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EDITORIAL  HOTES

|

The Scciety has had another successful year. The
membership lias increased to about 90 and ance mors the
good attendance at the outdoor expeditiens and at the
interesting serdes ol ftalks during the winter months has
showed the aporeciation and kesnness of members.

In the absence of a severe spell of weather like that
of sarly 1956, the interesting visiis we then had of a
number of species of Geess and Tuck were not repeated in
1957. However thils was compensated for to some extent
by some rather unusual Autumn visitors. In particular,
the appearance of Twite in quite considerabls numbers
during the last months of the year (soms were still
about at the end of Decembar) was an event of some

ornitholegical importance for Sussex, Whare the spacies
=
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nags been regarded hithertc as only & rather rare
visitor.

The trapping undertaken by Dr.Stafford with a
nylon mist net at the Sanctuary and thse recent install-
ation of a Heligoland Trap with the aid of an initial H
generous donation from an anonymous member and of
willing help from a mumber of others have contribu-—
ted to & large inoresse in the mmber of hirds
Tingad aa compared with earlisr years. The Heligo-
land Trap should provide considerable opportunities J
for members who have recently become authorised
ringers and no doubt 1958 will sse a further incroase
in minbers ringed.

A considerable¢ amount of space in this Report is
talkken up by the artiecle by Z.A.E.Marr on the Ssa
Wateh conducted by a few members, with particular con-
centration oen the Autumn migration period. This
gives, a8 far as is lmowm, the first systematic record
of the movement of birds on this partioular ssction
of coast during substantially a full migration
BaaB0N. The wvaristy of apescies and the numbers of
whish movements are recorded are of mich interast.

For rsasons of space it has regretfully =ot been
possible fo include this year z note on birds in
members' gardens although contributions of interest
have been recsived from a number of members.,

The Honerary Sscretary wwould again like to thank
lrs.Berry, Miss Keats and Nr.Grige for the asgistance
they have given her during the jear, -




THE SANCTUARY 1957

This yeasr the Seciety's Sanctuary has bésn more
clossly watohed than in any of its previous five years.
The mumber of species positively identified within its
boundsries hes now reached 105,

Thiz calls, I feel, for a review of the previous
mothod of recording the birds in the Sanstuaryy whick is
both unscientific and unsatisfactory when rafarring hack

to earlisr vaars. Therefbrﬂ the following list has bean
compiled in the Wentmore order of the status of zach
species ssen there since observation first began in 19%53;

The hide has now been in position for a year

A8 in past years Mr,and Mra.Weatherhead have given
us their greatly appreciatsd and friendly co-operation.

Cormorant Occasionally fliess over.
Heron Occasionally feeds in the stream,
Lallarl OQocagional bhirds in the winter.
Teal Has ooourred in winter.
Wigeeon Twe on February 11, 195 ,7.
Shoveler A pair in Janaar, O3
Mute Swan 4 pair in March lLI 6.
Bizzard Two records March 30 and April 10, 1954.
Sparrow Hawk Ons record in 1951,
Hobby Ons female on June 20, 1257.
KEestrel Ono or more seen most days.
Red-legged Partridge One on April 26, 1955,
Partridee OQOccasional in Autumn and Winter.
Pheasant Has been rocorded once or twies,.
Water Rail A few present from sarly fovember to ¥arsh,
Late date April 24, 1955,
Moorhen Breeds. Only occasional birds out of treeding
season,
Lapwing Occasional birds usually present., Large flooks
in Bpring and Autumn,
Ringed Plover One in September, 1957,
Snipe Regular. Does not breed. Quite rumerous when
ground flooded er in severe winter.
Jack Snipe One or two birds frem November to larch most
ars.
lew An cccasicnal bird in Spring and Autumn.
e
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Green Sandpiper One August 29, 1955.
Common Sandpiper Two Sept.6, 1955 and one August 29,
| ljJJ and 1956,
Redshank Single birds Spring and Autumn most years.
Herring rring Gull Hests and feeds in severe weather.
Common Gull Single birds during severe weather
With ooossional largs incresses.
Rlaclk=hocaded Gull Common especially during severse h
wagther,
Stock Jove QOcogeional.
Fooo . Pigeon Common. Has bred.
Turtle—Dove Ons or two pairs during summer. Has
tred near copse.
Cuckeo One usually during summer, Some on pasmage
in Autumn,
Little Ofl One usually from Octoper to April.
TBEEE Owl ©One apent winter im 1955. Otherwise
occagional.
Nightjar One immature, Ssptember 1357. |
Swift Commonly feeds overhead May to end august. '
Early date 26 April, 1954.
Kingfisher 0dd birds on spring and autumn paSEage.
Hooppe One on Aupgust 19, 19546,
Oreen Wocdpecker One or two birds usually present
excoapt during breeding season.
Greatcr Spotted Woodpecker Less Common than Green
it one or two usually seen most monthe except
during breeding season,
Lesse» Spotted Woodpecker Two Spring and one Auiumn
racord, s

e —— ————

Sigrlark Common resident. |
Ewallnw Cormon resident. |
Enaae llartin Occasional birds during summer. f

Sand Mart: Lartln Hegular on passage, chiefly in Autumn.
Carrion & “rcw Common in the area.

Book Common in the area.

Jackdaw Common in ths area.

EE iz Hae bred. One pair usually present.
QEE One record in September 1957 and again on
October 27, 1957.

Great Tit Common. Breeds.
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Blue Tit Common. Dreeds.
Goal Tit Fow vecordd. Ons Spring and two Autamn 1957.
Marsh Tit One recerd June 13, 1954.
lonz-tailed Tit Parties ocour in Aotumn and Winter.
Tree Creeper One record September, 1357. '
Wren Common resident. Breeds,
¥istle Thrush Bresds. One or two birds usually about.
Fieldfare Repgular in cold weather in sinter montha.
Songz Thrush Common, Breeds,
ﬂéﬂﬁiﬁﬁ__ﬁﬁmmnn in cold weather in Tinter months.
Ring Ouzel One October 28, 1954.
Blackbird Common. Treods, Humbers increase during Autumn
gnd YWinter months.
Theatear A few at both mimrations,
Stonechat One or two palirs at both migrations.
Finohat Several pairs at Spring and Autunn migrations.
Hoastart Ocoasionally on beth migrations. Iumbere vary
ereatly.
Black Redstart One on Harch 28, 1955, One f. on March 24,
1956G.
Fightingsle Two to four pairs breed each yead.
Robin Common, Breeds.
Grasshopper Warbler Heard each Spring on occasion from
April to mid-July. Up to five together. Bred 1954 in lane,
Ho futumn record.
Reed Tarbler One or two pairs breed.
Sedge Warbler Several pairs breed.
Blackoap Occasionzlly on both migrations.
Garden Warbler Very cccasionally on passage.
Whitethroat Common on both migration. Also breeds.
Lesger Whitethroat Occasionally on both migrations.
Commoner in Autwm. One pair bred in 1555.
Willow Warbler Common on both migraticns. One pair breeds
gach year.
Chiffohaff Common on both migrations. One pair breeads
gach year.
Wood Warbler Seven in the Spring of 1954. One in Autumn
1957.
Goldorest Common con Spring and Autumn passage. A& few in
other months.
Firecrest One April 6,1953, one 3lst.March to April 1,
1955, one March 3,1956, two March 17,1956,
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Spotted Flycatcher Seen on both migrations.

Pied Flycatcher A pair on April 30, 1954. Ons
immature in September, 1957

Iunnock Common resident. Dresds.

Meadow Pipit Common resident. A pailr bred in 1957.
Kumber increaasss in Winter,

Iree Pipit A few in Spring and Autumn,

Pied Wagtail Common. Has bred,

Grey iagtail Occurs in both Spring and Autunn, 'Ons
wintered in 1954 and pessibly 1956 7.

Tellew laztail Common on both migraticna., Bred 1954.
Great Grey Shrike One October 24 to 26, 1953.
Joodchat Shrike One immature on September 12, 1956,
Starling Common residsnt. Breeds. Numbers increass
during Tinter.

Oreanfinch Common resident. BPBrasds.

Ooldfinck Common resident. Breeds.,

Linnet Breeds., A few birds usually present.

Lesser Redpoli Flock up 4o 30 in October, 1957 for ten
days. One on Novsmber 16, 1957.

