mar, 14, 1 C.H,, Mar. 28 to Apr. 1
and { thorc Oct. 20.

Corn Bunting: reguler Sanct., and Devil's Dyke G.C. 1 C.H.,

Juljr 21- 1':-”3 G.S.R., Hﬂv! 23- 0350 Emct-, SﬂPtt 25-

Girl Bunting: 1 throughout year Newham Lane, Stoyning, for
the 9th successive year, 1 m. singing from May to Sept.
gorden ot Lancing, and on 4 dates from Nov. 23.

Reed Bunting: 1 m. and 1 f. gerden at Szeyning, winter and
spring. 1 m. garden =%t Shorcham for soveral wcoks from corly
Moreh, .15 Sonet, Doe, 29,

Drce Sparrow: wintoring &t W.R.D., with meximun of 250
I'Iﬂ-r- 14- 5 Sa.nﬂ‘t. H-‘JI‘. 1. 10 C.H., JE!.I‘I.. to -ﬁﬂr., 1 'hhurﬂ
Sept. 3 end 10 on Oct, 6., 50 Goring, Dec. 5.

19.




BIRDS ARQUND SHOREEAM 1970

The past year hos produced a great mass of reports from our
Members, The Adur mudflats, Brooklands end the woater meadows near
the old Steyning Railway have been very woll covered by enthua-
instic watchers, In these circumstances, it is possible to build
up the general picturs of bird life in these areas with more
confidence than previously.

4 glonee at the maximum numbers of gulls, duck nnd waders in
the list of "Notanble Birds of the Arca", will reveal that winter-
ing water birds ean be seen in considernble numbers within five
milos or so of Shorchem by thosc zble o get about o bit.

As we havc noted before, o cross check of the numbers sent
in by members show 2 romarkable agreement., It is hecrtening to
gee that junior mombers improve their accuracy cvery year when
comprred with more cxperienced watchors. In the past, it hos not
been unknown for over-enthusiastic juniors to beccome good,
relinble obssrvers in two or three years.

The first thing we all have to lesrn is to be our own moat
geverc critic, The seccond is to write down what we see as soon
ag poseibdle, Only then con we begin fo identify species with the
dogree of cceurney backed up by evidence which will make instont
appeal to any recorder,

Red-necked Grebes have been noted more often than in any
yvear since the Soclety storted — eight birds on five dates, com-
prrod with one bird in !'57, '58 and ‘68,

Red-legged Partridge is another bird which seems to have
flourished, Up to 100 were secn in the Lychpole area compared with
four or five in '69, This may be due to more and better watching,
or perhaps birds have been bred for sporting purposes, but for my
part I put it down to regular coverage of the area by CeB,ll, &
F,J.F. It will be interesting to sec if the numbers leep up in
the future,

Anpther remarkable occurrence was the 250 Yellow Wegtails
seen by C.E.HM, 2t Worthing Rubbish Inmp, Older members may
remember o note by Mr.R.Phillips, now alss no longer with us, in
our 1962 Roport, who watched o wave of these birds a mile wide
for two hours ncar Pevensey. Be would not estimate numbers, but
snid thont movement was continuous, This must represent thousands,
The writer also remembers sceing 50 of these birds on some
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barbed wire at the wesiern end of Norfolk Bridge in 1946, A doy
like thiz malkes up for any number of blank doys,

It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of
Miss B,Crook, who hos been a member of our Society oince its
formation; of lMr.R.Phillips, who was active in the field until
guite recontly; and of Miss 0, Forbes, of Stoyning.

T.Ps

HEMEFRS' RECORDS

It would be a great help to the Hecorder if members would send
in their rceords twice a year, with the sccond batch in Docember,
loaving the last few rccords to the first week in January,

Plense send in lists by spocics. If more then a fow entries
ara involwved, it would be helpful if they wero sent in the Vetmoro
Ordcr, which is thet used in the Field Guide,

The Society's records arc sct out as showni-

B.0.U, Dote Nome Loeali No., Hocorder'ls
No. Initials
321 1.1.67 Plack Hedstart Sonct. 2 LB,

It would be much apprecinted if mombors sending in long lists
would keep to this system whore practicables Rarities should have
a full doscription sent in with porticular omphasis on ficld marks
ete,

RINGED PLOVERS AT POF

Ag members will doubtless be aware, the Ringed Plover ia
gubjected to intense pressures in this day and age, both from
development and en inereasingly mobile population that is able do
vigit the more inaccegsible beaches,

It was, therefore, an unexpected pleasure fo obgerve a pair
of these birds prospeciing for a nesting site within the precincts
of Brighton Fower Siation, On the south side of 'B' Station,
there is a considerable expanse of fenced-in shingle, intersected
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by pathways, and it was on this shingle, not more than 3 feet
from the Stores, that they settled down to incubate four eggs,

Three eggs hatched on May 14th, the fourth egg remaining
infertile) and within a few hours of emerging, it was noticeable
that the chicks were quite capable of feeding thenselves. It
should also be mentioned that as the brecding area is surrounded
by a reised well and fence, they wero unable to leave until
sirborne, although there was an unlikely possibility that when
nearly fledged, they might be compelled fo descend severzl steps
in the vieinity, which would ensble them to negotiate the area.

In the doys that followed, the fortunes of the three chicks
vere watched with keen interest by many cmployecs at the Station,
who were often made aware of their presence by the piping calls
of the parents as thoy controlled the young searching for inscet
food.

There was, howcver, an unknown hazard even within the
apperent security of the Station, which had not been forescen.
On Haoy 20th only two chicks were noted, and on June 3rd, a& further
one had disappeered, leaving only one survivor., This safely
reached maturity and was ultimately seon in flight. One can only
agsgumc that the two chicks which diseppeared were taken by a
predator - in all probability a gull or Carrion Crow.

The mair disadvontage of the broeding arca secms to have
been the pathways between the shingle; the cryptic colourction
of the chiclts was obviously ineffective when thoy were on the
paving stones, and they could essily be spotied by o possing
predator,

In sgpite of this danger, = second brood was hatched on July
11th, and this time two chicks survived out of three, the fourth
cgg again remeining infertile, Thoy would appear to have "taken
wing' on Aug., 9th. :

Hr,V.C,Lewis, a profcssional bird-recordist, was given
permission to wisit the Sintion st short notice on Aug. 4th in
order to tcke advantage of the recording potentisl of the Ringed
Plovers within their unusual breeding territory. The recordings
he made were very satisfactory and it is hoped that they have
been accepted by the B,B,C, for their Sound Library, This visit
was kindly arranged by Mr. C.M.Veysey of Worthing, who has {aken
an active interest in the Ringed Flovers of the area.
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The important aspect of this nesting behaviour has, of
course, becn the neced for these birds to seek less disturbance
within the sanctuary of the Power Station, and it now remains
to be seen whether this will become an annual event.

