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EDITORTAL NOTES

The continuing succeas of this small Sceiety has been very
largely due to its beiug soc excellently and enthusiastically served
by its officers, and it was with something spproaching dismay that
members learned last year that the Editor and the Recorder felt
obliged to relingquish their posts, which they had held almost from
the formation of the Society. Fortunately, Mr. Tom Palmer was at
hand to take over from Mr, Twort, and this vital job is still in
capable hands., The Editorship, however, in default of a more
suitable volunteer, has fallen into less skilled and less local
hands, and an apology is offered in advance for the inevitable
shorteomings.

One immediate result ie the disappearance of the report on
Sea~watching, which Mr. Severs, from his vantage point on Shoreham
Beach, was able to make an almost daily practice, supplemented by




some intensive watching by some of the younger menbers, whose
studies have now curtailed their activities in this field.
This is therefore, perhaps, an appropriaste place to appeal for
anyone resident in Shoreham and able to do some regulsr sea—
wetehing, t0 s2nd in their recerds in detail.

The other regular featurea-of the Report follow the pattern
set by Mr. Severs. 1965 has proved toc be one of the gquieter
years, like 1964, with no very severe weather to bring in the
rarities of 1963. But the present winter has brought 2 Waxwing
invasion, and as Shorehan had ita small but well-observed share
of these attractive birds, a2 special article was felt to be
appropriate.

Hr, Marr's notes on Selsey Bill are regretfully the last
regular report from that area, which has suffered so sadly froo
the encroachments of the speculative builder, but he has kindly
contributed an account of his travels abroad in 1965 in search
of birda.

Mr. Eric Goddard hes given us his report on the Devil's
Dyke area, where fire in the early part of the year reduced the
available nesting sites, and has reminded us, in another article,
what pleasures can be had from the more familiar garden birds
as individuals,

The programme of indoor meetingo woe, as always, well
attended, and nuch enjoyed, and the membership is indebted to
the joint Secretaries for shouldering the by no means light
task of arranging ard notifying both these and the field
putinga, brief reports of which are ineluded.

The Ringing Report shows that 269 birds were ringed during
the year, wvirtually sll by David Stone and Michsel Goddard, whose
work at the Sanctusry, slthough reduced by the demands of thelr
studies, paintains the more scientific side of the Society.
Recovery from the 1963 freegze is still not complete - Long-
tailed Tits, for instance, being still not recorded there and
raptors, even the once-common Kestrel, are regretfully scarce.

Attendance at Shorsham Town Hall for the two showings of
the R.3.P,B. filnn, "The Birds of Strathspey" and ". Place for
Birds", were back to the 1963 level, the high quality of thess
filmes ensuring contimuing loecal interest.

The Society showed its appreciation of the years of
unviring service given by Mr. Severs and Mr. Twort by the
presentation td them of "Birde of the World" and a {ravelling
clock, respectively., ind the gift of an electrie fire was also
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pade to Mr, and Mrs. Weatherhead, our good friends from the Mill
Hill Pumping Station, on thelr retirement, in recognition of
their unfailing kindness to the Society.

We are once more indebted to the willing volunteers who have
helped in the duplication and distribution of notieces, in serving
tes and biscuits at the indoor meetings, and in stewarding the
Town Hall film show.

Menbership showed an increase of eicht, bringing the total at

the end of 1965 to 163.
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SANCTUARY REPORT FOR 1965

The nurber of visits made to the Sanctuary durdng 1965 was
down on previcus years owing to educational comndtments on my
behnlf during the first half of the year. Conseguently the copae
wes visited on a total of only 60 days. Hevertheless a fairly
extensive picture can be made of the Sanctuary's bird populaticon
and novementa. Ho new species were added to the list which now
gtonds at 113,

The fellewing is a chronologieal report based on the daily
recordings frou the log kept in the Sanctusry hut:-

Jan, and Feb, The only duck present were four Mallard at the
beginning of Jan, ond 10 Teal on Feb. 6th. A Heron wae present

in the dykes nost days throughout Jan., and Feb, and six Snipe,
inecreasing Yo 10 on Feb. 6th., frequented the rough pasture. The
Water Rail was notable for its absenece this year but el5 Redshank
stayed for a couple of days at the beginning of Jan., A Chiffchaff
was seen on Jan., lst and 24th,, nnd one was trapped on Feb. 6th.
Other notable records during the period were Golderests at the
beginning of Jan., & fangfisher on Feb. 6th and about 2000 Starling
pre-roceting on Feb. 10th. Finches nunbers were normel for the
tine of yeor, MNo Keatrels were noted.

Spring Two Partridge, a pair of Mallard and a Pheasant were
present throughout the Spring. A Kestrel was seen on April 3rd,
16th =nd 25th and on May 15th, Two Wheatears arrived on April
3rd. The first Willow Warbler was noted on April 10th. The
munbers of Phylloscopus sp. remained low throughout Spring. Spring
arrivals wore generally late, with a Sedge Warbler on April 22nd
and the rest of the migrants not until the beginning of May.
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On May 5th therc was en influx of migrants, including a Night-
ingnle, two Reed Warblers, two Sedgs Warblers, s Blaockeap, two
Whitethroats, a Lesser Whitethroat, o5 Chiff/Willows, and
severel Hirundines.

Breeding Sensor. A Meddow Pipit's nest, found on May 5th with §
egses which hod ell hotched by the 12th, was discovered crushed
on the 15th, presunably by the cows. Other Meadow Pipits
probably nested in the field together with Skylarkas, but no
other nests were found, The usual Blackbirds, Song Thrushes,
Innocks and probably two pairs of Hobina nested. At lesat one
peir of Wrens nested, and several young Moorhens were seen in
the dykes in late June. Two pairs of Reed Warblers again
nﬁﬂﬁed-

dutumn  duturn waz generally a quiet month for the nigranta
with only snall nucbers passing through the Sanctuary. July
was notable for the two juvenlle Tree Creepera, trapped on the
13th and three Curlew on the 16th which flew in froo the Downe.
Mlso present in July wns a Keatrel on the 9th and a Turtle Dove,
which was in the Vicinlty for nost of the wonth, lugust was
extrensly quliet and it waos not until the end of the nonth that
a anall inerease in the nigrants occurred. On August 30th
there wes & maximun of el2 Chiff/Willows, 3 Reed Werblers,

a Gedge Warbler, two Blackeap, & Whitethroat, two Lesser
Whitethroat and two Yellow Wngtodls. One Curlew was nlso
noted on the 30th.

The nigration continued on into the bteglnming of Sapt,.,
and on the 2nd a fenale Redstart wis, trapped. October saw the
return of {two Fheaennta on the 19th and an inerense in the
nunbers of finches, Corn Buntings and Starlings with =2
pnozxdmin of 200 Starlings and ¢T0 Corn Buntings on the 19th,
Hov. and Doc, Five Partridges crrived towards the end of
Noverber and on the 28th ¢2% Redshanks were mixed with the
Lopwings on the marsh, Also during Hovember the mumber of
House Sparrowa increased {6 ¢200 by the 28th.

i Golderest visited the Sanctuary for a short time at the
beginning of Decenmber, the FPartridges incrensed to seven on
the 4th and the Fheasants left us scon after the lst, A few
Redshankn still visited the nersh and on the 1st two Kestrela
flew over, travelling west. The cbsoence of any prolonged ecold
weather kept the nunber of finches dowm, and there were no
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Snipe present except during a short cold snap on the 28th when 15
were present. M.J.5.C.
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RINGING REPORT for 1965

The totzl ringed, 469, of which sll were trapped as adults
except for three nestlings, and comprising 33 species in all,
reflects the loack of ringing activity in the Soclety in comparison
with other years.

Lack of tine on ny own part, and, for the other ringers, the
denands of studies and pending examinations, explain these low
figurea. Perhaps we shall hove better results in 1966,

The birds were ringed by Michnel Goddard, 199; David Stone,
269; nond I seeounted for the extra one,

The recoveries were alsg down. They were all ringed et Shorchan
unless otherwise stated,

RINGING TOTAL FOR 1965

Bird Totnl Bird Total
Great Tit 10 Gt. Spotted Woodpeclker 1
Blue Tit 36 Wren 2
Song Thrush 46 Reed Bunting &
Starling 24 Yellow Bunting 3
Robin 12 Missel Thrush b
Greenfinch 1 Goldfinch 9
Chaffinch 39 Bullfinch 10
Blockbird 124 Golderest 1
Dunnock 8 Chiffchaff 13
House Sparrow 1 Willow Warbler T
Tree Creerer 3 Blackeap 11
Iinnet 2 Redwing 3
Whitethroat 1 Garden Warbler 2
Sedge Warbler 4 Redstart 3
Reed Warbler 1 Wood Figeon 1
Leagser Whitethroat 4 Mute BSwen 23
Swallow 3
TOTAL: 469
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RECOVERIES
Foreign Recoveries

Starl ¢+ Maull-grown, ringed 5.1,6%5,., Killed Brasrelde
(E.Flanders) by a birdeatcher, DS,
Goldfinch : Juv., ringed 1,8,63. Killed Sestor (Visecaya)
Spain 27.4.64 — reported 1965. D.S.
Chiffohaff ¢ Full-grown, ringed 8,9,64, Found Zasraug
= (Cuipuzeoa) Spain, 26,10,65. D.S.

