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EDITORIAL

This is another pleasing issue witbroad diversity of content to cater

for al |l tastes. The O6competitior
been successful in bringing in new contributors. | have held over the
submi ssions for 6silly bird phot

next edition so if you sent me something you will not be left out. This
issue includethe competitionsforoc best dayo6s birdin

coll ared doved. Per haps sadwililjmg w
point out that thefirst competitonwa s cal | ed O0bedt c
willleav e it to the readership to, ma

though produced four rally interesting entries so | will rename
6great birding experience(s)d an
neater the next publication date. | hope m® members will join in to

offer these short pieces in the future.

Finally a note about the large ringing tables in the articles by John
Newnhamand ValBentley These contain a lot of information and are
difficult to reproduce in an A5 publication. To fit them onto one small
page | could reduce them in a ¢
become very difficult to read, especially in the print version where
there is no zoom button available. The alternative is to &ddlith
column widths and font sizes to get the best readable compromise that
can be achieved. This is what | have ddoe this edition but on
occasion the integrity of a large word or numbén a columnis
unavoidablylost. | apologise for thesproblemsbut I think the data
remainsunderstandable.

Again | bank everyone for their efforts in submitting articles and
photographs and | hope you all enjoy the publication.

Roger Smith



Widewater Reportd Winter season 2016/2017

Tim Holter

From SummeR016 through Winter 2017 until the end of February there has
been little of exceptionabrnithological interest to report The usual winter
visitors to the lagoon have been the Little Grebes and Teal with the regularly
present Little Egrets and one or twBedshank. In September a relatively rare
visit was made by a Whimbrel. Of greater interest in the recent past winters
has been Retireasted Mergansers and, in some winters Goosander. This
season there have only been a couple of isolated sighting of Msngain
early winter, and then in January a few Mergansers were fleetingly seen with a
report of a male Goosander for just one late afternoon visit in early
February.

On the 11 February a Sussex Ornithological Society posting notes four
Egyptian Geeseeflv in and remained for a while during the morning.

An overwintering Greenshank will have been seen occasionally. This bird has




been present all winter in the nearby RSPB Adur Nature Reserve, most often
seen foraging in the mud at the west end of the rehmat channel near to
Flood Arch. When it has been flushed out by particularly high tides it has
temporarily taken refuge at Widewater.

Generally wader activity has been minimal as water levels have remained high
and covered the usual mud patch.

The residat pair of Mute Swans had successfully bred five offspring in 2016.
During February a group of interloping Swans had appeared but bgnithef

the month the resident dult pair had chased away both this group and their
own juveniles as the 2017 breadirgpson gets under way and a new nest is
built.

In September a swathe of grass east of the main causamdadjacent to the
lagoonwas strimmed The intention was to provide an area of short grass
with new shoots which may be attractive to passing wildfowl. Occasionally a
Brent Goose has grazed on short grass in previous years but the new area
failed to be tempting this season. A larger areaunimanaged grass west of
the causeway may be cut this coming summer subject to feasibility. The
possible restriction is the risk from tramplingit is waterlogged, a criterion

set by the West Sussex County Council ecologist.

World of Widewater, the friend group caring for this local nature reserve,
are aiming to erect five natural history information panels at strategic points
around the lagoon. A flower panel has been erected, initially by th
information kiosk. SDO$ involved with two bird identificédn panels. Our
society will fund the cost of one panel and the second will be funded from
donations made in respeof our former President, thedte Stanley Allen.
6Stanl ey6sd panel, by agreement wit
the kiok with the SDOS panel positioned next to the central causeWdne
flower panel will be resited on a new plinth being built further west. Subject
to fundraising there will be a panel for insects and animals and another for
marine life. A nurber of SDOS phbtographershave provided material.



New O6Public Safety Protect.i
Nature Reserve (LNR)

Tim Holter

Unfortunately interference with wildlife is an ongoing problem at Widewater
due to the open nature of this local nature reserve wethe lengthy
adjacent seaside footpath and cycle route is a popular public recreational
facility. Interference can take several forms but the issue of greatest concern
is the exercising of dogs. This can be an emotive issue and many SDOS
members are dogwners. | trust | will not cause any offence in reporting the
up to date situation in respect talog control. Most members birding here
will have observed loose dogs, many running into the water, often chasing
birds and on at least one occasion a swan Wasdily injured. A local byaw

has been in place requiring dogs to be kept on a lead whilst in the reserve or
car parks. Regrettably this has been ineffective and difficult to enforce.
Related signage is haphazardly positioned, an issue | have raiked &R
steering committee meetings. Also t
the west end of the lagoon. Signs at other boundaries contain a dog control
reminder.