1,W.H,

The following notea on other breeding poira in the nrea were
sent by C.M.V,

At least 3 and possibly 4 or 5 pairs bred between TOO and 1000
yords further E,, opposite 'A' Power Station. One of these was
double~brooded snd may have beon responsible for a late clukch as
well, It wes not possible to say how many juvs, survived, with
rats, o pair of Corrion Crows and very lerge numbers of gulls
using the poren asg a resting place ot high tide! In three clutches
of 4, ono cgg failed to hateh.

ARRIVALS & DTEPARTURES OF MIGRANTS 1970

This featurc has been compiled from the main body of
records sent in by mombord,

Atbreviations os in "NHpteble Firds of the Arsa”.

First Last

Speeies Dot Locality Date Locality
Wnimbrel dpril 18 Worthing Sept.i2 C.C,
Common

Sandpiper April 18 Er, Dee. 21 Dele
Black Tern May 14 Br. Septe16 Br.
Little Tern May 21 Br. Septe23 Worthing
Turtle Dove April 26 Adirport

Cuckoo April 1B Sompting &

Steyning Sept.2 Sompting

Swift HMay 3 Lancing Aug,19 Worthing
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col
Swallow

House Martin
Sand Martin

Whectesr
Whinchat
Hedstart

Grasshopper

Werbler

Resd Warbler
Scdge Warbler

Blackeap

Garden Warbler
¥Whitethroot

Legsser

Whitothroat
*H{l1llow Warbler
®Chiffchaff

Spotted

Flycatcher

Yellow
Wogtail

Mret
Date
Mar,26

April 3
April 18
More13
April 25
Mar,21.

April 22
April 10
April 25
April 24
April 23
April 25

Hay 5
April 5
Mar.21

Lpril 14

April 9

Locality
Steyning
Steyning
Steyning
Wells

Sompting

Mill Hill, She

Sompting
Stoyning
Sompting
C.H,
Lancing
Sompting

ﬂ- S.Rl
Southwick
Sanet-

Sompting

Steyning

E
ot

ag
te

Hovei2
Hov.27
Septl.12
Hov.24,.
Oct. 1
Scpte 26

1

July 9
Aug.18
Aug. T
Oct, 6
Oct. 6
Sept.18

Sept.16

SGpt.Eﬁ
Cet. 1

SUPt|1B

Iocali
Coombes
Sompting
Br.Lagoon
Harb,
Ferring
WeRaDe

Patcham
C.H.
C.H.
C.H.
Worthing
CoH,

C.H.

Steyning
c.H,

Br.

Docenber and Janmiary records omitted in
these two spoeiss a2s these birds may be
trying to winter.
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BIRD WATCHING FOR THE DISABLED

I4 has long been our custom to spend two weeks in Norfolk
in October but in 1970, due to having had an illneass, my mobility
was restricted. From poat experience, it seemed that much could
be done in Horfolk even if the walk up Blakeney Point which
always feels like 5 miles thers and 10 miles back over the
ghingle was not feasible, There is alwnys the boat to the Point
but in the event, we did not use it due to the tides being wrong
the first week and o gele the sscond week, During tho gale, we
indulged in "drive-in" bird watching at Woybourne and Salthouse
and watched from the car., When the wind is very strong, by this
mesns, it is possible to hold the binoculnrs steady and avoid the
bugbear of salt on the lenses, Our walking never ocxzceoded about
3 miles in a day mostly over good ground and in fact some of this
walking was not really necessary as our trips to Wells were not
very productive this yoear, though it had been very interesting in
past years.

We left Storrington on 11th October and teok up rusidence
in a vory delightful cottage just outside Blakeney., It was
oxtremely convenient and comfortable, the only drawback being
tho stairs which resembled a ship's ladder.

Turing the first 5 days thc weather conditions worc not
ideal, though we did see Bearded Tits, a Little Bittern, a Hen
Herricr and o Ring Ousel at Cloy East Bank and & Snow Bunting,
2 Shoro Larks and 2 largo flock of Twite at Sclthouse. Our
total speeies veached 91 in these 5 days.

Wo next visited Snoettisham Grovel Pita where overy yoor
therc scoms to be | Red-nccked Grebe and 1970 was no cxeeptlon;
we olso had & Short-carcd Owl. On the way we had stopped at
Hunstonton and had scen the very exciting passage of Oystor-
eatchers and Knot, with smaller numbors of Bor—tnilod Godwits,
Redshank and Sonderling from thelr high tido roosts in the
Holme — Titchwell area to their feeding grounds in the Wash,
Largo flocks of birds stream by and the sheer numbers make this
on unforgetiable sight.

The following day we went to Weybournc o look for an
adult Gloucous Gull which was waiting for us on the beach, This
saoms to bo a regular cach yoar. Wo had cxecllent views at rest
and in flight.
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On the eighth day the gale started to blow, initially from
the West, so it was off to Weybourne for sez watching. We had
3 Black-throated Divers, 1 Brent Googe, some Kittiwakes, 1
"Comic! Tern, 1 Little Gull, 1 Arctic Skua, 2 Pintails and 2
Red-brensted Mergonsers, We zlso thought that there were Monx
Shearwaters tut they were very for out et sea.

The next day the wind went round to North West, tradition-
ally the best guarter for sea watching but it wns strangely
unrevarding, We did however sec a flock of 13 Barnacle Geese
on the marsh near the Esast Bank,

On the following dny the gale blew from the North with a
glight ecsterly touch, TFinding 2 gen watch not very rewording
we went to Salthouse and parked facing seaward about 100 ynrds
up the Beach Road on each side of which were large shaliow
pools of sen woter which had presumnbly sceped through the
shingle ridge, We then discovered that the birds were passing
to the West inside the shingle ridge. Ve saw while parked
there 6 Skuns, {1 Bonxie, 3 Pomcrine and 2 Arctic, One
FPomorine Skun was a superb light phage adult complete with
twisted tail. It endeavoured to drown a Black-headed Gull
which woe rosting on the woter not many yards from the ear but
fniled, It then precned on the bank ot the rondside. Porties
of Kittiwakes, cdult and immnture woere passing West and many
regted on the wotcr of the roadside; we sow at locst 120, Ve
finished the day with execcllent views of a ringtail Hen Harrier
at the East Bank, 9 Barnacle Gecse at Salthouse and 6 more Arctic
Sicuns and mony Kittiwakes at Weybourne,

Tne wind abated somowhat the noxt day ond & sea wateh at
Weybourne gove us one more Arvctic Skua, 3 Little Gulls end two
parties of Bront Goose. A Barred Werbler wos caught and
ringed on the Welsey Hills at Cley. At Cley thore was a
party of Grey Geese flying, unfortunctely not identified eond
cnother porty of 16 Barnacle Geese which brought our total for
this species to 38,

The gele had blown itseli out on the following day and
it seemed as though the blrds that hod been bottled up by the
gale were now all peseing to the West, The mejor passage was
of Erent Geese in partics of 15 to 50 or more continmually
pasging by ot sea, Therc were also Sholduck and Common
Secoter in amellor numbers ond 1 party of 2 adult and 2
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immature Whooper Swons and later in the day we had 5 more calling
as they flow. A soccond Barred Warbler wns secn at the Walsey Hills
and a Merlin flew over there, We hod snother Short—-cared Owl ot
Snlthouse.