Bullfinch A pair present October to May most years.
Posgibly bred in 1953, Also occasional recoris of
single birds in other months,

Chaffinch Resident. Breeds. Humbers increass
during winter months,

Bramblinge A few birds seen most wintera.

Yellow Hammer Hesident. One or iwo pairs bresd.

Corn Bunting Breeds. Numbers increase during winter.
Eirl Sunting Three records . For lay 1954 and Harch
and Octohber; I957.

Heed Bunting Hesident. Breads,

House Sparrcw Common resident.

Eree Sparrcw One pair bred in 1954. Attempted to
breed 1955, 3Small parties present during Tinter
montiz. J.B.

DIRD RINGING REBPORT I'OR 1957

This was & most succesaful year. Two more members
became authorised ringers towards the end of the year,
and when they get going the results should be apparent
in an incrcase in the numbers of birds ringed next
yoar, i-tﬁ—-
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4 nylon miet net was used in the Sanctuary from
dugint onwards, This trapped nearly 20C birds including
apacies like oodpecker, Bingfisher and Swallow, tthich
are ctherwise very difficult to catch.

The highlight of the year is the building in the
Sanctuary of a Heligoland Trap in Rovember; which although
not guite finished caught 44 birds including a Fieldfare
belore the end of the year.

In all 542 birds were trapped and 16 nestlings pinped
of 37 species. The rumber trapped is the highesat ever and
an inorease of 537 on last year. The total was mads up as
follows:—

Figldifars 1 Mistle Thrush 6 Green Toudpecker
Wwillow Tarbler 43 Heed Warbler 1 lesser Sprtted
Coal Tit 1l  Chiffchaff 36 Tloodpecker
Blue Tit 225  Thitethroat 37 Great Spotted
Coaffinch 14  House Martin 1 Toodpecker
Song Thrush 50 Turtle Dove 1 Uater Rail
Starlings 54 Tightjar 3 Kingfisher
Orpat Tit . 64 Swallow 24 Lesser Hedpoll
Gelderezt 3 Viood Pigeon 2 Tree Sparrow
Blackbird 124 Redstart 1 Marsh Tit
Tunnoecis 31 House Sparrow 96 Fightingale
firen 13 'Geldfinch Yallow Bunting

Hobin 35 1 Pied Mycatcher 1 Greenfinch
Tﬂtul '!.T_Eﬂ.ppﬂd Ililri!!li"EEB
B.L.E.Mary trapped 259 of the $otal in about three

months in the Shorelam area.

Kingfisher, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted
Woodpenker, Lezsar Redpoll y Harah Tit and Fisldfare were

na
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ringed for the first time. 411 the British Woodpeckers were

rinmged this year,

_ The large mumber of Blue Tits ringsd is accounted for

by the great Antumn passapge of birds alonz the south

coast, i
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EECOVERIES OF INTEREST IN 1957

Greenfinch (male) Ringed as an adult in Shoreham on 2.2.56
Found dead at Folkestone, Kent, 63 m ENE
8.8.57.

Pied Wagtail (male) Ringed as a nestling on 27. 5.56. Killed
by car Upper Beeding 3 m.NHW. 11:6.57.

Bix other recoveries were only of local movements in Shorsham.

DUCKE COUNTS
Amberley Wild Brooks was ctunted again this year. As in
past years there were very few duck and geese present until the

turn of the year. The Autumn drew a blarlc exsept for Mute
Swans, when herds of over fifty wers countad,

On floed waters in February there ware several hundred
Mallard, Wigeon and Teal with smaller parties of Shovaler, Fint
2il and Tufted Iuck. A few Coot were slso sesn, These are very
cogasional at dmberlay.

In the absence of severe frostsz Wild Swans were very few
this year.

Je3,

NOTABLE BIRDS OF THE AHKA 1957

Thege rocords of birds seen in Bhoreham and distriect are of
interest,; either because the species is npot seen annually in
numbers, or becauss the dates of the occurrences are unusual.

The following have contributed records:- Miss C.Bigegs, & .
J.Burstow, C.F.Brown,C.A.Crigg, P.Farbridge,C.M.James,B.A.B.karr,
Dr.J.3tafford, F.Severs,G.A.Sutten,J.M.Twort,R.J.Wilmshurst. .

Hed=throated Diver A few from the sez.
Great Crested (Grebe A few from the sea.
Hed-necksd Grebs DOne on sea, Shoreham 27 December.

Slavonian Grebe One on sea 3.Lancing Jamiary 14.

Gannet Many sea records.

Cormorant Large B.to W.passage over sea in Autumn but there
waz also movement in opposite direction.
.—t}_




Spoonbill A bird apparently of this speciss was seen at
Cuckoo's Corner and well described by & non-member on Sep.b.

Hallard Pair at the Sanotuary March 155 ons male near
Toll Bridge May 29; a few from the sea.

Teal Bix in flight near Cuckoo's Corner July 13, -
Jigeon Some from the sea including 25 or Hovember 10.
Pintail TFour flew 3. over Railway Bridge, Shoreham 29
{one male and three famals), Lo
Tufted Duck HNine flew E. %o V., over sea November 10,

FPochard Two, Cresk,; Shereham, January 1. and Widewater

Jamiary 2 and 3.

Longz-tailed Tuck Two females, ons adult and one immaturs
flying W. to B, Shorsham E.pier Fovember 21,

Velvet Scoter One male Hove Lagoon Jan & and 9. Thres on
sea liovember 17,

Bider One off beach 3.Lancing June § and Shoreham Juns 20.
Previous to 1950 +there were no Sussex recerda of Eider in June.

muqﬁ;nqbr One female eor immature nr.Teoll Er_ige, Hovember

23; up 106 15 frem tho sea. e

Shelduck Two, Cuckoo's Corner May G 1o 18 and five on Adur
November 4 during S.W.gales; several from the sea.

Grey Goosze Bleven seen flying W. in V formation, Coombos
Fabruary 3.

White-fronted Goose Two near Coombes January 15.

Hen Harrier 4 bird (female) of this species scen and identi-

e . o =i

soan above aunctuurj in Autumn hut not ppﬂitively lﬁﬂntlfied.
One (f) near kile Oak, December 1.

Hoboy One at Sanotuary June 20.

Pciagginm One male flew W.E. Prom sse Shoreham Nowvember 17.
Phoasant One f. flushed from Adur Bank nr. Tell -Bri Oct. 27.
7hter Rail Ons sean and heard ar. Waterworks Dead Hevember

% and later seen and haard in Sanctuary until Tecember; one
_E}... =




Mood Arch Ootober 13 and one December 15

QOyster Catcher One mudflats Shoreham Jamuary 5 to February
18 and one seern and heard there in Iste July. Many sea
racords.

Lapying 0.50 flew in from 5,E. and landed on fisld S. of Alr-
port where 158 were counted on ground March 3. On Novr. 17
at least 400 on Airfisld,

GSolden Plover Seven flew from H. out to Sca.S.Lancing Nove 24.

Turnstone Three near Toll Bridge May 233 Two Widewater Auguat
18; one at Shoreham Septembsr 15.

Common Snips  Very faw records this Fear.

Jack Snipe One record mid Novembar.

Curlew One March 6 and T3 one September 20; two August 33
ons October 23. A4All Adur at Shorsham.

Whimbrel One amril 193 two on 24th; 25 flying over sea April
27 and 14 flying Be. fagust 43 one %o four, Adur, August 26 to
September 24. One near Cuckoo's Corner September 11. Up to
10 Shoreham Bstuary May 2 to 23. One at Flood Arch Oet.D.

Bar—tailed Godwit One mudflate August 6 to Sept.6j one Flood
Arcly October 1 and 2,
Green Sandpiper One near Cuckoo's Corner September 1l.

Common Sandpiper Ons Adur May T3 one Dump Pool lay 31; one
Flond irch October 13 and two there on 14th.

Greenshank Single birds Flood Lrch and alsevhare batwesn
Migust 3 and September 10,

Spottsd Redshank One Creek Sept.l0 and after many times
till October 13; one Floed Arch Novr.l3. Was still present on
Dacember 31.

Knot Ons Creek January 1 to 133 up to four nr.Norfolk Bridge
between September 2 and October B8; one Adur November G.

Little Stint One Flood Arch Dec.l stayed only a short time,
wag only partial winter plumage and looked relatively very dark.

Curlew Sandpiper Ons, mudflats Shoreham September 14.
Sanderling Passage W. of ¢.250 S.lancing. Two on shore June
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1. Ons nr.Flood Arch Sept.3 and thres on shaore Oct.27.