In the latter part of 2016, following a public consultation exercise, Adur and
Worthing Council sought to strengthen legislation in public locations by
introducing 06PubOi de Sad atfalafpP@riaty sitast i ¢
across the Brough including Widewater. The orders state that ron
compliance is an offence. The orders cowsues such as fouling, sites where
dogs are not permitted and sites where they must be kept on a lead. The
latter is applicable around Widewater. This could be a step in the right
direction but initial observation shows no change in dog control habits Thi

is not helped by three ongoing problems:

1. The existing haphazard signage is now augmented by a limited number of
new PSPO notices that could easily be overlooked and are not present in a
number of strategic positions. The Adur and Worthing Council D&grden
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submitted a plan for signage but thigs not benimplemented due tdack of
Council funds. The boundary of the area covered is notiobs unless
reference is made t¢ h e ¢ o u msitei Thé seuthere toundary is along
the bank top on the lagawo side of the pathway for thentire length of the
LNR. Thus,as before, the car parks are subject to the PSPO in addition to
the reserve.

2. The Dog Warden is rarely present to educate or enforce as there is only
the one warden for the entire Adur and Wahing Council area.

3. The nature reserve and car parks are owned by Lancing Parish Cdwucil
the footpath is owned by West Sussex County Council who, | am told, have
declinedthe inclusion of the path within the area covered by the Widewater
PSPO. Bearg in mind the length of the reserve this makes signage along the
boundary of the PSPO area difficult and potentially costly. Furtheryribre
dogs are allowed to be off the lead on the footpath it is ingbie that some

that are not sufficienty controlled will cross the invisible PSPO boundary
towards the lagoon. If WSCC can be persuaded to alter their stance, with all
dogs that are on the pathway and lagoon side of the sea defeagased to

be kept on leads, this could considerably aid the signage problems and cost,
education and enforcement.

These are issues which | will be pursuing at forthcoming LNR steering
committee meetings. There may be cause for optimism as a Lancirgh Pari
Councillor and also a County Councillor living locally have both joined
World of Widewater, the friends group and, | believe, may become involved
with the LNR steering committee. I
to chall enge W8 andpress fPrStieGunding af adequate
signage.



Shorehamdos Wal | Li zar ds

Roger Smith

Last spring Dorian Mason put some pictures of Wall Lizards at Shoreham
Fort onto the Societyds mailing |is
as it is springagain, | believe an article providing some context on this
introduced species may be of interest. For a variety of good reasons the
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) made it illegal to introduce nwative
species into the United Kingdom but over hundeeof years prior to the

Act, Britain acquired a considerable collection of introduced animals and
plants, some of wkh have become a nuisance. The Rabbit, the BroareH

four species of deer, the Grey 8igrel, Canada and Egyptian geese, Rose
ringed Paskeets and many other species have all spread widely (sometimes
assisted by further releases) but in contrast introductions of reptiles and
amphibians have often failed to establish-s@dtaining populations. In a
broad sense our climate, particularlyetttool summer, is not favourable for
reptiles and amphibians and our native species of reptiles are often viviparous
and / or confined to warm and dry sandy soils. This climatic limitation on
reptiles and amphibians seems often to have resulted in inttazhshanging

on for a few years, or even decades, before dying out. Only the Marsh Frog,
introduced to Walland Marsh in 1935, has spread rapidly and widely to
occupy larger water bodies that are not much exploited by our native
species. The Wall Lizards dound at Shoreharand elsewhergis perhaps the
next most successful introduction.