Haoving hod a roport of Waxwings at Hunstonton we made our way
home that way. Uear the golf course we saw more than 100 including
35 sitting on one television nmeriall

Our total tally of specice for the holiday was 120 and this
included very few summer visitors, most of which had clready gone
bafore we reoched Horfoll,

The object of this article is to show thot, given the rignt
weather conditions, North Norfolk can offer exciting bird watching
to those who are not quite so active as they would like to be,

ReEuGe

GARDEN BIRDS FOR 1970

Thoe following members have contributed to these notes -
Mra.Rny, Miss Bull, MHrs.Bdwards, Messrs. C.J.P. & B.R.Clay,
Helyer, Holman, Twort ond Richard Ives.

Garden ot Mill Hill (Mres Ray)
Goldcr?st. Ring Ouscl im, & 1f, for two days (Scpt. %0 and
Qcts 1J).

Garden ot Steynine (Miss M.Bull)
Fieldfore feeding on a rotten apple and bathing; geon for

goveral days in Jan, Greon Woodpecker on lawn March 6 and
Nov. 20.

Garden at Worthing (Mrs E.M,Edwards)
Redwing, Golderest, Tree Creoper, Mistle Thrush, Wren,
Goldfinch, (the last throe nosting succcasfullyj. Blue Tit,
Long-tailed Tit, ond Garden Worbler,

Garden nt Westdene (C.F.Helyer)
Kestrel, Toamy Owl, Redwing, Skylark, Chiffchaff, Golacrest,
and o Lesser Bloclc-bocked Gull whieh come whilst snow was on
the ground.
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en ot Southwick (Mr ?ﬂnrt)

Stock Dove, cclling throughout year, Tawny Owl, Willow
Warbler, Chiffchaff, albino Blackbird, and a partial-
albino Storling.

Garden ot Wost Chiltington (Mr A,E.Holman)
Blackbird's nest with cggs March 10.

Gardon ot Loneing (Richard Ives)
Male Blackcep scen on Dec, 29 1969, and still there on
Jan, 1 & 3.

Gorden ot Steyning (PoJ. & B,R,Clay)
Meadow Pipit, Recd Bunting, Chiff/Willow, Linnct, Black-
cap, Ficldfare, Bullfinch up to 8 in March. Kestrel,
Snipe and Redshanlt geen flying ovor,

ADVERTURES WITH OWLS

If one likes one's birding made easy, then Finland is not
the country to visit, With such o wiiform hobitat, mile after
mile of deep coniferous forest stretching apporently endlessl
into the distance, the birds are-thinly secattered, and several
hours of hard welldng and thorough searching will, on average,
produce only cbout one interesting bird per hour - more
interesting, that is, than the irritatingly wheezing Brembling
or chattering Redwing with which the forests sbeund.

But there is no denying thot, when located, the birds are
well worth the effort, and one's hourly encounter is very
likely to be exciting: & sonring Goshawk, or a displaying Honey
Buzzard, perhaps & pair of feeding Waxwings, or a party of
Crones, And of course, there are slways the owls!

These fascinating noeturnal birds were the prineipal
reason for a return visit to Finlend which three friends ond I
mode in 1970, Finland has been described as the last unspoilt
country in Europe, and the huge forests contain more owls than
any other Europenn country, But first find your owl!
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The numbers of some of the owls in northern Scandinavia
fluctuate on a four-year cycle which is directly related to the
rise and fall in the population of Lemmings, those strange little
furry crecitures which commit mass suicide in their reguler irrup-
tions and mad cross-country migrations., The larger owls feed
principally upon these and other voles and rodents whose popula-
tions reach a peck in numbers every fourth year or so. The result
of this regular mogsive »ise in the population is that there is
insufficient food available to support all the animals, and they
have to spread further afield to find more; the predators which
live upon them, finding a ready food sourcs, can roise larger
broods, and themselves spread into areas where they are not usually
found. As the Lemmings and voles breed eorly in the year, their
numbers are swollen by the time the owls are nesting, and the owls
consequently hove 2 successful brocding sooson which often results
in lorger numbers being present through the following winter to the
ensuing spring, But by thon the volc and Lemming population hea
dwindlecd, the owls raise small broods, and the populntion shrinks
agein until the next phese of tho cyele,

On our first visit to Finland in 1968, we cncountered fow
owls, and it wos obviously not a vole or Lemming year, Our
correspondents in Finland told us that 1970 was the ncxt peak yuoar
in the four-ycar cycle, and that if the pattern was to repeat it-
self, this should be o good secson for owls., So we arronged our
trip to tale place in Moy, ito coineido with the +ime when owls
would be feeding young, and should thus be more conspicuous, 3By
early 1970 we wore reeceiving lettors saying "the forcats nre alive
with volog", and wo svomod all get for o rewarding visit.

Horthern owls ore notoriously difficult 4o find, This is not
go much becauge they ore maoinly nocturnal, like most of our own
owls; after nll, in the far north the midnight sun ensures that
therc is no dorkness to hide them, It is becauso the forests are
go huge and so donse thnt the proverbinl ncedle would be just as
oogy to find - cxcept that nocdles do not normnily enll, and the
ealling of the owls is the way of loeating them, The best periocd
for hearing them is in the early spring, say March or April, and o
friend of ours went to Swodon at that tHime in 1970 where ho had
considerable sueccoss in listening to the ealls of Urnl and
Tengmalm?s Owls; but in so doing ho nenrly froze to death in his
sleeping bag, ce of course the couniry was still snowbound, We
proferrced to go loter and try to find our owls in loss rigorous
conditions,
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We arrived in Finland in mid-Mey and worked our way gradu-
ally northwards by rosd. We had arronged to meet some Finnish
friends & few days after our arrival, and in their company we
spent a rewarding day looking at owl nesting-boxes which they
had put up in the forests, and some of which were occupied, The
first we came to wes being used by o Tengmalm®s Owl, and a Finn
ghinned up the tree and brought the female out of the box in hls
hond, We were omazed — surely she would desert? But on being
released, she merely flew to a nearby tree and kept an eye on
proceedings, The six young in the box were all brought out and
ringed, and the weight of each rocorded; as with all owls, where
the femnle starts fo brood the first egg as soon as it iz laid,
there is o wide range in size, and the weights of this brood var-
ied from the amnllest at 45 grommes to the heavicet ot about
three times that weight. The female bird was nll this time
watehing from an adjoining tree only 15 fect away with apparent
interest and certcinly no anguish; & docile owl about as large
cg our own Iittle Owl, with o large head, vivid yellow eyes,
grey-brown in colour and with large white spots on the upper
parts.