Ruff One Flood irch September 3 and 4 (brown legs); one
Reeve Flood Arch Sept. 4 (green legs): 1 Reeve feeding
mostly with starlings in grass near Mlood irch (grey logs)
Oct.l. and later seen thers many times until 02t.18, One
Ruff flying W-E S.Lancing Oot.d.

Grey Phalarops One S.Lancing Oct.30.flying B-W and ons
Gittc Novr.6: one picked up badly injured near House Bonts,
Shoreham, Nov.5. died shortly afterwards, probably a first
winter mals,

Pomarine Sicus One adult (light phase) flew B~W over heach
during foree 8 8.7. gale on Rov, 2,

Gulls Lesser Blacked. Spring passege first noted (6) March
7 and thereafter much as usualy one nsar Foothridge Jan,10
and two there Feb.10 and Karch 10; two liay 5; one May 19;
Tour on Juns 18; 15 on June 19 and sixon June 215 five on
July 2 and six on July 4. Fot seen before in such mumbers
during June, Three on July 1l. A Scandinavian near Flood
Arvch on October 31 4o end of Dedember,

Little Gull One adult in winter plumage flew E~7 over Wide—
vater Oct.1l7; one adult Shorsham November 3 and off Lancing
Beach same day., One immature there November 6 amd one

adult flying up river same date.

Lediterransan Cull Ons below Toll Bridgs,Shoreham, March
10 to 14; two there Harch 15, both adults,

Kittiwake One picked up injured and one in flight, South-
wick, January 9. One dead S,Lancing Feb,12, One adult
Southwick Canal and one Hove Lagoon Feb.27. One Southwick
Beach July 13 and a few seen over the sea,

Common or Lretic Tern Two on Adur, Shorcham July 203 two
on mudflate and two Widewater Sept.5; four on mudflats Sept.
8; one Harbour Mouth Oct. 22; one near Hlway Iridge, Shore-
ham Qct 263 one Southwick Canal opposite Power Station Hov.
1; two there Nov.3 lMany sea records including one May 29
and c.50 on Jug.3i0. Latest record cne on November 7.
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Guillemot Three on sea Shorsham Beach, January 25 and two
S.lancing January 26.

Razorbill One picked up on Beach Dec.1l8 and released on 159th,

Puffin One Aug«25. Presumably one of this speciss nicked up
dead on the beach by a lad who gave a degcoription of the bird,

Turtle Dove Three on Shoreham Beach on July 18,
Quckoo One flew over Southwick on august 5.

Nightjar One at Sanctuary which igs firat seen and flushed
on the Doewng above Sanctuary on Sspteuber 7.

Tsodpocksr, CGreat Spotted Unusual number of records. One
Banciuary July 22 and later two seen there on several
oceasions, One calling and flyiag D. at S.lancing nre.sea
Get.3. One ssen about a mile W. of Sanctuary in-dugust. Two
flew 3. from Sanctuary Oct.20 One caught and ringed in
Shoreham garden Fev.l7, may have besn-of nerthern race. One
in a gerden at Mill Hill during December.

Soodpecker, Lesser Spotted Ons August 10 Sanctuary.

Swallew One Lancing November 11.
Jay One Sanctuary in September.

Slue Tit Many records including a flock of 18 flying B. over
Dump, Shoreham and six flying L. with Goldfinches on Oct.2.
A pair nested in petrel tin near Sanciuary during Lpril.

Long-tailed Tit Several seen in Sanctuary in dutumn and
gix in bushez opposite Sanctuary gate on Hovember 17.

Fieldfare Two at Sanctuary January 18.

Redwing One at Sanctuary October 4.

Wheatear Two Widewatsr March 13 and one there October 23
were first and last records.

Greenland “heatear One May 63 two May 19; one September

2.1, 3.11 :idEWﬂtcr4

Thinchat Pair in Sanctuary July 153 a female on rubbish

Dump Ooctober 13, was last recorded.

Redstart One first winter male in Lancing garden on Qet.
27 waz a very late date. 12




Black Redstart One widewater March 12 and 13 and one
first winter male there Q0ct.l5 and an adult female sams
place Hnv,10. One Mill Hill October 24.

Grasshopper Warbler Iew records but one seen and heard
reeling in Sanctuary on lpril 18 was an early date.

Heed Warbler One. singing near Sanctuary on May & was first
racord. Masximum number was on May 23 when twe were heard
singing nr.Rlway BEridge and three nr.Sanctuary. One picked
up injured or exhausted on Rlway Bridge on 0ct.20 was
apparently the third latest record for Britain,

Blackcap One singing Sanctuary April 18.

Garden Varbler One singing just ., of Horfolk Bridge
Hay 5. _

Common Whitethroat One which incorporated the 'rattle' of
the Lesser "Thitethroat iz dealt with in separate article.

Iegser Whitethroat Rather more mmercus in Spring than
usual. Maximum four on Hay 5 when ons heard singing inside
and cutside the Sancruary.

Chiffchaff One singing Sanctuary March 15.
Willow Harbler One seen singing near Sanctuanry March 25.
Wood Tarbler Ome Sanctuary August 26 and 30.

Goldorest One Sanctuary March 10, five in hedge near Toll
Bridge March 22 and six with Blue Tits in & conifer at
Homan Crescent, Southwick December 5; were largest mumbers
geen together.

Firecrest A bird presumably of this species Was seen in
a tamarisk bush for a short Hime at S.Lancing on Coi.lT.

Spotfted Flycatcher One Sanctuary on May 17 was Pirst
record and one there on October B was last record.

Pied Flycatcher One in Shoreham gardern on iugust 3 was an
immature or female; one Sanctuary August 26.

Twite Four Videwater Oct.l7, five there Oct.24 and five

near thers Nov.28 Circ.l5 nr.Toll Bridge feeding on Sea

Aster and up to 40 thers between then and HNov,27 when

"chwink" note was heard frem several birds. The pinkish
=13-




rump of sdult males wag seen on only four birds. On Dec,
15 four birds were seen and on Dec.28 a flock of about 20
mixed twite and linnets, mainly twite.

Redpoll, Lessar TFour Sanctuaery Sep.28 and eight there and
thres flying N. October 8. Numbers feeding on Tillow Herb
(E.Eirsutum) on gide road leading to Pumping Station
including 25 on QOct.7 and C.50 Oct.8 and c.30 on Oct.l3.
Several caught and ringed in Sanctuary. Three flew out to
sea at S.Lancing on Oct.l3 at 7.55 a.m.

Bullfinch Two calling Sanctuary March 2 and later but no
proof of nesting.

Brambling A floeck near Cuckoo's Corner on Jamary 13 is
only record.

Cirl Bunting One singing near Sanctuary March 2 and several
heard singing in Shorsham area during Spring and /‘utumn,

Snow 3unting . pair on beach S.Lancing November 7 to 9,

Tree Sparrow * One in .oodman's garden opposite Sanctuary

on April 8 was chased by male House Sparrow. One perched
on post Sanctuary October 8, One caught and ringed Nov.

Party of five in Sanctuary November O to 15.

ARRIVALS AND TEPARTURES OF MIGRANTS, 1957
(compiled from records of members)

SFECIES FIRST DATE AND LOCALITY LAST DATE AND LOCALITY
Redthreated October 20 off Lancing IMay 5 off Lancing
Diver Beach. Beach.
Great-Crested Octocber 27 off Lencing April 3 off Lancing
Grabe Beach, Beach.
Miimbral April 19 one in flight, October 5 Flood ireh,
Shersham,
Stone Curlew April 13 Two on Downs,
Lancing.
Lesser B.B. [First Spring migrants were
Gull Ce8ix, R.ddur March 9.
Common Arctic May 5 One "B off Lancing Nov 7 one W-B off
Tern Beach. Lancing Beach.

Little Tern May 5. 18 WB off

Lancing Beach.
& Bea 14—
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SPECIES
Sandwich Tern

Turtls Dove

Swift

Luckoo
House Martin

ﬁ&pﬂ Hﬂrtiq

Swallow
Tieldfare

Redwing
Winchat

Theatear
Hedstart

Eifﬁt%pﬁgla
deed “arbler

Flackeap

Jnitethroat
dillow Varbler
Chiffchaff
Grasshopper
Warbler
Spotted Fly-

catcher

Hock Pipit
Yellow fagtail

FIRST DATE Aﬂﬂ_}GEJL;TI LAST DATE AND LOCALITY
Eay 5 four off Lancing Sept.l0 five 'LE

Beach, off Lancing Beach.
May 10 one near Cement

Works .,

April 30 one flew E. over Sep.28. oans over
Southwick. liidewater.