Recoveries in the British Isles
Sand Martin @ Juv,., ringed 19.7.61 Washington, Nr.Steyning,
Sussex {culony}. Recovered Prudhoe-on-Tyne,
(colony, 285 miles North) 30.7.64. J.8.

Choffinch : Full-grown nale, ringed 28,12,.64, Found deasd
Crowborough (Sussex) 25 miles N.E, 2,5.65.
M.G.

Mute Swan : Birds ringed by D.3. showed movement only
along the coast between Emsworth, 30 niles W.,
and Rye, 45 miles E.

RHingers'! Initials:

s — J. Stafford

3. =~ Devid Stone

. ~ Michael Goddard
R R KRR HF R

NOTABLE BIRDS OF THE 96

This feature is based on records sent in by the following
observers: Miss C,M. Biggs, Mrs. 0,M. Chapman, Mras. M. Gillett,
Miss C.P.5. Griffiths, Miss E.E. Menzies, Mrs. J.B. Spith,
Messra. A,W.3. Burstow, F.J. Forbes, B,F, Forbes, R,E. Goddard,
M.J. Goddard, C,i. Grigg, C.F, Helyer, F. Severs, J.M. Twort,
P.3. Wilmshurst, T. Palmer, J. Burastow, B, Metcalfs, G..i. Sutton,
and Dr, J, Stafford.

Abbreviations: — m. - male; f, — fennle; imm. - immature;
Br, - Brooklands; C,C. — Cuckoo's Corner; C,W., — Cement Works;
F,i. = Flood Arch; F,B., — Foot Bridge; R.B, — Reilway Bridge;
R.I'. - Rubbish Dump; S.H. - Southwick Hill; 3,P. - Sussex Pnd;
T,B. ~ Toll Bridge; W.W. — Wide Water.
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Red Throated Diver: Two off-shore, Shoreham, Feb. 6th - 18th.
One off-shore, Worthing, April 1lth.

Diver Species: 36 flew E. off Widewater, Marech 6th. Two off-
shore, Worthing, May lst.

Slavorian Grebe: Ume in Harbour, Jan, 5th,
Great Crested Grebe: Up to four off-shore during Feb., & March.

Iittle Grebe: Ones and twos reported from Sept. to Dee, Still
far from being back to normsl numbers after the severe winter of

1962/3.
Gannet: One flying W, off W.W., July 18th.

Mallard: 21 off-shore W.W., March 3rd., Six Sanctuary, Peb. Tth.
Up 4o 15 Br. Lagocon in winter.

Teal: 15 Br. Lagoon, Jan. 21st, Ten Szanotuary, Feb. 4th. 23 Br.
Lagoon, Feb., 25th. 8ix C.C., Feb, 2nd. 45 fAdrfield, Dec. 16th.

Wigeon: 16 Airfield, Jan. 3rd. Nine off-shore, W.W., Jon. 6th.
Nine flying E., W.W., Dec. 8th.

Shoveler: Up to five Br. Lagoon, Jan, 28 W.W., Jan. 6th.
Four off-shore W.W., May lst.

Tufted Duck: Two Br. Lagoon, Jan, to March. Cne Br. Lagoon,
Nov. = Dee,

Pochard: Two Br. Lagoon, March 6th.
Long-tniled Duck: One f. or imm., Hove Lagoon, Nov. T7th - 27th.

Comuon Scoter: 16 off-shore Shoreham, Jan. 6th. 15 off-shore
Shoreham, Dee. 2nd., 60 flying E, off-shore W.,W. April 15th.
45 off-shore Br., Dee. Bth.

Eider: One f., off-shore Laneing, Dec. 13th.

Red-breasted Mergonser: Three off-shore Lencing, Feb. 24th.
Two off-shore W.W., March 6th.

Shelduck: Two Adirfield, Jan., lat. Two W.W., Jan. 13th,
Seven Br. Lagoon, Feb. 22nd. Two off-shore lLancing, Aug. l4th.
14 W.W., Nov. 3rxd.

Brent Goose: Eleven off-shore Shoreham, flying E., Dec. 8%th.
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Hen Harrier: One Steyning Round Hill, Fov, l4th.

Montagu's Harrier: One Steyning Round Hill, May 29th.
Qne Cissbury, July 5th.

Hobby: One 5.E., Sept. 26th.

Kestrel: Single birds reported throughout the year from S.H.
to Br. Cne pair Sanctuary, Aug. 30th. Sce special article for
Eestrels at Lancing.

uail: Birds reported calling from June 27th. %o Aug, 3lst.
from Patcham in the BEast to Beeding Hill in the West, Far
more reported than usual, especially from Mill Hill, Shorehan.

Moter Rail: One Br,, Jan, 2lst. One Adrfield, Dec. 12th.
Coot: Five F,B., Jan. 6th. Nine Br, Lsgoon in Jan. and Feb.

Oyster Cntcher: Up to ten off-shore W.W, throughout the yesr,
One juvenile FP,B. in Aug,

Lapying: 500 Adirfield, Dec., 16th,
Ringed Plover: 70 Adur, Feb. 28th. 35 Br. on beach, Nov. 24th.

Snipe: Up to 14 Sanctuary, Jan., & Feb. Four near Lancing
College during Jan. Six Br, Marsh, in Jan., and €0 on
March 21. ©Six Sanctuary, Oect. 25., and two on Nov., 4th.

Jagk Snipe: One Br, Marsh, Morech 6th.

Curlew: Three flying E. off-shore W.W., March 8th., and three
on May lst. Three Sanctuary Field, Jume 16th,, and up to four
in September. One flying N.W. over Corey Hill, Westdene,

dug, 29th,

Whimbrel: Two flying W, off-shore W.W., April 17th., and
three flying E,, May lst. Four T,B,, May 10th., and one on
dug. 22nd, Five flying W, off-shore W,W. Aug. 3lat. One Pl
Sept. 3rd.

Block—tailed Godwit: 14 flying W., Hove, Aug. 20%th., Two TaBay
g, 29th,

Bar-tailed Godwit: 92 counted in 1% hours flying E., Hove, and
55 counted at W.W,, May lst, Four flying W. Wide Water,
July 30th.
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Copmon Sandpiper: Six F.A,, July 19th. One W,W,, July 30th.
UP tl!j fﬂ"LJ-I' f:.ﬂ.iﬂ‘, ;1-113- Uﬂa F'A-’ Saptl 51;]1-

Redshank: Four pairs near C.W,, April 10th, Twelve Sanctuary
Doe. Tth, 50 on Mrfield, Dec. 10th.

Spottou Redshank: One F.A., Jan. lst. to March 3rd. One F.l.,
bug, 3rd.

Greenshank: Two stdur. Sept. 9th.

Little Stint: One Toll Bridge, Sept. 9th.

Tunlin: About 400 Adur, Jan, 6th., ond about 600 on Feb, 28th,
Maximam of 80 in Dee.

Sonderling: Two flying West, W,W., April 17th. Three in pertial
surmer plunage, T,B., Aug. 9th. 50 flying E. off-shore, Br.,
Nov. 6&th.

Knot: One or 4wo, Adur, Jan, 4th, to March 5th, One W.W.,
Mareh 6th.

Stone Curlew: One pair Downs area, May 25th, A farner reported
having seen o number on severnl occasions in spring on the Downs
north of Shoreham.

Fuff: Two fi., ome f. near Lancing College, Feb, 2nd. One T.BE.,
Mnreh 5th. One Br. Lagoon, Jon. 3rd. to Morch 6th.

Skue species: One flying E, off-shore W.W., Aug. 14th. One
chaging a Heorring Gull off-shore, Hove, Mareh 30th.

Losser Blngk=bncked Gull: One Adur, Jon. & Feb,., 25 on dug. 8th.,
end six in auturm. One F,B. Dec,

Little Gull: One irm, off-shore, Southwick, Sept. 25th.

Black Tern: One flying W, off-shore W.W., Sept. 5th., and one on
dept. 1llth.

Comnon/Aretic Tern: Constent flow E. from April 15th to May 2nd.,
particularly on the last date, One Southwick Locks, Sept. 9th.
3ix off-shore, Sept. 1l4th.

Little Tern: One flying E. off-shore W.W., May lst, Eight fiying
We off-shore W.W., July 30th.




Sondwich Tern: Three flying E. off-shore Hove, March Flst.
Ons flying E, off-shore W,W., April 15th., and 20 on May 1lst.
Constant flow E. there on May 2nd. One Shorehanm Harbour,
Jept. 4th,

Rnzorbill: Oue on sea, W.W., Feb, 6th.
Guillemot: One W,W., Nov. 28th.