LA few miles further on we were led off the road down a
trock into the forest and up to another nesting-box, Our hosts
coutioned us to be very quiet, and to remain out of sight of the
box; and to our astonishment, one of then donned a aash -helmet
and proceeded to climb the tree, The ocoupont, we were told, wos
o very ferocious Urnl Owl, which attncked intruders of any size;
the bird was soon clormed by the sounds of the climber, and as
he renched the box appeared in the entrance — an enormous grey
owl with smnll, menncing, dark eyes, L4s the box was intended
for the diminutive Tengmalm's Owl, the bird eould scarcely
sgueeze in and out, and had been lmown to get stuck completely
when ruffling up its feathers in excitement, When relessed,
thiz negnificent bird flew off into distent trees, not prepared
to take on seven bird-watchers at once; but it soon returned znd
borked loudly at us from the tops wntil we left.

The next thrill was ancther boxful of baby Tengmalm's Owls.
Mum was away shopping, so a2ll five young were itoken out of the
box and brought down to ground level, They were utterly ador-
able - bundles of blackish fur from which stared piercing yellow
eyes in an unflinching gaze; they must surely have been the
original models for woolly gonks! They aat about meckly while
they were ringed, weighed, photographed and generally enthused
over, 30
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Our next encounter with owls wos some three hundred miles
further north, where we camped for ten days in a forest area known
to be froquented by several owl specics, On our first evening in
the area, we had set up camp just off the road and had 2 good fire
going; two of us were off owling decp in the forost, when the other
two had & romarkable stroke of luck - a magnificent Great Grey 0wl
floated out from the late evoning gloom, sat up in a nearby tres,
and stored down at these intruders in his forest! A fow moments
later he silently slipped owey into the dusk.

Thig wees only the first of many adventures with the owls in
this area, A pair of Great Grey Owls had a ncuat a couple of miles
from our camp, and cccasionnl trips over there were very exciting.
This iz another uttorly fearless owl, and attanks humans who dare
to go near the ncst with great forocity; o poir in this areca
romoved one bird-watchor's oye a fow yoors proviously when he tried
to climb the nost tree, They cre cnormpus birds, and, being owis,
pome ond go through the trecs in complste and frightening =silcnce,
Their vivid yellow cyes are so ponetrating that they scem to stare
right through you — I had a worrying hour's wantch near the nest late
one night with the mnle bird eyeing my every move from 2 noarby troa.
There was somcthing very thrilling about boing in the proximity of
birds which sppenr in this nrea only once wvery four ycars, and
which probably spend the intcrvening ycars far to the cast, in the
romote and endless forosis of northern Russin,

Ecgle Owls wore proscnt in this partieular forest, but wcre
very clusive; I missed an cvening performance which two birds put
on, the forest coclioing with their loud and deep baridng cs they
eallod at cnch other in the frosty, still cvening air, Tho show
cnded with the two gignntic owls, which were likened to flying beer
barrels, coming out of the trces ond flying neross & ride in front
of tho obeorvors.

We left Finlend with many happy momories of those exeiting owls
of the northorn forcsis: they ars so very difficeult to find that we
were still sceing new ones after being in the arca for ten days,
and in fret hod an uneonny picec of good fortune on our lost ovoning
thers, whun a Hawk Owl, pcrhops the most daghing and attractive
owl of zll, flow across & clearing in front of us, ¥From the Hny
Tengmalm!s Owl to the gigantic Bzgle Owl, there ean nowherc be a
more cxeciting group of spoeies. Tou have to roally work hard to find
them, but seeing ond hoaring them is reward enough.

DA B0,
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HOUSE MARTINS BREEDING AT WEST CHILTINGTON

It was six ycors ogo thot House Martins last nested on our
bungnlow at West Chiltingfon. Thoir old nests wore then destroyed
during external decorations, and it was zlwoys our hope that
these birds would roturn to nest agnin and rear their young,

This spring, in order to give them some encouragement, an
artificinl neost wos erccted under the back porch, To our joy,
in April = peir of Martins prospected the ready-made nest and
cntered it many times, but apparently did not find it to their
liking, So they built their own nest adjoining the ready-made
one, and young were eventunlly hatched and reared, As this site
was only six feet from our back door, wo were obie to sit in
comfort in all woathors zt no more than this distance, and
valuable cobservations and rocords were ocasy to obtain, Efforis
weres Bade to record the daily woridng conditions of this pair
of Hartins; mony hours were spont and on many deys observations
started nt 04,00 hrs, and continued until affcr dark, In this
short report it is intercsting fto record a few cutstonding
obeervations.

Thege Mortins were loate risers — Wrens, Hobins and Black-
birds all being out and about in the garden 4 hour before the
Hartine begon to "show o leg"., However, they cvenfunlly raised
four young which left the nest safely. When they had flown, a
lorge fecther, which for some time hed protruded from the nest,
interested us. To our horror, on pulling this out the nest
completely collapsed. But we were not too worried, as the young

nd been on the wing for twe or three days, and this gove us an
opportunity of examining in detoil the construction of the nest.

Following the aceldentnl destruction of this nest, %o our
great surprise ond delight the complete brood — 4 young and 2
cdults ~ tock over the artificicl mest. But after a few days
and much squabbling at the nest entrance, the adults succeeded
in praventing the young birds from toldng up their sebode there,
and it was obvious that they intended to have a second breod.
This they did, ond it was not long before three young of the
second brood werc hotched., Now heres comes a surprising develop-
ment — when the second brood were a few days old, the originnl
broed returned again and were allowed access to this second nest.
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For four nights no fewer than nine birds occupied the nest -
4 of the original brood, 2 adults and 3 of the second brood;
a "full house" to be sure!

When the sccond brood eventually left the nest, one young
remained behind for soveral days and was fed very spasnodically
by the z2dults., Then a further interesting obgservation was made.
It wos ovident from the behaviour of the Martins in the distriect
that migration wos in the air., On Oct. 16th with a young bird
atill in the artificial nest, our back porch was filled with
anything up to 150 House Martins, weaving in ond out all the
morning, flying up to the nest containing the young one but
nover cntering it. Finally, about mid-day, the sole survivor of
the second brood left the nest and joined the birds that had
spent the morning obviously telling him that it wos time to gol
And as from mid-day on Oct. 16th not another Martin hos been ssen
within watehing distance of our garden - gone, but we hope only
+o return in 1971.

This pair of Heuse Martine became almost & part of the
family, being so docile and allowing us a free hand in making such
close ocbscrvotions as type of food brought in, method of disposal
of excreta, cnd detnils of mud colluction and nest building.

They even allowed us to listen to them when on the nest ond
"talking" to their young brood.

Wo hove beon well rewarded for the wait of six yeors for
the return of the House Martins to West Chiltington.