April 15 one at Besding

Hay 3 two at Steyning TNov.l0 one 7-E over
Lancing Beach

March 31 Three at Qot.3l One ovar Wide—

Sanciuary. water,

April 4 two at Steyning.

Fov.ll cns flew E. over

Southwicl.

Cet.4 one at Sanctuary.
Dec,.1l twe reported
seen by & member nr.
Mi1l Hill,

Harch 12 Bhoreham Beh, 0Oct 23 One Shnreham 3ol

Lpril 17 one at Oct 27 a first winter

ILancing. male in a Lancing pgar—
deny; a late date,.

April 18 Sanctuary.

KHay 6 Sanctuary. Oot 20 one by Rlway
Br.Shoreham, a late date.

April 17 nr Susasx Pad.

April 18 Sanctuary.

April 16 one at Lancing.

March 25 one at Sanctuary.

lMarch 15 Sanctuary,

April 18 one at Sanctuary.
Hay 17 one at Sanctuary.

Sep. 21 one by new dump,
April 16 two at Lancing.




VISIBLE MIGRATION IN 1957
by B.d.BMARR

1957 was a very interesting year for visible migration,
and much mevement, as usual mainly of passerines, vas record=
ed. The abasence of a cold gpell meant that thers Were no hard-
weather movements in the garly part of the year, but for thse
second year running an easterly coasting movement of Chaffinches,
with smeller numbers of other species, Was noted in the mornings
at the beginning of March at lidewater. The jubwm was, however,
by far the most interesting period for migratiomn, and the move—
ments rvecorded in the Shoreham area cprrespond to similar
movements throughout south-eastern England at the same time.
The reason Tor the unusually large numbers of such species as
Jay, Blue Tit and many finches is thought to be the combination
of & mild winter in 1956/7 and a highly succesaful breeding
gseason following, causing a considerable over-population of
some areas and the necessity for the birds to forage further
afield for food. There is evideance, too, from trapping of
several continental sub-species (including several in the
Shoreham area) that there also occurred an influx from Burope.

Ls stated sbove, there Were no hard-weather movements at
the beginning of the year, but the easterly Chaffinch movement
was again noted at 7idewater in early March: for example e 50
on 3rd, c.700 in 50 minutes on 11th and c.680 in one hour on
13th, Alsc on 13th in one hour c.520 Starlings, c.1l0 Green—
finches, and c,.30 Linnets coaated 7-E. OFf interest is a record
of two Curlew flying S7. over the centre of Southwick in the
sarly morning of July T, rather an odd locality.

The majority of the fiutumn movements were recorded at
—i dewater during the concentrated watching there by BAEM and RIS
from September 18 to November 17 (daily in the early morniigs '
between September 28 and November 13), although migration was
also noted at Lancing, Steyning and Southwick. The fellowing
is a summary of movements for each species recorded migrating.

Two HERONS were seen at midewater beachs one coasting W
on Sept.30 and ons on Novr. 7 which appeared to fly in from SW.
Several interesting PIGEON movements wers noted at the beach
(for details see Sea-Watching account)., WOOD PIGEONS were seen
noving W. over the Sanctuary on November 17 (c.270) and over
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Southwick on November 23 (¢.20). Arrival from the Ssa
of SXITLARKS and STARLINGS was very small compared with
1956, although coasting was more in evidence,

4 GREAT-SPOTTED WOODPECEKER coasted W= at Widewater
on October 3 and one on the 20th, Several were at the
Sanctuary at this time., Two CORVINE species were sean on
the move, four MAGPIES passed S-¥ high over Steyning at
0830 hours on November 9 and several JAYS were ssen over
Steyning, Lancing and Shoreham, most going W. with a
maximum of 8, passing SW over Steyning at 0730 hours on
September 23, Two were recorded at Sanctoary in the
autumn. A few great TITS were seen coasting mainly E-W
over the beach in September and October. BILUE TIT mmbers
were quite staggering, at Wideéwater 132 moved W-E and 83
E-W between September 18 and November 17 and others were
seen moving at Shoreham and Southwick. There was a general
increase in mumbers in the whole district at this time,and
several of the continental sub-apecies ware trapped, At
Wdewater several MISTLE and SONG THRUSHES, BLACKBIRDS and
two FEDWINGS were seen coasting or coming in from the ssa.
Two DUNHNOCKS coasted E-W there on October 5. Also thers
large numbers of MEADOW PIPITS coasted W, with smaller
numbere going W-E and coming in from the sea or going out,
PIED WAQTAILS were moving similarly although in smaller
nmumbers.

Extremely large numbers of finches coasted over Wide-
water. OREENFINCHES were mainly going E. with a maximum
of C.350 on October 12. GOLDFINCHES were also going mainly
E. and between September 18 and November 17 ¢.5800 pussed
in this direction. On October 4 a SISKIN was heard calling
from among a flock of Goldfinches flying E., LINNETS were
moving in good mumbers at Widewater with a maximm of ¢.490
WE on October 9, a few came in from the sea. On Ooctober
17 four TWITE were seen by Widewater and on the 24%h five
more, all flew off W, Elsewhere in this report will be
found details of up to ¢.40 seen by the river from late
October onwards. Many LESSER REDUPOLLS were recorded at
Widewater, coasting, coming in from the sea or going out,
At Southwick several were seen moving (mainly E,) and there
were many at the Sanctuary during early October., CHAFFINCH
movements at Widewater were small and the species was much
scarcer than in 1956. BUNTINGS fnaating at Widewater were




Yellow (13) Corn (37) and Reed (many, mostly going E).
Several HOUSE SPARROWS were seen coasting over Widewater
(migrants, not local birds).

And, lastly, some records of "invisible" migration
(i.e. birds passing over at night) ¢.20 (mumbers estimated
from their calls) WIGEON flew N, over Downs behind Lancing
after dark on April 13; a flock of WHIMBREL, calling
loudly passed SV over Southwick at 2155 houra (GMT) on
August 1; a SEDWING called over Southwick at 19235 hours
[GHT; on March 14 and one did likewiss at 1800 hours
(GMT) on Hovember 13i.

SEA-WATCHING DURILKG 1957
by B.A.E.MARR

1957 was the best yearet for sea-watching off the
beach at Wdewater. Iespite the absence of a cold spell
and the subsegquent scarcity or even absence of such
#pacies as Decaup, Goldensye, Goosander, efc.,; We added
many new species to our ever-growing list of birds seen
in the sea~watching arsa: this list now stands at some-
thing over 115. "New birds in 1957 included Sparrowhawk,
Peregrine, Ruff, Pomarine Skua, Cuckoo, Siskin, Twite,
Lesser Redpoll and Corn Bunting. The sea was watched for
a total of about 110 hours on 66 days; a special feature
of this year's watching was & concentrated watch in the
Antumn - a daily early morning watch by R.J.Wilmshurst
and the writer kept up without a break, in all weathsr,
between Septomber 206 and November 13, each doing three
weekdays and going together on Sundays. The results of
this daily watch were most interesting and large movements
of such species as tits, finches and buntings which we
recorded it in very agreeably with the general pattern
of a widespread movement recorded throughout southern
England at the same time. Other observers included
R.J.F. Child, P.,Farbridge, C.M.James, P.J.Kadwell,
R.Ruston, F.Severs and J.M.Twort

SYSTEMATIC LIST

Red-Throated Diver Seen as usual in winter months though

scarcer than last year. Last bird May 5. First one on
Detober 20. -18-
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SYSTEMATIC LIST (Contds)

Great-Crested Grebe Up to c.6 in winter, Last seen
April 3. First Autumn bird Qotobar 27y thereafter much as
usual,

Slavnniaf_r:_}ls_‘nﬁ Cne on sea January l4.

Gannet An. adult E-W on Jamuary 12 - exceptional date,
AfTter that none till May 19 (one adult E~% 5} and betwesn
then and October 29 much as usual - max. 79 (33 adults)
E=i on SEnth‘bsI‘ 29-

Cormorant An interesting BE-W movement in the Autumn with
up to 46 in the sarly morninga. Altogether over 700 moved
E~7 betwsen September 28 and November 13.