Tuctle Dove: One Devil's Dyke, April 30th. Gne to two Wes*dene,
May 10th. to June 27th, Three 5.H., Sept. 2lat. One Hove,
Cets 1lat, In Sanetuary throughout June & July,

Lollared Dove: Up to three, incl, one imn., at Steyning.
Several wintered there. One pair in a Hove garden in May
were still there at the end of the year, Twelve, Steyning,
Dee, 12th. .

Cuckoo: One seen Devil's Dyke, April 14th., and two on May Gth.
Une Westdene, May 18th & 19th,

Barn Owl: Heard calling often in Southwick.
Iittle Owl: One calling Southwick Green, Oct. 24th,

Towny Ouwl: One Southwick, March 1B8th. — 24th. One Beeding,
Jung 20th. Heard calling often in Southwick,

Swift: Seen Steyning, May 2nd., Westdsne May 6th., Devil's
Dyke, May 10%h.

Kingfisher: One F.A., Jan. 12th. One Sanctuary, Feb. 6th.
Cne Airfield, July 18th. OUne Sanectunry, Nov, lat,

Greet Spotted Woodpecker: Onme drumming on telegraph-pole,
Westdene, March 28th, - April 2lat. One Wiston Pond,
Sept. 12th.

Swallow: Two at Wiston, March 30th, One Shoreham, April 1Sth.

House Martin: No apring records. One Hove, Cot. 20th. Two
Shoreham, Dec. 1lth., - a very late date,

Willow Tit: Nest with eges, Westdene, May 6th.
Huthatch: One Wiston Pond, April 8th.

Tree Crecper: One Wiston Pond, Sept, 12th, At least one Coney
Hill, Westdene, Det. — Nov.
10.




Wren: BSeveral polrs resident Weatdene.

Fieldfare: Nine Airfield, March 5th., one Br,, March 6th.,
ond 12 on Dec, 1lth. Up To three Westdene, Oct. THh to Dec. lat.

Redwing: Small nunbers reported Jan, = March included 10 Airfield
March 5th., and up to 15 Southwick Green in Feb, Autum records
included 30-40 Westdene, Nov, 3rd., 20 there on Nov, l4th., and
10 Adirfield, Dec., lst. Up to B Saneotuary, Dee,

Ring Ousel: Ore or two Hove, from Octs lat — 17th. Two Dovil's
Dyke, Cet. 5th., and cone on Oct. 17th.

Wheateaxr: Four W,W,, March 23rd., and one singing there March 26th.
Threc Sanctuary, April 3rd. Up to ten S.H,, Aug, 13th. - Sept. 29th,

Stonechat: One peir S,H., Sept. 19th — Oect, 6th. One W.W., March 6th.

Whinchat: One Devil's Dyke May 1lth. - the only spring rocord.
One R.D, Shorsham, Scpt. 12th. Up to nine S.H., Sept. 20th. -
Oet. 3rd. Up to 10 Mill Hill, Shorecham, in Aug. Six Br., Scpt. 1lth.

Common Redstort: One March 23rd. Shoreham Beach. One Coombes,
May 2nd., and fenily party of four there Sept. Tth. — 13th. Up teo
three 8.H., dept., 19th - 27th. One Hove Aug. 16th. - Sept. 15th.
Cne f. Weatdena, Sept. 27th.

Black Redstart: One f. W,W., Mnrch 22nd. One f. Southwick,
Mereh 30th.

Nightinezle: One Sanctuary, singing, Moy Gth. — 30th., Two Hove
May 11th, and one there May 26th.

Gresshovvor Warbler: One Devil's Dyke, April lst,

Rocd Warbler: One singing Sanctuary, May 6th, Ten C.C., July lst.
Six Airfield, July Tth. Six S,P., July 6th. — 26th, Ten Lancing,
Aug. Bth,

Sedge Warbler: One §,P., Aprdl 21st, B8ix Airfield, April 22nd.
TWCII Singing ﬂ.ﬂ., A‘L’lg. ath.

Blackeap: One Erringham Shaw, April 25th. One Sanctuary, May 14th,
One R.D., Sept. 12th. One pair Westdene, Oct. 12%h.

Garden Warbler: One Westdenc, May 6th. Cne Shoreham, May Tth.
Two Sanctuary, May 12th, One Laneing, May 15th,
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Common Whitethront: One Hove, May 3rd. Four Airfield,
Sept. 18th., Ope S,H. Sept. 29th,

Logser Whitethroat: One Hove, May 2nd. Two lancing, May Sth.
One Westdene, May 6th. One S.H., Sept. 20th. One Westdene,
Oct. Tth.

Willow Warbler: Two Hove, April 3rd. One Sonctuary, April Tih.
One singing Erringhan Shaw, Sept. 23rd.

Lhiffchaff: One Sonetuary, Jan. 1st & 9th. One ringed Sanctuary
Feb, 6th, One Wiston, Mrreh 22nd. One Sanctuary, March 24th.

One Hove, lMurch 28th. Two S.H., and two Sanctuary, Sept. 19th.
Birds singing on Coney Hill, Westdene, up to Oect. 14th,

¥Wood Warbler: One singing Westdene, May 6th. - 16th, One
Erringhem Shaw, Moy 12th. One Hove, May 10th, and 26th,

Goldereat: One Westdene, Oct. 17th., and one Dee, lat. Six
Devil's Dyke, Oct. 31st.

Firecrost: One Mill Fill, Shoreham, Mrreh 5th.

Spotted Flyeotcher: One Hove, dpril 12th, Onc C.C., July 1st.
Twe Senetuary, Sept. 4th, One or two S.H., 19th, - 27th Sept,
4% lenst six Westdene, Sept. 12th., and on2 on Sept, 26th,

Pied Flycatcher: One Coombes, May 10th. One Mile Oak,

dug, 17th. and dug, 25th. Cne East Hill Park, Portslade,

Sept., 11th, and 15th. One S.H., Scpt. 17th. One Hove, Sept. 2lst
and 22nd. One there Oct. 4th.

Rocle Pipit: Up to soven near Houseboats, Feb. & Mareh, Two
Wolfs, Nov. 24th.

Weter Pipit: A bird showing characteristics of this roce, W.W.,
April Bth,

Groy Wogtail: One Br,, Jan. 3rd, One Sanctuary, Feb. 22nd,
OUne Sanctunry, July 15th,

Yellow Wngtail: One Bramber, April 20th, Two Sanctuary,
June 15th., Six C.C., July lst. One Sanctuary, Sept. 12+h,
One 3.H., Sept. 2lst - 22nd. One Erringhan Shaw, Sept. 25rd.
At least two suecessful nests at Coonbes,

Bluc-headed Wogtail: One m. Branber, May Tth.
12,




Waswing: TUp to six near T.B., Nov. 26th. - Deo, 12th. {aaa special
articlaj

Stor : A flock estimated ot nore than 10,000 flew West at a
height of 75 feet at Lanoing, Hov. 8th. It tock 3+ minutes to pass.

Sipldr: Two Wiston, March 22nd,

Twite: Three Adrfield, Jan, lst, Eleven F,B., March 3rd. Eleven
W.¥., March 3rd., six there on March 6th., snd 17 on March &th.

Redppll: One f. Wiston Pound, March 6th,

Brunbling: Two R.D., Jon, 28th. One Worthing garden, March 4th.
(ne n. Br., Mrrch 6th. One m, Mill Hill, March 6th. One Steyning
gorden, March 6th. Twelve Southwick Harbour, March Tth.

Corn Bunting: Twelve 5.H., Sept. 22nd. -~ 29th, At lecst 50
Sanctuary, Oct. 25th.

Cirl Bunting: Birds reported at Steyning and Westdens throughout
the year.

Snow Bunting: One 5.P.,, Dec. 19th,

Tree Sparrow: Ten Westdene, Jen. 3rd., cne on Mirch 5th., and up
to six there between Oct. 14th. and Dec. lst. 7P
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BIRDS AROUND SHOREEAM 1965

The past year has been normal for birds in and around Shorcham.
Sone specics have not yet recovered from the cold winter of '62 163,
notzably Little Grebe and Cormorant. Why two such hardy birds
should take so long to recover is a mystery but it is undoubtedly so.

Bird wantchers in Snoreham nre very lucky in having sen, marsh,
river end downlond all on their doorstep, with the great advnntage
of wvaried habitat encouraging many species of birds. The Channel
migrations sre full of interest for those with good eyesight. In
apring, up—channel, the flight ias fast aond purposeful as if on
pressing business.

In outurm, down-chamnel it is much more lelsurely, even
apparently hesitant, with little parties sometimes staying for a
few days. Waders may even hong about fur 2 or 3 weeks,

The nigration of posserdines also follows this pattern. Fast
in aspring, leisurely in autuwm. Scme, of course, stay in our ares
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to breed, although there is mot enough woodland or serub for scne
apecies, Cuckoos were only reported twice, for instance. It is
duite noticeable that certain birds can be met with at

Erringhan Shaw. Wood Warblers are a case in point, which are not
often reported slsewhers,

The Downs often provide plenty of ndgrants. There seens to
be an eautward movement in sutumn of such birds as Redstarts,
Whirchats, Wheatears, Swallows, Sand and House Martins, Compon
and Lesaer Whitethroats, Pied and Spotted Flycatshers and even
Tellow Wagtails.