-A.'EQHI- & HI‘E -H.
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FROM OUR MEMBERS! NOTEBOOKS

Peetoral Sandpiper st Shorscham

This bird was scen on Sept. 26 chout 150 yords below the
Toll Bridge, It was on the E, bank close to the purslane (i.e.
a fow yards out from it) with the tide out., It wes watiched
from the W, bank using x 10 binoculars and a x 30 telcscope in
good sunlight, It showed o dark grey-brown sironked head, darkest
on the crown, and 2lso neck and breast, with o sharp line of de-
mareation between this aond white underparts a2t the lower breast.
There was & conspicuous area of white on the throat, ond &
whitish supcreilicry stripe., The reost of the upper parts had a
"browner' appenrance, the feathers of the mentle and folded wing
showed dark centres but brownish-tuff cdges. The bird had a
long=-bodied appearance due fo the relatively short yellow legs
as compared with those of o Redshonk,

C.M.YV.

An Unusunl Goldfinch

On Bept. 16 at the gravel pit nearcat to Oving, what
appeared to be a pure white sparrow-sizod bird was seen on rough
ground necr fto the cdge of the water. Fortunately it was possible
to cpproach the bird quite closely, and it was recognised as &
Geldfinch, The ecall was corrcet, and it was subscguently seen in
o floeck of other normal Goldfinches whoere it was fooding on
thizstle hends,

It was a bird of considernble boauty, being completcly
white except thoat it hod retained the gold on the wings. The
bill wos pinkish-grey. It was cpparently o member of a passing
flock as it was not scen ogain on subsequent viaits,

R.E.GQ,

Pomardine Skun ot Goring—by-Sea

A dark-phosed ndult was secn flying W., approzimately 75-100
yards offshore 2t Goring on Mor.10 shortly after high water and
proceeding in a very leisurely fashion when it overtook the
cbassrver,

It oppeared to resemble a derk plumaged gull, but with a
rather small, hooked bill and o conspicuously long teil which
had a curiously 'bunched' appearance, This wns due to the
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twisted centre fonthers, blunt ended end giving the bird a "tnil-
heavy'! effect, The light arcas by the corpal joint were not a
conapicuous feature in the againgt-the-light views, When nhout
150 yeards past, it suddenly come to life and flew at high speed
after a gull which had rison from the water towards S.Ferring.

(H.Shrubh, in a letter, commented !the toil, heavy appearance
and leisurely, almost languid flight arc curiously distinctive!.
It iz our first satisfoctory Morch record, as far ns he could tell)

C.M,V,

Lirl Bunting at Lancing

A male Cirl Bunting appeared in a Loneing gerden on Mey 11,
12 and 13, It disappeared until May 17, from which dote it wos
rosident until September, It storied singing on May 18 and thero-
after was hoord regularly three times a day, often wakening the
observer around 4,30 a,m, and its evening song would stort any
time from 7,30 and last for half on hour or longer.

Its song wms tape-recorded carly in May, and when played boolk
to the bird provoled an cxiremely aggressive responsc. Its singing
posts wore very defindte, proesumably morking its territory, os it
flew from onc to the ethor, Unfortunately, neither a nest nor a
fennle worc observed, but the mnle could be seen regulnrly through
to September. It was hoard npnin ginging in o neighbouring grrdon
on Nov 23, and woa asoen subscquently on three othor dnys.

B.R.R.

Auks Affected by 0il at Southwicl

Dwo oiled Razorbills were found on Southwick/Fishersgnte
Beach and taken to tha Reception Contre on Jan, 12 & 22, One was
gimilarly found on Lancing Bench on Feb, 3., Two were found deand
(hezvily ciled) on Southwiclk/Fisheregate Beach, on Jan, 14 and
Feb, B

Fifteon oiled Guillenots from Southwicl/Fishorsgate Bonch
on Jan, 12 (17), 13 (2), 14 (1), 15 (1), & 22 (3) and on MHar, 3 513
Eight wore found dead (heavily oiled) on Jan, 12 (7) and Feb. 2 (4

HI‘H 'H"

35




Tawny Pipit at Worthing

Twoe birds were seen together on Aug.27 &t Tenant's Hill, on
the lower part of the hill close to the bridle path leading to
Cisabury Ring. They were watchod on o foncod-off orco of turf where
2 number of shoep were graszing. In ploces the turf did not cover
the spil, which appeared dork greyish. The association of Yellow
Wogtoile with cottle and sheep is, of course, well known and this
was in mind when noting details of these birda.

Lpart from size, the fecture which at once caught the eye
was their very pale general colouring, the upper parts being light
sondy—-grey, slightly browner on the head, not showing any streak-
ing. There was a distinet near-white supercilium and o much lesa
digtinet moustochinl streak, The medien coverts showed black
'squares' bordered with buff, as were the feathers of the folded
wing generally, The outer tail feathers showed white, especially
when alighting, TUnder parts were alse very pale, being off-white
to buff on the breast, unstreaked. Of particular note was the
colour of the legs, which appesred buffish to pale yellowish-brown,
o conapicuous feature ogainst the green and dark grey of the

ground,
The shove is a slightly condenged version of the desecription
gent to the Rorities Committee. C.H.TV
L] - L]

Water Bnil in o Worthinez Garden

Following records in 1968 & 1969 of Weter Rails occurring in
residential gordens in Portslade, West Chiltington and Hove, we
have received £ very deteiled ond meficulous acecount of another
Woeter Reil watched in o Worthdng goarden between Jon.i8. and Mar,22.

After its first appearconce on Jan, 1B it wos seen in seversl
adjoining gnrdens before taking up residence in that of 14,
Chermandenn Road on Feb. 9. Dally notes were kept of the bird's
behnviour, of which the following is 2 necesgarily very brief
extract.

It made use of a pan of weater ploced on the lawn, took bread
regularly in competition with Starlings, which treated it with
considerable respect, but in turn the Water Rail deferred to gulls
and Jockdaws. By early March it was appearing in response to o coll
to food, when bread wns put out, It climbed to heights of up to 6
feet in lauristinus ond privet, usually roosting in the latter. No
less than 50 people werc able to see and at times photograph the

bird duri d of 2%
during the period of its Eﬁgg; From notes by Mr & Hrs Cyster

per H,C,P.5.




VISIT TO CAP GRIS NEZ

Cap Gris Nez is the nearest point on Continentol Burope to the
British Isles. 1t lies midwey between Calais and Boulogne. At this
point the cocstline turns through spproximately 120 degrees due south,
and is ideally situnted for observing sea bird migrotion. BRough
weather in the Autumn is likely to produce large and varied down
Chonnel movements: clso at the point the movement of birds leaving
the North Sea snd Channel can be observed.