In Europe the Wall Lizard is widespread and lives on rocky cliffs and slopes
and large, often old, walls. The habitat requirement seems to be a warm
substrate with crevice for hiding and egg laying and only a moderate
vegetation cover. Wall Lizards are not steadfast hibernators and will often
make an appearance on sunny days in winter. In France their distribution
extends to the Channel coast and they live on Jersey inGhannel Islands,

but they do not seem to have been native to Britain since the last ice age.
The European Pond Tortoise, now restricted by summer warmth to central
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France, was present in East Anglia after the last glaciation, so there have beer
periods n the last 10,000 years with sufficient warmth to support Wall
Lizards but perhaps they just never got hevdike snakes never made it to
Ireland before the land connection was flooded by the rising jodestial sea
(assuming St Pat)ick wasndt respons

l ."4‘~: ’ ."\4.
Two forms of Wall Lizards have been inttaced to England. In simple terms
brown ones are from France andreen ones are from northern lItaly.
Shorehamds Wal l Lizards are I talian
Beach garden of Professor Geoff Magood, who was also Chairman of the
British Herpetological Society. Twenty five lizards were introduced in 1975
and a further seven in 1976. They initially colonised the shingle beach and
fence lines but have more recently spread out to live on the walfls
Shoreham Fort. Wall Lizards have also appeared at West Worthing railway
station and adjacent to the railway line in Lancing and it may be they are
following the train tracks. Elsewhere along the south coast there are
substantial colonies in the Bournenth area on the soft rock cliffs, on the
Isle of Wight, in old quarries on the Isle of Portland and in the Warren CIiff
district just east of Folkestone. The Surrey Amphibian and Reptile Group
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(SARG) estimated about 20.000 animals nationally in those ieslsarveyed
about 10 years ago.

So what of the future? In Brexit Britain should we round up the EU colonists
and repatriate them? This would require a substantial and coordinated effort
so | suspect they arbere to stay. The recent moderatelimate warmig can

only help in this respect. Undoubtedly there will be some impact on native
species but, like the Marsh Frog, they seem to be confined to a habitat that is
quite distinct and often heavily shaped by human actions. If they have taken to
the railway tacks perhaps they will disperse like the Oxford Ragwort that
escaped from the Universityods Bot a
nineteenth century and was spread around the country as the rail network
developed. If you are interested the SARG Wall tdz&roject website
describes the sites where the lizards are found and their numbers and status.
Go to Shoreham Fort and have a look for them on a sunny day. The great
thing about Wall Lizards is that they live in an open habitat where they are
easytosppdt hey are one of Europeds most

September 2016 to January 2017 Highlights

Stephen Simpson

These records were sourced mostly from the postings on the SDOS User
Group and the Recent Sightings pages of the Sussex Ornithological Society
web site and therefore are not confirmed.

September 2016

A Grasshopper Warbler was at Cissbury o#.10n the same day at Findon
Gallops there were seven Spotted Flycatchers, five Redstarts and seven
Wheatears. Three Greenshanks, a Common Sandpiper and a Knot were on
the Adur at Shoreham also onstl A Grasshopper Warbler was ringed at
Cissbury on #.
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At Goring Gap on 8 there were 78 Turnstones, 82 Ringed Plovers, 11
Sandwich Terns and a Wheatear.

At Sheepcote Valley ont5there were a Grasshopper Warbler, five
Redstarts, three Whinchats, five Sedge Warblers, three Wheatears and a
Spotted Flycatadr.

By the Adur near the Cement Works on 6 there were two Green
Sandpipers and three Common Sandpipers. A Common Sandpiper was at
Widewater on 6" and a Honeybuzzard flew E over Hove on the same day. A
Wryneck was at Cissbury ont'8

Four Whinchats wee at Beeding Brooks on 11 There were around 20
Wheatears in the Ferring Rife area ont11At Highdown Hill on 1% there
were three Yellow Wagtails, two Redstarts, three Wheatears, two Spotted
Flycatchers and a Whinchat. Two Firecrests were at Lanmmgj2h.
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At Goring Gap on 1t there were six Wheatears, two Yellow Wagtails, two
Bartailed Godwits, over 50 Turnstones and around 75 Ringed Plovers. One
or two Tree Pipits flew over. Three Bailed Godwits were there on 1&
Fourteen Wheatears and Whinchat were recorded there on ¥7 Six Brent
Geese flew W on 19.

Sixtythree Ringed Plover were on the Adur at Shoreham onthldnd a
Curlew Sandpiper was also there ontldnd 16 and a Knot on 18.