A flock of 60 Goldfinches which hung arcund for several days
anply repaid the effort of the eclimb.

It is well to go out early in the morning., The pony riders
and dog walkera will be there soon after 9 a.m, and both tend to
drive the birds to cover. The wire fences are well worth leoking
over, 4 field of kale provides food and shelter for many snall
birds, and the fences around it may often be used ns perching
placesa. Borley fislds may hold Qunil.

The river and the marsh are & never—ending source of interest.
Mmnoat nll the narsh is private land used for farming and in
general inancceasible to the publie. This very fact, however,
providea a place of reat and safety for the birds, and flocks
of Gulls, Waders and Ihick can be very large.

In spite of increased building and the spread of industrial
development, which is inevitable, it is pleasing to kmow that
three kinds of Owl etill haunt Southwick, that Curlew, Whinmbrel
and Greenshank cnn still be seen on the mudflats, that Snipe,
Roedshank, Yellow Wagtall, Sedge Warbler and Reed Warbler still
nast in the Valley, that Stone Curlew and Harriers are still to
be seen on the Downa and thaot Blackbirds will socon be singing

mj.ﬂ. .2,
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UNUSUAL OCCURREHNCES

A Demoiselle Crane seen on Mill Hill, a Sarus Crane near
the Cenent Works and perhaps the some bird seen over Worthing
and Lancing of which we received on excellent deascription from
F.J.F, were obvicusly escapes, but a large white bird with =
flottened bill seen oonentarily by P.S.W. over the Loecks nt
Southwick sounds more like a Spoonbill than anything elss.
Unfortunately he feels unable to be certain, as he didn't notice
the long legs. 14




Reports like these, where identification is perhaps a little
uncertain, are nlways worth sending in, They may fit in with
another set of observations.

In all eases make notes of what you see.

We have alsc had 4 reports of unidentified raptors flying
averhend, T.P,

W N W R R N E N R

WAXWINGS AT SHOREHAM

About onee in ten years - or less frequently - and due %o
gither an unusunl shortage of food Iin its Scandinavian or Rusaian
breeding grounds, or to an abnormally successful breeding sesson,
Britain sees an 'invasion' of Wexwings, and it wos with pleasant
anticipation that one learned, in late October, that 1965/6
pronised to be one of those winters,

Reports of sightings have been falrly numerous in England in
lnte November and December, but it was on 26th. November that
Mr. 4L.W.S. Burstow reported seeing two nenr the Shorsham Toll
Bridge. This news wos soon reiayed over the efficient and kindly
'grape vine', and on the Sunday watchers heavily outrunbered the
five birds that were by then on wview.

Thesa most obliging birde were nmoving about o conveniently
snall area of the northern edge of the Adrfield, between Toll
Bridge and 'Sussex Pad'!, spending longz periods preening in a spall
leafless tree, and occasionally foraging for haws ond other berries
in the hedge adjoining the busy wmain road.

In good light, their prominent pointed crest, basieally
pinkish-brown eclouring with white and yellow markings on black
rrinaries, pale grey rump, yellow—edged tail, and fierce black eye
stripe and bib made thea strildng birds wnich were every bit as
handsone as the hondbooks pieture.

One of the five was a full adult male, with a bolder yellow
tail-edge, complete V-shaped parkings on the primaries, cnd nore
prominent erinson waxy tips to the secondaries. These were well
seen at the 20 feet range down to which the birds allowed viewing,
ns were nlso the deep chestnut under-coverts, extending to the
edge of the upper coverts, and the chestnut forchead. In flight,
the pale grey rump was conspicuous, eveu at a distance, and an
upward glide to perch was well seen, And the pleasant, soft trill
which eppeared tc ennounce an intention to fly conpleted a nmost
satisfylng hour of perfeet bird-watching.
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Reference to the 'Field Guide' set one pondering on the
variety of nanes of this agreeable visitor., The Dutch ezll
it the Plague Bird, the French Tree-Chatterer, the Germans
and Swoedes the 5illk-Tail, Gilbert White refers to it as the
Gernon Silk-Tail, and this is echoed both in Welsh and in the
Latin generic nane, The fine silky plunage is an obvicus
enough reasscn for thias, but the specifie '"Garrulus' seens a
little hard on what in this country, at leasi, appears a
relatively silent bird., Iecidentally, Temuminck labelled it
'Boobyeivora'!, inplying 'silk-woro eater'; a none only
conceivably applicable to the Japanese Wexwing, a separate
species.

The Victorians, who attenpted to eege all kinds of
birds, found then silent and Aull in ecaptivity, but both
Seebohn and Lord Lilford commented on their vornciocus appetite.
lind at least two watchers of the Shorehan birds were iopressed
with their great capacity for converting haws into guano!

The last record of the 1965 visitors was a single bird
seen on Dec, 12th., and their naxirmun nucber appears to have
baen six. The only previcus records for Shorehan are to be
found in Enox's 'Ornithologicel Ranbles in Sussex', in which,
writing in 1849, he saya, "A Chatterer was kdlled near
shorehan by a person of the nane of Dyer a few years sinca,
There ia also a specinen in the Chichester Museun which was
shot in thet neighbourhooa®. TP, & CuF,H.
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES OF MIGRANTS 1965

The following table has been conplled fron notes sent in
by these observers.
Mrs. Chapnon, Miss Mengies, Mra. J.B. Soith.
Messrs A.W.S. Burstow, B.,F. Forbes, R.E. Goddard, M.J, Goddard,
C.A. Grigg, C.F. Helyer, P. Severs, J,M, Twort, T. Palner,

Speciea First date & Locality Laast date & Locmlity
Whinbrel 17th Apr. W.W. Jrd Sept. F.A.

Bar Tailed Godwit lsat May Y. ¥W. 30th July WaW.
Coonon Sandpiper 5th Sept. F.A.
Eonnfﬁrc Tern 15th Apr. Wi l4th Sept. Shorehan.
Iittle Tern lst May W.W. 30th July W.¥.
Sandwich Tern 15th Apw. W.W, 4th Bept.Shorechan Harb,
Turtle Dove 30th Apr,.Devil's Dyke 1st Oct. Hove
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Species First date & Locality Leat dote & Locality

Cuckoo 14th April Devils' Dyke

Swift Znd May Steyning

Swallow 30th March Wiston

House Martin 11th Dee.Shorehan(2)

Wheatear 23rd March W.W. 29th Sept.othwek.Hill

Whinchat 11th May Devils' Dyke 3rd Oct. " "

Counion Redstart 28th March Shorehan Beach 27th Sept, * "

Nightingale Cth Moy Sanctuary

Reed Werbler 6th May m 8th fug, Lancing

Sedge Warbler 21st Apr. SaLe Bth Aug. C.C.

Blackesp 25th Apr.Brringhan Shaw 12%h Oct.Westdene

Garden Warbler 6th May Westdene

Common Whitethroat 3rd May Hove 29th Sept.Sthwek.Hi1l1

Leaser Whitethroat 5th May Laneing Tth Oet. Westdene

Willow Warbler Frd Apr. Hove 23rd Sept.Erringhan
Shaw.

Chiffohaff 1st Jan. Sanet, 14th Oct, Westdene.

(Wintering Bird)

Bpotted Flycatcher 12th April Hove 27th Sept.Sthwek,Hill

Pled Flyeotcher 10th May Cooobes 4th Oet, Hove.

Yellow Wegtnil 20th Apr. Broober 23rd Sept.Erringhan Shaw.
TePa

Note: Avbreviations sre as used in the artiele "Notable Birds of

the Area,"
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GIRDEN BIRDS FOR 1965

These notes have been compiled fronm members' records.
The following have contributed:~ Mrs. 0.M, Chapman, Mrs. M. Gillett,
Miss E.E. Menzies, Mrs. M, Ray, Mrs, J.B. Soith,
Mesars B.F. Forbes, C.L. Grigg, C.F. Helyer, B. Meotecalfe,
P.3, Wilnshurst,
Garden at Shorehan (P.8.W.)
Two btroods of Swallowe reared in Cyoele Shed for second year
running.
Garden et Hove (M.G.)
2 Collared Doves, 1Bth April to the end of the yeer.
Gorden 2t Worthing EE.E.}‘L
2 Redwings and a Branbling feeding on birdseed, currants ete.
on the 4th March.
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Garden st Steyning (B.M.)
Branbling March 6th. Lesser Whitcethroat in Septenber.