Given suitable conditions the powerful lighthouse attroets large
numbers of night migrants,

With this in mind my father and I set out from London by train,
boat and bus and arrived et tho Observatory lote on the aftornuon of
2ist October 1970,

The £irst thing we saw were flocks of Ficldfares in the fields
end a small flock of 25 Bramblings. As it wus 1late in the day we
decided that we would sea—watch for cbout 4 hr. and this produced o
new bird for both of us, = Storm Petrel, of which we had wonderful
short ronge views. Kittiwokes wore moving down the Chonnel all the
time: other birds scen were Littlo Gulls, Gonnets, small parties of
Velvet Scoters and two Short—corced Owls flying in from Englond who
confused us for o fow momeonis as we thought we hed our first odd
prodator, These were a teste of whet wos to come,

The morning of the 22nd we wore at the lighthouse at dawn; 1t
was cold and blowing a gole from the north. There was a fascinating
mizration of Thrushes and Finches, and in 3 hours we sew 6,000
Ficldfarcs, 500 Redwings, 10,000 Stzrlings, 250 Siskins, 3,000
Chaffinches end {15,000 Brambiings heading for England; also amongst
these there were Hooded Crows, Bloackbirds, Greonfinches and Redpolls.
Rarer birds werc also prescnt. 20 Waxwingas wore observed focding on
the blackborry bushes sround and 3 Great Crey Shrikes could be seen
in the arca, MNoro Hoodod Crows and 2 Common Buzzards flew over our
hends,

Socn watching can be done at any time and to total up all that
woe saw would take up too much space. The list of what was scon
during a 3 hours watch is as follows: Divers 2, Great Northern Divers
2, Volvet Seoters 350, Common Scoters 1,300, Brent Geese 68, Sparrow
Howk 1, Morlin 5, Kestrel 1, Avocet 1, Arctic Skuas and Great and
Pomaring Skuns, 260 Little Gulls, 500 Kittiwakes ond Aule.

Again on the 23rd the usual migration of gmnll birds wes
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fantastic taken at an hourly rate: Bramblings 3,000, Starlinss
and Chaffinches 20,000, Fieldfares 4,000, Redwings 650, Wexwings
35

The 25rd was the day for unusunl species. 2 Sorins were seeon
et the Cap, these are very rare in England bul are seen on nearly
every visit here by English watchers, Predators were numerous and
the following wore also socn: 3 Sparrvow Eawlks, 2 Hen Harriers, 2
Peregines, 35 Merlins, 5 Kcotrels, 2 Short-cored Owle, | Montagu's
Horrier, The sea wotch wos much about the same, 1 Grey Phalarope
wos seen on the water during this day, The other English watchers
also sew a Crosted Lark in sand dune area east of the Cap and an
increcse in Hooded Crows, 50+.

The 24th brought a change in the weather. There wos a wind
change and it was blowing south-wesi force 8, Visible migration
was sutller, only o few hundred fieldfares and Redwings. Sitarlings
were well up - 100,000, Chaffinches, 20,000, Bramblings 1,000, Seca
novement fell off too, only the odd Skun Divers and Auks wore ceen
moving down the Chonnel. Y

Our stay wos coming to on end so on the 25th, os we had about
3 hours to spure in the morning we bad o gea wateh, 1 Manx Shear—
woter, 3 Golden-eye, 1 long tailed Duck, Scoters, Common/Arctic
Terns, 5 Merlins, 2 Sp.Haowks and 1 Purple Sandpiper (which wos
shot ot by the local hunter - he missed!).

This ended our ¢ days, which as you ean sce were very varied
and interesting, This cbecrvetory ncods support and regular
watehors.,

If this kng been of any interest, we would be pleased to paas
on ony details, or onc can write fo the Secretary of Cap Gris Nez
Bird Obgervatory:—

P,J, Oliver,

53 Esher Form Way,
Bast Molesey,
Surrey

The Observotory publishes an Annunl Report and if anyone
wishos o borrow the 1968/1969 one wo would be very willing to
lepd pur ocopy.

E.F.




SUMMARTES OF FIELD OUTINGS 1970

Saturday, Jonuary 3rd:
Ferring Beoch with My, F.J.Forbes.

There wos a turn-out of 14 members on 2 dry, cold day with a
little sun,

We walked along ths bench to the cnfe and Ferring Rife, seceing
the usual waders - gome 200 - 300 Dunlin & Sanderling, several Grey
Plover, Redshank, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover and one Curlew, Lorge
numbers of gulls - Black-headed, with soms Common, Herring & Great
Black-backed, Passerines included Stonechat (4), Mendow Pipit and
Rock Pipit, There were 6 Shelduck on the sea, and %0 flew W., as
did several flights of from 12 - 30 Brent Gecse,

One perty of up to 40 geese flying B, landed on the ses, just
too fzr out for positive identification., They were dnrk geese with
light underparts showing on landing, and flying rather slower then
Brents, But among thom woere two (one independent report said 5)
white gaesc with black wing marldngs, which appoered slightly smaller.
The contrasting oppenrance of these two guesc suggested a mejority
of Barnzcle Geese with several Snow Gegse, and it would be inter—
esting to lmow if there wore nny accepted rocords of these two birds
in the Chamnel at this time,

In ¢ chort walk up the Rife 3 Grey Wogtails, 3 Stonccnats and
2 Collared Doves were soen, with several Redwings and Fieldferes.,
Severzl Redwings were seen on the beach, and a party of 20 -= 30
Fieldfares flew N,

Sunday March 8ths
Pogham Horbour with Dr.J.Stafford

On 2 bright swmy day a number of membors aond their friends
met at the eastern side of Pagham Harbour, We all hnd good vicws
of many common birds in good light and some quite close. Thore
was nothing unusual but it was e pleasant day during which we aow
waders, gulls, duck and some common small passerines woll enough
to please evoryone,

Sunday Anpil {24

Shoreham Senctuary with Mr,4,Burstow and the Sanctuary
Committee,
Six members woited from 10 am, until 11,15 hoping that the
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heavy rain would cease, but in vein! And the mecoting was
abendonsd with soveral squawldng Blackbirds as the only birds
gecn,

Soturday May 2nd:
Kingley Vale with Mrs.M.Gillett

Owing to illness, Mr R,P.Mecdows wos unable to lond this
outing, and Mrs Gillett very lkdndly took his placé, helped by
My Hording Rees,

Avout twenty members attended in warm and sunny weather,
end the perty, splitting into two groups, procecded to the top
of the hill where they joined forccs ngain and comparcd notes.

Birds seen nnd/br heard included Willow Werbler, Chiff-
chaff, Whitethroot, Nightingele, Yellow Hommer, Dumnock, Msadow
Pipit, Lapwing, Skylark, Swallow, Sand Martin, Cuckoo, Kestrel,
Jaoy, Green Woodpecker, Goldercst, Blue Tit and Phoaopant, but
the highepot of the day wos undoubtedly o Buzzard, flying nenr
to two ¥ostrels.

Sunday Hovember lst:
Thorney and Pilsey Islands with My B,Matealfe.

Some twenty members essembled ot the Thorney turning off
the A 27 on a fine, breesy morning, Hoom was found in the enrs
for the train travellers, and the cavalcade drove straight to
the corpark at the south end of the island; thence on foot
oclong the ghore to the point opposite Pilasey lslaend, already
cut off by the rising tide.