A Pallid Harrier was recorded near ChamtHill on 14h and again on 15
when there were also 12 Ravens and four Golden Plover. An Osprey flew
over Widewater on 18. A Brent Goose was in Shoreham Harbour om®2
Two Curlew Sandpipers were on the Adur at Shoreham orh 26d there

was a Whinbrel at Widewater on 28 and 3@.
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October 2016

Yellow-browed Warblers were recorded at Cissbury om® 7h and & and
at Goring on &.

On 2nd there were two Siskins at Cissbury, an Osprey flew over the Adur, 10
Sandwich Terns were at the Aduat Shoreham and a Whimbrel was at
Widewater. On 39 two Arctic Terns and two Sandwich Terns were at
Shoreham Harbour and a Wheatear was at Shoreham Fort.

On 5t four Redwings flew over Southwick and three flew over Cissbury
where there was also a Merlend House Martins and 14 Stonechats.

There were four Ring Ouzels ort5at Mill Hill, eight there on 8 and one on
15n. At Cissbury there were five Ring Ouzels ot,5ine on &, 16 on 14,
four on 17 and one on 2#. Also, two Ring Ouzels werat Hollingbury fort
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on 7, two were at Steyning onty, one was at Truleigh Hill on 20and two
were at Lancing on 30

On 7t two Fieldfares wee at Steyning and a Rosiged Parakeet was at
Hollingbury. On 1% a Shorteared Owl was at Ferring Rif On 13" there
was a Yellowlegged Gull on the Adur at Shoreham. 20 Swallows flew E at
Mill Hill on 18h. A Dartford Warbler was at Cissbury on 15

On 16" a Sooty Shearwater and a Great Skua were seen flying W from
Widewater. A Wheatear and a Rock g were at Goring Gap on 16 A
Firecrest was at Worthing on @ An Osprey was seen being mobbed by a
Crow over the Adur at Shoreham on 28

Yellowbrowed Warblers were at the Adur at Shoreham ont2@nd Lancing
on 21t and 24. Two Goosanders wer at Cuckoo Corner on 20,
Brooklands on 24 and on the Adur at Shoreham on 2427 and 28.
Three Black Redstarts were at Truleigh Hill ont28

November 2016

A Blackcap was seen at High Salvington @n & total of 375 Brent Geese
were seen moving W from Ferring ond3 Thirteen Reebreasted Mergansers
were on the sea off Ferring ont6 A Longtailed Duck was seen moving W
from Goring beach on the same day. Also dn& Swallow flew N above Mill
Hill. A Black Redstart was in Brighton ot.715 Oystercatchers were at the
Adur at Shoreham on®and a Swallow was at Widewater ont16

High counts at Goring Gap in the month included two Mediterranean Gulls
on 6h, 97 Turnstones on 1, 34 Sanderling odlth, 24 Ringed Plover on
11th, 100 Dunlin on 18 and nine Grey Plover on 11

17 Brent Geese and six Shelduck were on the sea off Goring Gap bn 11
Two Purple Sandpipers were at Shoreham Harbour ot, Iising to four on
20th. A Great Northern Diverflew W at Shoreham Harbour on 5 58
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Redshanks and one Greenshank were at the Adur south of Norfolk Bridge
on 15h and a Goosander was at the Adur at Shoreham on.23

There were 19 Little Grebes at Widewater on 26and an Eider was seen on
the sea fom there on 3@.

December 2016

A Snow Bunting was at Goring Gap from & 6th. There were three Purple
Sandpipers at Shoreham Harbour oh &nd 12. Around 30 Kittiwakes were
seen from Widewater on 6. A Great Northern Diver was seen from Goring
on 11, A Redbreasted Merganser was at Widewater ont23Blackcaps
were seen at Steyning on t7and Upper Beeding on 28 18,500 Starlings
were at Brighton Pier on 31

High counts of selected species at or from Goring Gap were seven
MediterraneanGulls on 1@, 93 Ringed Plover on $3416 Dunlin on 18,
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100 Sanderling on 25 35 Grey Plover on 8, 37 Great Crested Grebes on
18h and six Reébreasted Mergansers on 81A Bartailed Godwit was there
on 31t

January 2017

At Shoreham Harboutthere was a Rock Pipit onsdand 11 and a Black
Redstart on 1% and 1%. There were Razorbills offshore from Shoreham
Harbour and Widewater on 18. At least 90 Teal were on the Adur at
Shoreham on 4.