Heron August 4 - two coasted W-E far out. On ‘November T
one seemed to fly in from SW landed on & groyne as if
exhausted, then flew off E.

Mallard A few, as usual; one on sea May 19, Up to 11
in Autumn. <

Teal Three in the Autumn,
Tigeon A few in Autumn, max. 22 on November 10.
Tufted Duck Nine E=-T on Hovember 10.

Velvet Scoter Three on ssa flew E — November 1'?. Two T=E
on Januar:r 14.

Common Scoter Usual ~E movement in Spring (max. 22 on
May 19). Up. to 10 in Autumn, most going E-W.

Eider A duck on sea on June 9 and June 20. Up till 1856
there were no Suzsex records for June.

Red-Breasted Merganser Up to 15 in Tinter. Last seen
March 9., First Autumn birds on October 26 (two females
E-7). In 1956 the first Autumn birds were seen on October
2T

Shelduck Spring - two #E on May 5. Autumn - three W-E
on October 19. Two E~W on October 28. One W—E on November
T« One on sea NHovember 8. Two on sea and two E-W on
November 9.
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Sparrowhawle November § - one E-W more than I mile off shore,

Perocgrine Hovember 17 - a male in from gea from S. flew off

Feirmlilonl. o e iy

Kestrel Septenber 18 one flew out to sea to 8W. September

15 one E=i more than half mile off shore.

Qystercatcher Movement was much as in previous years, with
more going =E than in the opposite direction. DIuring the
year 48 passed "=E but only 14 E-TW.

Lapwing Three by Widewater in thick fog on October 12
later flew off N. They may well have come in from the sea as
they are not usually seen there,

Ringed FPlover Swall movements in Spring with three in off
sea S5-N. on May 19. Small ceasting movements, mainly H-37
in Autumn.

Grey Plover Two -E on Hay %. One on beach on October 1
and one T-E on 13th (much scarcer than usual).

Golden Plover Seven came in from the ¥, and flaw SE. out
to sea on October 13.

Turnstens Four W-E on June 2 - the only record,

Curlew One E on May 5. One or two coasting on six days
in the Autumn.

Whimbrel 25 W-E on April 27, 19 WE on May 5, one on June
2 and one E~i on June 9, ona E-7 and one W-B on July 30.

too far out for identification to be certain.
Common Sandpiper A few on the beach in Spring and Autumn.

Redshanlk One June 2 one in from sea SW-IE. On October
10 one came in from sea high from S. and landed on Widewater.

Enot On May 5 four B-7W off the beach.

Dunlin Interesting movements in Spring with four in from
sea 3-N on May 19, In Autumn much coasting, mainly E=i.

On Novembser 7 nine flew in from sea from S (8) or SB (1). On
Fovember 10 c.120 came in from W. and flew upriver.
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Sanderling C.250 E-W on January 14., the largest number
we have recorded. On May 19 ten WE and two E-7. Two on
beach June 1, Two feeding on the beach with Dunlin on
Cetober 27 and eone on November 10 in from W. which flew
upriver. '

Buff A mals =B on October 4.

Grey Phalarope One flew E~TW on Qctober 30 and one on
Hovember f.

omarine Slua An adult of the light phase flew BE-7 right

over the beach during the force 8 SW gale on November 3.

Little Gull One (adult, winter plumage) E~7 on October 17,
one ditto on November 3 and a first winter bird BT on
November 6.

Black-headed Gull 178 WE (adults and immatures) in four
hours on May 5. On May 19, WE 19, E-W 34, and 16 from SY
which flew B, On June 2, 14 W-E.

Kittiwake One adult WE on January 12. One immature W-E
on May 5. A first winter bird offshore on May 19, In
Autumn one (first-winter) E-W on October 28, and three
(first-winter) E~7 and one ¥E (first-winter) on November 3.
Conic Tern A few in Spring and in June, July and August.
In iufamn c¢.50 E-7 and fishing on August 30, 70 E-7 in
one hour on September 2l., 11 TE on the 30th. Ons or tw-
cffshore on four days in October (latest on 27th) 4in
immature flew W—E on November T — a late date.

Little Tern 18 WE on May 5. Four WE on June 2.

Sandwich Tern A few in May. Two WE on June 2. One T=E
on July 30. Five WE on September 30, :

Hazorbill One badly oiled offshore on Jamuary 3. In Autumn
up te ten between Ociober 2 and November 10.

Guillemot One badly oiled offshere on July 310, Three on
gea on Jamiary 25,

Stock Dove Interesting movements in late Autumn; four in
off sea on November 7 SE-NVW and 5 in 5-H. On 8th ons in
from S.landed on water's edge as if exhausted, after ten
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minutes contimied W, On 10%th one flew in 5-H and on 17th one
in SW-NE with Woodpigeons.

Woodpizeon On October 14 c.70 W-B. On 22nd ¢.100 appearsd
over beach, perhaps having come in, and contimued B. On
November 1 800-300 in one flock B-W. On Hovember T ¢.275 W-E
andi three in from sea. On 10tk 70 W=kE. On 17th c.40 flew in

from 3W - of these 30 continued ¥E and 10 continued N,
Cuckoo ©One in from sea SW-NE in thick fog on June 2.

Swift Small nmumbers coasting and coming in fros sea in May.
On July 30 a flock of o,40 inseoting high over beach flsw
off NE. One over hidewater on September 28 - a very late date.

Great-Spotted Woodpecker One coasted V=R on October 20.

Skylark Two in S5-Il on Hay 15. One out to sea to SSW on
June 2. In Autumn mach coasting — up to 57 W-E and 42 B-W.
At the game time immigration from sea was noted with a max.
of 258 in four hours on Hovember 7., Dirds were alsoc seen
going out to sea (max.8 on October 10).

Swallow Small mumbers coasting and coming in from sea in
May. In Autumn many amall coasting movements and some going
out toc sea, Birds coming in off sea were 1l in SE-F on
September 29; two in S-N on October 1j two in SV-IE on 6th;
one in S-N on 20th and two in 5-N on 2Tth. The latest was

on Nevember 10 flying -E.

House Martin No Spring records. In Autumn ¢.75 E-TW on
September 25, Two W-BE on October 1. 31 in from sea S-H\ on
Septenber 30, ¢.55% 7-E on Qectober 4. Two \-BE on October T and
one W-1 on November 10.

Sand Martin A few in Autumn, the latest on October 3.

Jay On October 20 two appeared {rom V. and flew N5 up the
Adur Valley at c.300-400 T%.

Great Tit Coasting as follows: E-WW Two on September 18, and
one on Qoctober 9. W-E one on October 14 and one onm 19th,

Blue Tit Turing late September, October and sarly NHevember
most amazing coasting movements were recorded over the
beach. Some were seen almost every day in October, with a
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maximum of 64 passing '~E on October 14 in 75 mins. It is
interesting to note hew the direation of movemsnt varisd -
at first it was B-4, then from October 5 to 17 it was

entirely "T=E, then E=-T with fewer 7-E, Betwesn September

15 and ananhar 17 a total of 132 moved Ti-E and 83 mmred

B,

Mistle Thrush Coasting movements: Two TW-E on October T,
saven E-1 on 9th, six 7-E on Bth, 16 7-B on 10th and thras
PE on l4th,

Song Thrush Twe E—'.Tlnn September 18, In October three
Won 9th, One in from sea from 3. on 12th. Ons E-7 on
17th and one '=E on 22nd.

Bedwing Two coasted “=E on October 7.

Blackbird Several records: Twe T=E on October 8. One W-E
and ons E~. en Sths Two W-E oa 15th. Ona in from sea S5-I
on Hovamber &, B.nd. three TR on Hovember 11,

Greenland "keatear By Widewnter: One on May 5 and two on
19th. One on Béptember 21, '

Black Redstart .On beach; One on March 13. A first winter
male between October 17 and 19. A fomale on Hovember 10.

Wllow Warbler One in from sea 3= on May 5. A "Hllow-
chaff" moving 7. along the beach on October 3.

Bpotted Flycatcher One on beach 0800 hours on May 19 may
have come in from sea,

Iunnoclt Two coasted I~ on October 5.

Moadow Pipit Big B-7 coasting movements in ﬂutumn. maxima

202 in one hour on September 18 and c.590C in 2% Hours on 20th.
Smaller mmbers going "~E and coming in from sea or going
Dut. - =
Rock Pipit A few on beach or coasting E~W in October and
Fovember.