This proved a rewording viewpoint from which the perbty was
not tempted to stroy far. Most of the expected waders were well
seen — Turnstone, Curlew, Redshank, Oyatercotcher, Bor-failed
Godwit, and Grey Plover, But most impressive, both swirling in
the sir and on the ground, was a vast flock (estimntes ranged up
to 10,000 birds) of mixed Iunlin, Sznderling and Ringed Tlover.
Only one rather dubious Brent Goose was seen, but Cormorants
numbered 22, and two Kestrels hovered over Pilsey.

On the walk bock to the eors nbout 70 Golden Plover were
geen on the airfield with mony Lapwing, and o flight of about
12 Greenshank was & lest-minute bonus, OFf smnll passerines, a
fine mole Jtonechot was seen, and several Reed Buntings.
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LIST OF LECTURES 1970

Jan, 24the
"Skolcholn & Grasgholm, Sea-bird Islands®
HI'-. EI Bﬂ?liﬂﬂ-&liﬂl

F‘Eb. 141;31-

"Puffins come Home™
"Sea Engles for Fair Isle"
"Jhere the Curlew Calls"
R.8.7,B Films

Mar, 21st.

L.G.M,
"Birds of Prey trained for Howldng"
Mr M,J,Dawson
Sept. 231rd.
"Bird Population Chonges in 2 Surrey Oakwood over
20 years"
Ir.G.Bevan
Qot, 2Bth.
"The Living Pattern"
Mr, W.D.Park
Nov, 25th,

"Birds ond Animals™
Shorehan Travel Agency Filnms,
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OFFICERS E1C,

Prepident ond Cheirmens I, J, Stafford

Council Mambors:

Hon, Secretarys Mrs, By Pormer
Hon. Prog.Secretary: Br, 4, Burstow
Hon, Trensurer: Mr. G.W. Ranpton
Hon, Recorder: Mr, T, Palmer
Report Editor: Mr, C.F, Eoclyer
rlus Miss C,P.S5. Griffiths, g Mr. H. Hiscoke
¥iise C,M, Bigga Hr, C.E. Messer

Ficld Committee: Miss C. P. 8. Griffiths
Megars. d.Burstow and R.E.McEKechnie
and T, Palmer

Sanctucry Committee: Messrs, 4, Burstow, D, McKechnie,
s Palmer, F, J. Forbes

Member kindly reaponsible for distribution of "British Birds" cte,

Vr, T, Polmer
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SHO

ORNITHOLOGICAL S0C

MEMEERSIIP LIS

Mrs. M., Anderson
Mre, Be irnold
Miss Barr

Miss H, Bartlett
M¥pr, P,J,.Belman
Hr, I, Beswick

Capt. J & the Hisses
C.K, & J, Biges

Higs V,V,Bloke
Mr, K. Bolingbroke
¥r, Gs Brown

Miss M, Bull

Hr, A, Burstow
Mr, S.J. Carter
Mrg. Carey

M, P, Carey

Miss J. Be Coter

Mrz, . E, Chandler

Mr & Mrs, A,E,Childs

%8 Mill Eill, Shoroham
{ The Crescent, 8,Lancing

17 Roman Rozd, Steyning

"Chancton" The Strect, 0ld Shoreham

48 Overhill Gardens, Brighton 6

20 lmbleside Road, Sompting

7 M411 Hi1l1l, Shorchem

35 Hollingbury Cerdens, Worthing
24 Cornwall Gardens, Brighton 6

15 Roman Road, Steyning

44 King's Stone Avenue, Steyming
27 Erringhanm Road, Shorehan

111 Ophir Road, Worthing

44 Greenways Crescent, Shoreham
44 Grocnways Crescent, Shorcham
7% 01d Shorgham Road, Shorchan

"Four Winds" Church Close,
N,Lancing

Cobbers, 6 Bonnet Avenue, Hove 4
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Mr & ¥rs, L, T, Clark 26 Dawn Crescent, Becding, Steyning

Mr, B, R, Clay 11 Ronen Road, Steyning
Mr, P, J. Clay 11 Boman Road, Steyming
Mr & Mrs, Cole Barn End, 27 Amberley Drive,
Goring-on-Sea
Miss E, M, Coombs 11 8% Janes /wvenue, N, Lancing
lir & Mrs, H,E,Cooper 38 Hurst Road, Hassocks
Hrs, Re P, Cordero Rohan Iodge, Wadhurst Park,
Wadhurst, Sussex
Miss D, Culver 42 Cotswold Road, Worthing
lias B, Crock West House, Southover, Nr,Lewes
My & Mrs, 4, B, Davison 18 Buel Crescent, Scuthwick
Bli4 6LB
Hr, M, J, Dawscn 99 Eldred Avenue, Brighton
BN1 S5EL
Megars, GeD.Ps & J, Iixon Lloyds Bank Flat,
8 Shore Rd, West Wittering
Mr & Mrs., &, L. Dumbrell 6 Southdown Ave. Brighton 6
Mrs. B, Edwards 87 Upper Brighton Road, Worthing
Mr & Hrs., J. C. Evons 19 Penlands Way, Steyning
B4 3PN
Mrs, E, Farmer 78 Park Avenue, Shorechan
Lady Hezel Fish Hurst Lodge, Sandgote lane,
Storrington




Miss 0, Forbes
¥r, P, J. Forbes

¥r, B. Forbes
¥r, ii. F, George

I, D, Gibscn

Mr & Mrs. P H, Giles
Mrs., ¥, Gillett

Miss P, Gillett

Messrs, L & 1,7, Goddard

Mr & Mrs, R, E, Goddard

Mra, D, L, Glibbery

Miss C, P. 8. Griffiths

Mre, R, D, Griffithe
Hr & Mrs, C, Hnle
lir R, Hamlyn

Mrs S, B, Hards

Miss V, Hoy-Ganmsll

MWiss B, M, Heasman

13 Ronan Roaa, Steyning

16 Chesswood Road, Worthing
16 Chesawood Hond, Worthing
107 King Bdward Ave, Worthing

Restymage, Hillside Walk,
Heath Comoon, Storringion

313 Brighton Road, Worthing
{0 Tongdean Avenuc, Hove 4

95 Windfield, Epsom Road,
Leathorhead, Surrey

34 Mill Hill, Shorchan

Birch Spinney, Hrnzelwood Close,
Storrington

2 Clyde Terrace, Stoyning
BR4{3YN

9 Llandaff Court, Downview Road,
Worthing

36 Mill Hill, Shorcham

"Lamont" 235 Offington Drive
Worthing

Stunblefield, Folders Lane,
Burgesas Hill.