High counts at Goring Gap included 11 Mediterean Gulls on 12 63
Sanderling onst 70 Grey Plover on 1% 330 Dunlin on 186 and 91 Ringed
Plover on 3 45 Great Crested Grebes, around 30 Rbrkasted
Mergansers, 20 Retthroated Divers and a Lontpiled Duck were offshore
from Worthing/Ferrirg on 8h. Four Gadwall were at Brooklands ont®2@nd
a Hen Harrier was at Steep Down on £1

SR v
© Dovigiiiason

There were four Purple Sandpipers at Shoreham Harbour ohn ‘25
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Best dayds birding

Carn Ban Mor and Glen Feshi5 May 1991
Peter Whitcomb

A holiday in Speyde with birding frimds wasalways going to have potential
with many of the Scottishspecialtiesnot far away from our base at
Newtonmore. Safe weather was the key for a hill climb butsti#t eventually
set off with the conditions looking unpromising. We detoured to fkack
Grouseat a lek and at 9.0am there were a dozen displaying until disturbed
by a small herd of Red Deer.

With the weather improving rapidly we started the long haul Gprn Ban
Mor. Red Grouse were first sighted about half way. Nearing the tops

our second lifer of the day about a dozerPtarmiganRight on the summit
plateauwere four pairs ofDotterel, all very tame and in splendid plumage.
Superb! Here too wereDunlin and Golden Plover. We sat overlooking Cairn
Toul for lunch, and were extremely lucky to see a rather distant, but our
first, Golden Eagleand a Raven. The views across the Cairngorms were
amazing.

On the descent into Glen Feshie we could see acs®l Black Grouse lek
rather disproving the theory that they can only be viewed in the yearl
morning Scrub and pine copses produc&bmmon Redstarts,Northern
Wheatear, Siskin and Redpoll, an&ialdfarewas heard singing. On the river
there wereRedbreastedMergansers, Goosander and Grey Wagtail.

On the return to Newtonmore we stopped off at a Loch Insh in time to see

an Osprey glide over. Nearer our base, the nestifedwingsvere singing,

yet another rare privilege. On the moorland next to the hauthe sounds of
nesting gull s, Lapwings and Curl ews
hear in the south. Som@wite flew off the telegraph wires and a nesting
Northern Wheatear flitted onto the stone wall opposite. All this and four
lifers,andaqudliy dayo6s birding.
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Three day Swallows and a host of Swifts

Jennyand TimHolter

Unplanned, unexpected and unforgettable birding experiences.

Often recaled are three memorableencounterswith Swallows and V@fts.
Birding may not always be the principhbjective but good birders always
carry their O6binsd when out in the

The 10 April 2014 was the first day of a week walking a section of the South
West Coast pathin Cornwall High on the cliffs near Padstow, all afternoon
we witnessed a continuous passage of Swallows over the headlands.

One early evening in autumn 2014 we were by the iron bridge where the
South Downs Way crosses the Adur. By pure chance we found the sky was
full of Swallows gathering for migration. It becanteuty amazing expesnce
when a constant stream ofw&llows swooped down right by ustscoop a
drink from the river.

On the morning Of 30 July 2015 we walked the South Downs Way from
Southease to Housedean Farm along the ridge high above Rodmell sithin
6cl oudd of Swi fts whichever way we
swooping down below and dashing across the downs. Thousands! And a
marauding Hobby! All gone when we returned later, how lucky we chose
that morning!

Home and Away

John Maskell

Than k s t o my wi f e, Shenabds, ent husi
enjoyed a number trips around the globe that have featured birding. There
have been many colourful highlights but perhaps the most uplifting was on
19 January 2000 hearing the ongiike song at dawn (yes, meénd then
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sedang an endemic and endangeredkigko in the Pureora Forest of New

Zeal andds North Island after wedd
flier and prefers to hop and fly between branches. Having gained special
permi ssion to stay in the forest we

you saw it did vy edtchly hostqd@m aimgle mald kgko t h e
at the time!We were so lucky to see its distinctive blue wattles.