Garden &% Steyning (C.4.8.)
Hesting birds include the following: Great Tit, Blue Tift,
Greenfinch, Theffinch, Swalluw, Goldfinch, Mistte Thrush,
Song. rThrush, Blackbird, Staerling, House Sparrow, Dunnock,
Linnet; and a peir of Collared Doves in April were seen with
1 young on lat May,
gggden at Worthing %B.F.F.}
2 Comnon Whitethroats 6th May.
Garden at Shorehan Beach (J.B.S.)
" Cormon Redatart, 28th March.
Garden at Coombes (per C.A.G.)
Farily party of 4 Redatartas for about s week,
2 Broods of Yellow Wegtails were successfully hatched and
were to be seen feeding on the lawn for socoe tine,
(This must hove been a delightful experience, - T.P.)
Garden at Hove (0.M.C.)
Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Hobin, Wren,
Meadow Fipit, Dunnock, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Swallow,
House Martin, Comnon Whitethroat; Willow Warbler, Garden
Warbler,
Garden ot Mill Hill, Shorehan (M,R.)
Greern Woodpecker, Redwing, Firecrest, Meadow Pipit, Wren
(after two years! Ebaennas Bullfinch, Braubling (I.M,)
Garden at Westdens Brighton (C.F.H.)
Redstart (f), Willow Warbler, Corrion Whitethront,
Tree Sparrow, 0.F,

R E KK R F oE R
KESTRELS AT LANCING

Very early in spring application for perodssion to
gontinue the 1964 routine was cordially granted.

i vieit to the nest site showed that soneone hnad elinbed
the tree, pulled awsy much of the bark thaot had sheltered
nest and birds and ruined the chance of Kestrels returning.
Ho adult birds were seen in the loecality for a nonth. Then
e pair were seen on the Downs to the west.

Ovservationa during the sumner located the nest,
inacecesslble fortunately, and at least one juvenile was seen

flying.
18, R.F.
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THE L'S DYTE AREA 196

During the sarly part of 1965, fortunately before the nesting
season, a large ares of bushes waa burnt and as the season
progressed 1t becane clesr that all the bushes in this area were
guite dead.

The first swmer visitor to appear was a Chiffchaff on
30th March, followed by a Willow Warbler on 9th April and a second
Chaffehaff on 10th April, On 14+h April there was a heavy fall of
Willow Worblers and the earliest Cuckoo recorded in the area. Cola
North Westerly winds then kapt everything gquiet until 23rd Aprdil
when ancther Cuckoo and Chiffchaff appeared, The real influx of
"firste" arrived on J30th April with a W.E. wind of foree 1 which
produced 1 Wheatear, 1 Swallow, 1 Turtle Dove, 1 Cuckoo, 3 Willow
Warblers and 1 Grasshopper Warbler. FPosaibly due to the
of the area of bushes, this was the only Grasshopper Warbler heard
in the Spring, The wind changed to South East that evening and
the following day was the most exciting of +the Spring, but who
could atay away from Selsey in those conditicons?

A change of wind to South West reaching gale foree agnin put
on the brakes, but on 6th Moy, there was a fall of Comnon
Whitethroats and Willow Warblers Accompanied by a Lesser Whitethroat
and 2 Cuckoos. On 10ih Mey 2 Swifts appeared with other migrarts
and on the following day. 1 Whinchat ang 2 Fightingales appeared for
the first tine, A4 Sedge Warbler, a new bird for the area, was
recorded an 12th May, and the firat Spotted Flycatcher the day after,
The fire cost the area at least 1 brecding pair of Nightingales,

In the Autum, the Three Cornered Coppice, Hove, was watched
in the evenings, and although this area does not produce anything
spectacular it is surprising how much is seen there, considering
the number of people who use it, nostly for exercising dogs. During
Septeuber and the first week in October, it rrovided 5 mightings
of Redstarts, 1 Lesser Whitethroat, 1 Common Whitethroat,

2 Whinchats, 3 si htings of Spotted Flycatchers, 3 sightings of
Fied Flyentchers ?;hich turn up every autum), 1 Blackeap, 1 Turtle
Dove on lst October and 8 Ring Ousel, on the same day,

2 Ring Ousels werc seen ut the Devil's Dyks on 5th October
and & beautifully narked bird was feeding on the ground on
17th Cetober.

Regretting the passing of the migration wakches, a few early
mornings were spent at tne Devil's Dyke in October, These provided
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the usual finch movements, & Heron flying N.W., & Redstart
on 24th October and six Golderests on 3lat Oetnber.
Fieldfare numbers built up during October, =nd on

14th November abcut 50 were seen, but very few Redwings

were present,
Again this year, there wos no outstanding bird but it was

a conmpensation almost always to see and hear Willow Tits at
any time of the yeor. These engaging and tame little birds
go noisily about their businesa and are scen anywhere in the

arei. R.E.C.
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SELSEY BILL 1965

A1l good things must come to an end - and in 1965 the
spall band of observers who have been deing moat of the
rogular watching at Selsey Bill were forced to cease their
weakend 2nd cececanicnal nidweek otservatioms at the Bill,

They were forced by the never—ceasing pressure of bullding and
holidaymaking ot Selsey, which since watching started in 1959
hns relentlesaly nibbled awey at the extensive areas of open
land on the Bill-tip by the extension of holiday camps and
cornvan sites, and the development of large housing estates.
The depreassing pieture which faced them was of an almost
complete lack of open areas in which to find and wateh birds,
and of a constantly inereasging summer population which made
the Bill-tip ns crowded as Brighton beach, and watching from
May to September almost unbearable; snd sc rather than {iry
and tolerate more of thin, they decidei to move away and
watch in less spoilt areas of Sussex.

watching was meintainsd until the end of the spring,
which ironically proved %o be perhaps the best on record,
for many interesting birds and movements were recorded despite,
for the first time ever, a conplete cbaence of midwesk
goverage in April or May. March produced several Black
Redatarta and more Firecrests than before, although Aprdl was
rather qulet owing to prolonged north—westerly winds ond cold
weather; a Black Guillemot was probably the most unusucl bird
in the month. May started rery well; with a huge up-Chanrel
movement on lst involving 32600 Common/Arctic Terns, el40

Sandwich Terns, no less than %50 Black Terns, a Roseate Tern,
20.




3 Pomarine end 8 Arctiec Skuas, 3 Little Gulls, ard many other
species. A Wryneck on let and 2nd was a new bird for the Bill,
i Serin was watched on 15th at the Bill-tip, several Gull-billed
Terns were reported in the month, s Hooded Crow waas seen on the
very late date of May 30th, & Wood Warbler was another first
record for the Observatory, and a Grest Reed Warbler ocecourred on
6th June near the hut,

In the autumn further cbservations were meintained by other
observers on tost weekends, and several interesting birds recorded,
4 Melecdicus Warbler stayed for three days in September, when the
Bill's first Osprey and Red-backed Shrike were recorded. By then
the 'Selsey Group' had transferred its affecticns to Beachy Head,
where they have had considerable success; the change to an
umspoilt area where one can walk for miles to find one's birda ia
very pleassant, although the sea—watching and viaible migration
are in many ways poorer,

Selsey Bill, however, we are glad to say, is not being
entirely neglected and good records are still ocecurring; long may

they continue to do ao.
B..J:‘I..tE iH-

% % % % X BN H W F

WIITE GULL AT WORTHING

We have received the following report from F.J.F.

"1 Pessible Ivory Gull upon ecnorete wall of a sewage tank
19th January.
Description
Gull was smeller than Blnck-Headed Guil.
Pure white plumage. No marldngs on wings or tail.
Legs end feet black,
Bill: yellow with black tip.
The bird did not swim but crouched upon the wall puffing
out its feathers",
This bird wzs also seen by a non-member, who said in February
that he hed seen it in January,
We would like to hear if any other nmember saw this bird.

SR A O
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BY ROAD, SEA ND AIR...ennee

St e e T T T T SR

1965 has been notable for ne as being & year of travel in
search of birds; by road to Spain in the spring, by sea to Sweden
in the autumn, and finally by air to Ireland et Christmas. These
three foreign trips have been as varied as they have been
exciting, as refreshing as they have been rewarding; and they
have coufirmed oy initial inmpressions of holidays abroad as having
ao much more to offer than tnose in this overcrowded little
island of ours,

One very wet morning in April, a heavily laden Minivan left
59, The Green for Lydd Adrfield; a few hours later it descended
at Le Touguet in France, and by nidnight that night was to be
found 500 miles south-westwards near Bordeaux, where its four
cranped and tired occupants erawled out and erected tents to
snatch 2 few hours' sleep before pressing on into Spaln. As we
headed ever southwards, the weather got warmer snd drier, the
birds more and more exotic and prolific; and by the time our
destinntion of Cadiz was recched, we hond each chalked up a long
list of now species in only a few days.