Pied Warztail Iarge coasting movements in futumn with a few
coming in from sea or going out. Maxima 74 E<W on Sept,
28, 54 BE-7 on 310th, 57 W-E on October 4, 48 E-F on 5ih,
Rather more passed E-7 than W-E (between September 18 and
Hovember 13 324 went BE=-1 a3 opposed to 253 in opposite
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direction.

Grey Gagtail Up to four coasting, mainly &-E in late September
and October.

Yollow Tagtail Two in S-Il on May 5, four E~T on September 18,

Starling C,520 *E in one hour on March 13, Small BE-7
coasting movements in October and November with max, of ¢.370
en Novamber 10. Very poor arrival from sea, all records of
this were;: two in S5-N on Qctober 1, ¢.370 in from 3. or 5 on
November 7 and three in from 2. or SE. on 5th.

Greenfinch C.10 'VE on iarch 13. In Autumn large coasting
movements, mainly 7=-E: Max.c.350 7=-E on October 12, ¢.130
"=E on Dotober 13 c.310 on 14th, c.l115 on 15th and ©.155 on
17th. These numbers, of course, were made up of many -small
flocks,

Goldfineh Colossal numbers coasting 7-E in Autumn, with very
amall numbers going in opposite direction. Max. V=B as
follnws: ¢.200 on October 1, ¢.B820 on 2nd. ©.1320 on 4th.,
c,.680 on 6th,, ¢.B835 on Tth., ©.250 on &th., 5.325 on Gth.,
c.410 on 10th, etc. otc, A few recorded Tlying in from sea
or going out. Altogether ©.5800 passed 7—B betieen September
18 and Hovember 13.

Sigkin One called from o fleck of Coldfinches geing TE on
Cctober 4 — thers may have boen more with them but only the
ones called.

Linnet Much coasting in Autumn, as much E~7 28 in oprposite
dirsction. Max. 0.140 B=7 on Ootober 2.; ©.290 =H on Tth.,
c:490 =B on 9th. etc. A few came in from sea.

Twite Tour by Videwater on October 1T flew off /. Five there
on 24th did likewise. :

Lesser Bedpoll Much interesting movement in Antumn with
goasting and arrival and departure. Max.numbers were as
follows: E-» seven (Fovember 10) 7=E 25(Cetober 2). In from
sea ¢ 22 September 30. Out to sea; three October 13.

Chaffinch W-B ccasting in March with max. 680 (13th) and 700
(11th). Very small coasting and arrival and departure
movements in Autumn. (Much scarcer than in 1956.)
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Yellow Bunting Coasting in Autumn; Two BE-7 nn October
2; four \-E on Gth, three T-I on Tth and four 7E on 9th.
(Fote proximity of dates.)

Corn Bunting 37 coasted 7~E in one flock en Octeber 25.

Reed Bunting Much coasting in Autumn, Haxz. wers i4 =B
(October 6) 13 U-E (October 9) 24 %I (13th), 21 =B
(15th), 24 T=E (174h) etc.

Snow Bunting Two (an adult male and female) on beach,

—_——— e e e

feeding along high Water mark in secawcod November T-9,

Heuse Sparrow Records of birds in Autumy either flying
very Eigﬁ and direct or flying in compuny with other

finches which were certainly not resident birds, as followe:
Seven L.« on October 2, sight 7-E and one E-7 on 5th, two
WL on 9th, e.30 7-E on 14th, 33 7E en 15th, 18 E-7 on
20th and ona "~E on Hovember 10.

COIMIIOR WHITETHROAT - UHUSUAL VARIAUT IN SCRG

4 Common Whitethroat which was heard singins near
the Bailway Dridge at Shoreham en May 9 introduced inte
its song the 'rattle" of the Lesser Jhitethroat, This
'rattle’ is described in the Handbook of British Pirds as
a rare veriant of the song of the Common Thitethrsat,

The rattle was heard a mumber of tiunes, sometimes
preceding the normal song and sometimos terminatins it.
On occasions only a few notes of the 'ratile' were
uttered and like the song of the Lesser Thitethroat were
preceded at times by a fev sguealy warbling notes.
Ferguson Lees informs me that he himself has heard this
variant uttered by a Common Whitethroat on ons or iwo
occagions and thinks it may rot be so uncommon as the Hand=
ook sugpssts,

Harl Grsy in his boolc "The Charm of Rirds" mentions
having heard the Lesser Thitethroat utter the song of
the Common Thitethreat. BPBoth song variants seem to
indicate the close relationship of the two species amd
are evidence pointing to a common ancestry.
4 M
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TWITE AT SHOREHAM

Liate October and sarly November 1957 saw an unusual
munber of Twite recorded in the Shoreham area. The
first were found by the writer by Widewatsr on Dotober I Ky %
four in mumber, and they flew off 7. Exactly a week later,
on Cctobor 24, P.S. and JM.T. found five which alsc flew
ofT V. in the same place. On October 26 the writen found =
flock of about 15; with soms Lirnsta, feodinz on sea-aster
near the Toll Bridge, and betwsen then and the end of
December, Twite were seen in thiz area in numbers up to
about 40, The speciss las probably never been recorded
in Sussex in such nunbers before and the fact tagt it was
4 "new" species for at least thres notable Sussex Ornitho-
logists speals for itself as regards ths rarity of the
occurrence. It is interssting that the occurrenca of these
Twits coincided with unueual rumbers of gsuch species as
Goldfineh and ILesser Redpoll, to mention just two
allied speciss, on the south coast at the time.

Tben distinguishing the Twite from the Linnet the
Zost useful features to lock out for are ths ¥ellow bill
and the loud nasal "ehweet" note of the former species,
It is alge a buffer bird with an unstreaked chin, and most
Twite have not so much white in the wing as the Linnet.
There are several other points of difference which can only
be seen with an excellent view of ths birds,

B.A.E.M.

POMARTIF. SKUA OFF LANCING ERACH

4t 0755 hours on November 3 during a Force & Bouth
Weasterly gale, R.J,Wlmshurst and the writer saw an adult
POMARTNE SKUA (Stvercorarius pomarimis) of the light phase
fly E=V just over the beach at ¥idewater. It was Just
above the heads of the obssrvers, who despitc ths strong wind
and heavy rain, were able to get a good enough view to dis-
tinguish the important features of this skua which determine
it from the much commoner Arctic Skua. It vas a larger and
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heftier skua than an Arctic, with more white at the base
of the primaries and with the central %s3l feathors
longsr and very thick. (They are said to be peouliarly
twisted, although the wiew obtainsd on thig occaaion

wae not sufficient to show this), The upper parts were
dark brown, the underparts creamy with 4 brown pectoral
band, The species is rare in Sussex, perhaps at the most
one or twe being recorded each year in the east of the
county. Wwe believe this to be the first record for

west Suspex. It had obviously been blown in by the gls.

B.a.E.l,

LATE RESD TARBLER AT SHOREHAM

At about 0510 hours on October 20 E.J.F.Child, R.J.
Wlmshurst, and the writer found a Reed Farbler by the
Railway Bridge at Shoreham and succeedsd in catehing it.
It as apparently temporarily unables to fly, possibly
owing to the very cold morning er to fatigue, although
when released a few hours later it flew quite strongly
0.100 yards intc cover. It was a first-winter bird.

Thig is an excepiionally late bird, for "The Handbook
of British Birds"™ gives only one later date; Dclober 27,
1909, in Horfolk. I know of only one later cne; one at
the Smith's Knoll Lightship, in the North Sea, on
Hovember 4, 1253.

B.AE,

A BIRD 7ATCHING HOLIDAY IN SPATN

On Monday evening, April 15, a small party left
London Airport for Gibraltor, on a bird watching trip to
Scuthern Spain., We arrived about 3 o'clock the following
morning and after a2 very cold wait at the airpert we
caught the first ferry acrosa Algeciras Bay. 4t last we
were in Spain,

Qur first trip was to a cork forest near Algeciras
wihere we saw Griffin and Egyptian Vultures, Short~toed
s




Bagles; Oonl Tits, Hightingales, Rsed and Black Kites and Bee=-
eaters which wers ilying everyvwhere, their brililiasnt colours
glistening in the sun.