But if | am honest it is still our gden birds that continue to give me the
greatest joy. Two particularly memorable days spring to mind.

In a 90 minute session oh&eptember 2002, in addition to the usual garden
species, we were treated to a fall of passerines in the form of a pair of
Blackcps, a singing Willow Wanler, three Spotted Flycatcherdwo Pied
Flycatchers and a Lesser Whitethroat. The whole garden seemed to be alive
with a frenzied mass of feathers!

Then on Christmas Day 2010 | drew back the curtains and, as Shena
commented at the time in a SDOS User Groupgrea i |, OMy True

to meé a Waxwing in our hawt horn t
Christmas present!

Starlings in Lancashire

Tony Bullock

| have always found the massing of species far more mxcthian the
individual bird. Take for example the Knots performing in Morecambe Bay or
the Bewicks and Whooper Swans coming into roost on the Ouse Washes.
But for me it will always the murmuration oft&lings . Forget Brighton or
Aberystwyth piers. Who hethad a murmuration on their own patch?

I n the early 19800ds | bought a cot-
town halfway between the famous football towns of Blackburn and Burnley.
Coming back from work one day | noticed a gathering of birds overooye

home and at the weekend | decided to investigate further.
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The wood concerned is between Blackburn Old Road and Dean Clough
Reservoir. As the sun went down over Blackpooltlire far distance a trickle

of Starlings flew in a@h eventually smalparties arrived from different
directions. The groups then merged inttaBing masses and made wonderful
patterns over the wood. Eventually about 1000 birds would dive into the
wood followed by thousands more. There could have been 10000 birds at
least in the rast. Eventually, after a lot of twittering all became quiethat

a memory on my own patch. Not a d&ybirding but certainly as good as.

EurasiarCollared DoveCompetition

Roger Smith

The competition was to to find the furthest Collared Dove observatioom
Shoreham. Hee is the result!

The Eurasian Collared Dovés a strongly dispersive species that has
expanded from an original Indian heartland westwards over several centuries.
Its colonization of Europe wasarticularly rapid in the last centumgrriving in
Hungary (1932), Germany (1945), Frarit852) and Britain in 1953 he rate

of movement at this time has been calculated at 44km (27 miles) per year. In
1995 | saw one from a car ferry in the middle of the Bay of Biscay. Like the
ferry it was headed for Spain and we first saw Collared Doves on our annual
field trips to south-easternSpain in 2000Collared Doves make it to Iceland
regularly (first in 1971) but it seems that they cannot successfalbnizethe
island.| di dn 6t a chilg Rekyf@avikeon a racent visit buitsaw one in
Oulu, Finlandin 2004 (this is a seriously cold placé the car parks are
equipped with electric sockets to keep car engines warm enough to start in
the winter). According to Wikipediaby the end of the 20 century Collared
Doveshad colonized North Africa and the Canaries arettainlyl saw them

in Tenerife in 2005 and the Moroccan desewgll south of the Atlas
Mountains in 2007.

So who has won the competitichWell in late P15 following a gruling
cultural tour of Mexica my wife and | went bird watching in Rio Lagartos
20



150 kmalong thenorthern coast from Cancun on the Yucatan peninsula. It is
a sleepy village witl resident bird guideso we went out birding in the
mornings and stooged around the hire car in the afternoorwhen it got

too hot. One day ve finished up in anearby coastal village for which fly
blown would be a fair descriptio® it was the sort of place where Clint
Eastwood chewean cigarsin the SpaghettWesterns.| looked out of the

car window and there, amidst the tumbleweed and drifting sarete a pair

of Eurasian Collared Dovatisconsolately pecking at the Mexican ealtvas

a bit surprised but maybe one shoul

VIA PANAMERICANA

PANAMA 115 ks
S DAVID 325 kmts

Pan American Highwayturn left to look for Collared Doves

Eurasian Collared Doves escaped from captivity in Nassau in the Bahamas ir
1974 and the species has swept across North America and down into
Me xi co. It isndt yet everywhere in
Europe itis associated with suburban locations and some agricultural areas.
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The rate of spread in North Ameca has been calculated at 110k®2 miles)
per year. Worldwide urbanisation, and particularly subanisation, was a
20n century global phenomenon thabctinues and maybe that is what these
birds are about.