This was only a foretaste. The next ton days, spent in
Andalueia, the southermost province of Spain, revealed what an
astonishing area this is for birds, considered by many the best
in the whole of Europe. /ryone who has read CGuy Mountfort's
faseinating 'Portrait of a Wilderness' can appreciate this, but
to netunlly go there as we did is an unequalled experience. In
perfect hot sunny weather we drove around and nbout the province;
wotehing Egyption Vultures soaring about Lelow us as we sipped
cocl drinks on the terrace of a eafe; listening to the chattering
eriea of flocks of Lesser Kestrels catching insecta in the warm
evening air over the rooftopas of the towns; seeing Fan—toiled
Werblers circling high over the cornfields, almost invisible
to the naked eye, but easily troced from their loud incessant
'pip-zip-2ip! calls, We saw flocks of Flamingoes heading
northwards up the coast towards the marismas; we had the
astonishing aight of & field of view of our bincculars filled
at one time by a mixed party of three Montogu's Harriers,

%0 Black-winged Stilts, 12 Purple Hercns, 12 Night Herons, and

an egret, all arriving from the sea together; Hoopoes,

Short-toed Larks and Serins were ten o penny; every marsh and

pool seethed with birdlife, fiom Great Reed Warblers to Purple

Herons; every mountain ridge seemed to have its Griffon Vultures
22.




and its eagles; every patch of tress or bushes its Sardinian
Warblers or its Woodchat Shrikes.

All too soon, the time ecame for the 1400-mile return trip,
the Min was loaded up again, and the four suntanned ocoupanta
faced 75 hours of almost continuous driving, broken only by sleep
and oceasional stops for birds. It gradusliy got colder again as
we left Spain, it rained the whole length of France as it had done
on the journey down, and when we reached England we were told that
it had been the worst Baster for many years, with rain, hail,
thunder and even snow. What was more, no-one had seen any birds,
80 we were more than doubly satisfied!

ifter a Spanish spring, I had to endure an English summer
before leaving for Sweden by boat on September 28ta, PFour of us
spent a relaxing two days afloat en route to Malms in scuthern
Sweden, whence a train tock us down the const of the mouth-western
tip of the country to the famous bird-observatory at Falsterbo.
This is renowned for its bird-of-prey migration, which we had come
to see, for nany of the raptors breeding in the far north of
Seandiravis pass over the peninsula on their way scuthwards to
their wintering guarters in south-western Europe; owing to its
geographieal position, they are peculiarly concentrated, and huge
nunbers pags over daily over a narrow front in suburm,

The bird observatory is the most iuxuricus in which I hove
stayed, with comfortable beds, excellent heating, and good cooking
fneilities. The local observers are keen ringers, and were up at
4.30 each morning to ensure that their nets were up by first light.
We monaged to be down at Nabben, the tip of the peninsula, by dnwn
on each of the eleven mornings of our stay, which coincided with
lovely, sunny warm weather for most of the vime. Migration was
heavy on the first three mornings, then there was a lull owing to
foggy and calm conditions for a few days, and the last few days
proved to be the best,

The sight of great flocks of Buzzaras wheeling and circling
overhend is a atirring cne, and we saw as nany as 600 of these in
the air at once, looking like crows or Jackdaws do in this country.
They flew out to sen in steady streams, as many as 1200 leaving
in a norning, and acconpanied by snall numbers of Rough-legged
Buzgards, Ospreys, harriers, and various other birds of prey.
Sparrowhawks were tho second most nunercus raptor, and na many as
75 left in a morning - how different from England, where nowadays
I expect to see only half a dozen in a whole year.

23.




The eeglea were one of our main objectives, and at the end
of our stay we had an eagle a day to keep boredom at bay; a Sea
Engle on Friday, a Spotted Eagle on Saturday, and ¢ Golden Eagle
on Sunday. The Sea Eagle was the most spectacular bird I have
ever seen — encrnous, like a huge flying plank, In addition to
the birds of prey, Black Woodpeckers and Nuternckers were on the
move, Wazwings and Whooper Swans were seen, Great Grey Shrikes
and Red-throcted Pipits, Inland visits rewarded us with over
1000 Bean Geese and a flock of Cranes.

The &nd eane again all toc quickly, and we were soon
oruising westwards ncross the North Sen homewards, our notebooks
filled, films used up, and with many happy nemories of bird-
watehing agnoin at its very best.

And so to Eire st Christmas - five days of winter birding
to round off 1965, a wild goose chase in reality. Five species
including 5000 Greenlend Whitefronts, 100 Brrnacles, 850 pale-
btellied Brents, 5 Pinkfeet, and two small Cnannda Gecse of one
of the American races, probably the one known as the Lesser
Canada which is sobout the size »f o Whitefront. Hen Harriers
and Merlins, Whooper and Bewlek's Swans, o floeck of 2000 Seaup,
650 Black-tailed Godwits, and many other interesting species
brought to an end the best year yet in the thirteen years during
which I have pursued this crazy hobby.

And so0 on tc 1966 — £ month in Turkey is planned for The

puturm, I% could be an intererting TriPecvessvssss
B.A.E.HM,
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RUEE

At the time of writing, this story is fortunately
unfinished. Rube is a xobin, in fact, our robin. His
predecessor wo recognised by a patch of white near his right
wing. He collected food from the window sill and wna friendly
but not intimate. In the autumn of 1964, he did not appear
and in his place there was Rube,

Hube was a young robin aond had all the confidence of
youth., He was fed on the window sill for the winter which he
gurvived and remained in the spring. He found a mate and they
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nested in the garden of our next dvor neighbour. During this time
he became progressively more tame and if one sat on the ground he
would gingerly come acrcss and take a currant from the hand, Thia
wog, however, only the beginning, He quiekly learned to come into
the kitchen and collect currants from the table, from the hand by
picking them gut from between the finger ani thumb by hovaering and
would also toke a currant from the mouth., Normally his ration
was three currants after which he would fly, alweys by the sane
route, over the fence to his nest,

When the young hatched, some meal worms were provided and it
was interesting that at first Rube chose curranta in prefercnce
to neal worms. His wisits were frequent when the young were in
the nest, and he called for attention by singing on a drainpipe
cutside the kitchen window. When the young were fledged he
brought them, or at any rate three of them, o sce us. They would
pick up currants threwn to them but never came to the window sill.

There woe another robin from our neighbour's garden on the
other side who fed in our garden but slways on naturzl food, He
and RHube engaged in some wvery entertaining threat displaoys but
they secmed to work things out among themselves, although I believe
Rube used to trespass on his territory.

The firgt mishsp thot befell Rube was the loss of his tail
Just before the moult. It must hnve been & very near thing for
him. We missed him for a short while and he then reappeared
noulted into a very sorry sight so that one of his eyes looked
twice the size of the other. He soun became very dapper indeed,
but shortly he acquired some injury behind hia right eye. Howover,
this was fully repaired in Just over a week.

If anyono has read this far, they will perhaps think that
they hnve read something similar before, and indeed they have, as
song individual robins are undoubtedly very tame. It is, however,
still surprising when it happens to you, personally. Rube is the
one bird that flies townrds uas, followe us pround the garden if
we move with the red tin in which his currants are kept, and if we
are workding in the garden, regularly sits on n bush, trec or fork
handle ond sings (or sub-sings) proctically the whole time.

Two things which ot any rate I have not read of ore perhnps
peculinr to Rube. The other day, when my wife was going out, Rube
deeided he did not wish her to leave his territory and flew across
very close in front of her and then stood on the pavement as if to
rrevent her from going on, 25,




On another oceasion, when I wna busy in the garden and did
not want to have to drop what I wna doing to get the tin of
currants, I did not toke any notice of Rube. His answer was
to hover in front of my faee, two inches from my nose and
necdless to say, it worked.

So now, Rube gresets us when we go out, eings to us, not
necessarily for currants, ond treats us as trusted friends.
Unfortunately, hias life expectation is only eighteen months, but
we all hope that his life story may long remnin unfinished.

R.E.G.
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SUMMARIES OF FIELD QUTIRGS 1965

Sunday Jonuery 10th - Amberley Wild Brooks with Mrs. J.B. Smith.
Weather: Heavy rein eerly a,nm. with showers throughout the day.
Approximately eight members presext.

The amount of flood water due to extenaive dredging
operations, wns nogligible, ond what wild fowl there wos, wzs
norvous and difficult to observe.

Seen: Mallard, Wigeon, soms Pin-Tnil and &« fow Shoveler, lute
Swnans, no Geese seen at all. Mondow Pipits, Skylarks ete.

The puting met at 10,20 a.m. and dispersed at approximately
2 p.n. o8 heavy rain threatened and it was very cold.

e — . — . —

The party met at Church Norton on a fine dry sunny day,
quite worm whon out of a chilly northercly wind. A walk down
towards the sen surprised us with a padr of Boorded Tite in
reeds just behind the sea~wall, and most people hod quite good
views of these umusunl little birds before they disappenred.
Further up in the Harbour we found about 40 Curlew, 12 Grey
Flover, 6 Ber-toiled wnd 3 Black-toiled Godwlis, while
excellent views were had by all of a flock of 95 Brent Geose
which eame in over the Harbour mouth and settled on the mid-
flats gwlte clese to us,
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Seturdey April 17th — Beachy Hend with Mr. B, Metecalfe,

A bittor wind was blowing hard to the discomfort of all
present, All credit, therefore, to the hardy souls, somo twelve
in number, who braved the elements, There was little reward,
however, ns very few migrants were present, ond no trapping was
attenpted.