The next day we want goms miles along the cdast to
see Cattle Bgrets' nests on the oliffs. These'birds are seen
everyshers cattle graze, Other common birds weres thé Toodchat
Shrike, the Spotleass Starling, and the Skops Owl, although
the latter was heard more often than seen.

inether interesting trip teok us along thus Cadiz road to
Tariffa, an old Arab towm which iz the mest southerly point
of Burope. Near hare wo paw many Waders including both
Kentish and Little Ringed Plovors, also Dlacik-winged Stilts
and a Tawny Pipit.

e travelled round the area in a large bus, with a most
obliging driver wha, regardless of traffic, would stop to
let us out immediately someone shouted 'para" (stop). We saw
& number of interssting birds from the bus, Rollers, Hoopoes,
Sterks and numerous arblars.

Fagtor weekend was spent in Seville where we ware very
lucky to have a Spanish ornithologiet as a guide. He showed
us Great and Little Bustard and on & large estate wWhere bulls
are bred wo saw & Sguacce Heren, Purple Gallimule and Baillonas
Crake, Seoville is a most beautiful city tut unfortunately our
time for sight-sesing was limited. Howdver, ve did manage to
ses the Alcazar, an old Moorisgh palace with its gardens and to
look at the Cathedral.

Ouyr next ftwo days were spent at Huelva; an old Phoenician
port. It was near here that Christopher Columbus set sail Tor
imerica, the ezact spot being marked with an enormeus status.
Bucalyptus tress were gverywhere and on one eatate a very
primitive distillery in a clearing in the.trses produced
eucalyptus oil, while charcoal was made from the branches,
Here we saw Azure-winged Magpies and Golden Oricles.

The next day we moved on to Ronda, ar old town high in
the Mountzins north of Gibraltar. It is split in two by a deep
gorge spanned by three bridgss, ons dating back to Roman times.
: —20=



The gorge was filled with birds, Lesser Kestrela, Crag
Martina,_chdugh and near here in the mountains we sew
Black-sarad Jlioatears,

The lsst fow days we spent near Gibraltar amd on
April 2?/?9 mambers of thes party who were on top of the
Rock, saw a large migration of Honey Buszzard.

Atogether 169 species of birds wers seen and over
100 plants collected, %this being but & small sedoction.
This is an ideal country for ‘the botanist as well as the
bird watcher. Spain is indeed a fascinating country, its
people, architecture, flora and bird 1ife all of great
interast. "o had only one complaint - our heliday waz far
too short.

P.X.

AUGUST IN THE CATRNGORKS

No doubl the finest time to visit the Cairngorms im
in the Spring, when such delightful birds as the rare
Dotterel and the Greenshank are nesting, but later the
area still has much to offer, even though the weather may
well prove to be typically Seottish and the Lairig Ghru
is almost as busy as a London sirest,

There are many habitats in the areap high hills with
plateaux of over 3,000 and even 4,000 feet; the old
Rothiemurchus forest; ncwer conifer plantations; lochs,
gtreams and heather moorland, all yielding, even at the
close of sunmer, a good variety of birds. Naturally one
goes to these lovely Inverneas—shire hills for certain
species, but it is surprising how often these elude sven
the ardent searcher,

By late August the Dotterel has left its high breed-
ing grounds and the Greenshank too has gone, but Golden
Plover are still to be seen, or heard whistling if the
mist is down, on the hills. It is & long and arducus haul
to the 4,000 ft. plateau, but we wers fortunate enough to
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have been recommended to a smaller hillawvay from the main
Cairngorm massif. Ewven so a couple of hours climb was needed
to reach the top, but flagging energies were revived when a
large bird sailed into sight over a shoulder of thée hill,
swung past us about a quarter of a mils away and glided,
without a wing beat; out of view., We were lucky to see the
Golden Raglo so close, although we could see ne dstail in the
poor light, for often it is cbserved only as = speck in

the distance, On the plateau we were looking for Ptarmigan
and wers standing amid & mass of stones debating whether

to beat the arez or sit out of the cold wind behind a rook
and scan the area carefully, when five of tha "atonss" began
Yo velk gently away from us. e hkad almost trodden on our
first Ptarmigan. Later we found a flock of about 20 more,
not so tame; but allowing good views both on the ground and
in flight against the background of the hills. Wheatesar and
Meadow Pipit were the only other birds there, although on
our vway up we had seen a "possibla" Merlin.

In the ancient Rothiemurchus forest we hunted diligently
for the Crested Tit for hours before we finally saw one, but
thersafter saw them in numerous places on many occasions.

On some mornings the forest was alive with small birds maldng
their way through the trees, feeding and calling., There were
countless Golderests and many Blue Tits, Crested Tits, Long-
tailed Tits, Coal Tits, as well as Treecresepere and Siskins.
Crossbills were to be seen sometimes, flying over giving
their metallic Greenfinch-like eall, or feeding at the tops
nf conifers. It was plsasant to sit benesath a tree in the
quiet wood listening to the Crossbills at work above and the
sound of conea bumping their way down threugh the branches.

On the swift-{flowing streams Dippers are to be found,
but strangely,despite constant searching, we saw none. Even
more singular was the faot that vwe failed to find a
Caopersailie, although everyone else in the hotel saw tham
daily. On the moors were Red and Black Grouse, and we saw
the Tormer in good numbers on a moor on the Invernsss road.

There are certainly disadvantages in visiting the Cairn—
gorug in Aupust apart from the loss of zome breeding birds -
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the weather is not always of the best, and if the sun
shines it tends to be rather warm for the considsrable
effort needed to find one's birds. OF course,too, a
weelt is a short time, but we brought back many memorise
of the Cairngorms. BSome we would rather forget, such as
the swarms= of carnivorous midges and the lashing rain on
an exposed hillside, although at least the clegg,

dreaded name, had passed. But there were alse the guiet
of the forest; the hills capped in cloud or blus and
clear in the cvening sunji the mirror calm of Loch Morlich
broken only by the wake of swimming Goosandsrs; the
colour of the heather; the view of Glen Feghie and the
Grampians Ffrom the high topsy beautiful scenery enhanced
and enlivensd by rare and interesting birds., %We shall go

again.

J;ﬂ.n'i EIPICII

MISCELLANEOUS

White Gull The Thite Gull, which was first seen at
Shoreham in Decembsr 1954, and whose identity was discusssd
in'a nete by Mr.Janes Fisher reorofiuced in the last Anrmal
Report of the Society, vwas still about in the Shorsham
arsa at the end of the year. The colour on the upper wing
appears to have accentuated somewhat since Mr.Mfisher's
note, but at a casual glance, the bird still appears
practically pure white in colour. At the end of Jamuary
the bird was cbserved to be badly oiled underneath, but

in the course of the next month the pateh gradually got
fainter and eventually disappeared. No permanent 111
effect seems to liave been caused,.

Swans at SBhoreliam ' The pair of Mute Swans at dewater
again nested in tie =ame area, but at a late stage the eggs
were stolen and there vas no living offspring. The pair
which nested in the creek by the House Beats did net nest
4n the area in 1957.

Posgible Eastorn Skylark Considerable interest has been

arcised by 2 bird seen feeding with Bkylarks on the

Hubbish Dump and on the Adur Recreation Ground in the last
-y




days of the year. The characteristics notiocable comparcd
with the Skylark are slightly greater size and length

of leg, paler underparts, mors contrasted colouring of
upper parts and slightly stouter bill. The bird was

firet seen by Mr.C.M.Vesey on December 24 and has since
been seen by a number of other bird watchers including
Mr.F.i.D.Hollom. At the end of the year it had not been
pogitively identified but was thought to be an Dastern
Skylark (Alauda arvensis intermedia) a very rare visitor

te this countroy.

Library 4 small Library of books about birds has besn
formed. The books have been kindly lent by a few members

grnd are avoilable on loan to

those interested, Perticulars

may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary.

F.3.