There werenot neacanypetiteom but li recaivedf twdrom t h
Jeremy Campbelind John and Shena Maskell for New Delhi, Intias is
within the species original range but conforms to thempetition rules
Shoreham to New Delhi is 4164 miles (6704 km) but from Shoreham to Rio
Lagartos i#989 miles (8028 km)so | have won but not with Rio Lagartos.
The most distantCollared Doves | have observed wergtting on wires on
the outskirts of hetumal on the Mexicaborder with Belize.This is 5156
miles (8297km) from Shoreham. Yucatan is hot and stgawith tropical
forestd | cannots ee any obvious reason why
towards South AmericaWe went birding in Panama in 201&nhd they
wer e n 0 tthent do enayke | should just take a drive along the Pan
American highway and look at the wires!

Eurasian Collared Dovesent mebirding

Tony Bullock

Some years ago Angela and | decided to take a holiday in Sardinia at a smal
hotel in the centre of the island. It was a bit hot for walking so we sat by the
pool directly under a tree occupied by Collaredo®es. | tried reading but my
concentration was drupted by constant repetitions of STA, STA-Y,

STAR Y that persisted all day. It was so irritatitigat we hired a car and
found Flamingoes, Slendbilled Gull, Blackvinged 8It and | had my best
ever view of Cirl Rinting. It must be arkt 0 forcedto go birding by Collared
Doves.
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Behind the scenes

Brianne Reeve

Over a year ago | was approached by a man who reminded me that he had
come on one of my dawn chorus walks which | led every year in the Saltings
area of Bramber and Upper Beeding. He lwady joined the group out of
curiosity and was amazed that 42 species of birds wemmrded in about

two hours. He told me thatUpper Beeding wasowp r oposi ng O0A
Al l 8 along the Adur river bank, one
specifically for pedestrians with pushchairs, for those with impaired mobility
and those with wheelchairs and mobility scooters; safely away from syclist
and equestrians. | wassked to advise on photographs and text faetfour
information boards thawould be along the route, the firsin the car park
opposite the Castle Pub in Bramber, the next near the caravan park by St.
Maryds House, t hen out to the river
the bridge where the A283 crosses the river and the lase @t the junction

of the Downslink- South Downs Way, just west of the footbridge where St.
Botolphs church can be seen in the Coombes road.

It seemed to be quite straightforward but it took a great deal of patience and
diplomacy: a grant was given butlwa deadlinethel and owner s o
wasrequired, a designewvasappointed for the panels and a woodworker for
the frames. Meanwhile | had approached Dorian Mason, who was delighted
to donate some of his fine photographs and Roger Smith, to sehaprtitial
ideas for the panels. These were sent on to a designer. We had to choose
many more photographs than were actually used because the designer might
need a birdto face left or right. Alsothe plumagehad to beright for the
season illustrated, ana portrait view might be better than landscape. This
involved a lot of people, all giving their time and expertise. It did seem, as
though the deadline might be exceeded but we had no chibite grant was

to be held on ta With three days to sparenimid-Februaryin snow and a
biting wind the indefatigable team of Doridlasonand BernieForbes with

the help of two of the menwhohad nst i gat ed t dug deépwa I
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holes to take the three beautifully constructed wooden frames housing these
most attractive and informate panels. The first panel fadaso the car park

at Bramber, (opposite The Castle Pulpd directspeopl e t o t he
Al 1l 8 past St . Maryds House and out
then south to St. Botolphs

Widewater also is to have five new information boards and once again SDOS
is willingly involved. This time WOW (World of Widewater) has a small
committee steering the project with advice from experts in the different
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fields:these areTim Holter, Marbn Wood, Peter Hogan and Dave Fawcett .
Funding has been raised by members of WOW and SDOS. The family of
Stanley Allen, who spent many happy hours at Widewater, is sponsoring one
panel in his memory and finally there is a CIF grant supported by Councillo
Mick Clark of Lancing Parish Council.

It is hoped thees panels will be in situ by miélpril and will enhance the area

by giving useful and interesting in
finished and wil/l be fombhobwéd bBWYNnG
Speciesd and two 6Birdd panel s with
be near the Information Booth and then spread out along the 8Midter in
prominent locatiors.