One or two Chiffehaffs, o Willow Warbler, Stonechats, and a
fleeting glimpse of newly-arrived Graasshopper Warblers, which alsc
treated us to a brief reel or twe from the cover of the bramble
scrub, provided the only highdtights.

Saturday May 22nd - Slindon and Eartham with Mr, R.P. Meadows.

Abcut fifiecen members found thedir way to Slindon for this
short auble through the woods, At one tine we appoored $o bo
surrounaed by singing Woarblers, Blackeaps probably in the mejority,
but Whitethronts, Grrden & Willow Warblers were prescnt. A Lesser
Whitethroat was heard and geen nnd Turtle Doves, Spotted
Flycatchers, Mistle Thrushes, feeding young, ond a family of four
young Lopwings in the chally fields wore all seen enjoying their
varying nnenities.

Lunch on a sunny bank overlocking Farthan Forest was perhnps
toc ledsurely — great difficulty wns experienced in waking one ledy
nember fron her post-prandisl nap!

Cole Tits ond Green Woodpeckers were heard but not seen, ond
o pleasant day gave good oppertunitics for identifying birds by
BOTE.

Saturday, August 14th - Thorney Island, with Mr, T, Palmer,

A good party in pleasant weather.

The parshy field where we usunlly find Green and Wood
Sendpipers was very dry underfoot and only I Green Snndpiper was
scen.

However 8 Black Tailed Godwit, (n fow yoears ago we saw 500
th&rﬁ} 4 Whimbrel, 50 Curlew, 5 Gruenshank, (ns many as 55 have
been seen there on previcus occasions) and 400 Redshank helped to
keep the interest going.

0ld friends and new faces helped to make n very happy day.

saturdey Septerber 18th Beachy Hend Ringing Station with
Mr., 3.A.BE. More,
A force 8 SW gale started the day unpromisingly, but eight
menbers broved this ond were rewarded by on interesting day. The
ETr




highlight was a Sperrowhowk, and up to 10 Ring Quzels were soen.
Several migrants were trapped, and the technique of weighing
and measuring the birds after ringing then wos demcnstrated. The
looal 0irl Bunting pslr was also aeen.

Sunday October 10th - Paghan with Dr, gtafford.

A porty of seventeen members net on the West Shore of
Paghnty Horbour on a fine sutumn doy.

The birds were scarce, but many common species were soon
under iderl econditicns of light and setting, There were
Golden Plovers in the narsh, snd Curlews flying ngainat o
blue sky, calling as they went, Grey Flovers on the mud and,
n rare sight in Sussex, 25 Curlew Sandpipers flying together
over the water in sunlight, which more than usde the day
worthwhile.

Saturday Novenber 13th — Eaat Head with Mr, R.E. Goddard,
Tourteen menbers enjoyed East Head at its best with
sunshine, perfect light and coldish north-easterly wind,
About 100 Brent Geese flying N., cud nine Mergansers flying
S, were scen at the very start, and later a party of
14 Hergonsers settled on the water at quite close range, We
sow 13 woder speciea, ineluding a sigeable flock of Golden
Flover in the fields near the car park, 130 Mallard were
reating on the sez, and a perty of .50 duck flying H. af
gxtrene rango were thought 1o be Wigeon.

Bunday Deceuber 12th - Thorney & Pilsen Islands with
¥r. B. Metealfs.

The morning started with heavy rain, but despite this
deterrent sbout a dozen members attended and were rewarded
with an interesting walk along the shore of the sstuary.

A very good variety of birds was seen — Mergansers up to 30,
Goldeneye up to 9, and some 5 pintail, In addiftion, Teal,
Wigeon, Mallard, Shelduck end Brent Geese were noted., Hordes
of waders present included a hundred or so Black-talled
Godwits, several hundred Bar-tails, and thousands >f Dunlins.

A brief look at a gravel pit at Chichester on the
return journey was rewarded with five Gadwall and a Goosander.
Tufted Duck, Pochard and Shoveler were alsc noted to bring
the total number of duck species for the day t¢ 12,
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SHOREHAM ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

RECEIPTS AD EXPENDITURE ACCCUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMEBER, 1965

ABRIDGED

Lecelpts £, a8, d, Expenditure £, 5. 4,
Balanece in hond Subscriptions 5. B. 0.
1.1.65. 9 2. 3¢ prei1iation Fees 5. 6. 0.
Subseriptions..l63 549, 5. 0, Tasttitsas 35,12, €.
Meetinga... -
DordA o 3,17, 6. Sanctuary Expenses F«19. 0.
Miscellnneous
Tea receipts 7. 3. Ryrenson 5.16. 6.
Fiscellaneoun
Printirg. .Annun?
receipts 15. 4. 0, Raport 18. 4. o.
RE;Eiita from Film Si i Printing and
) * dtationery 21,156, 7.
Postage and
Telepheone 15, 3. 6.
Balanee in hand
31.12.1965 82,19, &,
£194. 4. 4, £194, 4. 4,

Audited and found correct.

C.F. Helyer, G.W, Rampton,

Hon. Auditer Hon, Treasurer
29,




LIST OF LECTURES 1965

Jan, 27th PFilm, "London's Birds" Mr.R.F.Cordero
Feb., 20th Colour cine films of Birds Mr.M.Hollings
March 20th "The Myth of the Phoenix" Dr,Maurice Burton
Oct. 16th "Birds of Cliffs and Isles" Mr.W.J.C.Murray
Nov. 20th "The Birds of Strathspey" R.53.P.B. Films

end "A Plece for Birds"
Dec. 1lth "Birds of Spain and Portugal" Dr.A.N.H.FPeach

# % % X ¥ ¥ R K X H W

OFFIC ETC
President & Chairmen: Dr. J. Stafford
Council Mambers: Hon., Gen., Secy: Mrs, J,B. Smith

o Asst.Secy: Miss C.M.Blggs

" Prog.Secy: B.Metcalfe

" Treasurer: G.W.Rampton

"  Recorder: T.Palmer
Report Editor: C.F.Helyer

plus: B.A.E.Marr; R.E.Goddard and Miss C.P.3. Griffiths.

Field Committee: A,Burstow; R.E,Goddard and Mrs,Gillett worlkding
with Programme Secretary: Mr.Metcalfe.

Sanetuary Commlttee: A, Burstow; W.McKechnie and T.Palmer

Member kindly responsible for distribution of "British Birds"

ete. T.Palmer.
PR B

Mr.K.G,Adsett, 45, Warren Drive, Crawley

Mr.J,Anderson, 0lds House, Lancing Cellege.

Mrs.M,Anderscn, 4, Mill Lane, Shorehanm

Migs J.M.Asheroft, 10, Heyshott Cl., N.Lancing

Mr.J.A.T.Bagley, Kestrels, Holly Drive,
Toddngton, ILittlehampton

Mro.B.Baker, 108, Pagham Rd.,Pagham, Bognor R.

Mr.D.Ball, 28, Adur Ave., Shorshem

Misa Barr 17, Roman kd,, Steyning

Misa H,Bartlett, Chancton, The Street, 0ld S'ham

Mrs.S.Bermett, 131, Greenways Cresc., Shorehan

Mr.3.H.Best, 2, 0ld Swans Cotts: Shoreham
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Capt.d. & Misses C.M. & J.Biggs, 7, Mill Hill, Shoreham

Hr.K.Bolinghroke,
Mre.Brown,
Mrs,F.E,Brown,
Mesars A. & J. Buratow,
Miss J.EB.Cater,
Mr.5,H.Chalks,
Mrs, 0,M.Chapman,
Mr,R,J.Child,

Hr- & HJ:'E!. ﬂhi.ldﬁ'
Mre. Clackett,

Mr. & Mrs. Cole,

Mrs. F.Cock,
Mr,M.E.Cooper,
Mrs.R.P,Cordero,

Miss H.M.Cottinghnnm,

Mr, & Mrs.Coutts,
¥r,D.W.Cox (J),

Mr.N.J.Cox,

Miss B.Croolk,

Miss S5,.Cummings,

Mr.R.E. & Miss W,E.Dickson,

Messrs G.D,P. & J.Dixon (J)

HI'.F.G.EE.HE!I&B,
Miss B.,E.Evans,

Mra,Former,
Mrs,l.W.E. Ferguson,
Lody Fish,

Miss Forbes,
Mr,B.Forbes(J) & Mr.F.J.Forbes,
D.'I:‘ lI}I Gihﬂﬂn ¥

Mrs, & Miss P.Gillett,
Mr.L.C,Glynn—Jones,

24, Cornwall Gdns; Brighton 6

4, Mill Hill Gdns; Shorehaom

166, 014 Shcreham Rd., Portslade
27, Erringham Rd., Shorehsm

T35, 0)d Shoreham Rd., Shorsham
Grenofen, Henty Rd., Ferring

42, Downland Drive, Hove 4

14, Kingston Lane, Shoreham
Cobbers, & Bennett Ave., Hove 4§
17, Hailsham Rd., Worthing