12 New Road, Shorehan

Restymge, Hillside Walk,
Heath Common, Storrington

Thistledown, Church Lane,
Upper Beeding
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Wigs M, Heath

lir & Mrs. C. ¥, Helyer

Mr H, Eigecoke

Dr M, Hollings

Mr A, E, Holnan
Mrs, M. 4. Hopkins
Hrs, 4. Hough
Miss P, Hughes

lra 0. 1, Hunt

lMrs R. J. Eunt

Mir R, Ives

M» & Mrs, Jenking
lrs R, W. P, Johnson
The Hisses Jogeph
Hr R, Kelly

My C. Knight

Miggs H. Londman

?ﬁEE J. H. LELSE-

¥r J. Lewls

152 Opchard Street, Chichoater

55 Bramble Rise, Westdene, Brighton
BN1 5GE

34 Manor Hall Road, Southwick

20 Hillsgido avenue, Worihing
Qakmere, Mill Road, West Chiltington
55 Lindun Road, Worthing

"Onklands" De Broose Way, Steyning
12 Hawlins Close, Shorcham

24a Windlesham Gardens, Shorehan-
by—Sea

2 1ill Hi1l, Shoreham-by-Sca

g Field Close, N. Lanecing

issheroft, Haudlyn Park Wey, Steyning
23 Hurst Rord, Hossocks

Under Round Hill, Lains Rd.Steyning
35 Stapley Road, Hove 4

The Kennels, Clappers Lane,
Fulking, Sussex

Hurgos Home, St.Richard's Hospital,
Chichesteor

40 Pound Frrm Road, Chich&ster

21 Erringham Rozd, Shoreham
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Mieg N, Lewarne

Mr C, TLowonss

Miss V. Lyon

Hr J, Re Mainstone

Hr D & Miss M, McKschnie
Messrs R.P, & M,I.J.Mecdows
Er C, E, Mesger

HMr B, lNetcalfe

Mige T, J, Hockett (J)

Hiss J, lionks

Miss M, Morgan

Mrg Morriscn-Scott
Mrs J. M, Nowmaon
Hr J. Heynhom

Mr Bs J. OfHeil
Migs M, Ormerod
lira E, Oftley
¥r V, Paris

¥r 7, Palmor

Miss M.A. Pmﬂ{:hul'ﬂ -

Flat 7 Riverside House,
High Strect, Shoreham

1 Sherborne Road, Hove BN3 BBA

Great Ballard, Earthom,
Nr Chichaster.

147 Upper Shoreham Road, Shorcham
T3 Comnnught Lvenue, Shoroham
4ghtroes, Aldingbourne, Chichestor
125 Cokehon Lane, Lancing

18 Hewhanm Iane, Steyning

45 Bromble Rise, Hrighton
BN1 5GB

Murses Home, St.Richord's Hospitel,
Chichester

11 Sheridan Road, Worthing

4 Costle Way, Steyning
444 Upper Shorchan Ri. Shorehan

The Lines, 116 Upper Brighton Rd,
Worthing.

364, South St. Tarring, Worthing
53 Terrines Avenue, Worthing

33 Middleton Avenue, Hove

22 Penbury Road, Worthing

11 Whitelot Way, Southwick BN4 4YF
6 Church Close, N, Lanecing
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Miss S, Pargeter
Miss J, Parry

Miss J. Portridge
Mr R. E. Pecxl

Hr R, Phillips

Mr N, Plunb

Mr & Hrs G,W.Rompteon
Mr & Mrs, Roy

I'fiBE F- l].l Rﬁﬁd

Hrs B. Resve
Mr H. Richardson

I'II' & E'II'H? H. R. Rees

Messrs P.W, & G.l. Bobing

Mrz Roe
¥Miss Rogers

Hr & Mrs, Huscoe
Mr ¥, Scvers

r By J. Short

¥Mr H, C, P, Spedil

Mrs J. B, Smith

%34 0ld Shorehon Road, Hove

35 Woodland Isive, Hove 4

Riverwoys, Riverside Rd. Shorehom

24 Creighton Avenue, London N,10

19 Chester Lvenue, Wellan Pork, Laneing
9 Mill Hill Gerdens, Shoreham

34 Croft Avenuc, Southwick BN4 4LB
Marlows, Mill Hill, Shorehom

Nurses Home, St.Richard's Hospital,
Chichester

Hoelain, Hoe Court, Herth Loneing

35 Mill Lone, Shorchanm

"anrth" 25 West Drive, Ferring, Worthing
114 014 Shorcham Road, Southwick

5 The MAvenue, Shorchan

157 Greecnwoys Croscent, Shorchon

Armington 01d Fermhouse, Botolphs,
Steyning
5 Beach Road, Shorchanm Boach

28 Brangwyn CUrescent, Brighton
BN 84T

6 Lanadowne Close, W. Worthing

3 Longeroft, Southdown Road, Shorchan
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Mrs, N, Saith
Dr & Mrs. J. Stafford

HI" Ii' st&ﬂﬂ

Hres & Hiss Stringfellow

lliss E, Theobald
Miss M, Thecbald

HDESI’S. J-E.S. & P.J.
Thompson

Mr & Hrs, J.M,Twort
Dr Franeis Varley
My & Mrs, Vegross

Hr O, M. Veysey

Dr & Mra, B, Wotson
Miss G. Watts

Mr & Mrs Weatherhoad
Mr S. R. G, Whetham
lise V, 3, Thite

Mr & Mrs, G.N,¥ildish

Mr & Mrs, R, Willioms

Mr P, S, Wilmshurst

3 8t. Mary's Close, Shorchan
Uplands, Mill Hill, Shorcham
69 The Drive, Shorchom

T Quesnswoy, Horshan

{1 Saxon Rocd, Steyning

1 Saxon Road, Steyning

TT Futley Croscont,
Goring—on-Seo

63 The Green, Southwick
222 Upper Shorehon Hoad, Shorcham
64 Benfield Yoy, Portslade

Hortheourt Hotel, 20 Shelley Rd.
Worthing

B3 Buckingham Road, Shorehan

15 Oxford Road, Worthing

135 Groemways Crescent, Shorehan
56 Cresgeent Road, Burgoess Hill
%0 Havelock Road, Brighton 6

Westminster Boank House, Market
Square, Petworth

Hazelhurst Form, Wisborough Green,
Billingshurst

i2 Asheroft Close, Shorehan
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Miss W. M, Woodroffe {7 Bailsham Road, Worthing

Kr N. W, 3. Yonge Honefields Farm, Bull's Lane,
Cowfold
TOTLL MEMBERSHIP 1970, = 163
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GENERAL INFORMATION

The Shorcham Ornithologieal Society is affiliated to

or is & nmenber of the following bodies:-

Roycol Society for the Protection of Birds, and

British Trust for Ornithology.

The membership foe is ten shillings o year, inclusive
of 2 ecopy of the Annusl Report. Junior nmembors must be over
thirteen and undor cighteen yeors of age, The foe for these

iz five shillings a year, also inclusive ef the Report,.

Extra copics of the Annunl Report may be obtainod froo the
Secrotory ot 20p each.
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SHOREHAM SANCTUARY

FOOTPATH Flon
M Hie

K
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Access to the Sanctuary is only through
the gate on the Beeding Road, or steeply
down from Mill Hill. There is NO access

by the Waterworks Road.

Note: The new Adur Bridge and its
approaches are omitted from this map
for the sake of clarity.
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