Some birds are not easy to illustrate as many people do patise that their
plumage changes from winter to summer, and many birds, not all, have great
differences between male and female at any time of the year. Gulls are
particularly difficult as they have different coloured legs and plumages as they
mature, soyou might hear the experts discussing whether it is a juvenile or
first or second winter bird.....and there just is not sufficient room to show all
these possibilities on our panels. The other essential is not to have too much
information so that it lookgoo cluttered and people cannot be bothered to
read them, and of course the text needs to be concise and factual.

Once again this project has taken a very long time to come to fruition and
involved a large number of people getting together and sorting thet
problems which inevitably arise. The common theme has been that they have
been doing this for the community, to try to see that all those who enjoy
visiting Widewater will work together to make it a better place for both
people and the huge variety wiildlife found in this comparatively small area.
There is no doubt there has been a great improvement recentlieims of
cooperationand agreement abowhat we need to do to protect this local
site. (Websites www. lancingwidewater.com awd/w.sdos.orgwith thanks

to Jo Procter for the extra information about Widewate
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Ringing in Ladywell 2016
John Newnham
This was the tenth season and yet another successful yeahi® study of

birds inLadywellvalley. A total of 37 ringing sessions were undertaken which,
as Table 1 shows, is comparable to previous years.

200 20| 20| 20| 20 20| 20 | 20 | 20 | 20
Year 07| 08|09 | 10| 11|12 | 13| 14| 15| 16
Number netting
session 22 129|133 |34 |39|31|37| 25| 38| 37

Table 1: The numbers of ringing sessions in Ladywell in each year{2007
2016).

Like last year the ringing effort was not spread evenly across the year with
few or no sessions in the early months and a concentration of effort during
the productive autumnesason. This is clearly shown in Table 2 which also
demonstrates that more birds were trapped in each session during the
autumn months (AugusDctober) than the average of the previous nine
years.

J F M | A M [J J A |S O |N |D
200715 sessions 16| 12| 17| 29| 22| 24| 26| 31| 36| 34| 23| 18
Average catch (200T5) | 52 | 43| 34| 34| 46| 34| 40| 61| 79| 64| 62| 59
2016 sessions 0 0 1 3 3 2 3 5 8| 6 3 3
Average catch (2016) 46| 40| 40| 47| 53| 90| 109| 98 | 50 | 50

Table 2: The number of ringing sessions in each month and the average
monthly catch (20045 and 2016).

The effect of a good autumn passage on the annual totals is clearly shown
graphically in Figure 1. Few new birds (blue) are ringed in the early months
of the year with a small increase as the locally fledged young j@n th
population in the late spring but it is not until the post breeding dispersal and
autumn migration that significantly larger numbers of new birds are found in
the valley. Between December and March retraps (red) outnumber unringed
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birds caught; interestg July is the month with the fewest retraps as the
resident species have completed breeding and whilst undertaking their annual
feather moult remain fairly sedentary and therefore less likely to encounter a
mist-net.

4000

3500
mRetraps
3000

m New birds

2500

2000

1500

1000

500

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Figure 1: The number of birds trapped in each month in Ladywell (2007
2016).

The ringing totals for 2016 were 2057 new birds, 696 retraps and seven
controls (birds ringed elsewhere and subsequently caught in Ladywell) giving
a total of 2760 handlings. Thket ai | s f or all year ds
large Table 3. Record figures in 2016 are marked in yellow which, of course,

Ring
200 | 200| 200| 201 | 201| 201| 201 | 201| 201| 201 | TOF ed

Species 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 | ALS 2016
Sparrowhawk 2 3 2 6 2 15
Kestrel 3 1 1 1 2 1 9
Water Rail 1 1 1
Stock Dove 2 1 1 4
Woodpigeon 5 4 4 6 3 1 5 2 7 4 41 4
Tawny Owl 1 1 2 1
Kingfisher 1 2 5 2 6 1 8| 12| 12| 18 67 7
Green Woodpecke 5| 12| 12 71 19 9 6 5) 3 4 82 2
Great Spotted 4| 12| 12| 14| 24| 16| 18| 10| 11 7 128 3
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