Barn End, Amberley Dr,, Goring-on-

Sea
26, Cisabury Rd., Worthing
38, Hurst Rd,, Hassecks
Rohan Lodge, Wadhurst FPk.,
Wedhurst, Sx.
93" High St.y S‘te:,ming
Merryhill Cott,, Thokeham, Sx.
113, Park Rd., Worthing
64, Poulters Lane, Worthing
West Ho., Southover, Nr.Lewes
Lracklyn, Harbzro' Hill,Pulborough
Jenkins Croft, Little Lendon,
Ardingly
Hock Cott., Common Hill,
W.Chiltington
6, Wykeham Ct,, Wykeham Rd.,Worthing
183, The M>unt, Holmes Ave,.,Hove 4

78, Park Ave.,, Shorehan

9, Gundredsa Rd., Lewes

Hurst Lodge, Sandgate Lane,
Storrington

1%, Roman Rd., Steyning

16, Chesswood Rd., Worthing

Restynge, Hillside Wk,, Heath
Common,Storrington + e

10, Tongdean Ave., Hove 4

3y Cranley Court, Aldrington Close,

31, Hove 3
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L, & U.J,Goddard (J),
Mr. & Mrs.R.E.Goddard,
Mise V,Goddard (J),
¥iss I. Geoodman,

Mra. Graves,

Miss C.P.3.Griffiths,

Mrs,R.D.Griffiths,
I'II'. & I‘Irﬂ.{}rigg,
Mr, & MI'E;EH.J.B,

¥r.R.Homlymn,
Miss V.Hay-Gamnell,

Misas M,Heath,
Mr. & Mrs.C.F.Helyer,

Mr.H,Hisecke,

Mr,R.V eri'tﬂ]h,’

Mr.M. Hollings,

Hr..&.ﬂ -Hﬂlﬂﬂn,

I'II‘E -pﬂiﬁ'HﬂPkinE 3

Miss P.Hughes,

Mr.D.E. & Mrs,0.M Hunt,
Mrs.J,R,Hunt,

HI‘;P .R-Jﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂn'
Mr, & Mrs,Jenking,

Misses Joseph,

Mr, & Mra.locey,
Miss M,Landman,

Capt, Leslie,
Miss N.,Lawarne,

34, Mill Hill, Shoreham

T, Dyke Close, Hove 4

7, Dyke Close, Hove 4

Flat 7, 53, Richmond Rd,,Worthing

20, Court Farm Rd., Hove 4

9, Llandaff Court, Downview Rd.,
Worthing

36, Mill Hill, Shoreham

100, High S5t., Steyning

Lamount, 2%, Offington Dr.,
Worthing
Z24umblefield, Polders In.,
Burgess Hill
Restynge, Hillside Walk, Heath
Common, Storrington
152, Crehard 5t,, Chichester
55, Bramble Hise, Westdene,
Brighton 5
G, Frith Rd., Hove 4
23, EKings Walk, Shoreham Beach
20, Hillside Ave,, Worthing
(alkmere, Mill Rd., W.Chiltingten
55, Lindum Rd., Worthing
12, Hewkins C1,, Shoreham
24s, Windlesham Gdns.,Shoreham
2, Mill Hill, Shoreham

6%, The Grove, Chesswood Rd.,
Worthing

Asheroft, Moudlyn Pk. Way,
Steyning

Under Round Hill, Lainaes Rd.,

dteyning

75, Coombe Rd., Steyning
Murses Home, St.Richard's Hosp.,
Chichester
0ld Brewery Ho., Steyning
F,7,Riverside Ho., High S5t.,
S'ham
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Mr.D,Mann,

Misa P, Marchant,
Mr,.B,A.E.Marr,
Miss M.D.Mareh,

Mr. & Miss rdcKechnie,
Messrs R.P. & M,I. Meaduws,
Mios E.E,Mengies,

Mr, & Mrs,B.Metenlfe,
Miss J,lonks,

Mrs.Morriacn-Scott,
Mrs,E.D.3.Norris,

Hrs,E.O0ttley,
Mr.Timothy Ovens (J),

Mr.T,P2lmer,

Miss 3.Pargeter,
Miss J.Parry,

Miss J.Partrid
I‘.T.'I!"aal.PEI‘I‘Btt' ?35 ]
Mr.R.Fhillips,

Mr.G,H.Pope,
Mra,E.M,Purssell,

Mr, & Mrs,G.W.,Ranpton,
Mr, & lMra,Ray,
Mrs,B,Reeve,
Mr,H,Richardson,
Mr.5.W.Rickards,
Mrs.Roe,

Miss Rogers,

Mr, & Mrs.Ruscoe,

Mrs,.3,Russell,

8, Church Rd., Rustington

56, Bromley Rd., Worthing

59, The Green, Southwick

52, Crescent Dr., (South)

Brighton 7

T3, Connaught Ave,, Shoreham

Ashirees, Aldingbourme,Chicheater

6, Queens Mans,, Wordsworth Rd.,
Worthing

18, Newhan Lane, Steyning

Nurses Home, St.Richards Hoasp.,
Chichester

4, Castle Way, Steyning

7, Ravens Rd,, Shorehan

33, Middleton Ave., Hove
45, Bennett Dr., Hove 4

9, Whitelot Way, Southwick

34, 014 Shorchan Rd., Hove

35, Woodliand Drive, Hove 4

Riverways, Riverside Rd., S5'ham

g3, Kelso Close, W.Worthing

15, Chester Lve., Wellan Pk,,
Laneing

67, Hillside Ave., Worthing

44, Seamill Pk,, Cresec,,Worthing

34, Cr>ft Ave,, Southwick

Harlows, M1ill Hill, Shorchanm

Hoelain, Hoe Court, Lancing

35, Mill Lane, Shorehan

21, Penrson Rd,, Arundel

3, The Avenue, Shorehan

157, Greenways Cresc., Shorchan

Annington 0ld Farohouse, Botolphs,
Steyning

29, Bucl Crescent, Shorsham
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Mr.L.E.Savage,

Miss M,Davies-Scourfield,
HI; F-SE‘TEI&,
Mr,.H.C.P.Snail,
Mra,J,.B.Smith,

Ir,.Gordon Smith,
Mrs.N,Smith,
Dr. & Mrs.J.Stafferd,

Mr. & Mrs.Stephens,
Mr,D,3tone,
Mr.D,A.L,Stranach,

Mra, & Miss D,Stringfellow,

Mre,Treadwell,
J.B.5. & P. Thonpson,
Mr. & Mrs.J.M.Twort,

Dr, Fronels Varlsy,
Mr. & Mra. Vegrass,

Mr. & Mra.Wenotherhend,
Mr,P.B.Weynan,
Mr.3.R.G.Whethan,

Mr. & Mre,L.Whitbourn,
Mias V,.8.Whkite,

Mr. & Mra.Wildish,

Mr, & Mrs,Willians,

Mr,P.3,Wiloshurat,
Miss W.M.Woodruff,

65, Cronmer Ave., Hove 4

inndngton Ho,, Steyming

5, Beach Rd., Shorehan Beach

6, Lansdowne Cl., W.Worthing

3, Longeroft, Southdown Rd.,
Shorshan

4, New Rd., Shorehan

3, St.Mary's Cl., Shorehan

Stone House, Windleshan Gdns,,
Shorehan

89, Kings Stone Ave,, Steyming

69, The Drive, Sherehan

75, Greenweys Cresc., Shoreham

7, Queensway, Horshan

8, Rosslyn Rd,, Shorehan
77, Hutley Cresc,., Goring-en-Sea
6%, The Green, Southwick

Southlands Hosp., Shorehan
33, Portland Gote, Portlasnd Rd.,
Hove 3

135, Greenways Crescent,Shorehan

F.5, 32, Adelalde Cresc.,Hove

56, Crescent Rd., Burgess Hill,

SX,

6, Mill Lane, Shorehan

30, Havelock Rd., Brighton 6

157, Nevill Rd., Hove 4

Hazelhurst Farm, Wisboro' Green,
Billingshurst, 5x,.

12, Asheroft Cl,, Shoreham

17, Hailshen Rd., Worthing

Total Membership Dec. 1965 -~ 163

New Members for 1966:

Mise M,Bull,
Mr, & M¥rs. Carey,

44, King's Stone Ave., Steyning
18, Roman Road, Steyning
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GENERAL INFORMATION

The Bhorsham OUrnithological Soelety is affiliated to or ia
a menber of the following bodies:— Royal Soeiety for the
Protection of Birds, British Trust for Ornithology, British
Naturalists isscciation, The Council for Nature mnd the Shorehnm
Conrunity Association. The Society's President, Dr.John Stafford,
is 2 nenmber of the Council of the Roynl Sceciety for the
Frotection of Birds.

The membership fee is seven ghillings and sixpence & year,
inclusive of a ecopy of the innual Report. Junier nmembers ruat
be over thirteen and under eighteen years of age. The fes for
these ia five shillings a year, also inelusive of the Report.

Copies of the Anmual Report nay be obiained by non—oenbers
at two shillings and sixpence each,
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