SHOREH.M ORVITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Receipts and Expenditure Account
Year ended 3lst. December, 1957

Receipts £, s..d. Expendi ture £, a. d.
Cash in hand 1,1.57 10. 6., 1 Subseriptions and
Subscriptions 29.1T7. O Lffiliation Fess 5. 8. 0
4snrmual Report Sale 2¢ 0.0, Printing Ife e 9
Donations 10. 6. 9 Lecturss.. Bxpenses 10. 4. 0
Tea Receipts D Ta D Sanctuary .Sxpenses 1,16, 7
liigecellaneous Heligoland Trap
Receipts 1o 34 6 (part cost) 10,6, 0
Postaza, etc. B 2all
Cash in hand
31.12.1357. lé. 410
EE-E‘-.-}_- L, 55 - 1-_1-
(S8igned) G.'7.Rampton
Hon. Treasurer.
31.12,1957.
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OFFICERS for 1957

President and Chairman - De,Stafford
Hon, Secretary — Miss CuMBigus Hon.Troagurar - '
IEI‘.G- '_-HmPtﬂn

Council

Urg.R.Corders Fr.F.Savers Mr.J.M.Twart

f_ia_ld Commitiee

HI‘-.::—.-BM‘EtﬂW MiES P-Kﬂatﬁ_ M—I‘-B-IL;EJ:—EIJ'I'

Official Hscorder - NMr.J.M.Twort

Editor = lMr.F.Severs
Bepresentative on the "Pretection of Pipda" Committes of the
Meast Sussex County Council = Mr.G.7.Rampton

SIMULRY OF MEETINGS AND FIRLD DAYS IN 1957

Meetings and Lectures

Jenuary 5. Cine~{ilm of Birds of Skomer lir . H,..Thompson
February 13, Annual General Meeting

"Hightjarsh Dr.S8tafford
March 13 Birds and their Nests ¥Mr,C.0rigg
Aoril LT Records of Bird Song and
Quig Pdanel Ir.Stafford
Qetober 12 Birds of Shatland MroWed o€ Hurray
Hovember 9 okholm Birds and Qthars ¥r.R.Cordero

Colour Cine—Films)

Field Tays
Jarmuary 19 4t Kanhood End and Dell Quay
February 9 At Nevhaven -



Meld Days {Gunt-ﬂ:}'

March 9 4t Pagham Beach

Aoril 13 it Frenchlands

LApril 27 Bird Song in the Banctuery
May 11 Bird Song at Coldyaltham
September B Lt "Hdswa%er anl River Bstusrcy
October 26 Saa~Watching and River Rstuary
November 24 4t TDast Howd

Dacember 25 Lt Hewhawen

Sea— /atching with Mr.B...B.Marr every Bunday from Octeber 6
To November 10 from 6.30 a.m. to mid=day,

atnior Meamberg — —=

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

7/6d. Junior Members (under 18 years) - 5/~

Both to include = copy of the inmual Report.

¥r.John ayers
krs.0.Baker
Mre.k kiigs S5.E.
Berry
Mr.5.H.Bast

Capt. & The Missea
Biges :

Eigs G,.Bigmell
Hr.Tem Blundell
E—r.-ﬂ-F.Brﬂ\m

The Hev.J.D.Brown

HMeasrs.d.é J.
Burstow

Miss A.Cerely
Mrs.0.M.Chapman
Mr.k Mrs.Childs
Hrs.Clackett

LIST OF MEMEERS 1957

14 West ‘fay, Lancing.
5T Palmer Road, Angmering,

347 Upper Shareham Road, Shorshan—-by-Sea.
2 0ld Swan Cottages, Church Street,
Shorcham-by-Sea.

T Mill Hill, Shoreham-by-Sea.

7 Kinga Barn lLans, Steyniag.-

5 Adur Avenues, Shorsham-by-Sea.

17 St.iubyns Hoad, Portslade.

Church House, Chichester Road, North Bersted,
Bognor Regis,

27 Erringhan Road, Shoreham-by-Sea.
22 Mill Hill, Shoreham-by-Sea.

42 Downland Drive, Hove, 4.
Cobbers, Bennett Avenue, Hove, 4.
17 Hailﬂ%if Road, Torthing.
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Mrs.RE.Cordaero
lir.d Mrs.Cole
liss D.Croock
Migs Dubeois
Mr.Grdkam Bager
I-II‘- F-G-E‘dﬁ?ﬂrdﬁ
¥r.& MNrg.Farmer
liiss Torbes
Miss P«Oriffiths
Hr ot Urs.Grige
Mr.Malcelm Guy
3411‘-& }lTS-HE.].l
r.H.V.Eitch

Misec P.Hughes
lMrdirs & Wiss
Jenlking

The Migses Juseph
Hr.P.d.Kadwell
lMiss P.Keatis

Hr, P K lvington
Hr.Robert Leansy
Capt.Lealie

1> |J.Il. i .LLlh'.EJ:‘

My B.dLE,Mary

liw i T Meieoknie
Mra.Morrison Scott
Mr,%x Hrs,lobbs
Mrs.B.0tt1loy

L!I-T -Pﬂ-li.uEI‘

liiss S.Pargeter
¥r.asB.Perry
Lr.Richard Pascott
Mr.R.Phillips
Mis= B.T.Pride
Misgs EJi.Rabone
Hl‘i&- MIE;Ra.Dlp‘ED‘ﬂ

Mr .C.Ray

84 Sea lane; Goring-by-Sea.

Hest Houss, Southover, Lewss.,

326 Upper Shoreham Read, Shorsham-by—3ea.

Mill House, Mill Hill, Shorsham-by=3ea.

39 Hollingbury Gardens, Findon Valley.

78 Park ivenue, Shoreham-by-Sea.

13 Homzn Road, Steyning.

Flat 10, Gable Bnd, 6 Mill Rpad, jorthing.

100 High Street, Steyning.

18 Glabe Close, Southwick.

19 Coombe Road, Steyning.

Penang, Kings ialk; Boach Road, Sherohan-
by-Sea.

12 Hawkins Closs, Shoreliam—by-Sea,

0 0ldfield Créscent, Southwick.
Under Round Hill, Lzines Road, Steyning.
Flat 2, 58 Worcester Villas, Hove.
St.John's Vicarage, Carlton Hill,Brighton.
22 Grange Hoad, Southwicl.
T Wutlsy Close, GCering-by-Ssa.
0ld Brewery House, Steyning.
The Grammar School, Steyning.
59 The Oreen, Southeicl,
T3 Conmaught Lvenus, Shorsham—by-Sea.
4 Castle lUay, Steyning.
7 Cromwall Road, Hove.
33 Middleton Awvenuec, Oove.
18 St.hiubyns Road, Fishersgatie, Portslade.
32 Bighdown Read; Hove.
%a Downland Crescenty Hove.
47 #dlfreston Read, Vorthing.
19 Chester Avenue, wellan Park,lancing,
347 Upper Shoreham Road, Slorcham—by-Sea.
2 Homan Eoad, Steyning.
34 Croft Averme, Southwick.
40 Brighton Road, Kingston-by-Sea,
Shoreham.
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Mr.A.Robinson and
Club

Mrz.Hose

Miss BRogera

Miss G.Rouss
Hiss J.Royle

¥r.% Mrs.Ruscoe
ilr.Bavers
Ure.B.Smith

Ir.& Nra.Staffori

Mirg.T.83trafford
Hiss D.Stringfellow
Er.H.Sturman

lir .Robin Storkey
Hrg.Sutherland
Hr.& Hre.J.H.Twort
Dr.P.Varley

Miss G..Watts

Dorothy Stringsr School, Brighton.

3 The Avemuie, Shorsham-by-Sea,

157 Greenways Crescent, Upper Shorsham Road,
Shorsham-hy-3Sea.

17 The Link, West Green, Crawley.

347 Upper Shorsham Road, Shereham-by-3=a,

14 Ring Road, Nerth Lancing.

Sea Winds; Deach Road, Shorsham-by-Sea.

60 Parl Avenue, Shoreham-by-Sea.

Stonehouse,; Windlesham Gardens, Shoreham-—
*JJJFHSE&.

The Clapoers, Fulking, Fear Henfield,

4 Tower Road, Worthing.

11 Idhurst Walk,; Hove, 4.

Fair Winds, Goring Road, Goring.

5 Highereft Villas, Brighton.

€3 The Green, Southwick.

Scuthlands Hospital, Shorsham-by—Ssa.

15 Oxford Road, Worthing.

Mr.é& Hrs.Weatherhsad Mill Hill Pumping Station, Shoreham—by-Sea.

Migs S.West

Mr.R.J.Wimshurst
Migs ¥M,Thorlow
Miss W M.Woodroffe

131 Greenways Crescent, Upper Shorehanm
Reoad, Shoreham=by—Sea,

Harebells, Ring Road, North Lanoing.

Flat 2, 59 Palmeira Avenue, Hove, 3.

17 Eailsham Road, Worthing,
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